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The professional duties of the editor of this work 
imposed upon him, some four years ago, the agreeable 
necessity of perusing the twelve volumes of the “ Wel- 
lington Dispatches,” published by Colonel Gurwood. 
He found so much practical wisdom scattered through 
their pages that he assigned to himself the task of col- 
lecting the fragments, and presenting them to the Indian 
Army in the form of a Manual. He also found, that, 
though arranged in the order of their dates, the Dis- 
patches did not so completely tell the date of the 
various campaigns in which the Duke of Wellington 
was engaged, as they would have done if they had been 
strung together by a narrative of the events which led 



to t\>e movements and actions described. He tberefoie 
resolved that should the occasion ever offer, he would 
present a volume of Dispatches in the form which he 
considered necessary to the completeness of its value 
as a work of referenee. The occasion has presented 
itself in the campaigns in Affghanistan. The editor 
will he happy to find that his attempt to eonnect the 
Proclamations, Official Dispatches, Orders and Noti- 
fications, written and published during the eventful 
period whioli these campaigns embrace— eventful, by 
reason of tlie campaigns — has not been altogether 
abortive ; but that, on the contrary, he has been able 
to facilitate the references, and render light the in- 
vestigations, of the Soldier, the Politician, and the 
Student 
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Although the stirring events recorded in the folIo\\dng pages will 
have induced almost all who have been interested in them to study the 
maps of Affghanistan and Scinde, and look a little into the history of 
those countries, it may not be amiss to briefly recapitulate in this place 
such circumstances as may aid the general reader in rightly understand- 
ing the causes, the course, and the locale of the occurrences described. 

Affghanistan, in Central Asia, is hounded on the north by the Hindoo 
Koosh; on the south by sandy plains which separate it from Bcloochistan ; 
on the east by the Indus river ; and on the west by the deserts skirt- 
ing the kingdom of Persia. It contains five great towns ; Cabul, Canda- 
har, Ghuzni, Istaliff, and Jellalabad, whose united population was com- 
puted before the war at about 220,000 men, women and children, of 
whom about 90,000 were residents of Cabul, and the same number of 
Candahar. But there is a large population, independently of the in- 
habitants of towns ; namely, the Nomade tribes, or Ooloos, who, under 
the various denominations of Ghilzies, Dooranees, Khyberries, and Eu- 
zoofzyes, live in tents or small houses of imbumt bricks in the deserts to 
the west, and in the Paroparaisan and Soliman ranges of mountain, sub- 
sisting by their flocks and herds, or by rendering military service, and 
plundering caravans. In person, the male Affghans are tall and robust, 
though rather bony and mascular than othenvise. Their faces are long 
but handsome ; their hair and beards black or brown. In manners they 
are simple and unostentatious, frank, open and manly ; hardy, brave. 
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of Runjeet Smg, but upon terms to tvhicb, after the conquest, he (Mah 
mood) felt no inclmatiou to adhere This caused a breach betu-een the 
Seikhs and the Affghans , the former seized Attock, then held by the 
brother of the ex-Govemor of Cashmere, and were immediately assailed 
by the Affghans under Dost Mahomed Khan The Affghans were 
routed with great loss, and driven across the Indus , they losmg all 
the territory which they had previously held to the cast of that nver 
Mahmood continued to reign by his vmer , he held Cashmere , he ex- 
acted homage from the Ameers of Scmde, and drove the Per»ians from 
Herat, where they had assembled to demand a tribute from Affgbanistan 
Futteh Khan, the vizier, rewarded himsdf for his mstrumentality in 
bringing about aU these matters, by distributing all the important 
o£5eea of state among his brothers This still further imtatcd the 
Crown Pnnee Kamran, who took an opportunity of putting out Fultch 
Khan’s eyes, and of afterwards arraigning him m open Durbar between 
Cabul and Candabor, where he was set upon and assassinated Mah. 
mood, who passed his life in debauchery, feeling himself incapable of 
governing without the aid of Futtch Khan, betook him«elf to Herat, 
while hts army was in the field agamst some rebels This fbght "in- 
volved a virtual resignation of lus power, for though he retained Herat 
and the title of King, be became literally a mere vassal of Persia.’ He 
died m a few year’, and his son Kamran succeeded him at Herat 
On the death of Futtch Khan, the vuicr, Azeem Khan, his brother, 
then Governor of Cashmere, took arms agnin«t Mahmood and adranec<l 
upon Cabul The flight of the King had left the throne vacant, which 
the Barukzyc chieftain seized and was therein supported by his brothers 
He first rc*ol\ed on recalling Shah Soojah and placing him on t! e 
throne, and that unfortunate refugee, bad actually proceeded a consider- 
able distance on his war from lAMdianab when some display of weak 
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vanity on his part, some idle attempt to enforce a severe etiquette, 
offended Azeem Khan, who thereupon put Eyoob, a brother of Soojah- 
ool-Moolk’s upon the throne, leaving the ex-Shah to retrace his steps. 
Shah Soojah now went to Scinde, and accepted for a time the hospitali- 
ty of the Ameers. He afterwards returned to Loodianah. Meanwhile, 
the Seiks recovered. Cashmere, and some other provinces, from the 
Affghans, and by a successful action on the Indus, rendered Peshawur 
tributary. This last battle, in which the Affghans were led by Azeem 
Khan, so affected Jhe latter chieftain, that he soon sickened and died. 
His death was the signal of feuds among his brothers. Dost Mahomed, 
Shere Dil, Poordil, Rahim Dil and others, who had been placed in offices 
of state by Futteh Khan ; they all, however, united to rob Azeem 
Khan’s son of his wealth, and to deprive the puppet Eyoob of his throne, 
after which Shere Dil went with half a million sterling, and erected an in- 
dependent chiefship at Candahar, while Dost Mahomed Khan took 
possession of Cabul. This happened in 1826. 

Dost Mahomed ruled Cabul with mildness and sagacity, and but that 
he. seemed more anxious to preserve peace at home than to extend his 
power abroad, would no doubt have acquired, without much difficulty 
the entire sovereignty of Affghanistan. He was held in much respect, 
and some degree of fear by surrounding tribes, and as he never shewed 
any disposition to restrain their lawless proceedings beyond the vicinage 
of his own Khanate, so did they rarely trouble themselves to invade his 
possessions, or aid in any intrigues to dislodge him. But there was 
a chief beyond the Indus, with whom he had a feud of the most deadly 
nature ; a chief who not only held a faith offensive to true Mussulmans, 
but had stained the Affghans’ flag by routing them in war, and wresting 
from them provinces to the west of the Indus. Runjeet Sing was the 
implacable foe of Dost Mahomed. He held Peshawur and Attock, in 
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defiance of the repeated efforts of the Affghans to regain them , and 
Runjeet Sing ^vas the ally of the Bntuh, and his quarrel, of cour’e, 
became theirs But natives and governments «eldom want pretexts 
for withholding assistance from each other, as Do«t Mahomed had in lus 
time experienced, when he sought the aid of the King of Bokhara and 
the ’WuUee of Kooloom It is po«sible, therefore, that the British autho- 
rities would have pleaded their favorite doctrine of non-mterfercnce, 
but for an accident which induced them not only to e«pou«e his cause, 
hut at the same time to revive the claims to the Doorance throne, of the 
exiled Shah Soojah, Russia had sent emissaries to Cabul, with the 
view of cultivating a good understanding with Dost Mahomed Khan 
The Governor General of India. Lord Auckland, naturally solicitous for 
the tranquillity of British India — a tranquillity that ran the nsk of lie- 
mg disturbed m proportion as the influence of Russia o%*er the gate 
of that empire increased— endeavoured to establish a counter-influence, 
and to require the dissolution of the Russian connexion Tailing m 
this. It became expedient and neces«ary to replace Do«t Mahomed by a 
ruler who should be favorable to the creation of a barrier against foreign 
approaches to India by the North-west, and whose friendship should be 
secured by the presence of a Bntish Array Hence the events recorded 
m the following pages 



I 




MEMORIALS 


OF 

AFFGHANISTAN. 


The jealousy with which the two most powerful states in the Conti- 
nent of Europe have regarded the dominion of Great Britain in India, has, 
at various times, during the past half century, developed itself in the 
form of intrigues, encroachments upon our nearest neighbours, or 
open attempts at invasion and the subversion of our power. The 
French, under Napoleon, menaced us from Egypt, and endeavoured to 
gain a footing in India, by forming alliances with powerful native chief- 
tains, and assisting them in their quarrel with the British Indian Govern- 
ment. Russia, more crafty in her policy, slowly and silently moved her 
forces, and extended her territory and influence in a southerly direction. 
The progress of her arms was not stayed until she had become mistress 
of Georgia, and the Northern provinces of Persia to the right bank of 
the Araxes. The sagacity and foresight of the Marquis of Wellesley, se- 
conded by the disciplined armies and fleets imder his control, bafiled the 
schemes of the French, who never revived the insane project of esta- 
blishing themselves in India after their reverses in Egypt, the loss of the 
Isle of France, and the destruction of Tippoo Saib’s power in Mysore ; 
while the remonstrances of the Home Ministry, and the protests of 
the public press, checked the aggressive spirit of successive Autocrats. 
For the twenty years, therefore, preceding 1837, little was heard of 
any intention, in even the most formidable quarter, to disturb the 
supreme authority maintained by the English over the vast expanse of 
territory lying between Cape Comorin and the Himalaya range. It is 
true, that speculations upon the feasibility of an invasion of India by 

B 
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Ilu««ta were rife , but these rather ongmated m the desire of sundry writers 
to establish theories of defence, than in any well-grounded apprehension 
that encroachments were meditated Some profc«'ed to shew, that the 
TOovement was impracticable , — others demonstrated its feasibility, as far 
ns the overthrow of natural obstacles was concerned, and suggested the 
pobtical arrangements and mihtaty dispositions calculated to frustrate 
the ambitious attempt 

About the middle of the year 1837, howeier, the late Sir Alexander 
(then Lieutenant) Bume**, being upon a commercia? mission to tlie Ameer 
Dost Mahomed Khan then de facto ruler of Cahul, and ommpotcnt m 
Northern AfFgliamstan, di'coicred certain agents actnely engaged m 
an cndcaiour to extend the influence of Russia, but atoxcedly only tliat 
of her instrument Pcr«ia, to the banks of the Indus , to which end, at 
tlie same time a Pcr'ian array likcuise assisted by Uus«ivi officers and 
agents, ^n8 hymg «icge to Herat Sw Alexander Bumes u«cd his bc'-t 
efforts to counteract thc«e intngucs and operations, but, failmg to do to, 
he returned to India, and appn‘<d Lord AueklTJid, Uie then Go%cmor 
General, of the result of his ob«cn*atJon«, suggesting at the same time, 
the course of policy uhich appeared to him adapted to counteract the 
schemes agitatmg m Afghanistan The Government ivas not long 
m determining upon tlic measures now rendered ad\usahle, particularly 
ns the corrc«i>ondcnce nhich tlic British Ministry had lliought projicr 
to open intli the Russian govemmeot upon the «ubjcct of the suspicious 
agencies at Cabul and Herat, and the aggressive operations against the 
latter state, had brought matters to a pas*, when a grand moicmcnt in 
India had become ncccs«nry to avert a senous rupture m Puropc 

Accordmglj, about the middle of the year 1838, prepanitions began 
to be made for the assembly of a large force upon the left bank of the 
Sutlcdgc, wbo«e destination ins understood to be Afghanistan and 
Herat and a prepamtor^ mission under the late Sir \V Macnaghlcn, 
T\ as deputed to Maliarajoh Ilunject Singh with the vimv of obtamin? Ins 
CO ojicmtion m the purposes of the expedition A considerable Inxli 
of Bombij troops under the command of Sir John Keane wa« at the 
same time ordered to proceed from Bombay up the Indu«, with the 
Injlc purpose of arranging with the Ameers for the free navi^ntion c f the 
nver, keeping up the commumcitjon with Bombay during the esmj'aign 
that might ensue and forming a junction with the Bengal force, and 
nmultaneously with tliesc mexsures n detachment « f troops »u| jsirteil 
b} a »lup of war nus sent to oreu|f the Island ff Lamck in tic 
I’mun Gulf 1 1 ktcji the I’mian* in check oi d iiitemij t their commerce 
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The close of the rainy monsoon was the moment chosen for throwing oiF 
all reserve, and disclosing to the world the plans which the Government 
had been organizing, and the manner in which it was intended to carry 
them into operation. Policy perhaps suggested in the following procla- 
mation the suppression of all direct allusion to Russian intrigue ; but it 
required very little sagacity to discover, that the references to Persian 
proceedings pointed to the party behind the scenes, who directed the 
movements of the Iranee puppet. 

1. The Right Hon’ble the Govr. Genl. of India having, with the 
concurrence of the Supreme Council, directed the assemblage of a 
British force for sendee across the Indus, His Lordship deems it proper 
to publish the following exposition of the reasons which have led to this 
important measure. 

2. It is a matter of notoriety that the treaties entered into by the 
British Govt, in the year 1832, Avith the Ameers of Sinde, the Nawab 
of Bahawulpore, and Maharajah Runjeet Singh, had for their object, 
by opening the navigation of the Indus, to facilitate the extension of 
commerce, and to gain for the British Nation, in Central Asia, that 
legitimate influence which an interchange of benefits would naturally 
produce. 

3. With a view to invite the aid of the de facto rulers of AfFghanistan 
to the measures necessary for giving full effect to those Treaties, Capt, 
Burnes was deputed, towards the close of the year 1836, on a mission 
to Dost Mahomed Khan, the Chief of Cabul. The original objects 
of that officer’s mission were purely of a commercial nature. 

4. Whilst Capt. Burnes, however, was on his journey to Cabul, 
information was recewed by the Govr. Genl. that the troops of Dost 
Mahomed Khan had made a sudden and unprovoked attack on those of 
our ancient Ally, Maharajah Runjeet Singh. It was naturally to be 
apprehended that His Plighness the Maharajah would not be slow 
to avenge this aggression ; and it was to be feared that the flames 
of war being once kindled in the very regions into which we Avere 
endeavouring to extend our commerce, the peaceful and beneficial pur- 
poses of the British Govt. Avould be altogether frustrated. In order 
to avert a result so calamitous, the Govr. Genl. resolved on authorizing 
Capt. Burnes to intimate to Dost Mahomed Khan that, if he should 
evince a disposition to come to just and reasonable terms with the 
Maharajah, His Lordship would exert his good offices Avith His High- 
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nc'ss for the restoration of an amicahk understanding between l!ic two 
powers The Maharajah, vntii the characteristic confidence wluch he 
has uniformly placed m the faith and friendship of the Bnti*h Nation, at 
once assented to the proposition of the Got Genl , to the effect that, 
in the meantime, hostilities on his part should he suspended 

5 It subsequently came to the knowledge of the Gorr Genl , tliat a 
Persian Army was besieging Herat , tliat mtngucs ^cre actirely prose- 
cuted throughout Affghanistan, for the purpose of extending Persian 
influence and authority to the banks of, and even beyond, the Indus , 
and that the Court of Persia had not only commenced a course of injury 
and insult to the officers of Her Majesty’s mission in the Persian terri- 
tory, hut had afforded evidence of being engaged in designs wholly at 
variance with the principles and objects of its alhance witli Great Britain 

6 After much time spent by Capt Bumes in fruitless negotiation at 
Cabui, It appeared, that Dost hfahomed Khan, clucfly m consequence of 
his reliance upon Persian cncoortgcrocnt and assistance, persisted, os 
respected his misundcrstandmg with the SikUa, m using the roost 
unrcuonabic pretensions such as the Govt Gent could not, consistent- 
ly With justice and his regard for the friendship of Maliarajoli Bunject 
Singh, be the channel of submitting to the consideration of His High- 
ness , Uiat he avoivcd schemes of oggnindircmcnt and ambition, in- 
jurious to the security and peace of the frontiers of India , and that he 
ojicnly tlircatcned, m furtherance of those schemes, to call m cscry 
foreign aid which he could command Ultimately he gave Ins undis- 
gmscU support to the Persian designs in Affglianistan, of tlic unfriendly 
and injurious character of which, ns concerned tlic Bntisli poivcr m 
India, he was well ajipnicd, and by his utter disregard of tlic views and 
interests of the Dnti«Ii Qovt , comjicllcd Capt Humes to leave Cabui 
wiUiout having effected any of the objects of his roi««ion 

7 It was now evident tliat no furtlicr intcrfcTtncc could be excrcwcil 
by the Cntish Gort to bnng about a good undentandmg between the 
Sikh Ruler and Dost Mahomed Khan, and the hostile policy of liic 
latter Clucf showed loo plainly that, so long ns Cabui remained under 
his Govt,, we could never hojic tliat tbc tranquillity of our iiciqhlxiur- 
hood would Iw secured, or tliat tlic interests of our Indian rmpuc 
would be preserved mvioUlc 

8 Ilic Govr Genl deems it in tins place nccw»ary to revert to 
the ncgts of Herat and the conduct of tl c Persian nation nie »ifgi i f 
ll <* city lia* now been camrd on by tlic Persian Army f »r many m ontf * 
n-»- attack iq-rf n it wx» n most nnju^tifall and cruel aiJCTesiiii 
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perpetrated and continued notwithstanding the solemn and repeated 
remonstrances of the British Envoy at the Court of Persia, and after 
eveiy just and becoming offer of accommodation had been madte and 
rejected. The besieged have behaved mth gallantry and fortitude 
worthy of the justice of their cause, and the Govr. Genl. would yet 
indulge the hope, that their heroism may enable them to maintain a 
successful defence, until succours shall reach them from British India. 
In the meantime, the ulterior designs of Persia, affecting the interests of 
the British Govt, have been, by a succession of events, more and more 
openly manifested. The Govr. Genl. has recently ascertained by an 
official despatch from Mr. McNeill, Her Majesty’s Envoy, that His 
Excellency has been compelled, by the refusal of liis just demands, and 
by a systematic course of disrespect adopted towards him by the Persian 
Govt., to quit the Court of the Shall, and to malce a public declaration 
of the cessation of all intercourse betiveen the two Govts. Tire neces- 
sity under which Great Britain is placed, of regarding the present 
advance of the Persian Arms into Affghanistan as an act of hostility 
towards herself, has also been officially communicated to the Shah, 
under the express order of Her Majesty’s Govt, 

9. The Chiefs of Candaliar (brothers of Dost Mahomed Khan of 
Cabul) have avowed their adherence to the Persian Policy, with the 
same full knowledge of its opposition to the rights and interests of 

‘ the British Nation in India, and have been openly assisting in the 
operations against Herat. 

10. In the crisis of affairs consequent upon the retirement of our 
Envoy from Cabul, the Govr. Genl. felt the importance of tailing 
immediate measures, for arresting the rapid progi’ess of foreign intrigue 
and aggression towards our own territories. 

11. His attention was naturally drawn at this conjuncture to the 
position and claims of Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk, a monarch who, when 
in power, had cordially acceded to the measures of united resistance 
to external enmity, which were at that time judged necessary by 
the British Govt., and who, on his empire being usurped by its present 
Rulers, had found an honorable asylum in the British Dominions. 

12. It had been clearly ascertained, from the information furnished 
by the various officers who have visited Affghanistan, that the Barukzye 
Chiefs, from disunion and unpopularity, were ill fitted, under any circum- 
stances, to be useful Allies to the British Govt., and to aid us in our 

■ just and necessary measures of national defence. Yet so long as they 
refrained from proceedings injurious to our interest and security, the 
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Bnti«h GoNt acknowledged and impeded tlicir aulhonty But a dif- 
ferent policy appeared to be now more tlian justified by the conduct 
of tbd«e chiefs, and to he indi^pcn^iblc to crur own safety. The welfare 
of our po^ecseions m the East regimes that we should baic on our 
Western Frontier, an ally who » interested m resisting aggrcs«ion, and 
cstabli«hmg tranquillity, in the place of chiefs ranging themselves in 
subservience to a hosUlc power, and seeking to promote schemes of 
conquc«t and aggrandiRcmcnt 

13 After a serious and mature delibcrotion, the Govr Genl was 
satisfied that a prcs*»ing nccc«*ity, as well ns every considcmtion of 
policj and justice, warranted us in espousing llie cause of Shall Soojah- 
ool-Moolk, whooc popularity throughout Afighanistan had been proicd 
to His Lordship by the strong and unanimous tc'timonj of the Lc«t 
autliontics Having armed at tins determination, tlic Govr. Genl was 
further of opmion, that it was just and jiropcr, no lc«s from the position 
of Maliarajali Uunjeet Singh, than from ins undcvinting fncnddiip 
towards the Bntidi Goicmmcnt, tliat His Highness should have the 
offer of becoming a party to the contemplated operations. Mr Mae- 
naghten was acconlmglj deputed m June last to the Court of His 
Highness, and the result of lus misnon has been the conclusion of n 
'XViparlitc Treaty by the Bnti«h Government, the iNfahanj’ah, and 
Shtdi Soojah.ool-Moolk, whereby His Highnc«8 is guaranteed m lus 
present j>o««c««iQn8, and has bound him«clf to co-operate for the • 
restoration of tlic Shall to the Uironc of his ancestors 'Hie fnends 
and enemies of anj one of the contracting parties, have been declared 
to be tlic fnends and enemies of all Vanous points liavc been ad* 
ju*tctl, which hail been the subjects of disni'sion between the Britwli 
Govt and Hw Higlinc*s the Maliamjah, Uic identity of who*e interests 
with tho«c of the Hon’blc Company, lias now been made apjiarcnt 
to all tlic surrounding states A guaranlcctl independence will, upon 
favouTwble cowditwws. Ins ttwdcved to tl\c Ameers of Suvdt , and tUa 
integrity of Herat, m the j) 0 * 8 cs»ion of its present ruler, will be fully 
respected, while by the mcisurrs completed, or in progress, it may 
rca«onably be hojictl that the generaJ freedom and security of cnoitnercc 
will be promoted , tliat the name and just influtnec of the British Goit 
will pain ihnr proj<T footing among Uie natives of Central Asia, 
that trancjmlhty will Xte cftabli*! Upon the most imjKtrtanl frontier c f 
Irdta , and tliat a lavling barrier will be raised ogaiti't intngue ard 
rn<^ttchmoit 

14 His Majes’y Shah '*ouja’i o« I M« 11, will enter AiT-lati tan 
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surrounded by his own troops, and will be supported against foreign 
interference, and factious opposition, by a British Army. The Govr. 
Genl. confidently hopes, that the Shah will be speedily replaced on his 
throne by his own subjects and adherents, and when once he shall 
be secured in power, and the independence and integrity of Affghanistan 
established, the British Army will he withdrawn. The Govr. Genl. 
has been led to these measures, by the duty which is imposed upon him 
of providing for the secuiity of the possessions of the British crown ; 
but he rejoices that, in the discharge of tliis duty, he will be enabled to 
assist in restoring the union and prosperity of the Affghan people. 
Throughout the approaching operations, British infiuence will be sedu- 
lously employed to further every measure of general benefit ; to recon- 
cile differences ; to secure oblivion of injuries ; and to put an end to 
the. distractions by which, for so many years, the welfare and happiness 
of the Affghans have been impaired. Even to the Chiefs, whose hostile 
proceedings have given just cause of ofifence to the British Govt., it 
will seek to secure liberal and honorable treatment, on their tendering 
.early submission ; and ceasing from opposition to that course of measures, 
which may be judged the most suitable for the general advantage of 
their country. 

By Order of the Right Hon’ble the Govr. Genl. of India, 

(Signed) W. H. Macnaghten, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, with the Govr. Genl. 

mtificatiott. 

With reference to the preceding declaration, the following appoint- 
ments are made : — 

Mr. W. H. Macnaghten, Secretary to Govt., will assume the func- 
tions of Envoy and Minister on the part of the Government of India at 
the court of Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk. Mr. Macnaghten will be assisted 
by the following officers : — 

Capt. Alexander Burnes, of the Bombay Establishment, who will 
be employed under Mr. Macnaghten’s directions as Envoy to the Chief 
of Kelat, or other s totes. 

Lieut. E. D’Arcy Todd, of the Bengal Artillery, to be Pohtical Assis- 
tant and Military Secretary to the Envoy and Minister. 

Lieut. Eldred Pottinger, of the Bombay Artillery ; Lieut. R. Leech, 
of the Bombay Engineers; Mr. P. B. Lord, of the Bombay Medical 
Establishment, to be Political Assistants to the Envoy and Minister. '> ‘ 
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Ijicut E B CJonoIly, of the Cth llcgt Bengnl Canljy, to cominanfl 
the E«cort of the Envoy and Mim*»tcr, and to he Military AFsi^tant 
to the Envoy and Minister 

Mr G J Bcrviick of the Bengal Medical E'tahli^hincnt, to he Sur- 
geon to the Emoy and Minister 

(Signed) W. H MACVAonTES, 

Oct l»f, 1838 Secy to the Got I of India, vnth the Gorr Genl 

On the 29th of November, 1838, the Bengal Din«ion of the Army 
alluded to in the first passage of the above PnocLAMATtov, as«cmhled 
at Fcrozeporc, on the left banV. of the Suticdge and con«istctl of the 
following troops — 


Fir*t Division 

Major Ofseral Sir WittoimaT Cotton, KCB 


H Ms 13th Lancers, "i 
2nd Eight Cavalry, > 

3rd Light Cavalry, J 

let Local Ilorsc, 1 

4tli Lord Horse, / 

H Ms 13thLt Infy i 
•IStli Native Infantry, > 
ICOi Native Infantry , J 
3lst Native Infantry, T 
•13rd Native Infantry, > 
•ISnd Native Infantry, J 
H M 'ft 3rd Huffs, -i 
21i\\ NaUic Infantry, > 
Jnd Native Infantry, J 


Ut Cavalry Brigade, Colonel U Arnold C B, 
H M 's ICth Lancers ■ 

2nd CniTilry Brigade, Colonel J Skinner, C B 

tat Infantry Bngadc, Colonel K Sale, C B 
II M *s l3Ui Light Infantry. 


2nd Infuitry Brigade, Major Gtncral Nott 


Ird Infmtiy Brigade, Colonel Dennis, II M V 
Buffs 


Major GE*<EaAL I)cvcAV*a Divisiov. 

35th Native Infantry T . . . .. » 

IScrSdl uroi^nUrgt I''* '"''"‘''T '' 

3:!!.Nt,UTcIn'Antry. J "iKan Itcpmcu' 

6th Native Infantry, T 

2<)*h Na’tvclnfantry, >5lh Ifi^antry Hngadf Colcm*^! IVul 2*)*h N I 
53nl NVirr Irffantry, J 
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Several Batteries of Horse and Foot and Camel Artillery, command- 
ed by Colonel Graham, C. B., and' a large detachment of Sappers under 
Captain Thomson of the Engineers. 

In addition to these, though not forming a part of the force, there 
were a Regiment of Cavalry and two Regiments of Infantr)^, with the 
Body Guard, and a Battery of Horse Artillery, all composing the Escort 
of the Right Honorable the Governor General. A levy of six thousand 
men, armed, equipped, officered, and drilled after the manner of European 
troops, and called the regiments of Shah Soojah, was a few miles a 
head, with His Majesty, in pursuance of the arrangement of his entering 
" Affghanistan surrounded by his own troops.” 

On the arrival of the army at its encamping ground, it was greeted 
by the Commander-in-Chief, Sir Henry Fane, G. C. B., with the follow- 
ing Order : — 

ORDERS BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE COMMANDER-IN- 

CHIEF. 

TO THE AEMY OF THE INDUS, 

Head-Quarters, Camp, Ferozepore, 9.1th Nov,, 1838. 

1. Circumstances in the countries west of the Indus have so greatly 
changed since the assembly of tbis army for service, that the Right 
Honorable the Governor General has deemed that it is not requisite 
to send forward the whole force ; but that a part only will be equal to 
effecting the future objects in view. 

2. His Lordship has therefore been pleased to instruct His Ex- 
cellency the Commander-in-Chief as follows ; — 

The whole of the cavalry, one troop of horse artillery, one battery 
of 9 prs., and the artillery of the park, the sappers and miners, and 
three brigades of infantry, shall go forward; and the remainder of the 
troops will await farther orders at Ferozepore. 

3. The lot to go forward has fallen on the troops enumerated as 
follows ; — 

The 2d troop, 2d brigade of horse artillery. 

The camel battery of 9 prs. 

The 1st, 2d, and 4th brigades of infantry. 

The division of infantry to be commanded by Major-General Sir W. 
Cotton, being the senior Major-General. 

4. Tire troops to go forward, and those to remain in Hindoostan, 
may make their arrangements accordingly. The head of the column 

c 
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trill iDOTC on RS soon ns possible after the army shall hare been re- 
viewed by the Right Honorable the Governor General, imd the Malia- 
raja Runjeet Sing. 

5. Whatever alterarions may be reqmsitc in the details of the Staff, 
will be communicated in a futtirc order. 

C. His Excellency fiic Commandcr-m-Cbief deems this a fitting 
opportunity for expressing the great gradfication which he has received 
from witnessing tlie alacrity evinced by all lanhs of the army to 
serve their country on the present occasion, and from their excellent 
conduct on their march from the Jumna to the Sutlej. He assures them 
that had their services been still required in advance, and had he had 
the pleasure of leading them forward, he would have met any troops 
which might have been opposed to them with a full confidence of suc- 
cess, founded on their courage and excellent discipline, and on the 
zeal of the officers he has had the honor to command, 
fiy Order of HLs Excellency the Cbmmander-m-Chicf, 

P. CiuioiE, ilfff/or, 

Hepy. A^jt, Cfni. of the Army, 
Tlic ‘ circumstances’ which caused the change in the intentions of 
Government, arc explained in the following Notification, which was 
issued on tiic 8tii November, soon after the army imd quitted Kumaul, 
on its march to Fcrozqxjrc 

ICofIfifatiou. 

oRort^ nv THE Rionv iioKOKAatK the covervor nzvraAt 
or IKDIA. 

sKcarr nrrARTMrNT. 

Camp at fludJee, the Bth fsovemhtr, 18.1S. 

'Ilte Right Honorable the Governor General of India is pleawd to 
publi»Jj. for Rcncral information, the lubjoinrd Extract of a lictter from 
lieutmant.Colonel Stoddart, dated Herat. U>c lOth of fwptember, 1838, 
and (uldrt’iwd to llie Secretary to tlic* Government of India .‘— 

*’ 1 have the honor, by direction, of Her flritannic Envoy 

Extraordinary and Miniiter nenipotmtiaiy, and the Honorable Ea-»t 
India Company’* Envoy m the Court of Pcffia. to »rqosInt you. for 
the information cf the R»^*bt Honorable tlje (Jorero'ir General cf 
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India in Council, tliat His Majesty, the Shah of Persia yesterday rais- 
ed the siege of this city, and with the whole of the Iloyal camp 
marched to Sanghust, about twelve miles, on his return to his own do- 
minions. His Majesty proceeds without delay by Toorbut, Shekhi 
.Taum, and Meshid, to Teheran. 

” This is in fulfilment of His Majesty’s compliance with the de- 
mands of the British Government, which I had the honor of deliver- 
ing on the 12th instant, and of the whole of which His Majesty an- 
nounced his acceptance on the 14th August. 

“ His hlajcsty Shah Kamran, and his Vnzeer Yar Maliomed Khan, 
and the whole city, feel sensible of the sincerity of the friendship of the 
British Government, and Mr. Pottingcr and myself fully participate 
in their gratihidc to Providence, for the happy event I have now the 
honor to report.” 

In giving publicity to this important intelligence, the Governor 
General deems it proper, at the same time, to notify that, while he 
regards the relinquishment by the Shah of Persia of his hostile de- 
signs upon Herat, as a just cause of congratulation to the Govern- 
ment of British India, and its allies, he uill continue to prosecute 
wth -vigour, tlie measures 'which have been announced with a view to 
the substitation of a friendly, for a hostile power, in the Eastern Pro- 
vinces of Affghanistan, and to the establishment of a pennanent barrier 
against schemes of aggression upon oiu- North-West Frontier. 

The Bight Hon’blc the Governor General is pleased to appoint 
Lieutenant Eldred Pottinger, of the Bombay Artilleiy’-, to bo Political i 
Agent of Herat, subject to the orders of the Envoy and Minister at 
the Court of Shah Sooja Ool Moolk. Tliis appointment is to have 
effect from the 9th of September last, the date on which the siege of 
Herat was raised by the Shah of Persia. 

In conferring the above appointment upon Lieutenant Pottinger, 
the Governor General is glad of the opportunity afforded him of 
bestowing the high applause which is due to the signal merits of that 
officer, who was present in Herat during the whole period of its pro- 
tracted 'siege, and who, under circumstances of peculiar danger and 
difficulty, has by his fortitude, ability, and judgment, honorably sus- 
tained the reputation and interests of his country. 

By Order of the Bight Honorable the Governor General of India, 

W. H. Macnaghten, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, with the Govr. Genl. 
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It miy naturvlly be supposed that tlie nlteration m the posture of 
nflaire occasioned by the retreat from Herat, cau«cd a great deal of 
tmnoyance to the Army Every man was so fully po^'csscd with the 
belief that he was dc«tjned to cross swords with flic Pcr«ian*', that the 
mtclUgcnce of their ‘ di'crction* gave le plomb to lus zeal The lustre 
which the very idea of encountering a large force, said to be led and 
instigated by Russian emissaries and ofBccr«, bad spread around tlic 
armament, was now entirely dissipated, and no feircr prospect presented 
Itself than that of a long march through an unmtcresting country, and 
the final occupation of a comparative desert 

Very little time, however, was gl^cn to tlie Army, to ruminate 
on these, and other more rational, causes of discontent The amval 
of hfaharajaii Kunjccl Sing, tlie Rolcr of the Punjaub, cimultanc 
ously with that of the Right HonTile tlie Governor General, who 
had nnanged to meet him on the banks of the Sutlcdgc, was the 
signal for a senes of pomps and displays, which gave ample occupa- 
tion to every man in camp 

A« part of the lu«tory of the annaroent—at least as connwted wnlli 
its jwhtical ohjecls-- a dcscnption may here be given of the meeting 
between the Right Hon’blc l/ird Auckland, Governor Gcnend of India, 
and Ins Highoe«8 Maliarijali Runjcct Smg the Lord of tlic Five Rivers , 
It IS denved from the Calcutta Fnghshmen, the Editor of Mhich iwipcr 
lKr«onalIj attended the ceremonials, and reported them 

First Pvt 

Ftro-epore Aoveirtier 2D --Flic interview between I<Qrd Auckland 
and the Malianijih those ' two suns of glory.' came oT this morning, 
rcaiumg m its pomp and glittering variety, all the anticipations 
of the ummtiatcd At dajbreak. the guard of honor, consisting of 
n squadron of Her Majesty '« l6Ui lancers, a squadron of the Ith 
light cavalf), the camel battery, a troop of horse ertfllcty. Her ^Ia- 
je»ty a 3d buff# the 43d, 3Ut, 2d, and 42d regiments native mfan 
try. lie body guard and the fank compaiucs of the Furoj*ean rvgi 
tnent, got under arms, and procvcdwl to form n atrevt, leading to ihc 
durbar tenU of the Governor General, which were enclosed n an ntm- 
urc am formed tf Kniivt* Soon afterrards. Major Wadr Mr 
\V H McNaglten, Mr J U Colna, Mr H Torrrn*, SifWdlwighby 
and llti-ad cr AtnoH ptocevded (aeewnpanted by * ihtaeh- 
rent rf tl e -lih CJialry an! n number of 'Tti) tw tb- tnrafpmm* 
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of Runjeet Sing, across the river,* to escort His Highness to the Gover- 
nor General’s camii. And now were seen numerous cavaliers and 
gentlemen, hurrying, some on elephants, some on horseback, some on 
camels, to rendezvous at the durbar tent, and witness the imposing 
ceremony of the visit ; and it is no exaggeration to say that this congre- 
gation of the gay and gallant was, in itself, a sight worth travelling 
a great distance to behold. There were some two or three hundred of- 
ficers of difierent regiments off duty, and these, with a great number of 
staff and general officers, many of whom bore the orders of the Bath, 
of Hanover, of the Lion and the Sun, and of the Bright Star of the 
East, presented a picture of military splendor rarely exhibited in India. 
At about half-past eight o’clock. Lord Auckland came into the area, 
and was received by the flank companies of the Em'opean regiment, who 
did duty at the tents, with presented arms. About half-past nine, the 
distant clangor of a band of indescribable musicians announced the 
approach of the Maharajah. Now was ‘ mounting in hot haste ;’ down 
went the assembled elephants to receive the Governor General, Sir H. 
Fane, and their cortege; off went horsemen and chobdars, a goodly 
troop, to precede the procession, and in three minutes the whole body, 
forming two lines of elephants, marched up the street of regiments to 
meet the Maharajah. And now the guns of the camel battery spat 
forth their salutation, and horses reared, and troops presented arms, 
and hands struck up our ‘ National anthem ;’ Seiks galloped in and out 
in wild disorder, and dust arose even to the point of enveloping the 
•proud procession. At the end of the street, (so happily was the whole 
thing timed and arranged,) the Maharajah appeared in the centre of 
a line of elephants, and met the Governor General and his gorgeous 
suite, just as his Lordship had reached its termination. The Maha- 
rajah, simply clothed in a red tunic and trowsers, and a turban of the 
same description — without one single trinket to adorn a person which, 
‘ not to spealc it profanely,’ would be very little the better, or the worse, 
of such adorning ; the Maharajah, be it known, was now received into 
Lord Auckland’s howdah, and the whole pageant wheeled about to pro- 
ceed to the durbar. To describe the rush that was made to reach 
the audience tent, and secure a good position while the formal interview 
took place, is utterly beyond the compass of a feeble historian. As 
the time advanced, Seffi chieftains ‘ all clinquant, all in gold,’ or clothed 
in every diversity of color, and every imaginable variety of picturesque 

• The Maharajah was there encamped with some 20,000 followers, regular and irre- 
gular. 
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co«tume, armed to the teeth vnth ^icar, eahre, “hield, and lighted 
inatclilock— “cramhled onwards, compebDg with the British red coats 
for a ■ peep at the tvmasha ’ Am^cd at the tents, which were already 
nearly crammed to suffocation, the Maharajah (ginng precedence to 
Lord Auckland) nhghted, and leaning upon the arm of His Lordship 
and Sir Henry Fane, made hia way into the tent But such was the 
density of the mob of nififairM, and uncouth Punjaubecs composing 
Uunjeet s guard of honor, and so utterly dark was the whole apartment, 
from the crow d that blocked up the entrance, that it was ATith liie great- 
c«t difficulty His Highness reached one of tlie couches to the right 
of the tent, where the Mi«s Edens, wiUi Mrs Churchill, Mrs Sale, Mr^ 
Vi II, McNaghten, and several other ladies, sat to icccire him In 
deed, if he had not lind the luck to be helped through by the good 
stout arm of ‘ stalwart Fane,* who is accustomed to force passages, »t 
is doubtful if the Maharajah could have reached the couch at all Here 
Major Wade came up, and did dragoman for I/>rd Auckland and the 
ladies for a few minutes After tlus, the Governor General, nidcil 
ns before by Sir Henry, took the Mahanjah into an inner tent, where 
chairs of state were arranged, and the ot •’oXXoj excluded About Unity 
gentlemen and the hdica alone, with Runjcct's pnme minister, las 
son, and some of the pnnapal sirdars, were pcrmiUcd to assist at this 
put of the business , and Uie more effectually to preserve tins exclusive- 
ness, Uic compaiues of the Furopcan regiment were called in nndwitli a 
few troopers of Uic body guard formed a lane for the passage of the 
party to and fro Within tlus tent, the portable presents were pro. 
duecd, and exhibited a goodly selection from the choict't articles to 
be found in the hctuqvet of tlic gunsmiths and jewellers of Calcutta 
But the gift of gifts, that t>cforc which the Maliamjah bent v itli the 
devotion of a pmtr cA<T«/i<r, and the affection of a faiUdul and ‘ ana. 
cat ally, was a full length portrait of our gracious little Queen, painted 
hf Edr» /or tiir octajjOB, and ejjcompas'cd by a filing {nsne 
of solid gold and jcwelleil cornices On receiving this present, which 
was brought in by Major-Gcncnd Sir \\illougbhy Cotton (while the 
camel Iniicry fired a royal salute ) the htsharajah, througli Major 
\tades Intcrjavtalion significvl hts intention to Imng it up tn his tent 
and tre a salu*e in its honor ' A good deal of edifying conTcrsatyin 
11 r* jia,'*cd between U c Goverr ir Omend and hi* royal viu'or 

\S ben all bad Iwtn »a d tlist It was U'OU~hl rctjui'itr to lay tvx tti^ 
fimisrtjj tie Miiarajili rscurted as bcfirr. ivocrcdal ti nfiftKrf 
tmt. ti KT t*e liowiii'T* the cajmvwBcd etepfun** and tfjr mSf-ri 
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ficcnt liorscs wliicli hud been prepared for liis aceeptnnee. Tlic howit- 
zers were extolled, the elephants praised, and the horses admired, 
though His Highness’s taste, in the latter article, differs from that 
of the English, inasmuch as he was most talvcn with that which our 
countiymen deemed the least entitled to approbation. 

The inteiA-iew and its attendant ceremonies having now ceased, 
the Maharajah was attended to his elephant, which he duly mounted, 
and amidst compliments, hurrahs, the discharge of cannon, and the 
discourse of hautboys, retumed to the place from whence he came, 
preceded and followed, as before, by a horde of retainers, and accom- 
panied by Sir W. Cotton and some political officers. The troops 
were then marched off the ground, and the crowds of spectators re- 
turned at mid-dny to their homes and their breakfast. 

Second Day. 

November 30. — ^This day wtis devoted to a return of the visit at- 
tempted to be described above ; and most truly may it be said, that 
to-day was the muster of yesterday. The Scilcs fairly ‘ shone do^^'n the 
English.’ 

At break of day, the IGth lancers and the 2d cavalrj>- sprung into 
their saddles, and went ahead, under the command of Colonel Arnold, 
to occupy the opposite or right bank of the Sutledge, at the foot of 
the bridge of boats, and await the coming of the Governor Gcnend. 
His Lordship was not long in his preparations for a start. Before sun- 
rise, the body guard were paraded outside the enclosure, and very soon 
afterwards Lord Auckland, with his Secretariat, Sir W. Casement, 
Sir W. Cotton, Colonel Skinner, Major Wade, and several Staff 
Officers and Brigadiers, to the number of about thirty, left the tents 
as before, on elephants, in tnm close columns, the movement being 
announced by a salute from the guns of the horse artillery attached 
to the escort. Scarcely any regimental officer was permitted to accom- 
pany the procession, as the apprehension of a crush had induced the 
Maharajah to limit his imitation to some fifty or sixty gentlemen of 
the highest rank, or immediately about the person of the Governor 
General and Commander-in-Chief. 

When the procession had gone a few hundred yards, a deputation, 
consisting of Shere Sing, the Maharajah’s second son, and Dliihan 
Sing, his Prime Minister, with several other Rajahs and Sirdars si- 
milarly mounted, and escorted by some two or three hundred irregu- 
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lar cavalry, and a company of regular infantry, met His lordship, 
and turned about to accompany him to the camp of the Maharajah 
The march, oier a space of about three miles, now became extremely 
picturesque and interesting The pace of the elephants kept the 
horde of Seiks at a hard gallop, thereby affordmg them an excellent 
opportunity of displaymg to advantage their equitation and martial 
bearing The costume of the cavahen was of course of a very 
motley complexion, and thejr arms, oppomtmente, horses, and equip- 
ments, were not, perhaps, of an order to challenge cIo«e mspection , 
but the tout ensemfife of the p^eant was go extremely unlike any- 
thmg that one sees anywhere else , — there was such a pleasant dash 
of poetry and romance m the congregation of darmg horsemen bearing 
lance, targe, and matchlock, and flaunting m all varieties of colors, and 
diversities of umform, that cntimsm vras entirely disarmed 

On reaching the bridge of boats the party proceeded across the 
Sutledge singly, as there was no room for two elephants abreast At 
the opposite aide, the Governor General was met by Sir Henry Fane, 
Generds Torrens and Churchill, and the rest of the Staff and visitors 
from His Excellency’s camp These jomed the first body of elepliants, 
and the whole then moved forwards up a spacious street, formed by 
Her Majesty's 16th lancers and the Sod light cavalry The appearance 
of the lancers, under arms, was beyond all praise They pTe«entcd 
a spectacle which no Englishman could contemplate wuthout some 
degree of pnde At the extremity of the street in question, the Gover- 
nor General and his corl/^e came up on a sinall winding stream, o>er 
which a sort of road had been constructed of rushes, earth, and 
planks , and beyond this His Lordship entered upon an avenue formed 
by some thousands of the picked troops of the Maharajah Proceeding 
up the avenue, two lines of camel artillery, fZumboors,) stretchmg 
to the right and left of a nsiag ground, fired an irregular «alutc, while 
the aU('e of regular ca^nlry floun^hed trumpets and kettle drums, and 
presented arms On went the pageant, while every step unfolded 
to the view some fresh spectacle on which the eye might rest with 
pleasure After passmg two regiment*, a dicharge of distant artillery 
announced that the Maharajah had kft his tents, and in a few 
minutes afterwards. His Highness might be seen coming doivn to 
meet his noble visitors m all the pomp and ciTCum«tance peculiar to an 
oriental procession 

'fhe scene which now presented itself, is utterly beyond dc^cnp* 
lion All that the imagination can conceive of human grandeur—* 
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all that the most exuberant fancy can devise in its endeavour to 
pourtray the ncanf of royal splendour, was here bodied forth. Adowu 
the avenue, formed by the serried ranks of hundreds of steady 
horsemen, whose steel casques and gay appointments glittered in the 
sun, moved two ttwssc.^ of elephants, bearing on their lofty backs the 
mightiest potentates of the Orient, scnled in their gorgeous howdahs, 
and attended by the chief officers of their respective courts, sump- 
tuously attired. Beyond were seen columns upon columns of scar- 
let-clad and helmcttcd troops, ‘ all furnished, all in arms,’ arrayed 
with a precision, and prcsciwing a steadiness, worthy of the best Euro- 
pean discipline, while behind and about their ranks, stretching to 
the east and to the west, was an extensive encampment, in the centre 
of which were numerous tents of crimson and gold, indicating the 
chosen abode of a powerful military^ chicftiin. Crowded together, 
at viewing distance from the legions, thousands of spectators of the 
humblest classes stood in ranks, prcscr\'ing a silence, a decorum, and 
an ivmohililg, which proved the existence of a severe militimy discipline 
even in the walks of civil life. No shouts rent the air, — save the 
licensed clamors of some rude faqueer : no vociferous cheers manifested 
the exuberant joyousness of a happy population. The adlniration of 
the people — if admiration it were — was only depicted in their silent 
awe and breathless astonishment ; or kept in check by the apprehension 
of high displeasure. Not many minutes elapsed before the transient 
view, here attempted to be described, was interrupted by the rencontre 
of the two stately processions. It was not difficult to distinguish 
the Maharajah from his proud and gallant Sirdars : seated on a pon- 
derous elephant in the centre of tlic line, and habited, as on the day 
before, in his dark crimson shawl cloth tunic, trowsers, and turban, 
without any tinsel or trinkets — in short, without any other relief to the 
uniformity of his exterior than that presented by a flowing wiiite beard 
— the sagacious old man came out in strong contrast with his richly- 
clad attendants and cliieftains. On closing with the Governor General, 
the Maharajah saluted His Lordship, and received him into liis 
how'dah, upon wiiich the cannon again ‘ spoke to the trumpet’, and the 
columns of elephants, now' united, proceeded to the Durbar tents. The 
arrival at their destination, was the signal for another salute from 
the batteries of Runjeet’s horse artillery, wliile bands of music, uncom- 
monly well trained, played our National anthem, and loud clarions 
proclaimed the glory of the Maharajah. The tents were enclosed with- 
in a vast area of crimson cloth w’alls, about nine feet high, and decorated 
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With yellow lace Within the endosure, in i^ell arranged ranlcs, 
forming numerous alUes and guards of honor, *«tood some tuo or three 
thousand of the household troops of the Maharajah, clad, for the most 
part, in cnmson silk or elegant hncauh, and armed with highly poh«hed 
matchlocks and shields The most perfect order, — the most profound 
silence prevailed, — broken only by the royal band, (formerly m the 
service of the Begum Sumroo,) and the munnurs of approbation pro- 
ceeding from European lips Al^hting within this splendid enclosure 
the Maharajah conducted Lord Auckland, the Commander-m Chief, 
and their suite to the Durbar tent, which consisted of n splendidly 
carpetted floor, provided with numerous gold and silver chairs, and 
covered m by a spacious sumeeana, lined with shawl cloth, placed in 
front of the Maharajah’s principal pavilion Here the whole assembly 
took their seats, and the ceremony of the introductions took place. 
Major Wade and Mr W H McNaghten, who sat on Lord Auckland’s 
right, acting as interpreter on behalf of the English visitors As the 
British officers were severally introduced to Runjeet Singh, he addressed 
a few words to them, and rallied Colonel Skinner upon their old ac- 
quaintanceship The principal Sirdars then presented themselves, and 
severally did homage to their Chief, receiving a few comphmcntapy 
taJaami, and now and then an expression of good will When the pre- 
sentations were over, a band of nautch girls, bedirened with jewellery, 
and beautified after their fashion with missec, silver dust, etc , were 
called in, and formed a httle circle, whfle the roost celebrated bayaderes 
treated the company to a few of those singular movements which here 
pass for dancing The »hawls, trinkets, cloths, etc , which constituted 
the presents on these occasions, were now brought in, exhibited, and 
then appropriated by the officers of the Goveroor General’s suite after 
the ordinary system The horses, etc , were then inspected, and here 
terminated the ceremonials of the meeting on the modem ‘ Field of the 
Cloth of Gold ’ Some httle tune was passed m visiting the diflcrcnt 
tents, inspecting the furmture, and other paraphemaha and comer«ing 
vnth the clucf Sirdars, and the Governor Gencril then offered his 
adieus to the Maharajah, resumed his scat in the howdah, and departed 
m tlie order of his coming , the horse artillery, as before, honoring the 
Cl ent b) a roj al dilute ” 
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The ceremonies having terminated, the force destined for operations 
beyond the Indus, commenced its march, while the Governor General 
proceeded to pay a complimentary visit to the ruler of the Punjaub. 
The altered posture of affairs at Herat, as we have already shewn, 
caused a material reduction in the portion of the army contributed by 
the Bengal presidency, which now consisted of the following troops 
only 

Her Majesty’s 16th Regiment of Lancers and 13th Light Infantry, 
Bengal European Regiment, 2nd and 3rd Regiments of Light Ca- 
.valry, the Camel Battery, a proportion of Horse and Foot Artillery, 
Engineers, Skinner’s Horse, the 16th, 31st, 35th, 37th, 42nd, 43rd, 
and 48th Regiments. N. 1. Shah Soojah’s force continued stiU in 
advance, mustering 6000 strong ; and it was arranged, that after Lord 
Auckland had quitted Lahore, another body of 4800 men should move 
with Timour Shah, (Shah Soojah’s son,) to Peshawur, under the 
command of Lieut. Col. Wade, for the purpose of marching upon 
Cabool by the Khyber Pass, simultaneously with the movement upward 
from Sinde. 

On the 10th December 1838, the Bengal force, — we borrow from 
Major Hough’s minute and accurate description, — “marched in five 
columns preceded by the Engineers, Sappers and Miners in advance. 
The Head Quarters, (Major General Sir W. Cotton, commanding,) 
Horse Artillery and Cavalry Brigade moved on the 10th. The 1st, 2nd 
and 4th Infantry Brigades; and the park of Artillery and 4th Local 
Horse and the Commissariat supplies and stores in separate columns 
in succession, keeping a march between each column ; and this was 
the order of march till the Army reached Rohree (Bukkur) in Sinde. 
The Commissariat supplies which accompanied the army, (amount- 
ing to about 9500 and about 38,000, including the camp followers,) 
were as follow: 30 days’ supplies of all kinds, slaughter cattle for 
2|- months ; additional quantities of grain were sent down by water to 
Rohree, and depots were formed at Bawulpoor, Shikarpore, etc. A 
reserve depot was established at Ferozepore, containing 50,000 maunds, 
and two months’ supplies of other grain. 14,235 camels were employed 
(for supplies only) with the Army on leaving Ferozepore. Each column 
carried a certain quantity of supplies with it. The sick and principal 
hospital stores were sent down by water. It was intended, had it been 
practicable, to have sent the ordnance stores, etc. by water, but boats 
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could not be procured m sufficient numbers Indeed boats were re- 
quired to be sent down to Bukkur on the Indus to form the bridge of 
boats, for which purpose timbers xrere floated down It would have 
been desirable to transport all heavy stores by water, and thus have 
saved the cattle The march of the Army from Ferozepore to llohree, 
on the Indus, never bemg above twenty, and often within a few miles of 
the nver, (which assumes the names of the Sutluj, Gharra and Punjnud, 
till it falls onto the Indus), enabled the troops to have communications 
with the fleet of boats “ 

Simultaneously with this movement, the Bombay Army, under Sir 
John Keane, having lauded m Smde, inarched towards Hyderabad where 
Colonel (now Sir Henry) Pottinger was endeavouring to effect a treaty 
with the Ameers, to insure for us an unmterrupted march through 
their temtones, the temporary occupation of Fort Bukkur on the Indus, 
a'>''istance m the prosecution of our plans (to the extent of obtaimng 
provisions for the troops ) the payment of twenty eight lacs of rupees 
and occupation of a part of the country by a reserve force 

The march down the left bank of the Sutledge was not distinguished 
by any particular events It was evident that there was a deficiency of 
public carnage, and the needlessly vast number of followers caused much 
expense and inconvenience, for their consumption was great, and the 
country was, rnth the exception of a few patches, extremely poor and 
barren , but nothing else occurred which was considered worthy of 
record Sur Henry Fane, who accompamed the force m his boats on 
the Sutledge, retained the command until its amiiil at Bohrce, where 
a halt took place, owing to some difficulty about the ccs'ion of Bukkur, 
and the refusal of the Ameers to conclude the treaty with Colonel Pot- 
tmger After a hnef delay, a proportion of the Bengal force under Sir 
Willoughby Cotton was detached to Hydrabad to co operate with Sir 
John Keane , but it had not proceeded many marches from Bobree, when 
It vvas a'certained that the Amcere had signed the treaty A counter- 
march was immediately ordered Meanwhile, the Shahs force under 
Major General Simpson, had marched down the right bank of the Indus 
and took Larkhana, a place belonging to the Ameers , a measure which 
doubtless had its due effect in procunng the conclusion of the treaty 
On the return of the troops to Bohrce, Sir Henry Fane took Ins fare- 
well of them m the following Gencnil Order, and the command of 
tlic Bengal column tbcncc dciolvcd on Major General Sir Willoughby 
Cotton 

“ His F xccllenc) the Commander in Chief being about to leave the 
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Bengal Column of tlie Army of the Indus in his progress where his duty 
calls him, feels it due to the troops, previous to liis departure, to record 
what he has witnessed of their conduct during their march from Feroze- 
pore into Sinde, to hold it up as an example for their brother-soldiers 
on all occasions. 

“ The excellent discipline and good behaviour of the Troops, have 
conciliated the inhabitants of the country wherever they have passed, and 
he is glad to he able to point out the consequences. Tliese have been 
not only the exaltation of their fame and character as soldiers, but these 
circumstances have greatly conduced to their personal advantage ; 
because the confidence of the inhabitants which such good conduct has 
produced, has led to their freely resorting to our camp with the produce 
of their villages, by which means we have been free from all wants and 
privations. His Excellency desires, that the Officers of all ranks and de- 
partments will accept the expression of his approbation of their zeal, and 
of the good- example they have set.” 

To facilitate the crossing of the Indus by the large Army now assem- 
bled on its banks, a bridge of boats, most ingeniously constructed by 
Captain Thomson of the Engineers, was thrown from Rohree, on the 
left bank, to the island on which Fort Bukkur stands, and from Sukkur 
on the right hank to the other side of the island, lea-ving a space of 
ground 300 yards in length between the two bridges. The passage 
across these bridges, was the first interesting event in a campaign des- 
tined to be more fraught with varied interest than any in which British 
troops in India had been engaged. A correspondent of the Englishman 
writing at the time, says, (and it is here quoted as bearing reference to the 
annexed plate,) “ It was truly a beautiful sight to see the different corps 
mth their bands playing, followed by long strings of camels and camp 
followers, wending their way over the bridge. The glittering of their 
arms in the sun, the Fort of Bukkur with its picturesque battlements 
frowning over the bridge, the ancient towns of Rohree and Sukkur 
overhanging the mighty stream, formed altogether a delightful pic- 
ture.” 

On the arrival of the force at Shikarpoor, it was deemed prudent to 
alter the order of march, as it was apprehended, that, if the Shah’s 
troops received a check on entering the Bolan Pass, the effect might be 
extremely mischievous. The disciplined forces were therefore placed 
in the van, and the celebrated Bolan Pass was entered on the 16th 
March 1839, without any obstructibn. The Beloochees and Kakurs 
had carried on a system of plundering during the march, and several of 
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tlie camp followers were killed in defending property, and endeavouring 
to prevent the ab®traction of camels by the freebooters who hung upon 
the skirts and rear of the advancing column , but no symptoms of an 
organized opposition manifested thenmelves The march through the 
Pass was similarly free from Uie molestation of any other enemy than 
these banditti , but many hardships and privations, arising out of the 
impossibility of obtaining a smgle article of supply, and the mtense 
cold which killed many camels and cnppled the camp followers, were 
endured by the troops One officer. Captain Barstow, of the 37th N I , 
was wounded by a shot from a Beloochee's matchlock 

On the 26th March 1839, the troops reached Quetta m the valley 
of Shawl Here a halt of some days took place to allow Sir John Keane 
with Shah Soojah, the Envoy and Munster, Mr (afterwards Sir 
William) Macnaghten, and the Bombay troops to come up In the 
mten’al of their arrival, Sir Willoughby Cotton placed the column under 
his command on half rations , parties were sent out m every direction to 
procure gram, and means were adopted to induce the people in the 
ncighbounng country to bring m sheep, flour, and forage for sale to the 
Commissanat During the encampment, the troops were exposed to con- 
tinual annoyance from the Beloochees, and a great number of camels 
were stolen from time to time 

On the eth of April Lieutenant General Sir John Keane readied 
Quetta, and assumed command of the whole of the Army of the Indus, 
issuing the following Order upon the occasion — 

‘ Hia Excellency the Commander m Chief havmg arrived m Camp and 
assumed command, in per«on, of the Army, and having directed Major 
General Sir W Cotton to resume command of the Bengal Infantry of 
the 1st Division, he (Sir W C ) cannot give up charge of the Bengal 
column without expressing in the strongest and warmest terms his 
tlianka to Major Generals ThackwcU and Nott, Brigadiers Solo, Arnold 
and Roberts, to Officers commanding Corps, and to the Officers and Men 
generally, and to Major Cnugie, DAG, Major Garden, D Q M 
G and Major Parsons, D C G and to the Officers of the *cvcral 
departments, for the admirable manner m which their duties hav-e been 
conducted, and for the good conduct and soldier hkc behaviour of the 
Troops dunng a march of more than 1100 miles " 

This Order was followed up by nnoUier, in which Sir John Keane 
cvprcs«cd his thanks to Sir Willoughby Cotton, for ‘ the able and judi- 
cious manner in which he had tonducted t!ic marcii of the Bengal 
column " 
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While the troops were in Sinde, they had been joined by Captain 
(afteirwards Sir Alexander) Bumes, Assistant to the Envoy, who was 
thence dispatched to Khelat to persuade Mehrab Khan, the chief 
of that place, to assist our troops mth supplies of grain, to stay the 
marauding practices of the Beloochees, and to tender submission to 
Shall Soojah, the future ruler of AlFghanistan. Sir John Keane had 
scarcely assumed the command of the Army at Quetta, when Captain 
Burnes returned from Khelat, announcing, that he had failed in the 
objects of his mission. The reader will note this occurrence, because it 
formed the grounds for a movement, upon Khelat, which will be found 
described in a later part of this work. 

Arrangements were now made for the march of the assembled forces 
to Candahar ; and to keep open the communication with India, and to 
assist the transport of stores, and the movements of regiments, depots 
were established at Shilcarpore, Dadur, and Quetta. At the latter 
place. Major General Nott was left, with the Head Quarters of the 
second Infantry Brigade ;* and a general superintendence and military 
controul within the province of Shawl was vested in liim. 

On the morning of the 7th April, 1839, the troops broke ground. 
Some idea of the state to which they had been reduced may be formed 
from the fact of sixty horses liawng been shot as too weak to proceed, 
while numbers of camp-followers were subsisting upon the fried skins 
of sheep, the congealed blood of animals, and such roots as they could 
pick up in the neighbourhood of the encampment ! The route chosen 
by Sir John Keane, lay in a North-westerly direction, and promised, 
from the fertile character of the country through which it lay, to 
provide the means of recruiting the strength of the force. The 
only great difficulty which the army had to contend with, was the 
fearful Kojuck Pass ; but even this was surmounted by perseverance, 
good management, and discipline. Though, in some places, the road 
was so narrow, that only one camel could pass at a time ; though the 
rocks were here and there so steep, that it was dangerous to ride up, or 
down, the only practicable thoroughfares ; though all the guns, tumbrils 
and waggons of the force were necessarily dismounted and handed 
across, stiU, the patience and resolution of the troops overcame every 
obstacle. The passage was accomplished after a great loss in ammuni- 
tion, baggage, camels, tents, etc. etc. It had been reported, and was 


* The 43r(I Native Infantry was ordered, with a Ressalah of Horse and a Regiment of Infantry 
from Shah Soojah’s force, to stand fast at Quetta. 
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confidently belie\ed, that the chiefs of Candaliar had re®ohed to oppose 
the further progress of Shah Soojah, and, m effect, the Kakur tnbe, 
■who were in their interest, did to a certain extent make a shew of 
guerilla •warfare, much after the manner of the Beloochees But what- 
ever scheme of resistance may have been organized iras entirely frus- 
trated by the defection, from the cause of the chiefs, of one Hadjee Khan, 
the chief of the Kakur tnbe The Candaharees had advanced, «ome 
thousands strong, as far as the viU^e of Deh Hadjee, north of the 
Kojuck Pass, with the purpose ol confronting our troops Here, accord, 
ing to Captain Outram, dissensions broke out among them Hadjee 
Khan then pretended, that he would proceed forward to reconnoitre the 
British force and position , hut erpenence of hi« treacherous character 
had taught them to understand the object of his movement, and they 
accordingly, on the 23rd April, retired upon Candahar, and thence fled 
to the fortress of Ghinsk, uhile Hadjee Khan, who had been in secret 
commumcation with Shah Soojah before the expedition started from 
India, came with 200 folloirers into the Shah’s camp, and tendered hu 
^id and submission 

From the Pass to Candahar, the Anny moved on without obstruction 
of any kmd suffering however, most acutely from the want of water, 
the half rations which it had been upon for six weeks, the intense heat, 
(the thermometer in the day ranging from 96^ to 102”,) and the ab- 
sence of forage of a nourishing kind 

On the 25th of April, His Majesty Bhah Soojah reached Candahar, 
the ancient capital of the Dooranee empire, and the troops encamped 
m the neighbourhood The following extract from the despatches of 
the Enioy, Air Macnaghten, then forwarded to the Supreme Govern- 
ment of Bntish India, describes the feeling with which the King uus 
received hy his subjects 

“ Yesterday the Shah with his disaplined troops made a march of 
twenty two mifca to Deh Hadjee, where we had the satisfaction of (earn- 
ing, that the Sirdars were about to decamp c hai e since ascertained, 
that they actually set out about 3 o’clock yesterday e\ening, attended by 
about 200 followers Tbcir conduct to the last, was marked hy meanness 
and rapacity. Whilst with one band they were selling their stores of 
gram to the merchants of the aty, they were practising every species 
of extortion and violence towards the peaceable mbabitants, and they 
departed amidst the esecralions of all dasscs This morning we reached 
upon Candahar, a distance of about eighteen miles, and we arc now en- 
camped wilhm two miles of the city Tlie spectacle which presented itself 
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to ns on the road, was the most iutcreslinp: one it ever fell to my lot to 
witness. Ilis Excellency liiculcnant General Sir J. Konne with the army 
of the Indus, was one march in onr rear, our advance having been made 
on an erroneous calculation of the distance, which, owing to the heat of 
the weather, w..aa too great to he performed hy the European troops. 'J'hc 
Shah's disciplined troops were behind us, and Ili.s lilajcsly advanced, attend- 
ed only hy the ofliccns of the mission and his own immediate retainers. At 
every 100 yards of our progress, we were met by hands of well-mounted 
.and well-armed men, all tendering their allegiance to Ilis Majesty, whilst 
the pcacc.ahlc inhabitants of the country assembled in croxvds, and mani- 
fested their joy at the Shah’s restoration in the most unqualified terms. 

“Tranquillity is restored, the pcojdc flock to our camp with the greatest 
confidence. There is no longer any apprehension of scarcity, and even 
the confidential servants of the Sird.ars, several of whom liavc visited me, 
declare their satisfaction at the change of Government, and state, thatthej' 
would sooner have joined the Shah, but for the dread that some evil would 
have been inflicted on their families whom they must have left in the city. 

" TIis Majesty proposed to send out a party in the hope of overtaking the 
fugitive Sirdar.®, and they certainly appear deserving of little consideration, 
after the wickedness and folly which they have displayed, in spite of 
repealed and solemn warnings, It would doubtless bo useless and danger- 
ous to allow them to remain at large, and excite disturbances in the coun- 
try; but I was .apprehensive that in the present excited state of men’s 
minds, they might be seized by the Shah’s party, and be subjected to 
unnecessary cruelty! I therefore prevailed upon Ilis M.ajestj’’ to permit 
me to make the Sirdars one more oficr, which, if accepted, will enable 
them to retire to our territories in safety. Any provision which his 
Lordship the Governor General may please to assign to them, will of 
course fall far short of what they would have received, had they at once 
come into our terras, and I am of opinion that 500 Rs. per mensem for 
each of them would be an ample provision. 

“ It is my intention, therefore, to write to the Sirdars through Moolja 
Misseo, their confidential adviser, and I am not without hope, that they 
will come into my terms, deserted as they arc by nearly all the followers 
who loft the city with them, and surrounded as they must be, by dangers 
and difficulties of all descriptions. 

“I now proceed to detail the progress of events, from the date of my last 
communication. 

“ Since the despatch of my letter to your address, dated the 12th instant, 
giving the substance of my communication with the Sirdars, nothing of 
sufficient importance has occurred to require a separate report. 

“ In the Kojuck Pass, we found a natural obstacle of a much more for- 
midable nature than we anticipated ; it was speedily surmounted by the 
energy of the British troops. Brigadier Arnold, who went to reconnoitre 

K 
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the Pass, suddenly came upon a sin*iU party detached by the Sirdar<, 
and waa fired upon , the patty, howercr, made a precipitate retreat, and 
It was evident that the Sirdars had been surprised hy the rapidity of our 
advance In the same Pass, letters were intercepted from the Sirdars 
addressed to the authontiea in Sevee and the Eastern provinces, stating, 
that they intended to advance and oppose us m Pesheen, and caUing upon 
all true Mahomedans to join m n religious warfare against the invading 
infidels We further learnt, that the Sirdars were still unremitting in their 
endeavours to excite the same feelings of animosity against us at Cnndahar 

“ It aubsetiuently came to out knowledge, that Uahita Dil K-han, with 
a number of other chiefs, and a body of between 2 and 3,000 cavalry had 
quitted Candahar, with a view of annoying us in every possible way, 
leaving Rahim Dil Khan to guard thcit interests in the city fhe maio 
body advanced os far os KiUa FuttooUah, whcoco they detached parties to 
the vianity of Dunda Goelatce These parties succeeded in killing bcvc« 
ml of our followers, who had incautiously strayed, and in carrying off two 
of my elephants which had been, against orders, taken for the purpose of 
procuring fodder to a great distance from the camp They also put us to 
considerable inconvenience for a short tunc, by diverting the stream which 
supplied OUT camp with water On the morning of the 20th instant, 
Hsjeo Khan Kakur, who had accompanied the Sirdars from Candahar, and 
who IS decidedly the most powerful chief in these parts, reported bis am 
val with about 200 horsemen to pay his respects to the Shah He was 
escorted into comp, and received with all honour both by Uis Majesty and 
myself This defection, it was obvious, would at once prove fatal to Iho 
hopes of the Sirdars 

“ On the same day, two other persons of considcmblo influence came m , 
namely, Abdool Mujced KUao, the son of Shah Pussund Khan, Governor 
of Lash, and Gholam Akhoondzada, a Moollah, who I have good grounds 
for behcving, was one of those who were most violent in stimng np the 
population to oppose ua. 

The secession of these individuals, and the near approach of our troops 
filled the Sirdars with consternation, and they fell back rapidly on 
Candahar 

“ The ancient nohlcs of Iho land have been nearly cxlennmntcd hy the 
rapacious tyranny of the Baruktyc usurpers , but it was gratifying to find, 
that the advent of the Shah was cordially welcomed in every stage of Ins 
progress by every man of rcspcclabihly who has been left in the country 
and Ills Mfyesty a reception at Candahar, as above detailed, bos fully 
jasUfied the opinions that havo been aiioounccd as to his popularity with 
all classes of bis subjects ” 

The Commander inXhicf, when Hie whole of the force had reached 
Candaliar, issued llic foUowjng Order on tlic dth of May 
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“ The combijictl forces of Bengal niul Bombay being now asscmbleil at 
Cniulabnr, the Commaiulcr-iii-Chicf congratulates all ranlcs on the trium- 
phant though arduous march tvhicb they have accomplished from distant 
and distinct parts of India, with a regularity and discipline which is much 
appreciated by him, and rcllccls upon themselves the highest credit. The 
diOicultics which have been surmounted have been of no ordinary nature, 
and the recollection of what has been overcome, must licrcaflcr be a pleas- 
ing rcllcction to those concerned, who Imvc so zealously, and in so soldier- 
like a manner, contributed to clTccL them, so ns to arrive at the desired end. 
The Engineers had to make roads, niul occasionally in some extraordinary 
steep mountain Passes, over wliich no wheeled carriage had ever passed. 
This was a work requiring science and much severe labour; but so well 
has it been done, that the progress of the army was in no manner imped- 
ed. The heavy and light ordnance were alike taken over in safety by the 
exertions and good spirit of the Artillery, in which they were most cheer- 
fully and ably assisted by the troops, both European and Native, and in a 
manner which gave the whole proceeding the appearance, that each man 
was working for a favorite object of his own. 

“ Ilis Excellency shares in the satisfaction which those troops must feel, 
(after the diflicult task they had accomplished, and the trying circum- 
stances under which they have bccti placed, the nature of which is well 
known to themselves, and therefore unnecessary for him to detail,) at 
knowing the enthusiasm with which the population of Candahar have 
received and welcomed the return of their lawful Sovereign, Shah Soojah- 
ool-Moolk, to the throne of his ancestors in AfTghanisUin. Sir J. Keane 
will not fail to report to the Right Honorable Lord Auckland, Governor 
General of India, his admiration of the conduct and discipline of the 
troops, by which means it has been easy to efTcct, and to fulfd, the plans 
of His Lordship in the operations of the campaign hitherto. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief has already in a General Order, dated the Gth ultimo, 
expressed his acknowledgment to Major General Sir W. Cotton, for the 
creditable and judicious manner in which he conducted the Bengal Column 
to the valley of Shawl. His Excellency has now a pleasing duty to perform 
’in requesting Major General Wiltshire, commanding the Bombay column, 
to accept his best thanks for his successful exertions in bringing the 
troops of that Prcsidcnc}’- to this ground in the most efficient and soldier- 
like state. The Commander-in-Chief cntiyrtains a confident expectation, 
that the same orderly conduct which has gained for the troops the good 
will of the inhabitants of the states and countries through which they have 
passed, will continue to be observed by them during their advance upon 
Cabool, when the proper time for the adoption of that step shall have 
been decided upon by His Excellency, in concert with IL M. Shah Shoo- 
jah-ool-Moolk, and the Envoy and Minister, W. H. MacNaghten, Esq., 
representing British interests at the Court of the King of Afighanistan.” 
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On the 6th of May, Shah Soojah received the homage of Ins subjects 
on a musnud erected in the middle of an extensive plain, close to the 
city of Candahar The Tphole of the Army of the Indus marched past the 
tlirone , a hundred pieces of ArtiDery di«diarged salvos, in honor of the 
Shah s restoration and the people illuminated the town 

From this period until the end of June 1839, the Army baited at 
Candahar The interval was occupied in an endeavour to bring the 
Sirdars, who had fled on the approach of the Army, to some reasonable 
terms of concession, failmg which, a detachment of troops was «ent 
against them to Giri«k , but they had fled, before its amval, to the fron 
tiers of Persia The sufferings of the Army were still groat, owing to the 
backward state of the gram crops, the non amval of a large convoy 
expected from Shikarpore, the impossibility of raismg money on loan, 
and the hostihty of the Ghilzics, who hovered about tbe skirts of the 
camp, stCTlmg camels, horses, and baggage, and murdering camp fol- 
lowers 

On the 27th of June, the advance column of the Head Quarters of the 
Army marched from Candahar to Ghuzni Large parties of Ghilzies 
hung upon the flanks of the Army, but excepting two or three slight 
skirmishes, m which the enemy were invanably dnven off, nothing oc- 
curred to interrupt the advance On the Slst July, tbe force reached 
Ghuzni and immediately made preparations for ossailmg that fortress 
which was held by a large body of Affghans and Ghilzies under Hydcr 
Khan one of the sons of Dost Mahomed Khan The manner m which 
the fortress was attacked, and the result of the storm, is told m the fol- 
lowing dispatch from Sir John Keane, the Commander m Chief, to the 
Governor General of India 

JTead Qaarlers, Camp Ghuznee, 21tA Julj, 1839 
“ My Lord,— I have the satiafacUon to acquaint j out Lordship, that the 
Array under my command have succeeded in pcrforraiDS one of the most 
ftn/hini aeftr tt has crer bcca ary tat ta mtaess, duna^ nry eemee of 
45 years in the four quarters of the globe, in the capture by storm of the 
strong and important Fortress and Citadel of Ghuioco ycstcrdiy 

" It Is not only, that the Afigbsu nation, and I understand Asm gcnerilly, 
have looked upon it as impregnable, but it is in reality a place of grcit 
strcDgtb,botbby nature and art, far more so than lhad reason to suppose, 
from any descriptions that I had received of it, allbough some arc from 
nflicers in our own service, who bad seen it in ihcir travels 

" I was surprised to find a high rampart in good repair, huiU on a scarped 
mound, almut 25 feet high, fianked by numerous tower*, anl sttrrotmdcil 
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hy n fausFC hrayc noil a wet tVitcl>, whilst the liciglit of the CitailcI 
I'ovoml the iiUcrior from the cominamling fire of the Hills from the North, 
rciulcrini:; it nugatory. In addition to this screen, walla had been built 
InTorc the gates, the ditch was fdlcd with water and unfordahlc, and an 
outwork built on the right hank of the river, so ns to command the 
bed of it. 

” It is, therefore, the more lionorahlc to the trooiia, and must appear to 
the enemy out of all calculation extraordinary, that a Fortrc.ss and a 
Citadel to the strength of which, for the last .'50 years, they had heen 
adding something each year, and which had a Garrison of Il.'iOO Affghnn 
soldiers, commanded by I’rincc Mahomed Hyder, the son of Dost Maho- 
med Khan, the ruler of the country, with a commanding number of 
Guns and ahundance of Ammunition, and other Stores, Provisions, 
for a regular siege, should have been taken by llrilish science and Ilritish 
valor, in less than two hours from the time the attack was made, and 
the whole, including the Governor and Garrison, should fall into our 
hands. 

"My despatch of the 20th instant from Nance, will have made known to 
your l.ordship, that the c.amps of His Majesty Shah Sooja-ool*Moolk and 
of Major General 'Wiltshire, with the llomhay 'J’roops, had there joined me 
in accordance with my desire, and the following morning we made our 
march of 52 miles to Ghuzucc, the line of march being over a fine plain. 
Hie Troops were disposed in a manner that would have enabled mo at 
any moment, had we been attacked, as was probable from the large bodies 
of 'I’roops moving on each side of us, to have placed them in position to 
receive the enemy. They did not, however, appear, but on our coming 
within range of the guns of the Citadel and Fortress of Ghur.nce, a sharp 
c-awnonadc was opened on our leading Column, together with a heavy fire 
of musquetry from behind garden walls, and temporary field-works thrown 
up, as well ns the strong out-work 1 have already alluded to, which 
commanded the bed of the river. From all but the out-work, the enemy 
were driven in under the walls of the Fort, in a spirited manner, by 
parlies, thrown forward by Major General Sir W. Cotton, of the IGth and 
‘ISth Bengal Native Infantry, and Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 
under Brigadier Sale. I ordered forward three 'lYoops of Horse Artillery, 
the Camel Battery, and one Foot Battery to open upon the Citadel and 
Fortress by throwing shrapncll shells, which was done in a masterly style 
under the direction of Brigadier Stevenson. My object in this was to 
make the enemy shew their strength in guns, and in other respects 
which completely succeeded, and our shells must have done great execu- 
tion, and occasioned great consternation. Being perfectly satisfied on the 
point of their strength, in the course of half an hour I ordered tho fire 
to cease, and placed the Troops in bivouac. A close rcconnoissance of 
the place all round was then undertaken by Captain Thomson, the Chief 
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Engineer, atnl Captain Peat, of the Bombay Engineers, accompaDicd I 
Major Garden, the Deputy Quarter Master General of the Bengal Arm 
supported by a strong party of Her Majesty’s lOth Lancers, and one fro 
Her Majesty’s I3th Light Infantry. On this parly a steady fire was hej 
up, and some casualties occurred Captain Thomson’s report was vet 
dear, (he /bund the fortification equally strong all round,) and as my ow 
opinion coincided w ith his, 1 did not hesitate a moment as to the manni 
in which our approach and attack upon the place should be made- No 
withstanding the march the Troops had performed in the rooming, an 
their having been a considerable time engaged with the enemy, I ordcre 
the whole to move across the rncr which tuns close under the Port wall 
in columns to the right and left of the town, and they were placed i 
position on the Korth sid^ on more commanding ground, and securing th 
Cahool road I bad information that a night attack upon the Camp ws 
intended from without Mahomed Hfrul Khan, the eldest son of Dos 
Mahomed Khan, had been sent by fais father with a strong bodjr of troop 
from Cahool to the brother a assistance at Ghnznee, and was cncampci 
outside the walls, but abandoned ha position on our approach, keepini 
honever at the distance of a few miles from us. The two rebel chiefs o 
the Gbiizio tnbe, men of great influence, viz Abdool Bubman and Goo 
Mahomed Khan had joined him with 1500 Horse, ond also a body o 
about 3000 Qbazees from Zeinat, under a mixture of chiefs and moollah 
carrying banners, and who had been assembled on the cry of a rcligtou 
war In short, we were in all directions surrounded by enemies Thest 
last actually came down the hills on the 22d, and attacked the part o 
the Camp occupied by His Majes^ Shah Shooja and his own troops, bill 
were driven back with considerable loss, aod banners taken 

“ At day-light on the 22d, I reconnoitcrtd Ohuznee in company with the 
Chief Engineer and the Brigadier Commanding the Artillery, uitb the 
Adjutant and Quarter Master General of the Bengal Army, for the p^^ 
pose of making all arrangements for carrying the place by Storm, and 
these were completed in the course of the day.—Instead of the tedious 
process of breaching, for which wc were ill prepared. Captain Thomson 
undertook, with the assistance of Ceptam Peat of the Bombay Engineers, 
Licutcnanta Durand and McLeod of the Bengal Engineers, and other 
officers under him, (Captain Thomson,) to blow in the .Cabool Gate, (the 
weakest point) with gunpowder, and so much faith did I place in the 
success of this operation, that my plana for the Assault were Immediately 
laid down, and the orders given. 

“The different troops of Horse ArtiUcry, the Camel and Foot Batteries 
moved off their ground at 12 o’clock that night, without the slighftat 
noise, ns had been directed, and m the most correct manner took np 
the position assigned thcjn, aboot 250 yards from the walls In like man. 
net, and with the same silence, the Infantry soon after moied from their 


c.vl'TUur. or ojiuzni. 


ai 

ground, nud nil were nt llicir post nt the proper time. A few niinulcs 
heforo a oVlocl; in the morning the explosion took place, nnd proved 
completely successful. Cnjtlnin I’c.nl of the Ilotnhay Engineers wns thrown 
down nnd stunned by it, hut shortly nflcr recovered his .senses nnd feeling. 
On henring the ndvnnce sounded hy tlm bugle, (being the signal for the 
Gate having been blown in,) the Artillery, tinder the able directions of 
Ilrigadicr Stevenson, con.sisting of Captain Gnuit’s Troop of Bengal llor.se 
.'\rtillcry, the Camel Battery under Captain Abbot, both superintended 
by .Major I’cw, Captains Martin nud Cotgrnve's Troops of Bombay Horse 
Artillery, and Captain Tdoyd’s Battery of Bombay Foot Artillery, all 
opened a terrific fire upon the citadel nnd ramparts of the Fort, and in 
a certain degree paralyzed the enemy. 

"Under the guidance of Capl.ain Thomson of the Bengal Engineers, the 
Chief of the Department, Colonel Dcmiie, of Her Maje^sly’s 13th Light 
Infantry, commanding the advance, consisting of the Light Companies 
of Her Mnje^sty’s 2d nnd 17th Foot, and ofthc Bengal European Uegiment, 
with one company of Her Majesty's 13th Light Infantry, proceeded to 
the gate, nnd, with great difllcully from the rubbish thrown down, nnd 
the determined opposition offered hy the enemy, effected an entrance 
and established themselves [within] the gateway, closely followed hy 
the Main Column, led in a spirit of great gallantry by Brigadier Sale, to 
whom I had entrusted the important post of commanding the Storm- 
ing Parly, consisting (with the advance above mentioned) of Her 
Majcsty'.H 2d Foot under Major Carruthers, the Bengal European Begi- 
ment under Lieutenant Colonel Orchard, followed l>y Her Majesty’s 13th 
Light Infantry under Major Tronson, nnd Her Majesty’s 17lh Regiment 
under Lieutenant Colonel Crokcr. The struggle within the Fort wns 
desperate for a considerable time. In addition to the heavy fire kept up, 
our troops were assailed by the enemy sword in linnd, nnd with dagger, 
pistols, etc., but Britisli courage, perseverance nnd fortitude, overc.nmc all 
opposition, and the fire of the enemy in the lower area of the Fort being 
nearly silenced. Brigadier, Sale turned towards the Citadel, from which 
could now bo seen men abandoning the guns, nmning in all directions, 
throwing themselves down from immense heights, cndc.avoring to make 
their escape, nnd on reaching the gale with Her Majesty's 17th under 
Lieutenant Colonel Crokcr, followed by the 13th, forced it open ; nt 5 
o'clock in the morning the Colours of Her Majesty’s 13th and 17th were 
planted on the Citadel of Ghuznee amidst the cheers of all ranks. Instant 
protection was granted to the women found in the Citadel, (among whom 
were those of Mahomed Hyder, the Governor,) nnd sentries placed over 
the Magazine for its- security. Brigadier Sale reports having received 
much assistance from Captain Kershaw of Her Majesty's I3th Light In- 
fantry throughout the whole of the service of the storming. 

“Major General Sir Willoughby Cotton executed, in a manner much to 
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my satisfaction, the orders he hod received The Major General followed 
closely the Assaulting Party into the Fort with the Reserve, namely, 
Brigadier Roberts with the only available Regiment of his Brigade, the 
35th Native Infantry under Lieutenant Colonel Monteath, part of Briga- 
dier Sale's Brigade, the IGth Native Infantry under Major MacLaren, and 
48th Native Infantry under Lieutenant Colonel Wheeler, and they im 
mediately occupied the ramparts, putting down opposition whenever they 
met any, and making prisoners until the place was completely in our 
possession A desultory fire was kept up m the town long after the 
Citadel was in. our hands, from those who had taken shelter in houses, and 
in d^peration kept firing on all that approached them In this way 
several of our men were wounded and some killed, hut the aggressors 
paid dearly for their bad conduct in not snrrendermg when the place was 
completely ours I must not omit to mention, that three companies of the 
35th Native Infantry under Captain Hay, ordered to tio South side of the 
Fort to begin with a false attack, to attract attention to that side, pcN 
formed that service at the proper time, and greatly to my satisfaction 
“ As we were threatened mlh an attack, for the relief of the garrison I 
ordered the lOth Bombay Native Infantry, under the command of Licutc* 
nant Colonel Stalker, to guard the Cabool road, and to be in support of 
the Cavalry Division This might have proved an important position to 
occupy, but as it was, no enemy appeared 
«Tho Cavalry Division under Major General Tbackwcll, in addition to 
watching the approach of an enemy, bad directions to surround Ghuz> 
nee, and to sweep the plain, preventing the escape of runawajs from the 
gamson Bngadier Arnolds Bngade, (the Brigadier Jumsclf, I deeply 
regret to say, was labonng under very severe illness, having shortly 
before burst a blood vessel internally, which rendered it wholly impossi- 
ble for biro to mount a horse that day,) consisting of Her Majesty s ICth 
Lancers under Lieutenant Colonel Persse, (momentanly comronmling the 
Brigade, and Major MacDowcR, the Jnmor Major of the Regiment, 
the Senior Major of the IGth Lancers, Major Cuteton, an olBcer of great 
merit, being actively engaged m the execution of his duUea ns Assistaiit 
Adjutant General to the Cavalry Division,) the 2d Cavalry under Major 
Salter, and the 33 under Lieutenant Colonel Smyth, were ordered to watch 
the south and west sides Bngadier Scott s Bngade wits placed on the 
Cabool road, consisting of If M*a 4th Light Dragoons under Major 
Daly, and of the Ist Bombay Cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Sand 
with, to watch the north and cast sides This duty was performed 
in a manner greatly to my satisfaction After the storming and 
that quiet WM m tome degree restored within, I conducted Hu 
Majesty Shah Sbooja-ool Moolk, and the British Enioy and Minuter 

Mr Macnnghtcn round the Citadel, and a great part of the Tortress Tlje 

King was perfectly astonished at our having made oursches master ofa 
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plnoe conceived to he iinpregnnblc wlicn defended, in (lie short space of 
two hours, and in less than forty-eight hours after we came Itcforc it. Ilis 
Majesty was of course greatly delighted nt the result. When I afterwards, 
in the course of the day, took M.-ihonicd llyder Khan, the Governor, first 
to the British Minister and then to the King to make his stibmission, I 
informed llis Majesty, that I had made a promise that his life should not 
be touched, .and the King in very handsome terms assented, and informed 
Mahomed Hyder in my presence, that although he and his family had 
been rebels, yet he was willing to forget and forgive all. 

Prince Mahomed llyder, the Governor of Ghuznec, is a prisoner of 
war in my camp, and under the surveillance of Sir Alexander Burncs, 
an arrangement very agreeable to the former. 

From Jlajor General Sir Willoughby Cotton, commanding the 1st 
Infantry Division (of the Bengal Army,) I have invariably received thc« 
strongest support, and on this occasion his exertions were manifest in sup- 
port of the honor of the profession and of our country. 

I have likewise at all times received able assistance from Major 
General Willshire, commanding the 2d Infantry Division (of the Bombay 
Army,) which it was found expedient on that day to break up, some 
for the storming parly and some for other duties ; the Major General, as 
directed, was in attendance upon myself. 

To Brigadier Sale, I feel deeply indebted for the gallant and soldierlike 
manner in which he conducted the responsible and arduous duty entrusted 
to him in command of the storming party, and for the arrangements 
he made in the Citadel, immediately after taking possession of it; the 
sabre wound which he received in the face, did not prevent his continuing 
to direct his column, until every thing was secure; and I dm happy 
in the opporlunit)'- of bringing to your Lordship’s notice, the excellent 
conduct of Brigadier Sale on this occasion. 

Brigadier Stevenson, in the command of the Artillery, was all I could 
wish, and he reports that Brigade Majors Backhouse and Coghlan ably 
assisted him ; his arrangements were good, and the execution done by the 
arm he commands, was such as cannot be forgotten by those of the 
enemy, who have witnessed and survived it. 

To Brigadier Roberts, to Colonel Dennie (who commanded the Advance,) 
and to the different Officers Commanding Regiments already mentioned, 
as well to the other officers and gallant soldiers under them, who so nobly 
maintained the honor and reputation of our country, my best acknow- 
ledgments are due. 

To Captain Thomson of the Bengal Engineers, the chief of the Depart- 
ment with me, much of the credit of the success of this brilliant coup- 
de-main is due — a place of the same strength, and by such simple means as 
this highly talented and scientific Oflicer recommended to be tried, has 
perhaps never before been taken; and I feel I cannot do sufficient justice 

F 
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to Captain Thomson’s merits for hia conduct throu^bont. In the excen 
tion, he was ably supported by the Officers already mentioned, and so 
eager were the other Officers of the Engineers of both Presidencies for the 
honor of carrying the Powder Bags, that the point could only be decided 
by seniority, which shews the fine feding by which they are animated 
I must now inform your Lordship, that since I joined the Bengal 
Column in the Valley of Shawl, I have continued my march with it in the 
Advance, and it has been my good fortune to have had the assistance 
of two most efficient Staff Officers, m Major Craigie, Deputy Adjutant 
General, and Major Garden, Deputy Quarter Master General It is but 
justice to those Officers, that I should state to your Lordship, the high 
satisfaction I have derived from the manner in which all their duties have 
been performed up to this day, and that 1 look upon them as promising 
■ Officers, to fill the higher ranks To the other Officers of both Depart 
ments I am also much indebted for the correct performance of all duties 
uppertaming to their situations 

To Major Keith, the Deputy Adjutant General, and Major Campbell, 
the Deputy Quarter Master General of the Bombay Army, and to all the 
other Officers of both Departments under them, my acknowledgments ate 
also due, for the manner lu which their duties hav e been performed during 
this campaign 

Captain Alexander, commanding the 4th Bengal Local Ilorso, and Major 
Cunningham, commanding the Poona Auxiliary Horse, with the men 
under their orders, have been of essential service to the Army m this 
campaign 

The arrangement made by Supermfendmg Surgeons Kennedy and At* 
kmson previous to the Storming, for ntrording assistance and comfort to 
the wounded, met with my approval 
Major Parsons, the Deputy Commissary Gcncril, in charge of the Dc 
partment in ”lbe Field, has been unremitting in bis attention to keep the 
Iroops supplied, although much difficulty is cxpencnccd, and ho is 
occasionally thwarted by the nature of the country and its inhabitants 
I have throughout tins Service, received the utmost assistance I could 
desire from Lieutenant Colonel Macdonald, my Officiating Military Se- 
cretary, and Deputy Adjutant General of Her Majesty’s Forces, Bombay, 
from Captain Powell, my Persian Interpreter, and the other Officers of 
my Personal Staff The nature of the country in which wc arc serving 
prcvenla the possibility of roy tending a tingle Staff Officer to deliver 
this to jout Lordship, otherwise, I thoulJ have asked my Atd-de-camp 
Lieutenant Keane, to proceed to Simla to dcliv cr this Dispatch Into your 
hands, and to have afforded any further information that your Lordiblp 
could have desired. 

The brilliant triumph wc have obtamerl tho cool courage displayed, 
and the gallant bearing of the Troops I have the lionor to eomniatid, will 
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have taught such a lesson to om* enemies in the Afghan nation, as will 
make them hereafter vcsjiect the name of a British Soldier. 

Onr loss is wonderfully small, considering the occasion ; the casualties 
in killed and wounded, amount to about 200. 

The loss of the enemy is immense — we have already buried of their 
dead nearly .500, together with an immense number of horses. 

I enclose a list of the' killed, wounded and missing. I am happy to 
say, that, although the wounds of some of the OfTiccrs are severe, they are 
all doing well. 

It is my intention, after selecting a Garrison for this place, and establish- 
ing a General Hospital, to continue my march to Cabool forthwith. 

I have, &c. 

Jons Kuank, Lieut, General. 


No. I. 

List of Killed, Wounded and Missing in the Army, under the Command 
of Lieutenant General Sir John Keane, K. C. B., and G. C. II., in the 
assault and capture of the Fortress and Citadel of Ghuznee, on the 
23d July, 1839. 

General Stafi", — 1 Colonel, 1 Major wounded. 

8d Troop Bombay Horse .\rtillcry, — 1 Bank and File wounded. 

4th ditto ditto, — 1 Rank and File and 1 Horse wounded. 

Bengal Engineers — 3 Rank and File killed, 2 Rank and File wounded, 

1 Rank and File missing. 

Bombay Engineers, — 1 Lieutenant, 1 Rank and File wounded. 

2d Bengal Light Infantry, — 1 Rank and File wounded. 

1st Bombay Light Cavalry, — 1 Havildar killed, 5 Rank and File and 7 
Horses wounded. 

Her Majesty's 2d Foot (or Queen’s Royals), — 4 Rank and File killed, 

2 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 1 Serjeant and 20 Bank and File wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, — 1 Rank and File killed, 3 Ser- 
geants, and 27 Rank and File wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 17th Foot, — 0 Rank and File wounded. 

Bengal European Regiment, — I Rank and File killed, 1 Lieutenant 
Colonel, 1 Major, 2 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 1 Ensign, 1 Serjeant, 51 
Rank and File wounded. 

IGth Bengal Native Infantry, — 1 Havildar, G Rank and File wounded. 
35th ditto ditto, — 5 Rank and File killed, 1 Havildar, 8 Rank and 
File wounded. 

48th ditto ditto, — 2 Havildars killed, 5 Rank and File wounded. 

Total Killed. — 3 Sergeants or Havildars, 14 Rank and File. 

Total Wounded. — 1 Colonel, 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 2 Majors, 4 Captains, 
8 Lieutenants, 2 Ensigns, 7 Serjeants or Havildars, 140 Rank and File, 
8 Horses. 
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Total Missing,-—! Rank and File. 

Grand Total — on the 2l8t and 23d of Joly killed, wounded and ramuig 
—191 Officers and Men, and 16 Horses 

R Macdo»ai.o, LteuU Coi Secrelary, 

and Deputy jddjutant General Her SSajesty't Forces^ Domhay 


'WouMnen. 

A'amM of Oj^cert KtUed, Wounded and Mmtng- 
General Staff, — Brigadier Sale, H. M.’a Z3tb Light Infantry, slightly , 
Major Parsons, Deputy Commissary General, ditto, 

Bombay Engmcers, — 2d Lieut Mamott, slightly. 

Her Majesty's 2d (or Queen’s Royals), — Captain Raitt, slightly \ Captain 
Robmson, severely , Lieutenant Yonge, ditto, Lieutenant Stisted, slightly; 
Adjutant Simmons, ditto , Quarter Mister Hadley, ditto. 

Bengal European Regiment,— Lieutenant Colonel Orchard, slightly; 
Major Warren, severely; Captain Hay, abghlly; Captain Taylor, ditto; 
Lieutenant Broadfoot, ditto , Lieutenant Raslewood, severely ; Lieutenant 
Fagan, slightly, Lieutenant Magnay, ditto; Ensign Jacob, ditto. 

R. MacooNAto, hteuL CoX TdiXttory Srcrrlary, 
and Deputy Adjutant Gentrol, 11. M, Foreti, Botnhajf, 


No 2. 

List of Killed, Wounded, and Missing m the Army under the command 
ofLicutcoant General Sir John Keane before Qhuzocc, on the 21st July 
1839 

2d Troop Bengal Horse Artillery, — 3 Horses wounded 

3d ditto Bombay ditto ditto, — 2 Rank and File, 2 Horses wounded. 

4th ditto ditto ditto ditto,— 1 Horse killed 

2d Regiment Bengal Cavalry,—! Horae killed, 1 Rank and Rlewoundetl 
4tb Bengal Local Horse,—! Rank and File, and ! Horse missing 
Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, — 1 Rank and Filo killed 
IGth Bengal Native Infantry, — I Captain wounded. 

48th ditto ditto ditto,—! Lieutenant, and 2 Rank and File wounded. 
Total killed, ! Rank and File and 2 Horses. 

Total wounded, I Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 5 Rank and File, and 6 Horses 
Total musing, I Rank nnd File and 1 Horse. 

Kamt$ of OJJietn Wounded 

Cnptun Graves, ICtli Bengal Katuo Infantry, severely 
Lieutenant Vanhomngli, 48th Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 

R. hlACMNAto, Ziet(f Cot MiUtafp ^eerttorp, 
and Deputy Adjutant Generat II M Icreft, Itonlaj 
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The foregoing description of the storming of Ghuzni would not be per- 
fect unnccompanicd b)’’ the lleports of the Engineer ofliccrs employed on 
the priraarj' operations. They are therefore subjoined, and will be found, 
by the professional reader, sen’iccablc and instructive. 

Mcmouanua of the Etightecrs' operations before Ghuznee, in July 1839, hy Cap- 
tains Thomson and Peat. 

“The accounts of the Fortress of Ghuznee, received from those who had 
seen it, Avere such as to induce Ilis Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chicf to 
leave in Kandahar the very small battering train then with the Army, 
there being a scarcity of transport cattle. The place was described as very 
weak, and completely commanded from a range of hills to the north. 

“ When we came before it on the morning of the 2l8t Jidy, avc were very 
much surprised to find a high rampart in good repair, built on a scarped 
mound about 35 feet high, flanked by numerous towers, and surrounded by 
a faussc-brayc and wet ditch. The irregular figure of the “ enceinte” 
gave a good flanking fire, whilst the height of the citadel covered the in- 
terior from the commanding fire of the hills to the north, rendering it 
nugatory. In addition to this, the towers, at the angles, had been enlarg- 
ed, screen walls had been built before the gates, the ditch cleared out and 
filled Avith water, stated to be unfordablc, and an outwork built on the 
right bank of the river, so ns to command the bed of it. 

“7’he Garrison Avns variously stated from 3 to ‘1000 strong, including 
500 Cavalry, and from subsequent information, avc found that it had not 
been overrated. 

“ On the approach of the Army, a fire of Artillery Avns opened from the 
body of the place, and of musketry from the neighbouring gardens. A 
detachment of Infantry cleared the latter, and the former Avas silenced for 
a short time by shrapnells from the Florae Artillery, but the fire from the 
new outwork on the bank of the river Avns in no Avay checked. A nearer 
A'icAV of the Avorks was, hoAvever, obtained from the gardens Avhich had been 
cleared. This was not at all satisfactory. Tlic Avorks Avere evidently much 
stronger than Ave had been led to expect, and such as our Army could not 
venture to attack in a regular manner. We had no battering train, and to 
besiege Ghuznee in form, a much larger one Avould be required than the 
Army ever possessed. The great command of the parapets, from sixty to 
seventy feet, Avith the Avet ditch, were unsurmountable obstacles to an at- 
tack, either by mining or escalading. 

“ It therefore became necessary to examine closely the Avhole ‘‘contour” 
of the place, to discover if any other mode of attack could be adopted. 
The Engineers with an escort Avent round the Avorks, approaching as near 
as they could find cover. The Garrison Avere on the alert, and kept up a 
hot and avcII regulated fire upon the officers, Avhenever they Avere obliged 
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to shew themselves However, by keepiog the Infiuilry bejond musket 
range, and the Cavalry at a still greater distance, onlv one man was 
killed, and another wounded , the former being hit by men sent out of the 
place to dnve off the reconnoitring party. 

“ The fortifications were found equally strong all round, the only tangible 
point observed being the Cabool gateway, which offered the following ad- 
vantages for a * coup-de-mam ’ The road to the gate was clear, the bridge 
over the ditch unbroken, there were good positions for the Artillery with- 
in 300 yards of the walls on both sides of the road, and we had informa 
tioD that the gateway was not bnilt up, a reinforcement from Cabool be- 
ing expected 

“The result of this reconnoissance, was a report to Ills Excellency 
the Commander in Chief, that if he decided upon the immediate attack 
of Ghuznee, the only feasible mode of proceeding, and the only one 
which held out a prospect of success, was a dash at the Cabool gateway, 
blowing the gate open by bags of powder 

•' His Excellency decided upon the attempt , the camp was moved that 
evening to the Cabool road, and the next morning, the 22d Sir John 
Keane, in person reconnoitred the proposed point of attack, approved 
of the plan, and gave orders for it* execution Preparations were made 
accordingly, positions for the Artillery were carefully examined, which cx- 
cited the jealousy of the Garrison, who opened a smart fire upon the party 

“ It was arranged that an explosion party, consistins of three officers of 
Lngineers, Captain Peat, Lieutenants Durand and McLeod, 3 Serjeants, 
and 18 men of the Sappers in working dresses, carrying SOO lbs of powder 
in 12 sand bags, with a hose 72 feet long, ahould be ready to move down 
to the gateway at day break 

“ At midnight the first Battery left Camp, followed by the other four, 
at intcrv als of half on hour Those to the right of the road were con- 
ducted to their positions by Lieutenant Sturt, those to the Icit by Lieute- 
nant Anderson The ground for the guns was prepared by the Sappers 
and Pioneers, taking advantage of the irregularities of the ground to 
the right, and of some old garden walls to the left 

“ The Artillery was all in posioon, and ready by 3 * « of the 23d, and 
shortly after, at the first dawn, the Party under Captain Peat moved down 
to the gateway, accompamed by six men of H M 13tU Light Infantry, 
without their belts, and supported by a detachment of the same Hegimcnt, 
which extended to the right and left of the road, when they arrived at 
the ditch, taking advantage of what cover they could find, and endeavour- 
ing to keep down the fire from the ramparts, which became heavy on 
the approach of the party, though it had been remarkably slack dunng 
the previous operations Blue lights were shewn, which rendered sur- 
roundmg objects distinctly visible, bqt luckily they were burned on the 
lop of the parapet instead of bcuiK thrown Into the passage below 
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“ The explosion party nmrehed stciulily on, hcndctl by Lieutenant 
Durand; the powder was placed, the hose laid, the train fired, and the 
carrying party had retired to tolerable cover in ‘less tliau two minutes. 
The Artillery opened when the blue lights appeared, and the inuslcctry 
from the covering parly at the same time. So quicldy was the operation 
perForraed, and so little was the enemy aware of the nature of it, that not 
a man of the party was hurt. 

“ As soon as the explosion took place, Captain Peat, although hurt by 
the concussion, his anxiety preventing him from keeping sufficiently under 
cover, r.an up to the gate accompanied by a small party of II. M. 13th L. I., 
and ascertained that it was completely destroyed, 'riicrc was some dcl.ay in 
getting a bugler to sound tbc advance, the signal agreed on for the assault- 
ing column to push on, and this was the only mistake in the operation. 

"The assaulting column, consisting of ■! European llegimcnts (II. M. 2nd 
Regiment, Bengal European Regiment, II. M. 13th L. I. and II. M. 17th 
Regiment,) commanded by Brigadier Sale, the advance under Lieut. Col. 
Dennic, accompanied by Lieut. Sturt, Engineers, moved steadily through 
the gateway, through a passage inside the gateway, in a domed building, 
which opening on one side, rendered every thing very obscure, and ren- 
dered it difficult to find the outlet into the town. 'I’hcy met with little 
opposition ; but a party of the enemy seeing a break in the column, owing 
to the difficulty in scrambling over the rubbish in the gateway, made a 
rush, sword in hand, and cut down a good many men, wounding the Bri- 
gadier and several other officers. These swordsmen were repulsed, and 
there was no more regular opposition ; the surprise and alarm of the Go- 
vernor and Sirdars being so great when they saw the column occupying 
the open space inside the gate and firing upon them, that they lied, accom- 
panied by their men, even the Garrison of the citadel following their ex- 
ample. Parties of the AlTghans took refuge in the houses, firing on the 
column ns it made its way through the streets, and a good deal of desul- 
tory fighting took place in consequence, by w])ich .some loss was sustained. 
The citadel was occupied as soon as day-light shewed that it had been 
abandoned by the enemy, and the whole of the works were in our posses- 
sion before 5 a. m. 

“We lost 17 men, G Europeans and 11 Natives, killed; — 18 Officers and 
117 Europeans and 30 Natives wounded, total 182. Of the Aflghans more 
than 514 were killed in the town, that number of bodies having been buri- 
ed, and about 100 outside by the Cavalry; ICOO prisoners were taken, but 
I have no means of estimating the number of wounded. 

“ There were nine guns of different calibres found in the place, a large 
quantity of good powder, considerable stores of shot, lead, &c. &c. and a 
large supply of atta and other provisions.” Geo. Thomson, Capt. Engrs. 

Chief Engr. Army of the Indus. 
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‘'During the reconnoiasance the wall pieces were particutarly trouble- 
some This weapon is almost unknown m out service, but it is a very 
efficient one, especially m the defence of works, and its use should not he 
neglected Every fortified post should be supplied with a proportion ofthem, 
and a certain number of men m every Regiment practised m firing them 

“ The charge recommended by Col Pasley for blowing open gates, is from 
60 to 120 lbs and this is doubtless suffiaent m ordinary cases , but in this 
instance we were apprehensive that the enemy might have taken alarm at 
our being so much on that side of the place, and in consequence partially 
or wholly built up the gateway U was afterwards found that some 
attempts of the kind had been made by propping up the gate with beams 

“The charge was so heavy, that it not only destroyed the gate, but 
brought down a considerable portion of the roof of the square building m 
which it was placed, which proved a very considerable obstacle to the 
assaulting column, and the concussion acted as far as the tower nndcr 
which an officer a party of H M 13th Regimentwere standing atthe time, 
but without occasioning any casualties In cases of this nature, it is of 
course the first object to guard agamst any chance offailuro, and it is im 
possible even now to aay, how much the charge might have been reduced 
with safetv 

“ The enemy appeared so much on the alert, and the fausse-brayc was 
BO much m advance of the gate, that we never contemplated being able 
to effect OUT object by Burprise The only question was, whether it ought 
to be done by day or night It was ai^ucd in favor of the former, that 
the Artillery would be able to make ao much more correct pr*icUcc, 
that the defences would be in a considerable degree destroyed, and tbc 
fire so completely kept under, as to enable the explosion party to advance 
with but little loss, and with the advantage of being able to see exact- 
ly what they were about. Captain Thomson, however, adhered to the lat- 
ter, and wc were aflctwards convinced it was the roost judicious plan , for 
although the fire of the Artillery was necessarily roorc general than it 
would have been m daylight, still it was ao well directed as to take up a 
good deal of tbs attention of the besieged, and draw upon their batteries 
a portion of the fire which in daylight would have been thrown upon the 
explosion party and assaulting columns It would also even in day- 
light have been difficult with our light Artillery to have kept down tho 
fire so completely, but that a few matchlock men might have kept their 
position near the gateway, and in that narrow space a smart firo from 
a few pieces might have obliged the party to retire. The obscurity of the 
mght, to say nothing of the confusion which it must occasion among 
undiaaplincd troops, is certainly the best protection to a body of men 
engaged m an enterprise of this nature Iltuc lights certainly render 
objects distinctly visible, but their light is glaring and uncertain especial- 
ly to men firing through loopholes 
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“The parly of II, M. 13th consisted of 18 Officers; 28 Serjeants; 7 Bug- 
lers ; and 27G Rank and File. 

“ Itn as made of (his .strength not only to keep np a heavy fire upon the 
parapets, and (hereby divert attention from the party at the gateway, but 
also because we were not aware whether the faussc-brayc was occupied or 
not, and ns it extends so much in advance ns to take the gate completely 
in reverse, it would have been necessary, had a fire opened from it, to liavc 
carried it by assault before the party with the bags could have advanced. 
The party with Lieutenant Durand was accompanied by G men of the Llth 
without their belts, the better to secure them from observation and to protect 
them from any sortie that might be made from the postern of the faussc- 
brayc on the right, or even from the gate itself, while another party under 
an officer. Lieutenant .Tennings, accompanied me ns far ns the tower so as 
to check any attempts that might have been made from the faussc-brayc on 
the left, and at the same time keeping up a fire on such of the enemy ns 
shewed their heads above the parapet ; of (his party one man was killed 
and a few wounded. 

“ Nothing could have been more gallant than the conduct of Lieutenants' 
Durand and McLeod, and the men under their command, or more efficient 
than the manner in which they executed their duty. 

“ The powder being in sand bags, of a very coarse open texture, a long 
hose and port fire was thought to be the safest method of firing it. The 
end of the hose fortunately just reached the small postern. The casual- 
ties during this operation were much fewer than was expected, being in all 
1 private killed, 2 Serjeants, and 23 Rank and File wounded. 

“ The heaviest fire was certainly’ outside the bridge, for the enemy near 
the gateway being marked whenever they attempted to shew their heads 
above the parapet, were obliged to confine themselves to the loop-holes, 
the range from which is very uncertain and limited against men moving 
about. A high loop-holed wall, although imposing in appearance, is a 
profile but ill adapted to resist attacks of this nature. 

“The enemy w’cre perfectly aware that we were in the gateway, but 
appeared to have no idea of the nature of our operations. Had they been 
so, they might easily have rendered it impossible to place the powder bags 
by throwing over blue lights, of which they had a large quantity in store. 
The powder pots and other fire-works so much used by the natives of 
Hindoostan, would certainly have rendered the confined space leading to 
the gate much too hot for such an operation, but the ignorance of the be- 
sieged was known and calculated upon, — the result shews how justly. 

“Their attempts at resistance were confined to the fire from the loop- 
holes, and throwing over large pieces of earth, some of which appeared to 
be intended to knock off the port fire. 

I oii this occasion received an excellent lesson on the necessity of not 
allowing preconceived opinions to lead to any carelessness, in accurately as- 

G 
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certaimng tlie result of any operation of this nature The gateway appear- 
ed, from what I had seen from the hilU to the north, to lead straight into 
the town, and on running in to examine it after the explosion, I was so 
much impressed with this idea, and so much convinced of the probability of 
the gateway having been blocked np during the day, that I was led to be- 
lieve that It had actually been done from seeing m front of the gate that had 
been destroyed the outline of an arch filled up with brick masonry The 
true entrance turned to the right and would have been discovered by ad- 
vancing a few paces, and that m perfect safety, for the interior was secure 
from all fire Lieutenant Durand, on first going up, saw through the 
chinks of the gate, that there was a light and a guard immediately bchmd 
it, and from that circumstance was convinced, that no interior obstacles of 
importance existed 

“My mistake therefore was luckily immediately corrected without any 
had consequence resulting 

“ A party of Sappem with felling axes, and commanded by Lieutenant 
Wemyss, and two scaling ladders m charge of Lieutenant Rgou accom 
Yiamcd the assaulting column 

“ or 10 Engineer Officers engaged in this attack, only one. Lieutenant 
Mamot, was slightly wounded Captain Thomson, lioucvcr, had a very 
narrow escape, having been thrown down by a rush of some swordsmen 
into the gatewa), and nearlj sabred while upon the ground ’ 

(Signed) A G Coptniw, 

Uomlini/ Enijintm 

It 18 not the purpo«c of this work to discu's the merits of Uic many 
jicrsonal and political questions which aro«e out of the eupprc««ion5 m 
despatches, or the course of minor proceedings follow mg important ope- 
rations, or much might here be said m reprobation of the manner in which 
the names of Colonel Dcnnic and Brigadier Roberts were slurred over 
by Sir John Keane The former officer led tlie storming partj , and most 
gallantly maintained his ground in the inid«t of dnrknc«s and surrounded 
by numberless desperate foes, until the column under Bngadier Sale couhl 
force an entrance To Brigadier Roberts is due the credit of hai mg 
captured Ilyder Kliao, tlie Govcnior of tiic fortress and son of the Ameer 
Dost Mnliomed Khan, on event of great importance, hut which has 
never jet, as far os the writer of tins has seen, been described WTth the 
minuteness it dc«ervc8 It appears that after Brigadier Sale, who had 
been wounded at the gate of Ghuzni, had retired to hw tent, tfic com- 
mand of tlie fortress dcvolN-ed on Bngadicr Roberts When the Bnga- 
dier Iiai! placetl guards on the numerous prisoners taken in the conflict, 
(some fifteen or sixteen hundred) and lurangwl for the protection of 
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the women and chilvlrcn, he directed his attention to the. means of 
securing the chief. Tlic prisoJicrs had declared that Hyder Khan liad 
escaped, and that his caj)turc was now imjmssihle. Brigadier lloberts, 
however, soon after assuming the command of the fort, had seen a very 
fine looking horse, richly caparisoned, with a handsome brace of jiistols 
in the holsters, which he was reiiucslcd to allow to be sent out of the 
fort, the request being accompanied by the ussunmee that all should be 
brought before the Prize Committee. The roquc.«t was refused, although 
preferred by an olhccr who wished to purchase the lot, luul the Briga- 
dier suspecting that the horse was the projicrty of the Governor of the 
fort, directed Captain A. 'Payler of the Euro]ican Hcgl., his Major of 
Brigade, to take a com[iany of Infantry to the house where the hor.se 
had been found, and to search it. Captain 'J'uylcr, accompanied by Cap- 
tain George Maegregor, n.«sistant to the Envoy, did so, and the result was 
that Hyder Khan surrendered, after the oflicers had sworn in the name of 
the Sa\*iour that the livc.s of the prisoners would he sparcil. It should 
be added, that the oath was exacted by Hyder Khan, who would other- 
wise, with his party, have died sword in hand. The Commandcr-in- 
Chief was delighted with the succc.«s of Brigadier Roberts’s scheme ; 
but, ns shevm above, he had not the grace to make any csjiccial ac- 
laiowlcdgment of his scndcc.s in the matter. 

Leaving the IGth Regt. N. I., a small proportion of .Artillery, and 
some Irregular Cavalry to garrison Ghuzni, the Army moved on to- 
wards Cabul ; the Nuwab Jubbul Khan, brother of Dost Mahomed, 
liaHiig previously’ visited the fortress with overtures from Dost Mahomed, 
which however ended in nothing. 

The Array had not proceeded more than three marches from Ghuzni, 
when authentic accounts reached the Camp, that Dost Maliomcd, finding 
it impossible to rely upon his troops, hud hastily abandoned his guns, 
which were in position at Arghundee, and fled towards Bamccan. His 
capture being a matter of great importance, it was resolved to imme- 
diately despatch a small body in pursuit of him. To Captain Outram, 
W’as entrusted the execution of this difficult task, and the better to 
ensure success, Hadjee Khan Kakur, the chieftain who had joined Shah 
Soojah’s camp near Candahar, was appointed to accompany him with 
2000 of the Shah’s Afighans. The history of the pursuit is related 
with great spirit and fidelity in Captain Outram’s narrative, which will be 
found in the Appendix to this volume, (No. I.) Its failure evidently 
arose from the treasonous part played by the Hadjee, who either feared 
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to encounter Do«t Mahomed, or \ras shll secretly m the interest of th 
Ameer 

Following the chronological order of events we must now turn ti 
the operations of Colonel Wade, who with Shah Soojab's son had a 
before mentioned proceeded to Peshawur to march towards Cabul whet 
intelligenoe should reach him of the advance of the British force fron 
Candahar Colonel Wade had advanced as far as Jumrood upon thr 
20th of July, when he received advices of the movement of the force 
He accordingly commenced preparations for making his uny through the 
Khyber Pass a formidable ^enes of defiles overhung by lofty, rocky 
hills, from which an opjJosing enemy can offer the most formidable oh 
stnicUons to an advance But we will let Major Hough describe it ~ 

“The Khyber Pass is about twenty eight miles in eitent. From the 
entrance on the Pcshavrur side it is seven miles to All Musjtd from which 
jt IS two miles to Lalaheg Ghurrce, ft valley which is about ant miles long 
and one and a (quarter broftd, hence is the Pass of Lundeekbana, in 
fact, excepting the valley, the rest of the Pass, or for twenty two miles, 
can he commanded by jiogals (wall pieces) or even by the mountam nfle 
Ouszail) fired with a rest, and in many places by the common musket 
The road being stony, the moveraenU of troops with guns is necessarily 
slow The first four miles, after the entrance to the Pass, the road is con 
tracied and the hills on each side, arc pearly perpendicular , to the left, 
two miles up the Pass, there is r road which leads up to the top of the 
hills It Widens after the third mile but still the road is exposed to a 
fire from cither side At about fire and a half miles is the town of/aghir 
on the tight, which could fire on nny enemy moving by either road 
From tbe town AU Musjid is one and a half mile , on the left is the range 
of hills by which you move up to the fort, on the right is the hill which 
runs parallel to, and which is commanded by, the fort 

“The range of hills to the left leads to the cantonment of the Kby 
bcrecs, that of Cboorah is about eight miles from tbe fort , that of Tecrab 
seven or eight marches olt Tbe town of Jaghit was filled with the 
enemy The fort contained n considerable garrison There were breast 
works thrown up on the lulls, so that it was necessary to mote on 
slowly, and at each halt to stockade the troops, as weft as to protect tfic 
position , and tbe left was the point which requited the utmost vigilance 

Colonel Wade had taken the precaution to buy oi'cr the Khybereev 
between Peshawur and the rniroHCt to the mam roads leading through 
the Pjis« while Shah Soojah* cmi<«anca had secured the neutrality if 
not the aid of the tribes beyond Alec Musjeed But for the sei'cn 
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miles between his position and that fortress, Colonel Wade knew that 
he would have to encounter the opposition of the Kh 3 ’bcrces, supported 
by Mahomed Ukhbar Khan, Dost Mahomed’s son, who with 2500 men 
and 14 guns, occupied a post near the head of the Khyber Pass, con- 
tiguous to Jcllallabad. On the 22d July, the Colonel moved forward, 
stockading as he went. Every inch of his route was disputed by the 
cnemj', but the gallantr}' and steadiness of the troops enabled him to 
make good his way to Alee Musjeed, of which, on the 27th July, he 
was enabled to take possession, the enemy having evacuated it and 
fled. Beyond this point, no opposition was encountered. Colonel 
Wade made a holt, to give time for the troops under Sir John Keane to 
push upward from Ghuzni, and for himself to arrange with the Khj'ber 
chiefs for the permanent opening of the Pass to travellers, convoys, 
caravans, and the dawk (letter post) to and from India. He then 
resumed his march, and on the 3d September 1S39, reached Cabul with 
the Shahzada. 

On the 6th of August the Army reached Cabul, and on the 7th, the 
Shah made his triumidial entrj' into the capital. Tlie event is described 
in the annexed extract of a letter from Sir John Keane to Lord Auck- 
land : — • 


Extract of a Letter from Ilh ExccUcncij Lieutenant General Sir John 

Keane, K. C. B. ami G. C. II., dated Head Quarters, Camp Cabool, 

Sth August, 1839. 

" It gives me infinite pleasure to be able to address my despatch to your 
Lordship from the capital, the vicinity of which, Ilis Majesty Shah Shooja- 
ool-Moolk and the Army under my command, reached the day before 
yesterday. The King entered his capital yesterday afternoon, accom- 
panied by the British Envoy and Minister and the gentlemen of the 
mission, and by myself, the Generals and Staff Ofiicers of this Army, 
and escorted by a squadron of Her Majesty’s 4th Light Dragoons, and one 
of Her Majesty’s 16th Lancers, with Captain Martin’s Troop of Horse 
Artillery. His Majesty had expressed a wish that British troops should be 
present on the occasion, and a very small party only of his own Hindos- 
tanee and Aflghan troops. After the animating scene of traversing the 
streets and reaching the palaee in the Balia Hissar, a royal salute was 
fired, and an additional salvo in the Affghan style, from small guns resem- 
bling wall pieces, named jingalls, and carried on camels. We heartily 
congratulated His Majesty on being in possession 6f the throne and king- 
dom of his ancestors, and upon the overthrow of his enemies, and after 
taking leave of His Majesty, we returned to our camp. 



“iO REPORT OP SIR JOBS KEANE 

“ I trust we have thus accompbshed all the objects which j our Lord 
ship had in contemplation, when you planned and formed the Army of the 
Indus, and the expedition into Afghanistan 

“ The conduct of the Army, both European and Native, which your 
Lordship did me the honor to place under my orders, has been admirable 
throughout, and notwithstanding the severe marching and privations Ihey 
have gone through, their appearance and discipline have suffered nothing, 
and the opportunity afforded them at Ghuznee, of meeting and conquering 
their enemy, has added greatly to their good spirits 

" The joint despatch addressed by Sir Macnaghten and myself to 
your Lordship on the 3d instant from Shiharhad, will have infonned yon, 
that at the moment we had made every preparation to attack (on the 
following day) Dost Mahommed Khan, in his position at Urghnndec, 
where, after his son Mahommed Akhbar had jomed him from Jellalabad, 
he bad an amy amounting to 13,000 men, wcU armed and appointed, and 
30 pieces of artillery, we suddenly learnt that he abandoned them all, 
and fled with a party of horsemen on the road to Bameean, leaving his 
guns in position as he had placed them to receive our attach 

“ It appears, that a great part of his army, which was hourly becoming 
disorganized, refused to stand by him in the position, to receive our at* 
ta^, and that it soon became lo a stole of dissolution The great bulk 
immediately came over to Shah Shooja, tendering tbcir allegiance, and I 
believe Hvs Miyesty will take most of them into his pay 

“ It seems that the news of the quick and determined manner m 
which we took their stronghold, Gbuxnec, bad such an effect upon the 
population of Cabool, and perhaps also upon the enemy s army, that 
Dost Mahommed, from that moment began to lose hope of retaining hts 
rule for even a short time longer, and sent off his family and valuable 
property towards Bamccao, but tnatebed out of Cabool with his army and 
artillery, keeping a bold front towards us until the evening of the 3d, 
when nil hU hopes were at an end by a division in bis own camp, and one 
part of his army abandoning him So precipitate was his flight, that ho 
left in position lus gun*, with their ainmnnition and waggons, and the 
greater part of their cattle by which they were drawn Major Curcton, of 
Her Majesty s IGth Lancers, with his party of 200 men, pushed forward 
on the 3d, and took possession of those guns, etc. There were twenty- 
three brass guns in position and loaded, two more at a little distance 
which they nllcmpted to take away, and since then, three more abandon 
cd stiU further off on the Bimeean road— thus, icai ing iii our possession 
twenty eight pieces of cannon, with all the material belonging to them 
which are now handed over to Shah Shoojn-ool Moolk 

riic King took up his residence m the Balia Hi‘*ar, or Citadel of the 
CBj ilnl , the troops were di«po«cd m the neighbourhcHKl anil prej am- 
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tions were immediately made for consolidating the authority which had 
thus been re-acquired. One of the first measures was to despatch 
Captain Outi-am, after his return from the unsuccessful pursuit of Dost 
Mahomed Khan* to the Ghilzie country, lying between Ghuzni and 
Candahai’, in order to tranquillize the disaffected, and induce their sub- 
mission to the King. Tins duty Captain Outram performed success- 
fully and satisfactoril}'-. He captured many of the refractory, f destroyed 
their fortresses, displaced chieftains, substituting persons in the in- 
terest of Shah Soojah, and recovered a quantity of the property in 
camels, etc., abstracted from the British troops during their march from 
Candahar. The next measure of the King’s was, to hold a Durbar, 
and to confer the Dooranee order of Knighthood on all those officers 
who had distinguished themselves on the march from India. The third 
was, to depute Major General (now Sir Thomas) Willshire, \nth the 
returning Bombay Column, to pimish the chief of Khelat, who while 
professing friendship for the British Government, and negociating a 
treaty with its representatives, had instigated the tribes in the neigh- 
borhood of the Bolan Pass, to plunder the Army of the Indus during 
its mi^rch. The manner in which this service was performed, is set forth 
in the following dispatch from General Willshire, written on the 14th 
December 1839: — 


To THE Right Hon. Lord AUCKLAND, G. C. B. 

Governor General of Lidia, ^c, ^-c, ^c. 

“ Mv Lord, — In obedience to the joint instructions furnished me by His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the Indus, and the 
Envoy and Minister to His Majesty Shah Shooja, tmder date Cahool, the 
l7th September 1839, deputing to me the duty of deposing Mehrab Khan 
of Khelat, in consequence of the avowed hostility of that Chief to the Bri- 
tish nation, during the present campaign, I have the honor to report that 
on my arrival at Quetta on the 31st ultimo, I communicated with Captain 
Bean, the Political Agent in Shawl, and arranged with him the best means 
of giving effect to the orders I had received. 


* Hadjee Khan Kakur was rewarded for his double treason, by being placed in close confine- 
ment with a strong guard over him. 

t Amongst these, were a party who had murdered Colonel Herring of the 37th Bengal Native 
Infantry, on his way from Candahar with a treasure party. 
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“ In consequence of the want of public carnage, and the limited quantity 
Two Guns Bomi>i,y of Commissariat supplies at Quetta, as well as the 

Horse ArtiUeiy • - * * , 

Tour Guns shai* s reported want of forage on the route to Khelat, I was 
Two^Ressaias Local obliged to despatch to Cutcb Gundava the whole of the 
qmms Royals Cavalry and the greater portion of the Artillery, taking 
H M s irui Regt. with me only the Troops noted in the margin, learing 
Bombay Engineers Quctta On toe ord instant. 

“ During the march the communications received from Mehnb Khan were 
BO far from acceding to the terms offered, that he threatened resistance if 
the Troops approached his capital I therefore proceeded and arrived at the 
village of Giranee, within 8 miles of Khelat, on the 12th instant 

“ Marching from hence the following morning, a body of horse were per 
ceived on the right of the road, which commenced dnng on the advanced 
guard, commanded by Major Pennyemek II M.'s I7th Regiment, as the 
column advanced , and skirmishing between them continued until we came 
ID sight of Khelat, rather less than a mile distant 

“ I now discovered that three heights on the N W. face of the fort, and 
parallel to the North were covered with infantry, with five guns m posi* 
tion, protected by email parapet walls 

Captain Peat, Chief Engineer, immediately reconnoitred, and having re* 
ported that uotbing could be done until those heights were m our posses* 
aioQ, I decided at once on storming them simultaneously, and if practicable, 
entering the fort with the fugitues, ns the gate in the Northern face was 
occasionally opened to keep up the commomcation between the fort and the 
heights 

“ To effect this object, 1 detached a Company from each of the European 
Regiments from the advanced guard, with Major Pennycuick, 11 M 17th 
Regiment, for the purpose of occupying the gardens and enclosures to the 
North East of the town, and two more Companies in the plain, midway 
between them and the column , at the same time 1 ordered three columns 
of attack to be formed, composed of four Companies from each Corps, un* 
der their respective Commanding Officers, Major Carruthers of the Queen's, 
Lieut Colonel Crokcr II M I7th Regiment, and Major IVcslcm 3l»t 
Bengal N I , the whole under the command of Brigadier Baumgardt , the 
remainder of the Regimenta forming three columns of reserve under my 
own direction to move in support 

“ A lull being allotted to each column, Brigadier Slevcnson commanding 
the Artillery, moved quickly forward in front, towards the base of the 
heights, and when, within the required range, opened a fire upon the 
Infantry and guns, under cover of which the columns moved steadily on, 
and commcnc^ the ascent for the purpose of carrying the heights exposed 
to the fire of the enemy’s guns, which had commenced while the columns 
of attack were forming 

"Before the columns reached their vcsipeetiTe summits of the hiU*, the 
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enemy overpowered by the superior and well-directed fire of our Artillery, 
had abandoned them, attempting to carry off their guns, but which they 
were unable to do ; at this mortient it appearing to me the opportunity 
offered for the troops to get in with the fugitives, and if possible, gain 
possession of the gate of the fortress, I despatched orders to the Queen’s 
Royals and H. M. 17th Regiment to make a rush from the heights for that 
purpose, following myself to the summit of the nearest to observe the 
result ; at this moment, the four Companies on my left, which had been 
detached to the gardens and plains, seeing the chance that offered of en- 
tering the fort, moved rapidly forward from their respective points to- 
wards the gateway, under a heavy and well-directed fire from the walls of 
the fort and citadel, which were thronged by the enemy. 

“ The gate having been closed before the troops moving towards it could 
effect the desired object, and the Garrison strengthened by the enemy 
driven from the heights, they were compelled to cover themselves as far as 
practicable behind some walls and ruined buildings to the right and left of 
it, while Brigadier Stevenson, having ascended the heights with the Artil- 
lery, opened two guns under the command of Lieut. Foster, Bombay Horse 
Artillery, upon the defences above its gates and vicinity, while the fire of 
two others commanded by Lieutenant Cooper, Shah’s Artillery, w’as direct- 
ed against the gate itself, the remaining two with Lieutenant Creed being 
sent round to the road on the left, leading direct up to the gate, and when 
within two hundred yards, commenced a fire, for the purpose of blowing 
it open, and after a few rounds they succeeded in knocking in one-half 
of it ; on observing this I rode down the hill towards the gate, pointing to 
it, thereby announcing to the troops it was open ; they instantly rose from 
their cover, and rushed in ; those under the command of Major Pennycuick 
being the nearest were the first to gain the gate, headed by that Officer; 
the whole of the storming column from the three Regiments rapidly fol- 
lowing and gaining an entrance as quickly as it was possible to do so, 
under a heavy fire from the works and from the interior, the enemy mak- 
ing a most gallant and determined resistance, disputing every inch of 
ground up to the walls of the inner citadel. 

“ At this time, I directed the reserve columns to be brought near the gate, 
and detached one company of the 17th Regiment under Captain Darby, to 
the Western side of the fort, followed by a portion of the 31st Bengal Na- 
tive Infantry, commanded by Major Weston, conducted by Captain Out- 
ram, acting as my extra Aide-de-Camp, for the purpose of securing the 
heights under which the Southern angle is situated, and intercepting any 
of the Garrison escaping from that side. Having driven off the enemy 
from the heights above, the united detachments then descended to the gate 
of the fort below, and forced it open before the Garrison (who closed it as 
they saw the troops approach) had time to secure it. 

“ When the party was detached by the Western face, I also sent ■ 
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pinics from the reserve of the 17tb under Major Deshon, -vnd two guns of 
the Shahs Artillery, under the command of Lieutenant Creed, Bombay 
Artillery, by the Bastern to the Southern face, for the purpose of blowing 
open the gate above alluded to, had it been necessary, as well as the gate 
of the inner citadel, the Infantry joimng the other detachments making 
their way through the town in the direction of the citadel 

“ After some delay, the troops that held possession of the town, at length 
succeeded in forcing an entrance into the citadel, where a desperate resis 
tiDce was made by Mcbrah Khan at the head of his people, he hunself 
with many of his Chiefs being killed aword in hand , several others, how 
cier, kept up a fire upon our troops from detached buildings difficult of 
access, and it was not until late in the afternoon, that those who survived 
were induced to give themselves up on a promise of their lives being spared 

“From every account, I have reason to believe, the Garrison consisted 
of upwards of 2000 fighting men, and that the son of Mehrab Khan had 
heen expected to join him from Nowaky with a further remforcement 
The enclosed return will shew the strength of the force under my command 
present at the capture 

" The defences of the fort, as in the case of Gbnzne^ far exceeded in 
strength, what I had been led to suppose from previous report, and the 
towering height of the inner atadel was most formidable, both in appear 
once and reality 

“ I lament to say, that the toss of killed and wounded on onr side has 
been severe, as will be seen by the accompanying return , that on the part 
of the enemy must have been great, but the exact number I have not been 
able to ascertain Several hundreds of prisoners were taken, from whom 
the Political Agent has selected those he considers it necessary for the 
present to retain m confinement , the remainder have been liberated 

“ It 18 quite impossible for me sufficiently to express my admiration of 
the gallant and steady condnet of the Officers and men upon this occasion, 
but the fact of less than an bout bavmg elapsed from tbe formation of the 
columns for the attack, to the penod of tbe troops being within the fort, 
and that petfonned in tbe open day and in tbe face of an enemy, so very 
superior in number and so perfectly prepared for resistance, will, I trust, 
convince your Lordship, how deserving the Officers and troops are of my 
warmest thanks, and of the highest praise that can be bestowed 

“ To Brigadier Baumgardt, commanding the storming column, my best 
thanks are due, and he reports that Captain Wyllie, Acting Asst Adjt 
General and Captain GiUand, bis Aides de Camp, ably assisted him, and 
zealously performed their duties , also to Brigadier Stevenson, commanding 
the Artillery, and Lientenants Forster and Cowper respectively in charge 
of tbe Bombay and Shah's Artillery, I feel greatly indebted for the steadr 
and Bcientific manner m which the service of dislodging the enemy from 
tbe heights, and afterwards eOectuig an entrance into the fort was perform 
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ed. The Brigadier has brought to my notice the assistance he received 
from Captain Coghlan, his Brigade Major, Lieutenant Woosnam, his Aid- 
de-Camp, and Lieutenant Creed when in battery yesterday. 

“To Lieutenant-Colonel Croker, commanding H. M. 17th Regiment, Ma- 
jor Carrutbei's, commanding the Queen’s Royals, Major Weston, com- 
manding the Bengal 31st N. L, I feel highly indebted for the manner in 
which they conducted their respective columns to the attack of the heights, 
and afterwards to the assault of the fort, as well as to Major Pennycuick 
of the 17th, who led the advanced guard companies to the same point. 

“ To Captain Peat, Chief Engineer^ and to the Officers and men of the En- 
gineer Corps, my acknowledgments are due — to Major Neil Campbell, Act- 
ing Quarter Master General of the Bombay Army, to Captain Hagart, 
Acting Deputy Adjutant General, and to Lieutenant Ramsay, Acting As- 
sistant Quarter Master General, my best thanks are due for the able assis- 
tance afforded me by their services. 

“ It is with much pleasure I take this opportunity of acknowledging my 
oblig.ations to Major Campbell, for relieving me from the necessity of re- 
turning by the route by which the Army advanced to Cabool, which being 
entirely exhausted, must have subjected the troops to great privations and 
the horses to absolute starvation ; the Quarter Master General took upon 
himself the responsibility of leading my column through the heart of the 
Ghiljee and Koohul countries, never hitherto traversed by Europeans, by 
which our route was considerably shortened, a sufficiency obtained, and 
great additions made to our geographical knowledge of the country, besides 
great political advantages obtained in peaceably settling those districts. 

“ From my Aides-de-Camp, Captain Robinson and Lieutenant Halkett, as 
well as to Captain Outram, who volunteered his services on my personal 
Staff, I received the utmost assistance, and to the latter officer I feel greatly 
indebted for the zeal and ability with which he has performed various duties 
that I have required of him, upon other occasions as well as the present. 

“ It is with much satisfaction I am able to state, that the utmost cordiality 
has existed between the Political Authorities and myself, and to acknow- 
ledge the great assistance I have derived from Captain Bean in obtaining 
supplies. 

“After allowing time to make the necessary arrangements for continuing 
my march, I shall descend into Cutch Gundava by the Moona Pass, having 
received a favourable report of the practicability of taking guns that way. 

“ I have deputed Captain Outram to take a duplicate of the despatch 
to the Honourable the Governor of Bombay by the direct route from 
hence to Sonmeauee Bunder, the practicability or otherwise of which for 
the passage of troops, I consider it an object of importance to ascertain.” 

I have, &c. 

T. WiLLSHiRE, Major General, 
Commanding Bomhay Column, Army of the Lidus. 
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Ueium of CatualUti in ike Army under the Command of Major General 
jyUlshtre, C B emplmjed at the ttormtng of Kelat, on the \3lk Noiem 
her, 1839 
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Stale of the Corps engaged at the Storming of Kelat on the \tith November, 
1839, under the Conwiand of Major General Wilhhire, C. B. 

Camp at Kelat, 14tli November, 1839. 
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Note,— 2 Rcssallahs of the Bengal Local Horse remained in cliargo of tlic Baggage during tlio 
attack. 


C. Hagajit, Captain, 


Acting Deputy Adjutant General Bombay Column Army of the Indus. 


List of Beloochec Sirdars hilled in the Assault of Khelat, on the IZth 

November, 1839. 


Names. 

Meer Mebrab Khan, 

Meer Wullee Mahomed,... ... 

Abdool Kurreem, 

Dan Kurreem, 

Mahomed Ruza, 

Khysur Khan, 

Dewan Bechah Mull, 

Noor Mahomed and Tajoo- 
Mahomed, 


Remarks. 

Chief of Kelat, 

The Mueugal Sirdar of Wudd. 

Ruhsanee Sirdar. 

Shuhwanee Sirdar. 

Nephew of the Vuzeer, Mahomed Hossain. 
Ahsehiee Sirdar. 

Financial Minister. 

Shahgassee Sirdars. 


Prisoners. 


Mahomed Hussain, Wuzzeer. 

Moolah Ruheem Dad, Ex-Naib of Shawl. 

With several others of inferior rank. 


J. D. D. Bean, Political Agent, 
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To return to Cdbul Reports having reached the Emoy, that Dost 
Mahomed w-as at Bameean, a smaB force was detached thither, and ano 
ther small body was sent to GhuEni to bring up the prisoners, (including 
the Governor, Hyder Khan ) preparatory to their being conveyed to 
India The Army gradually recovered the effect of its long march from 
India, both men and cattle deriving much benefit from tbe climate, the 
food procured in the abundant market**, and the repose of cantonments 
The casualties, from the fatigue which the troops had undergone, were 
however by no means few, and amongst them the Government had to 
lament the loss of some valuable officers Besides Colonel Thomson of 
the 3Ist Bengal Native Infantry who died of fever, from exposure m the 
Bolan Pass, and Colonel Hemng who was murdered by the Ghilzie® 
the service lost Colonel (then Bngadier) Arnold of the 16th Lancers, 
Captain FotbergiU of the 13tb Light Infantry, Captain Timmgs of the 
Horse Artillery, and Captam John Hay of the 35th Regiment Native In 
fantry Scarcely any disastrous consequences resulted from the anti- 
pathy of the Affghans to the Europeans and Hindoos, owing, m a great 
measure to the precautions used by the commanding officers agamst 
the too frequent resort of the soldiery to the town of Cabul 

By the middle of October 1839, it bad been ascertained by the 
British Envoy at the Court of Shah Soojah, that the country around was, 
to all appearance, suffiaently reconciled to the new order of things 
to 3 ustify the partial fulfilment of the engagement contamed m Lord 
Auckland s proclamation, that the British troops should be withdrawn 
when the Shah was once " secured in power, and the mdependence and 
integrity of Afghanistan established ” 

Accordingly, orders were issued for the return to India, by tbe route 
of the Khyber Pass and the Punjaub, of the whole of the force, with the 
exception of the 1st (Bengal) Division of Infantry, the 2nd Regiment 
of Bengal Light Cavalry, a Light Field Battery, and a detachment of 
Sappers under an Engmeer Officer The*‘e were di«posed m the follow- 
mg manner — 

Cahul — Her Majesty’s 13tb Lught Infantry, the 35th Native In- 
fantry, and three guns 'The Head Quarters of the Shah’s Ist Cavalry 
and some of his Artillery 

JeUallabad — ^The 48th Native Infentry, the 4th Bngadc, the 2nd 
Bengal Cavalry, some Sappers and Miners, and a Resaallah of Skinner s 
Hor«e 

Ghuzm — ^The 16th Native Infantry, a Re««allah of Skinner's Horse, 
a proportion of Shah Soojah's troops 
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Candahar . — ^The 42nd and 43rd Native Infantry, a Company of Artil- 
lery, a Kessallali of Local Horse, and some details of the Shah’s troops. 

Major General Nott (now Sir William) was placed in command of 
the troops at Candahar, while Sir Willoughby Cotton commanded the 
whole force in Affghanistan. 

On the 15th October, the retiring troops commenced their march. 
Sir John (afterwards Lord) Keane accompanying the first column.* * * § 
Mahomed Hyder Khan, late Governor of Ghuzni, and Hadjee Khan 
Kakur, the arch-traitor, proceeded in the custody of Major McSherry, 
of the 30th Native Infantry, -with the second column.f 

After Colonel Wade had forced the Khyber Pass, on his way to 
Cahul with the Shahzadah Timor Shah, he stationed small detach- 
ments at different points,! with the view of keeping open the communi- 
cation with the Punjauh, and watching the operations of the IOi 3 ^beries. 
These detachments, consisting of Sikh troops under British officers, 
were attacked by the Khyhcries, generally ■with success, but on the 
approach of the returning columns, they partially suspended their hosti- 
lity. After these columns, however, had reached Peshawur, and it was 
deemed adrdsable to send detachments to reinforce the garrison of Alee 
Musjid, and supply it with provisions, stores, and ammunition, the 
Khyheries assailed the returning parties, killing and wounding several 
men and officers. The columns therefore halted until Colonel Wheeler 
should reach Alee Musjid, from Jellallabad, with the 37th and 48th 
Kegiraents of Native Infantry, a force sufficient, it was believed, to relieve 
Alee Musjid effectually, and to support the negociations set on foot 
with the Khyheries by Lieutenant Mackeson,§ the Political Agent at 
Peshawur. Colonel Wheeler succeeded after a sharp action with large 
bodies of the mountaineers in restoring tranquillity, and the columns 
continued their route. Sir John Keane, with the Head Quarters, 
reached India without any other accident befalling the force which 
accompanied him, beyond a disaster on the Jheelun river in the Pun- 
jaub, where a few men and an officer (Captain Hilton) of Her Majestj’^’s 


* Her Majesty’s ]6th Lancers, 2 Companies of the 21st Bengal Native Infantry, and a Ressallali 
of the 4th Local Horse. 

t A froop of Horse Artillery, the 3d Light Cavalry, the 4th Local Horse ; 2 Companies of the 
27th Native Infantry; Invalids of Her Majesty’s 13th Light infantry, and the 2d European Regi- 
ment. 

t Jumrood, Alee Boghan, Alee Musjid, and Jellallabad. 

§ The hostility of the Khyheries to Shah Soojah and his supportets, originated in the reduction 
by the King of the allowance for which the Hill Chiefs had stipulated, as the condition on which 
the Pass should be kept open. 
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IGth Lancers were drowned Sir John visited Maliarajah Kurruck 
Sing at Lahore, and reached Ferozepore early in January 1840 Here 
he embarked for Bombay, and proceeded to England, where the honours 
of the peerage, and a pension of 2 000/ per annum were conferred 
upon him and his successors for two generations, as a reward for his 
sen ices 

Although it had not been considered necessary to retain the whole of 
the troops at Cahul, it was still evident that there was much to he 
done before Shah Soojah could be considered m a perfectly secure 
position Dost Mahomed had taken refuge m the temtones of the 
Usbegs, and was endeavouring to move the chiefs of Khooloom and 
Koondooz to make a demonstration m his favour Meanwhile, Russia, 
on the pretext of avenging herself upon the Khivans for the cap- 
ture of some hundreds of her subjects, who had likewise been re- 
duced to a state of slavery, threatened to march an army upon 
Khiva, and did, in effect, put her threat mto execution to the extent of 
sendmg a large body of troops from Orenberg * To check this move- 
ment, which was obviously intended to bring a corps of observation to 
the Affghan frontier. Lieutenant Abbott of the Artillery, was deputed to 
Khiva, and subsequently to Russia He was followed by Lieutenant (now 
Sir Richmond) Shakspeare, who succeeded in rescuing a great num- 
ber of Russian slaves, escorting them to their own tcmtory Russia could 
have no pretence for moving upon Kbiva, if her professed objects were 
attained by the interventioa and negociations of the Bntish Government 

To conciliate the chiefs m the more immediate neighbourhood 
of Shah Soojah’s temtones, several young officers, with the title of 
“Pohtical Assistants,’ were deputed with offers which were, in most 
cases accepted f But «ome chiefs still held out, and amongst those 
was Sayud Ho«sein the Padsha of Kooner, an exten=ive valley about 
forty five miles from Jellallabad m an E N E direction A force 
under Colonel Orchard, of the Bengal European Regiment, was there- 
fore dispatched to Pushoot the principal stronghold of this petty 
sovereign, to dethrone him, and place on the mu®nud a chieftain 
more favorably disposed towards tlie interests of Shah Soojah The 
mihtary operation, as will be seen by the following dispatches was 
not successful , but the disaffected chief nevertheless fled from 


* The troopi were unable to i>«oetr»tefw into the denit. Climate and the harassing attacVi of 
KhlTans and freesbootera compelled them to letzeat, and the expedition was abandoned. 

I U should haxe been mentioned that Captahi (now M#Jo») D Arcy Todd had long previously 
been sent to Herat on a pacifr m ss on 
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the countiy, which was immediately occupied by the protege of the 
Shah. 


3 9-Poundcrs. 

1 Troop 2nd Cavalry. 

1 Wing 39th N. 1. 

80 European Regiment. 

20 Sappers. 

A Regiment Shali’s In- 
fantrj'. 

1 Regiment Shali’s Ca- 
valry. 

700 strong imdcr C. N. 
Christie. 


To THE Right HoNORAnr.E Lord AUCKLAND, 

Governor General of India. 

“ I had the honor to acquaint your Lordship in my despatch of the 10th 
instant, that in consequence of a requisition from the Envoy and Minister, 

I had detached Lieut. Col. Orchard, c. b., of the 
European Regiment, with the force named in the 
margin, to reduce the fortress of Pushoot, distant 
about 50 miles from hence N. N. East, and endea- 
vour to capture or dislodge a refractory chief, 
who had, with a body of armed followers, es- 
tablished himself therein. 

“ Iheg leave to forward for your Lordship’s perusal a despatch I yester- 
day received from Lieut. Col. Orchard, by which I am sorry to observe, 
that notwithstanding a long and steady attack upon the gateway, which 
was represented to the Lieut. Col. as the only assailable point, yet owing 
to the inclemency of the weather, (though the outer gate was demolished 
by the fire of the nine pounders, and the bags of powder were twice 
laid against the inner one,) yet from the heavy rain they totally failed in 
the object required, and the troops were obliged to be recalled by the 
Lieut. Col., w'ho, I regret to state, suffered a severe loss, having, as the 
accompanying return exhibits, had 65 killed and wounded ; and amongst 
the latter Lieut. Collinson of the 37tb, and Hicks, European Regt. The 
arrangements, as reported to me, that were made by the Lieut. Col. appear 
to have been judicious, and in my opinion would have been entirely 
successful, had it not been for the heavy rain which prevented the powder 
from having had its proper effect against the second gateway. 

“ The Lieut. Col. speaks, I am happy to say, in the highest terms of the 
conduct of the officers and men on this trying occasion, and their gallantry 
and steadiness appear to me to deserve the highest commendation. 

“ Although the attack was unfortunately not successful against the gate, 
yet the effect she.wed itself, by the enemy evacuating the Fort of Pushoot, 
and also that of Kelake on the other side of the river, a short time 
after the troops had retired.” 


Camp Pushoot, \Qfh Januartj, 1840. 

To Caftain Douglas, Assist. Adj. Gen. Army of the Indus. 

Sir, — “ I have the honor to report for the information of the Major Ge- 
neral Commanding in Afghanistan, that on the afternoon of the 17th, the 
rain having ceased, and with every expectation of favourable weather for 
commencing operations, I issued the necessary orders to the detachment 

I 
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for attacking, on tke following moming, the Fort of Paahoot, and as it 
was advisable that Captain Abbott shonld have bis guns into battery and 
tbe infantry be m tbo best position they could occupy before daybreak, we 
left camp at half past 4 a w As soon as Captain Abbott could distinguish 
tbe gate, he opened tbe battery against it, and after firing for nearly two 
hours, succeeded in making a practicable breach on each side of tbe gate, 
when Lieut Pigou, with a patty of 15 men of the European detachment 
and 25 Sepoys of the 87tli advanced, pushed down tbe gate, and proceeded 
to examine the inner one 

“ Tbe Bugler with the party observing them going forward sounded tbe 
advance, (without order,) which caused the storming party and column to 
immediately move down towards tbe breach, but Lieut Pigon having as 
certained that the inner gateway was closed, ran back, and directed them 
to get under covet from the enemy a fire, which was easily accomplished 
among tbe numerous ravines close to the Fort 

“ Lieut Pigou then returned and applied the powder to blow open the 
gate, hut as it had rained without intermission from about half an hour 
after comraencing the attack, from the damp state it was in, the very in- 
fetior quality of it, bemg powder of tbu country, it, unfortunately, failed 
As from the situation of the gate, and from the uatnre of the ground 
surroundiug the Fort, it was found impracticable to brmg a gun to bear on 
it, Lieut Pigou suggested that another Inal should be made to blow it 
opes, and a suificient quantity of powder, nearly lOOlbs, having been 
procured from Capt Abbott, tbe attempt was made, but I regret to sav 
It also failed 

“ As It still contiuued to ram heavily, tbe troops bad been exposed to a 
severe fire for several hours, Captain Abbott having expended neatly the 
whole of bis ammunition, and every possible means adopted towards gaming 
an entrance into tbe Fort having failed of success, I determined at half past 
11 A « on withdrawing the troops from before the Fort until the weather 
cleared up, and certain measures could be taken to ensure success 

“ Out failure, however, I am happy to say, has proved as good as having 
gained possession of tbe Fort, for a short time after we retired, tbe enemy 
evacuated tbe fort of Pusboot, as well as that of Lhatake on tbe opposite 
bank of tbe river, both of which are now la our possession , but I am sorry 
to say, there is nothing in either fort but a small quantity of gram, and 
about lOOlbs of powder 

“ I lament to say our loss has been rather severe, (a return of which is 
enclosed,) which was mainly caused by want of means to reduce a place of 
such strength 

“ To Lieut. Pigou the highest praise is due for the gallant and meritorious 
manner in which he three times advanced to the inner gate under a heavy 
fire from the enemy, and laid the powder to blow it open, the failure of 
w htch can only bo attributed to the causes already explained — to the party 
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who accompanied him, under the command of Ensign Pattule, the greatest 
credit is also due for the manner in which they kept in check the enemy’s side. 

“ To Capt. Abbott the highest praise is also due for the manner in which 
he has conducted the arduous duties devolving upon him, as well as 
the great service rendered by him yesterday. I also beg to bring to the 
notice of the Major General, the conspicuous gallantry of Lieut. Tytler, 
who accompanied Lieut. Pigou on both occasions of bringing the powder, 
and throughout the day rendered me every assistance ; I am also highly 
indebted to him for the manner in which he has conducted every duty 
required of him as Assist. Quarter Master General since leaving Jellalabad. 

“ I have much pleasure in bringing to the notice of the Major General, the 
great assistance I have on all occasions received from Lieut. Pond, w'hom I 
appointed as detachment staff. 

“The highest praise is also due to every officer and man composing 
the detachment, who have cheerfully borne up against every privation and 
hardship ; and the coolness, gallantry, and ambition of each individual dis- 
played yesterday morning, elicits ray warmest thanks and approbation. 

“ In noticing the names of officers to whom I am indebted for assistance 
during this expedition, I have omitted to mention that of Lieut. Dallas, of 
the Commissariat Department, who has on all occasions proved himself 
a most zealous officer in procuring supplies whenever there was any possi- 
bility of obtaining them, and also rendering me every assistance during 
the attack yesterday. 

Return of Killed and Wounded of a Detachment under the Command of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Orchard, C. B-, before the Fort of Pushoot, on Saturday 18fA 
January, 1840. 

Camp Pushooi, \ Wi January, 1810. 


Detail. 


Artillery, 

Sappers and Miners, 


1st European Regiment,. 


37th N. I.... 


H. M.’s Shah Shoojah’sl 
3d Regt / 


Killed. 


••• ... 0 

Sepoy, 1 I 
Private, 1 

Havildar, 1 
Sepoys, 6 

Jemadar, 1 
Sepoys, 9 


{ 

{ 


Severely 

Wounded. 


'Naick, 
Sepoy, - 
Ensign, - 
Privates, - 
Lieut. 
Havildar, - 
Naick, 
Sepoys, - 
i Havildars, 
Naicks, - 
Sepoys, - 


Slightly 

Wounded. 


0 

1 

1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
9 

2 
3 

10 


Sepoys, - . 2 
I Seijeant, - 1 


Drummer, 
Sepoys, - 


1 

5 


) 


Sepoys, 


7 


J. OacHAKD, Lietd. Col. Comdy. Detachment. 

J. R. Pond, Lieut. Detachment Staff. 

P. S. The Trooper of Captain Christie’s horse wounded. Seven horses 
drowned in crossing the Forts. 
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Nominal Holt of Offi>-ers Killed and Wounded 

Lieutenant Collinson, 37tb Regt, severely wounded • 

Ensign Hicks, lat Eur Regt, ditto ditto 

Jemadar Gunace Tewaty, H. M Shah Soojah 3d Regiment, killed 

J Oeciiasd, Li -Col , Comm^ Detachment 

After the affair at Puahoot, the winter began to set m, and Shah 
Soojah with the Envoy, and a proportion of the troops, took up 
winter quarters at Jellalabad Operations against Dost Mahomed, who 
was now ascertained to be under the protection of the Usbegs, were 
therefore m a measure suspended, and the political officers stationed 
throughout the country from Khelat to Cabul, employed themselves in 
testing the feeling of the country towards the restored dynasty, m as- 
suring the adherence of those who voluntarily yielded submission, and in 
devising measures of hostility against those who still refused to re- 
cognise the new power It was only at Bameean, on the Hindoo Koosh, 
that activity was rendered necessary, by the importance of securing the 
post, and of counteractmg the intrigues of the £x Ameer, Dost Maho- 
med, with the tribes m the neighbourhood The senes of operations ans- 
ing out of this policy extended over so long a period of time, and were 
in themselves of so interesting and important a nature, that the history 
of Bntish proceedings in Affghamstan would he imperfect, if they were 
not described with the utmost mmuteness, compatible with the dimen- 
sions of this volume No apology therefore is necessary for the follow- 
ing copious reprint from an admirable paper, which appeared m suc- 
cessive numbers of tbe Bengal Hurharu, descriptive of the proceedings 
of our political officers, and Hie small body of troops placed at their dis* 
posal Tbe details have never been contradicted, and may therefore be 
rehed upon , and though it is foreign from the purpose of this work to 
give the opinions of tbe authonbes from whom facts are quoted, it is 
but common justice to say of the author of “ The British on the Hindoo 
Koosh," that his presages were genendly justified by results — his opim- 
ous home out by later events 

“ The valley of Bameean, from Zobauk to Scotunkhdhurr,t ita western 
termination, is about 14 miles m length, and vanes m breadth from half a 

* TbitofTcciaftenrudsiilkdofhiiwoandii 
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mile to 80 pneoi!. Iktwcen Top^licc nml the eastern extremity it is ubout 
•1 or 500 yimls in width, and hnt little rAillivntcd, there being a consider- 
able quantity of Inish jungul on the banks of the stream, particularly in 
the neighhourhood of Zohauk. Above Tojishcc the valley is exceedingly 
tortuous, and is scarcely wider than the stream, which, in fact, at some pe- 
riods of the year, when swollen hy the melting snow, docs entirely fill the 
narrow opening between the hills ; but at about four miles from Hamccan 
the hills recede considerably, and the valley assumes a more pleasing ap- 
pearance, being highly cultivated, and occasionally enlivened by a few trees, 
chiefly willows -and poplars. Zohauk, however, is a pretty spot, as well 
ns Topshcc and Ahinghur, a small fort about a mile higher up than the 
former place. Generally speaking, wherever there is a fort there arc a few 
trees, and this gives a pleasing aspect to a place which otherwise would 
present but little allr.action. The valley opens near the fort of 
Moolln i\Iccr Mahomed, situated on a somewhat high bank, at the en- 
trance of a narrow gorge leading to the north. Thence following the 
course of the stream tip its left bank, the traveller passes two forts, one 
of which, called Lalia Khali, is of a considerable sir.c, and perched upon a 
lofty cliff overhanging, and on the opposite side of, the river which se- 
parates the two forts. About half a mile beyond Lalia Khali, the valley 
again contracts, and the narrow pathway* usually followed, skirls the side 
of the rocky hills on the right, the base of u hicli is washed by the river, 
which here, impeded in its course by rocks and stones, flows turbulcntly 
on. But after pursuing this straggling path for a distance of scarce a 
hundred yards, you again enter a more open space, in which, at about a 
mile and a lialf from the jutting rock, and close under the northern hills, 
our camp was pitched. The valley was here about half a mile in breadth : 
close in our front was a group of four forts, three of which were on the 
further or Southern bank of the stream : around them were a few trees 
of a goodly size, and beyond them, and close where the Fouladi valley 
forms a junction with that of Bamccan, rose a dense clump of trees 
(somewhat resembling the poplar in their uniform straightness) situated in 
a spacious Zyarut or burial ground. On our right, and on a slope, in 
front of the big image, were the ruins of a village surrounded by a battlc- 
mented, but now dilapidated, wall. Beyond was to be seen the fort, also 
in ruins, where Yazdanbuksh, the Ilazarch chief, had been some few years 
before treacherously slain by Hadji Khan Kakur. There are several other 
ruins in the neighbourhood, some of which are on a table land, which 
rises about 200 feet above the valley, to the South of it, and East of that 
of Fouladi ; and which extends to the base of the lower hills of the Koh-i- 


’ Tlie old road through the valley is a mere pathway, and uniformly keeps the Northern side of 
tlie valley, except at Zohauk, where it necessarily crosses the stream to reach that place. Tlie guns 
Were ohligcd to follow a different line, ftcfiuontly crossing tlio river and passing through the fields. 
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biba range These old forts appear to ha^ e been of a aupenor structure 
to those which are now met with in the valley one of them, in particu 
lar, IS admirably situated for defence, being placed immediately overhang 
mg the junction of the two valleys, and separated from the table land 
to the East of it by a small dhurrah, while to the South the only commu- 
nication With it, 13 by a narrow natural causeway. At the base of the 
eminence on which the rums stand, flows the Fouladi stream, access to 
which IS effectually secured by a small tower at the base of the roch 
“ There ate several streams, which, flowing from the neighbouring ran- 
ges, pour their waters into the river of Bameean Of these the principal one 
is that of Fouladi, which, tahing its rise among the rocky hills, which 
bound the southern view, flows from the south west, for about six miles, 
through a rich valley, neatly equal in breadth and productiveness to that 
m which we were located , the stream, after washing, as before mentioned, 
the foot of the eminence surmounted by the ruined fort, forms a junction 
1,200 yards lower down, with the Bameeau river StiU half a mile lower 
there is another stream, which waters a narrow, but well cultivated valley, 
lying at the foot of the eastern slope of the table land, and confined on the 
other Bide by more lofty bilfs Near Ahmghur or Tifoncbee, there are 
two other etreams, also issuisg from the eouthern bills, and at Topshees 
there is a considerable rivulet, along the banks of which is the principal 
road leading to the Ghaut of Shntur Gurdun* at Kabo Besides these 
there ate several stony defiles leading into the mountains on either side, 
but these ate for the most part dry, except at certain seasons after sudden 
melting of the snow 

The view in the valley is at all times much circumscribed From Ba- 
meean itself, barely two miles of the valley can be seen, and that ptmci 
pally to the eastward, for immediately at the foot of the big image the 
ground, on the northern bank, rises, and as the river bends to the southern 
side of the valley the view in that direction is closed by the slope, above 
which, however, are to be seen the red bills enclosing the defile of Soo- 
rukdhurrah To the south, looking from Bameean, rise a chain of rocky 
hills, rearing on high their dark, naked peaks, m recesses and clefts 
among these mountains where the rays of the sun can seldom penetrate, 
large patches of enow remain during the entire year The bills, however, 
which enclose the valley on the north, are insignificant in height, and very 
different in appearance from those opposite to them , being invanahly of 
a reddish hue, and of indurated clay, interspersed occasionally with huge 
rocks of red granite Eastward the valley extends as far as the jutting 
rock before mentioned, while beyond, the spectator observes the rocks 
which bound tbe narrow valley below Jalla Khail, and towering above 
them the rounded summits of the hills, branching off from Kaloo and 
Irak • . . . • 

■ SautnT 1 necL 
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“ A?! (ho dctnchnu’nl entered the vnllry of Banicenn, cvorytliinp; de- 
noted t\ie rapid advent of nintcr. Si\o\v Mi npon our tents, on tiie. Gth 
of Oetoher. A\Ueu encamped at Zotinnk, nnd npniu on the morninp of the 
7th, no oh-icrved it snowinp fast in tlie nnrliicrn iiills, wliilc ii few flakoH 
fell in tlic valley. The t.all trees of the Zynrnt had hern slript of their 
leave'! by the cold A\inlry hln^t, nnd the corn, nlrendy ent, Iny in heaps on 
the pronnd, where it wns trod ont by the " nnmnr.vdcd oxen." The 
nppronch of this rittorons sen'orn, i", mnonpst the Koosli monntains, nt nil 
times sudden, and orcnsionnlly it hns been known to come on so rapidly ns 
to c.ansc the destruction of slandinp crops by premature falls of snow. It 
was intensely cold when we finst arrived, nnd in n few days after, tbo 
thermometer fell in the niornint: to M nr Ifi above r.ero. The husbandmen 
hastened the pulherint; in of their corn, nnd we, on our part, hejtan to 
consider the best u\c>Ans by wbieb we miubt AbeUer men and cnUlc from 
the rip:ors of n monnl.'iin winter. 

“ Dr. Lord nrrited n few days after the detachment, and in a short time, 
a bargain was strnrk with the owners, for tlie n“e of three of the neigh- 
honring forts. These edifices are nsnnlly constructed of snn-hakrd mnd; 
they arc enclosed by a high wall ahoul GO yards hijnare, nnd from 20 to GO 
feel in height, Hanked by round towers, placed at each angle, the .stimmiUs 
of them being sometimes on a level with the top of the wall, hnl more 
generally about ten feet liigher. In the interior arc the rude huts wliich 
constitute the dwelling places of the inlmhitnnls. Tin; predatory hrdnla of 
the natives of Central Asia have led to the constmclion of siicli forks 
Ihronghont the whole country. Against hands of marauders they form ex- 
cellent places of defence : the tvnlls being of snflicicnt height to prevent 
their being easily gurmoiinled, nnd being, ns well ns the towers, pierced 
for matchlock fire to hear on all the ground surrounding. Yet have they 
been often ovptnrcd by both Afiglmns nnd Usbegs ; often trcnclicry, at 
other times the extraordinary negligence of the pnrriHon is the catisc. 
In the latter ca«c, the capture is clfcclcd at night, nnd generally by one of 
these two plans. The first method is by introducing a single man into the 
Fort, who climbs over the wall, and, opening the gateway from the in.oidc, 
admits bis comrades. Another plan is, by quietly boring through the wall, 
to force an entrance into one of the Imts inside, nnd thus carry the place 
by surprise. I have been credibly informed, that by such simple means 
as these, the Aflghans have often captured forts, which might linvc resis- 
ted <an open display of force for a considerable time; but great, indeed, 
must be the apathy and carelessness of the defenders to allow their forts 
to fall through sucb stratagems as these. 

“ The forts which were selected for the troops, were of that group 
which I have mentioned as being situated immediately in front of our 
camp, and were all on the further or Southern bank of the river. Together 
they formed an irregular triangle, the forts themselves marking the angles. 
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Ttvo of them were allotted to the lofentry, and were of the construction 
above described , but the third, that of the Artillery, was of a large and 
superior build. It consisted of two compartments, each about 22 yards 
square — the fort lay North and South — the Northern compartment had 
lofty walls and towers surmounted with battlements, and provided with 
machicoulis The other part of the fort was not so well constructed , in it, 
eventually, stables were erected for the horses This was not, however, 
accomplished without much difficulty, on account of the great scarcity of 
wood adapted for building purposes 
“ The Bameeanchis, or inhabitants of the valley of Bemeean, are Tajicks, 
while the dwellers among the hilts around are principally Hazarehs These 
two races, though perfectly distinct in ongm and religion, bear to each 
other a striking resemblance In either tnbe is to be remarked the 
broad, flat face, with high cheek bones, and small eyes, which would best 
proclaim a Tartar descent the Tajicka are, however, supposed to be the 
aborigines of the country, while the Hazarehs have a better claim to 
Tartar origin, as they, I believe, first made their appearance among the 
mountains of Affghamstan, with the army of Jenghis-Khan Both the 
Bameeanchis and Hazarehs are extremely fair, with frequently light hair 
and eyes , their forms are robust and athletic , but tbeir air is ungainly, 
and tbeir countenances present more signs of stupidity than intelligence 
They are simple, good natured men, perfectly free from the blustering 
insolence and murder loving propensities of the other tribes of the country 
I do not mean, however, that the Hazarehs have not their blood feuds 
(which can only he ended by the murder of the hostile party) like the 
Affghans, but their hebanour towards us was peaceable and friendly 
Officers could nde lu the neighbourhood, unarmed and unattended, to a 
distance of upwards of thirty miles, while in other parts of Afghanistan, 
a man s life was scarcely safe beyond the precincts of the camp The na 
tives of Damcean and its neighbourhood have long been a Buffering race, 
being subject to the oppressive inroads of both Afghan and Usbeg, the 
former exacting heavy contnhnUons while the latter were wont to make 
sadden dashes into the valley and carry off a few unfortunate prisoners, 
who were thenceforth condemned to a life of slavery in Toorkistan But 
there are some tribes of the Hazarehs, who, trusting in tho great strength 
of tbeir mountain fastnesses have long defied, both the Afghan and the 
Toork, among these are the Deh Zangee, Yehalung, and Sheik Ah Ha- 
zarehs The two former tribes ate located westwardof Bameean, while the 
latter, I have before mentioned, as dwelling neat the passes eastward of 
Irak These tnbes are predatory, and are a Bonree of terror to merchants 
with cafilas, on which they levy duties as they pass through or near tbeir 
districts The Deh Zangees held, for years before our arrival, a post on 
a hiU immediately above the bills of the Soonik Dharrabo defile, from 
whence they were wont to await the arrival of the numerous caravans, 
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Avliicli minunlly pass by that route. These tribes, ocxasionally make 
forages on less warlike districts, and the Sheik Ali llazarchs have even 
visited and levied black mail in the valley of Bamccan. .The Ilazarchs, 
in their own mountain land, arc brave and resolute, and it is related, 
(though I cannot vouch for the truth of the story,) that thirteen men stop- 
ped the whole army of Morad Beg. That monarch, some years ago, invad- 
ed the countries south of his dominions, and after capturing Syghan and 
destroying some villages, he reached Bameean. But on attempting to 
penetrate by the Kaloo dcfdc, it is said, that thirteen Hazarchs, posted in 
the rocks around, opposed his progress, and after slaying several of his 
men, so intimidated the Usbeg Army, that the Mccr of Ivoondooz was 
forced to retrace his steps. 

“ Enough of these mountaineers — to return to my narrative. On the 15th, 
the snow fell heavily in the valley, and on the following day, those of the 
troops, for whom huts were ready, took possession of (heir posts; in a few 
days, the barracks were completed, and the remainder were put into 
winter quarters. But tlierc was a part of the detachment, which, it was 
soon found it would be impossible to retain during the winter. This was 
the cavalry, consisting of about 100 of Christie’s horse, and SOO Aflghnn 
horse, under Abdoolla Khan Atchckzyc, Abdool llnhccm Khan, and 
Guddo Khan. There was neither stabling, nor a sufficiency of forage 
for so many horses, indeed we had some fear that we .should scarcely 
find the supply of the latter article adequate for the keep of the gun 
horses. 

“ Under these circumstances, it became necessary to send this arm of 
our force back to Cabul, With regard to the Afighans, independent of the 
reasons above mentioned, we had others still more weighty for desiring 
the absence of those gentry; for Dr. Lord, soon after his arrival, dis- 
covered that the Sirdars were in active correspondence with Dost Ma- 
homed Khan 1 So much for the fidelity of Affghan friends ; yet, Guddo 
Khan, the elephant stealer, has since done service to the state in two en- 
gagements in the Zemindeawer and Ghilzie districts. 

“ But we did not long remain quiescent in our forts ; for before the 
month had closed, intelligence reached us from northward, warning us 
that the time for action had commenced. 

“ The valley of Syghan runs parallel to that of Bamccan, and is sepa- 
rated from it by a range of hills, 10,000 feet in height. In the palmy days 
of the Affghan empire, Syghan was subject to the Dooranee monarchs, 
whose rule extended to the banks of the Oxus ; but during the civil dis- 
sensions which occurred in the commencement of the present century, the 
countries north of the Hindoo Khoosh were lost to the crown of Cabul. 
Within the last ten years, the chief of Syghan had been in the habit of 
paying tribute to both Moorad Beg of Kooiidooz, and to the Ameer of 
Cabul, or rather to whichever of the two states might have the immedi- 
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ate power to enforce sucli payment Bat when the power of Koondooz 
fell, and Kooloom became independent, Dost Mahomed Khan asserted his 
supremacy north of the Koosh At the time that Mr Masson visited 
these mountains, Haji Khan Kakur, the Governor of Bameean, exercised 
absolute power as far as the Dundan Shikun Pass , and only a year before 
our invasion, Meer Akrum Khan, (one of the Ameer & sons,) marched even 
as fat as Kooloom, capturing Syghan, Karaurd, and other places on his 
route It would appear from this that these trauBraontane chiefs never 
acknowledged the supremacy of their more powerful neighbours, until 
compelled by the presence of a force At the period to which my narrative 
has arrived, the valley of Syghan was torn by internal dissensions There 
were two chiefs in the valley, either of whom claimed superiority and the 
possession of the principal fort Of the two, Mahomed AU Beg was the 
actual holder of the fort of Sat i Sung, but his adversary, (a young Usbeg, 
by name Khilich Beg ) asserted that his father and uncle had been foully 
dispossessed and murdered by bis rival The consequence was, that the 
valley of Syghan became neatly a desert , the fields lay waste, for the one 
would not sow, lest it might eventually be the lot of the other to reap the 
corn Neither chief durst move through the valley, unless followed by a 
numerous retinue, with mounted scouts m advance, to see that no enemy 
lay in ambush The paltry squabbles of these Usbeg Montagus and Ca 
pulcts, at length brought the British and Toorkistan forces into collision 
KhiUch Beg applied to the Wallee of Kooloom for assistance against bis 
more powerful and successful rival , and that monarch immediately seized 
the opportunity thus ofiered, for extenduag his powers so far beyond his 
actual possessions But there was other influence at work Dost Ma 
homed Khan was residing and in high favour, at the court of the Meet 
■yVallee and the expedition was probably entered upon more with a view 
to benefit him, by giving him possession of a stronghold on the very 
borders of the empire, from which he had just been expelled 

“ About SIX or seven hundred Usbeg horse were accordingly despatched 
from Kooloom, under the command of Gholaum Beg, the eldest son of the 
chief of that place, and having joined the party of Khthch Beg, together 
they encamped beneath the walls of Sar i Sung, and laid siege to that fort, 

I should rather say, blockaded it, for they took no active measures lor its 
reduction A confidential follower of the ex Ameer was in the camp of 
the besiegers, and, it was generally supposed, that in the event of the 
capture of the place, this man was to have been nominated Governor in 
the name of Dost Mahomed Khan 

" Khilich B^ having called in the Kooloom power, it was natural that 
Mahomed All Beg should turn bis attention towards us, for he felt, of 
course, that he could not resist, unsupported, the power of Kooloom He 
had before been subject to Cabul, and he determmed on rcturnmg to 
his allegiance he accordingly sent n messenger to the Political Agent, 
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acknowledging the pupreinney of Shah Soojah, and in return reijucsting our 
aid against his enemies, lie did not ask in vain, 

“ Had there been no other reason for onr interference, this surely was 
suflicicnt ; that a chieftain, ui»o had long paid tribute to Cabal, (for Ma- 
homed Ali Beg is a very old man,) and who liad given his allegiance to the 
monarch of our choice, claimed our help against the ruler, who had re- 
ceived, nith o])cn arms, the known enemy of Shah Soojah. ’But there 
were other and far more urgent incentivc.s to action. Our own safely 
was involved in that of Sar-i-Snng. It was essential to onr well-being 
that that fort should remain in the hands of a friend. It would have been 
madness to have sal tamely, while our enemy was securing to himself the 
possession of a stronghold beneath our very cye.s. The petty Usbeg chief 
could not have successfully resisted, for any length of time; the fort must 
have fallen into the hands of Dost Mahomed and his U.sheg friends; it would 
become a sort of rallying point to otir enemies, from whence they could 
have harassed and annoyed our small detachment during the winter. It 
was of the utmost importance, moreover, to impress our neighbours with a 
due idea of our power, vigour, and daring. Had we, on the other hand, 
remained tjuicl spcct4itors of the doing.s at Syghan, so manifestly ho.stilc 
to our interests, .such forbearance would have been attributed to fear and 
a knowledge of our own weakness. I’oriunalely, Dr. Lord was a man of 
a vigorous mind, fpiick and accurate in judgment, and decisive in action. 
Our small detachment was entirely thrown upon its own resources, and it be- 
came ab.solulcly ncccss.ary to conceal our real wcakne.'S and insufficiency 
to cope with the dangers with which we were surrounded: at this period, 
a shew of irresolution or timidity would have greatly embarrassed our si- 
tuation ; but one bold stroke insured to us tranquillity and safety during 
the ensuing winter. 

“ Lord’s plans were soon formed : he coinmunieated with the military 
superior, and a detachment was immediately prepared for secret service, 
while the Political Agent despatched a messenger to Gholaum Beg, desir- 
ing him to quit Syghan immediately, and warning him, that should he re- 
main there after sunset on the 30th, he might expect a visit from the Fe- 
ringees. Lord's design was to make a foray or chupao on the camp of the 
besiegers ; and the country between Syghau and Bamcean being of a very 
difficult nature, and the great object of the expedition being celerity of 
movement, so as to effect a surprise on the enemy, — no ordnance ac- 
companied the detachment, which was ordered to be composed as follows : 
sixty-five non-commissioned officers and troopers from the Native Horse 
Artillery, under Lieut. Mackenzie ; one hundred and twenty bayonets 
from the Shah’s Goorkah corps, under Lieut. Broadfoot, and a detachment 
of Christie’s horse,* under a native officer ; the whole party being com- 

* A small detail of this corps had been left at Bamcean, for the purpose of escorting camels to 
Cabul, 
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manded by Captain Hay In addition to these troops, about thirty or 
forty Affghan horse, belonging to the A^ncy, accompanied the detachment, 
under the command of Lieut Rattray , and the Hakim* of Bameean sup- 
plied hi3 quota of one hundred Aflghan horse 

" The destination of the detachment was not known until the 30th, and 
at sunset of that day, before which (ime it was calculated that Gholaum 
Beg must have received Dr Lords message, the party set out Rom Ba 
meean f 

“ It was a long and weary march, and the nights were then intensely 
cold At first they wound by a straggling path through dark and narrow 
glens, rendered still more dreary and dismal by the dim and uncertain 
light of the stars , then mounting the almost perpendicular face of the 
mountain, by a steep winding road, they traversed for many miles the 
undulating summits of the bills, until they reached the small fort of 
Akrohat, situated about midway between Bameean and Syghan Here 
the detachment was obliged to halt awhile, as many were still behind, the 
cavalry portion having far outstripped the infantry, who were, however, 
mounted on tattoos , hut there were many of them of but inferior des 
cription, while others had to carry double weight, so they did not progress 
very rapidly As soon as the stragglers bad been collected, the party again 
set forward, and, after crossing the kotul of Akrobat, plunged into a senes 
of the most tremendous and gloomy defiles Here, through the darkness 
and the toughness of the pathway which they followed they were neces 
satily obliged to travel with caotlpn, so that the sun had already gilded 
the summits of the hills, when they reached the small valley and solitary 
fort at Ihatoo Here the Utile party was formed, in order to be in readi 
ness for the coming attack , and they marched on, expecting every mo 
ment, as they rounded some projectmg rock, to come in sight of the Tartar 
camp , but it was not until they had journeyed some six miles beyond 
Ihatoo, that the fort of Sat i Song, perched on the summit of a lofty rock, 
hurst upon their view As the leading files entered the valley, the defend 
era hailed the approach of the Fenngees with loud and exulting cheers 
These cnes seem to have given the enemy the first notice of the approach 
of our troops, for when the cavalry debouched from some orchards which 
surround the rock on which the fort stands, the Usbegs were seen rapidly 
(locking to the centre of their camp, and mounting their horses, which 
were there picketed in rows 

“At first it was supposed that the Usbegs were forming line to receive 
our attack , and, the word being given, the native troopers and Aff^han 
horse, led by their respective otBcers, dashed forward to the charge, while 
the infantry followed in support But the idea of resistance never entered 
the minds of those composing the valorous host opposed to us , each man 
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mounted his horse, and they fled separately, each scching his own in- 
dividual safety ; some pursuing their rapid course down the valley, while 
others mounted the stcci> hills, inclosing it on the north. The troopers 
and Rattray’s horse galloped past the enemy’s camp, which remained stand- 
ing, and continued the pursuit some distance down the valley ; hut I am 
sorry to say, that the greater numher of the men composing the Hakim's 
quota, considered the Usheg tents as the proper termination to' the chase; 
for they pulled up, and immediately commenced serious work in what is 
in their eyes the main object of every expedition — plunder. This appears 
to be the invariable custom of the Aflghnn soldier; he never dreams of 
pursuing, hut ns soon ns the enemy is driven off, he turns to reap what 
harvest may have been left on the field. It is thus that they have frequent- 
ly met with complete overthrows, after having first gained the day; the 
enemy returning and pouncing on them when in confusion, and unpre- 
jiared for a fresh attack. 

“ The fields around Syglian arc, many of them, marshy, and the valley is 
much intersected by ditches, so that our men, not being accustomed to 
steeple chases, met with many awkward, but, fortunately, hnrmlc.ss, ac- 
cidents. Fear lent wings to the Usbegs, and but few of them were over- 
taken. The chase was, however, continued some miles down the valley, 
before the troops were recalled from the fruitless pursuit. As for Gholaum 
Beg, though the greatest cfTorta were made to capture him, he got clear 
off, and did not draw bridle till he reached Kamurd. Khilich Beg, being 
hard prcs.scd, shut himself up, with a fcij; followers, in a small fort belong- 
ing to Murad Beg, about a mile and a half below Syghan. The pursuit 
was continued beyond this, and when returning, our people were fired on 
by the men inside; but, luckily, no further damage was done than wound- 
ing two horses. The detachment had not left Bamccan totally unprepar- 
ed for such an emergency, but two bags of powder had bccu provided for 
the purpose of blowing open a gate, should such a step be necessary. 
However, on being summoned by Doctor Lord, Khilich Beg agreed to 
.come in and submit, a promise which he fulfilled a few days after- 
wards. 

” Meantime, the Infantry had climbed the hills in pursuit of those who 
had fled in that direction ; but they met with ns little success ns the Ca- 
valry. The Goorkahs arc famed for their activity, and the facility with 
which they climb the mountain side ; but the Usbegs bad the start, and 
kept it. They arc not in general well mounted, but it is surprising to sec 
the ease and safety with which their small horses gallop along the nar- 
row, dizzy pathways among hills, which appear nearly inaccessible. So 
our men only got a few long shots at them, which did not, I imagine, 
cause much slaughter. However, it was not our object to destroy them, 
hut more to instil a little fear ; in order to insure our own safety. 
Their loss must have been slight, not above 7 or 8 killed or wounded : I 
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should consider that the utmost. Of our party, one Affghan was mortally 
wounded 

“ This little affair, although so bloodless, no doubt created a favorable 
impression among both friends and enemies. About one hundred horsemen 
and the same number of infantry, put to flight a far superior body of Us- 
begs Native accounts, if I remember aright, numbered the latter at six 
or seven hundred, but I fancy their strength would be more correctly stated 
at three hundred and fifty, or four hundred fighting men, with grooms and 
other followers. Of our own parly, I havfe before mentioned, that the 
Hakim's men, mostly, stopt to plunder, the detachment of Irregular horse 
did not come up until the affair bad been concluded 

“The Usbegs were completely aurpnaed, and left their camp and bag- 
gage on the ground It la said that when Gholaum Beg received Lord a 
message, he laughed, and said, " the Fenoghees are elephants, and cannot 
move quick, it will be time to go, when we hear of their starting ” He af- 
terwards complamed that we were down upon him too soon; for that he 
had intended to atart at ten o'clock that morning. Poor man ’ he not only 
lost all hia camp equipage, but his breakfast to boot, bis pillau was found 
smoking on the fire 

'* The detachment cetuined to Bameean immediately after having rais* 
ed the siege of Sat-i Sang , and Ibe beoeflcial effects of the measure soon 
shewed themselves Dost Mahomed s etar, which had for a time shone 
forth, was again dimmed by a cloud, his fortunes waned, and the natural 
consequence was, that of those wfap bad followed the unfortunate monarch 
into exile, many now deserted him in his utmost need , his binds failed 
fast, and the ex-Ameer was forced to grant a discharge to those of his 
followers, who demanded it. During the month of November, many of 
these, with their wives and families, passed through Bameean on their 
way to Cabul. It truly eeeraed on act of baseness to forsake the fallen 
man, whose favours they had enjoyed during the hour of prosperity ; yet 
some excuse may be offered They were reduced to the most lamentable 
plight, if the accounts which we received may be relied on. The Ameer 
had no money, and could not support so many dependents , they were 
therefore, obliged to resort to the sale of horses and other property, to pro- 
cure the means of subsistence for themselves and families They remam- 
ed with him for some time, hoping that fortune would wear a more favor- 
able aspect; but Gholaum Beg’s unsuccessful expedition to Syghan, dissi- 
pated any bright visions which might have been conjured up, and Dost 
Mabomed bimself, now iachar and dispirited, gave to many a written dis- 
charge, under bis own seal, and bade them seek their hvehhood else- 
where. 

“ During November and the early part of the following month, but httle 
occurred to mterrupt the monotony of our existence. The winter gradtf* 
ally increased in seventy, hut we were now able to bid defiince to the 
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frosts and snows of this dreary region. Tlic troops were all estaldiahcd 
in winter quarters ns comfortably as we could expect. 

“The expulsion of the 'Wnllcc’s troops from the valley of Syghnn, had 
the cflcct of opening our communications with Toorkistan ; and various 
diplomatic efiorts were now made, which had for their object the capture 
or surrender of the .'Vmccr; hut unfortunntclj-, these ncgociations were 
tinattcndcd by success. It is certain, that the nntive.s of Central Asia, 
have on some points very strict notions of honour; for though Dost Ma- 
homed has been at dificrent periods in the power of the Aflghan, the 
Usheg, and the Ilazareh, and though large sums have been alway.s ofrered 
for possession of his person, yet no one has been foinul base enough to 
betray the fugitive monarch, though he has trusted himself among those 
who were at one time his open enemies. 

“.Our immediate ncighbouns, the inhahitants of llamccan and it.s vicinity, 
appeared to be a quiet and orderly race of people. 'J'hc lower ordcr.s 
especially were friendly and inoflcnsive towards us, profc.ssedly preferring 
the prc.scncc of our orderly troops, to that of the rude Aflghan soldicr.s, 
who had fonncrly been quartered in the valley, and who were wont 
to oppress and lord it over the less w.arlikc cultivators of the soil. Tlicy 
shewed a decided partiality toward.s British arbitratiorj, for they almost in- 
variably appealed to the justice of the Agent, instead of to that of the AIT- 
gliau Governor. Such I believe also, to be the ease in various other parts 
of the country, for these native superintendents arc not much famed 
for even-handed justice; the longest purse carries more weighty arguments 
than the clearest evidence; and the principal object with these gentry 
appears to be the screwing as much money ns possible, out of the unfortu- 
nate rgois. The Ilakim, whom we found established at Bameean, on our 
arrival, wn.s recalled, on the representation of Dr. Lord, before the close of 
the year. But there was one class of people to whom our coming was 
by no means agreeable ; they considered us ns interlopers, and indu.strions- 
ly endeavoured to create a party against us ; these were the chiefs, in- 
fluential men of the valley, who, albeit they had no particular fault to find 
with us, felt their power was weakened, and independence threatened 
by our presence: no doubt, too, they yet retained some attachment 
towards the old regime, under which they had often enjoyed an imrnunitv 
from flaxes through the inability of the Governors to coerce them. These 
men, a short time after our .arrival, united and iormed a conspiracy against 
us : but, fortunately, their plans were timely di.scovcrcd, and frustrated 
by the Political Agent, Dr. Lord. 

* e •* •*•*•*»»* 

“But little snow fell in the v,allcy in the month of December, but the 
lofty hills encircling us were clothed in one sheet of white, save where rose 
some dark sharp ridges, which pre.scntcd no re-ting [Aru:e for the flakci. 
Before the 15th, the Passes over the Hindoo Koo-h v.ere closed against 
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rU but footmeu, and consequently our communication with Cabul became 
less frequent, and more diEBcuU Bat tbe roads leading to the northward 
were still open, and it was about this time, or rather earlier in the 
month, that we received reports from Toorkistnn, which again interrupted 
the quiet tenor of out Uvea In tbe course of tbe preceding mouth, we 
beard that tbe Dost bad been meditating a flight towards Persia, notwith- 
standing several urgent solicitations or commands from tbe King of 
Bokhara to repair to his Court On tbe 9th December, intelligence reach- 
ed us, that the Ameer had quitted Kooloom, en route to Persia, but that 
he had beeu compelled to telmqmah his projected journey, and to betake 
himself to Bokhara, and soon afterwards we heard that tbe Wallee was 
bent upon attacking Kamurd, and that the Ameer oot Moomuneen (His 
Majesty of Bokhara,) had offered his daughter in marriage to the ex chief 
of Cabal, with the Province of Balk as a dowry , and that, at the same 
time, be promised to aid the fugitive monarch towards the recoiery of his 
dominions, by despatching forthwith an army of 12,000 men to overwhelm 
the garrison of Bameean Now, although much credence was not due 
to such a report, yet it was not altogether unworthy of consideration 
Prudence is by no weans a bad quality, when it is not allied to fear , all 
of onr little society at Bameean agreed that, though the march of an army 
from Bokhara to our valley was by no means a probable event, it would 
be advisable to take such precautions as lay in our power, end to 
strengthen our posUion as much as possible 
“ rhe tune bad now come, when onr little detachment of scarce 700 
bayonets, was entirely thrown upon its own resources, we knew that 
no aid could come to us, gnm winter with his frosts and snows had harred 
all access to our valley from the Cabal side, we were alone, and exposed 
to the attacks of sU the hordes of Tartary It was on a consideration 
of these peculiar circumstances of our situation, that it was determined to 
construct intrenchmenU, capable of resisting any attacks of an enemy 
unprovided with artillery Our position was not a particularly good one, 
in a military point of view, being overlooked and commanded by hills 
on either side, at distances respectively of about GOO and 350 yards , yet no 
more favorable spot could be found m the valley, the distance between the 
hills bemg there at its utmost extent, and our three forts being so placed 
as to afford mutual defence, (fonmog as it were, the three angles of a 
triangle ) and to command access to either river The table land above 
would have afforded a much stronger position , but the idea of forming in- 
trencbments there could not, for a moment, be entertained at that period 
of the year, as there was no shelter for our troops Dr Lord, altboagh be 
fully concurred in the advisability of erecting the proposed breastworks, 
was dissatisfied with the position, on account of the defects noted above , 
and it was partly with a view to reconnoitre tbe neighbouring valley 
of Syghan, in hopes of finding there a more lavorable spot, and partly 
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on account of tlic moral influence wlucli he expected a forward movement 
would create, that he determined on proceeding in person to Sar-i-Sung, 
accompanied by a detachment, eventually destined to garrison that fort- 
ress.* 

" The party (consisting of two Companies of Infantry and 25 troopers 
as Cavalry, with two mortars and a 3-pounder gun) left Bamcean on 
the 17th of December; and about the same time the intrenchments 
were. commenced under the direction of Lieutenants Broadfoot and ftlac- 
kcuzie. 

“ Immediately on debouching from the defile, the traveller, turning his 
eyes to the right, beholds the grey battlements of Sar-i-Sung, while, im- 
mediately in front, and but a few paces distant, is the RIeliman-Ivhaneh, 
by which name is dignified a row of dome-roofed huts, enclosed by a square 
wall ; the accommodation which these afford, would not exactly accord with 
our notions of hospitality ; yet, ncvenhcless, their dirty walls have, I 
doubt not, often yielded most welcome shelter from the wintry winds to 
the way-worn and benumbed traveller. 

“ The fort isf perched on the summit of an isolated rock, about 120 feet 
high, and but a short distance from the hills bounding the valley on the 
southern side; its shape is oblong, the greatest length being cast and 
wc-st,— and the walls arc of brick, and, though far from substantial cxcej)t 
on one side, arc stronger than those of the generality of forts to bo met 
with. The rock on two sides (the western and southern) is completely per- 
pendicular, and on the other sides, only sufficiently sloping to admit of the 
narrow winding pathways, which lead to the gateway in the eastern face ; 
this latter side is the strongest portion of the fort, and is flanked by two 
well built towers. The interior space is much contracted, and subdivided by 
a second gateway, over which, as well as above the outer gate, is one of the 
balaktjanehs or principal rooms of the fort. At the foot of the rock on the 
northern side are the ruins of a village, which was destroyed, I believe, by 
Morad Beg, and beyond these, and also on the eastern and western sides, 
there arc some orchards of apricot trees. The valley here is about the 
same breadth as that of Baraecan, and it is watered by a small stream, 
which, immediately after washing the base of the southern hills, flows 
close under the water of the Mehm'an-khaneh, and then, bending out- 
wards, skirts the orchards, and continues its course tow'ards the east. 
Eventually it forms a junction with the rivulets of Bamecan and Ka- 
raurd, and passing Goree and Koondooz, empties itself into the 
Oxus. 


* The agent sent an application to Cahul for a reinforcement of four Companies of Infantry ; 
hut, as expected, the supply was refused. 

■f “ Sar-i-Sung” means literally the “ top of the roch." I have said “ is perched,” but more cor- 
rectly 1 should have written in tlie past tense,' as the building is now no longer. 

L 
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“ From causes already mentioned, ttis valley of Syghan is far less 
productive than that of Bameean Immediately m front of the fort, and 
between it and the northern hills, there are several cultivated fields , 
hut towards the west, stony, undulatmg ground succeeds, and east of 
the fort, stretch for a considerable dwtance, some waste land^, green 
and marshy, entirely neglected by the inhabitants The bills around are 
insignificant when compared with those visible from Bameean, as they 
do not form a portion of the great snowy range , their hue is generally 
of a reddish brown, their outlme rugged, and though low, they are ex* 
ceedmgly difficult to surmount The most striking feature of the valley 
IS, as may be supposed, the rock and fortress of Sar-i Sung The 
former, viewed from the north or west, rises majestically fron^ the cen- 
tre of the orchards, which belt its base , and the old grey walls, diver- 
sified with tower and keep, frowning over the valley stretched below, 
remind the traveller of those relics of the feudal ages, which are still 
frequently to he seen in our own land But this lordly fortress, m its 
towering grandeur, presents to the eye an idea of strength, far greater 
than that which it actually pos'esses, for immediately to the south, and 
within easy musket range, is a hill which entirely commands it, and 
which looks into the mtenor space, taking the northern battlements 
in reverse 

" The inhabitants of Syghan, Kamurd and the neighbouring parts, ore 
of several different tribes , even m the «ame fort Tajicks, Hazarehs, and 
Usbegs may be found Mahomed Ali Beg calls himself a Tootk, while 
Khihch Beg, whose fort vs about five miles down the valley, is an Usbeg , 
Kudum Shah Beg again, who lives higher up and nearer the Dundan i- 
Shisim, IS an Hazareh Izit ooUah Khan, of Kamurd, is a Tajick , 
Su-dar Syud Mahomed of the Dusht i Sufaid, near the Nal i-Fensh 
pass, boasts himielf a Tartar , Pursimd Shah, of Dooab, is of the Haza- 
reh race, and Baba Beg, of Banuck, near Kamurd, la chief of a tribe 
called Ajuree Among people of such vanous race'*, it is not be 
wondered at, that there should be as many interests as clans Dissensions 
are, of course, frequent and it is only when all are equally assailed, 
threatened by some external foe equally the object of fear or hatred to 
all, that the Usbeg and Hazareh, the Tartar and the Ajuree, will umte 
Mo«t of these were for a tune our professed friends Khihch Beg how- 
ever, was at all times an object of suspicion, and Baba Beg Ajuree 
never jomed us , but he was one of the few 

“ One of Lord s objects m visitmg Syghan was, as I before mention- 
ed, to ■see whether a better military position might not be there found 
than that which we occupied at Bameean But it did not require great 
examination to shew us, that tiac fort itself wa" unfitted for that purpose, 
both from its size, (it not being capable of holding more than two com- 
panies,) and from its situation, bemg commanded at musket shot dis- 
tance The ground, however, occupied by the orchards and between 
tlie rock and the nver, could have bwn formed into an exceedingly de- 
fensible post by the addition of some field works as it had the advantage 
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of being screened from fire from the hill by the fort, which might have 
been held as a citadel, by a few men. The advanced sUitc of the sea- 
son, and the want of cover for the troDjis, however, prevented our enter- 
taining any idea of a present change of quarters. Tlicre was no event 
of any consequence occurred during our slay in the valley. Lord’s 
time was jirincipally occupied in receiving the native chiefs, of whom 
several paid him visits of ceremony, Khilich Ilcg being among the 
number. It was curious to observe with what care this hist named 
chief avoided collision with his rival ; no doubt, loo, he felt considerable 
satisfaction at seeing his old enemy obliged to yield possession of his 
stronghold into other hands, and to betake himself to one of his other 
forts, of a far less ostentatious description ; for Mahomed Ali Beg held 
several either in his own pamc, or in that of his son or brother. Most 
of the neighbouring chiefs, either in person visited the Political Agent, or 
sent messengers to him ; but the man of Banuck seemed to be of a stub- 
born disposition, and did neither, apjicaring to be not so fully impressed, 
as were the others, with our powers and greatness ; on the contrary, 
while we were at Sar-i-Sung, a report came to us, that he actually 
meditated a chupao on our detachment. 

[The party return to Bnmccan, and the author describes the march. 

He then proceeds.'] 

" Meanwhile Dost Mahomed Khan was an inmate of a prison at Bo- 
khara. 

" I have said, that tlic hopes of a brighter fortune, which this unhap- 
py Prince at one time nourished, were rudely frustrated by the intel- 
ligence of Gholaum Beg’s disiistcr ; and the beneficial working of Lord’s 
vigorous policy was fully developed. It is true, that the evil was merely 
averted ; but as he could not possibly have foreseen the events, which 
afterwards rendered all the advantage, previously gained, nugatory-, the 
praise due to liim for having succeeded in driving the Ameer from the 
Southern banks of the Oxus, should not be -uithheld. Despair was 
largely infused among the followers of the fugitive monarch,- and he 
himself, too, on whom care had laid its Jieaiy hand, no doubt shared in 
this feeling, and sufiered some anxiet}’^ to steal upon liim, when he heard 
of the sudden blow struck by the Feringees, and knew not what more 
might follow. He no longer felt himself secure, and almost immediate- 
ly prepared for flight towards Persia, where he felt sure of a favourable 
reception, liis mother being a native of that country ; but day by day he 
delayed his departure, perhaps ivith a lingering hope, that something 
advantageous might yet occur to prevent the necessity of so long a 
journey, — ^perhaps, through financial difficulties ; but at length he set 
out, accompanied by his sons and his brother, the Nuwaub Jubbm* 
Klian : his journey, poor man, did not end in the way which he had 
anticipated. I never heard the exact route by which he was proceeding, 
but he must have passed within a short distance of Balkli ; for the Go- 
vernor of that place, which is subject to the rule of Bokhara, sent him 
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a message, requesting him to give him a meeting, as he had some pro- 
posals to make to him on the part of the Ameer-ool Moomumeen. 
Dost Maliomed sent his brother the Nuwaub to him, to hear avhat these 
proposals might be, but the Governor of Balkh laid hold upon the 
envoy, and declared that he would not free him until the Ameer in per- 
son came Accordingly the ex-chief went to procure the liberation of 
his brother, and when amved at that once famous, hut now insignificant 
city, he found himself little less than a prisoner Jubbur Khan was re- 
leased, but the dethroned monardi was informed, that the kmg of 
Bokhara desired his presence Perfectly helpless, he could not but accede, 
and, perhaps at the time he entertamed hopes of a friendly reception 
The Nuwaub returned to Kooloom with his own and the Dost’s family, 
while the other, accompamed by the young Khans, Akbar and Afzul, 
repaired to Bokhara There, instead of meetmg with the reception, 
wluch first reports led us to believe awaited him, the whole party were 
thrown mto dungeons, and thus did Dost Mahomed, m fleeing from the 
British, who would have proved then, as now, kind hosts rather than 
enemies, become dependent on the caprices of a tyrant 
******* 

" The full force of wmter set m at Bameean, about the middle of 
January Before that time the party had returned from Syghan, 
with the exception of the Infantry, who had been left there under the 
command of Lieut Golding I must pass briefly over the next few 
month*, for there was nothing worthy of mention occurred durmg 
them We had frequent falls of snow early in the new year, and the 
frost increased much in mtensi^, the thermometer, durmg January, 
frequently falling to 10® and 12® below Zero , the nvew, both of Fou- 
ladi and Bameean were frozen over to a considerable thickness, and 
"pnngs issuing from the hill side froze, as they trickled down, before 
they could reach the stream. Our houses admitted the cold oir m a 
very unpleasant manner, and it was seldom that we could keep our 
rooms sufficiently warm, to raise the quicksilver above the freezing 
point Fuel, too, was unfortunately both scarce and expensive, and 
long before the necessity for fires passed away, we were compelled to 
hum hushes and shrubs, even assafoctida plant, and dried cow dung 
This severe weather was found rather favorable to our European consti- 
tutions, hut our men suffered severely from the cold We reduced our 
number - 

tunately, i- 

ment ha ^ ^ , n 

gloves and stockings, still, the Sb^'s regiment lost several men from 
affection of the chest and lungs 

“ The construction of the defensive works, commenced m December, 
was pro«ecuted with but little intermission, except at times, when tliC 
snow compelled us to desist durmg the winter months Tlic soldiers of 
the gamson, divided mto several working parties, as well as about 200 
Hazarchs, who were most happy to he hutsd, were employed m this use- 



THE WALLEE OF KIIOLOOM. 


77 


ful labour. But the work did not progress very rapidly ; the days were 
very short, and the mornings and evenings too cold for such employ- 
ment ; the frozen ground too was almost impervious to our pickaxes, 
and in some places it was so hard, and so thicldy interspersed with stone 
or fragments of rock, that we were obliged to have recourse to blasting. 
But our supply of powder was too small to allow of our expending it thus, 
except when absolutely obliged, otherwise we should have completed 
the lines much quicker. All idea of their necessity had soon passed 
away, yet we still thought our time well employed in their formation. 
After events fully proved their utility, for although not actually reduced 
to defend them against an enemy ; still there is but little doubt that the 
knowledge of their existence alone prevented the more rapid advance of 
the Ameer and the allied forces ; and thus, time was given us to augment 
our strength and resume the offensive. 

“ From time to time we received accounts of the progress of the Rus- 
sian army towards Khiva, but this gave us no cause of anxiety, as the 
failure of the expedition was generally expected ; our attention was 
more particularly directed towards the prisoner of Bokhara and the 
Nuwauh of Kooloom. The former had been deprived by his arbitrary 
master of nearly all his dependents, only five or six men besides his 
sons being allowed to remain with him ; the remainder were sent 
back to Tush Koorghan. Jubher Khan, now left alone, seemed much 
inclined to accept the offer of the British, but he wavered yet for a 
long time, The Wallee had, very generously, yielded to him for 
his maintenance, the transit duties on merchandize passing through 
Ms dominion : so he was now better able to support his still somewhat 
numerous party. The principal cause of the Nuwaub’s indecision 
seems to have been a threat, which, it is reported, the king of Bokhara 
held out, that the news of Jubbar Khan’s surrender to us, would be 
the. signal for the decapitation of his brother. Whether this was 
the case or not, I cannot, say : but there is no doubt that the family 
long time feared that such a result would attend their departure 
from Kooloom. On the 20th of February, the eldest son of the Nu- 
waub, a lad of about eighteen years of age, named Abdool Ghunnie 
Khan, attended by a small sowarrie, arrived in our lines, having 
been sent by his father, with friendly messages to Lord. The Khan, 
a sharp, intelligent youth, was of course received and treated with 
the utmost kindness, and he in a short time, declared himself so 
pleased with Ms changed circumstances, that he would not wdllingly re- 
turn to Kooloom, except for the express purpose of bringing the Nuwaub 
with him to Bameean. He looked upon the Host’s situation in a very 
philosophical manner, considering him already a dead man, and therefore 
the fate which might await him, in case the Nuwaub came in, a matter of 
but small consequence. Some months after, the Ameer made use of 
similar expressions ; for, when he was engaged with the Wallee, in his 
campaign against the Kaffers, being reminded that his wife and family 
were in our power, he merely answered, “ I have no family, I have 
buried my wife and children.” 
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“ In the month of March thoogh the winter had not actually pa^'ed 


occurred m the neighhourhood of Bameean, one of those events which 
so often happen m a country conquered, but not subdued , and which, 
however much they are to be deplored yet cannot be avoided without 
injury to the mterests of the state, or disgrace to its arms 

" The circumstance to which 1 allude was an affair which took place 
on the 14th of the month, between ua and some Hazarehs of the neigh- 
bourhood It was a very unfortunate event, and at the time led to 
much cen«ure bemg heaped on Lord a head, through a total ignorance of 
the circumstances of the case on the part of those who blamed him 
ITie contumacy of a few obstinate men obliged us to proceed to vigorous 
measure®, which however, I am glad to say, were unattended with 
gro's tyranny and wanton barbarity 

“ The valley of Fouladi from its emboucfitire leads towards the South- 
west, penetrating the Kohi Baba range For a distance of some six 
miles. It la of considerable breadth, but at that point, it branches into 
several narrow dharrahs, each watered by a small stream, all of which 
unite at nearly the same point forming the larger rivulet which flows 
into the Bameean nver These dhar^s run into the very heart of 
the mountains, the streams rniog at the foot of the dark roclgr clefts 
which contam the perpetual snows Above the point of separation, 
there are hut few forts, and these are perched above the valley's terre- 
plein, usually on «ome level ledge in the hill side, or m u sheltered nook 
of the mountams but the spaces between the forks formed by three of 
these dells, are occupied by table lands, raised above the bottom below 
about 150 feet, and of triangular shapes , upon these there are upwards 
of twenty forts, grouped in diflerent places, but never at any great dis- 
tance apart Over these, there were two chieftains, Mir Moheb and 
Shah Nu'i^er, who were indeed the heads of all the Hazareh tribes, 
dwelhng between Bameean and the Kohi Baba it was with the mhabi- 
tants of some of these forts the subjects of the last named potentate, 
that our quarrel commenced 

“ I have before casually adverted to the difficulty we experienced in 
providmg forage for the horses belonging to our detachment Before 
the winter set in we were m the habit of sending men to a considerable 
distance, to a spot amid the hiUs near Akrohat, where there was a 
quantity of the long dry ehummun gnus This was of a bid quality, 
very far from nutntious, but as a pis offer we collected as much as pos- 
sible, until the snows and frosts drove our people to seek shelter m the 
valley, and thenceforward, we were obliged to depend on the supplies 
of dried lucerne and straw, which the neighbouring forts and caves con- 
tained Tlic natives sold willingly, though at heavy prices, as long as 
Iheir slock lasted , but day by day, as time wore on, we were obliged to 
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cKtcntl our forage circle, alihougli on the representation of the commis- 
sar)*, the olViccr in charge of the nrtillerj* had considerably reduced the 
daily feeds of the gun-horses. The commissariat agent travelled some- 
times to a considcnvblc distance in .search of forage, even to Shibr and 
Kaloo. In March he succeeded in purchasing a large sui)ply of boosah 
(at exorbitant charge'') at one of Shah Nusscr s forts on the table-land. 
From this he was in the habit of taking away and bringing into the 
lines, a certain quantity daily, not having carriage sufiicient to remove 
all at one time. But on the Idth, while he was thus engaged, a quarrel 
arose at the fort ; it njqmrontly originated between the Hazarelis and 
.some Aflghan sowars, who had gone thither to j)urchasc grain for the 
use of Abdool Ghunnic Khan. The cause of the disturbance wa.s 
never .‘satisfactorily ascertained, but it ended in, not only the AiTghans, 
but our own pcojdc also, being driven olT and pelted. On this, one of 
our people, naturally jirovokcd by stich tmmerited (for such it ap])earcd 
to be, as far as we could leant,) treatment, uttered some thrcat.s which 
the Ilazarchs received contojuptttously. 

" This incident we learned about midday on the 1 flth, and messengers 
were immediately despatched by the Political Agent, to learn from Sliah 
Nusscr the cause of the outbreak ; but no answer was returned, further 
than, tluit he declined our interference in lota. Mir Moheb denied any 
participation in the other man's doing.«, and, us he was a superior chief 
to Shah Nusscr, ho was dcjuited by Lord to use In’s endeavours towards 
an amicable adjustment. He, however, met with no more success than 
our own messenger ; all the answer -was, that the chief wa.s ‘ yagi,’ or 
insurgent. Several other men of considerable inlluencc in the vallc}*, 
among them Moollah Mccr Mahomed and Alladah Khan (ool Syudabad) 
were sent ns envoys to the implacable Hazarelis ; but the ncgociations 
were nil fruitless. Tlic wishes which Lord conveyed to him, were cer- 
tainly not such as he could have found any difilcultj’- or hardship in com- 
plying with. The Political Agent asked him to explain the cause of the 
quarrel, in order that the ofTenders, on which ever side they should prove 
to be, might be punished. He further said, “ If you wish to be our 
friend, you will submit to this arbitration ; if I find our people to blame, 
you may rest assured that I will punish them ; if you will not agree to 
make some explanation, I cannot but consider you as an enemy.” Such, 
or to such effect, were Lord’s messages ; but Shah Nusscr persisted in a 
dogged silence with regard to the quarrel ; merely declining our inter- 
ference, refusing to acknowledge Lord’s authoritj’- ; furthermore, he 
abused us as Kaffirs, and swore we might bring our guns as soon as we 
chose. Ever)’- means were used in vain to conciliate him. The urbabs, !' 
whom Ave employed as our ambassadors, were the most respectable men 
of the neighbourhood, and if any one could have persuaded him, they 
could. There is no doubt that the promptness of the proceedings, which 


* About Uiis time, straw sold for o rupee n in.aund j and dried lucerne about 25 or 30 seers 
the rupee. 

* Tlie principal man in a fort is usually thus designated. 
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followed the Hazareh’s contemptuous defiance, alone prevented the 
insurrection from becoming more general la such matters the great- 
est difficulty IS m commencing, and the Hazarehs having thus thrown 
down the gauntlet, I thinh it highly probable that the others were glad 
to perceive the first steps taken , but that, widi their usual caution, they 

d for our com. 

^ _ matter of hut 

little importance, although he possessed some ten forts, strongly placed 
But Lord did not view the affair m that light , it was to be considered 
not wbat Shah Nusser himself could effect, but what results might 
follow the contumacy of one man if allowed to pass unnoticed Lord was 


repulsed, he marched troops gainst him . and this took place at noon 
the next day Let it not be said that this was too hasty , it shewed 
decision, but not precipitation As Shah Nusser dwelt only half an hour's 
’ ^ ’ * of timefor negociation, itwas 

• ntbin that period he would not 

' hat we must have recourse to 

force, expedition was advisable, both for example sake and to prevent 
the Hazarehs from having time to prepare or to gam fresh adherents to 
their cause, by callmg on the neighbouring tnbes for tbeir assistance , 
every day we delayed would have given them fresh courage And 
80 , next day at noon, four compames of infantry, two guns and about 
Bixty horse matched against hun, not because he refused to give us 
grass for our horses, bot because he refused to acknowledge the authoii* 
ty of the then Governor of Bameean 

‘ Quern Deus vult perdere pnus demeniat ' Venly they were madmen, 
the mhabitants of that small fort who shut their gates against us and 
appeared on the towers with their matchlocks evidently prepared to 
as«ail us We had just come witbiu sight of the table lands before 
mentioned, they were immediately in our front, about 400 yards, distant 
On the nearest point of one oo our right front we observed a consider 
able crowd of armed men but on the left hand one, no enemy was visi- 
ble the forts on it were said to belong to Mir Mobeb, while tho*e on 
the one occupied, were the property of Shah Nusser Up this hill we 
were to have ascended, as above ins our object , but the foolish conduct 
of the fort below saved us the trouble It belonged to the refractory 
Hazareh chieftam, and was situated in the valley close to the road and 
about 450 yards from the position which the enemy had taken up 
We were much surprised when we r^ched it to see the warlike atti- 
tude assumed by tho«e within, for we did not expect to meet ivith any 
opposition below Tlie column was accordingly halted , and Ilattray, 
tlie Political Assistant, rode to the gate of the fort, and commenced a 
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parley ^Yilll them. Tlicy rcfupcd to oi)eu their gale ; neither would they 
send a inun down to confer with our party. After some time wastctl 
thus. UaltTay returned and reported his failure in inducing them to 
pcld ; hut I^rd requested him to trj' again. Accordingly, Uihing Ali 
Usker, a Persian attendant with him, he again presented himself below 
the turret, although by this time, (he garrison of the fort were making 
signals to tiiosc occupying the hill, apparently to induce them to 
come domi to the nttaclc. Lord and nil our party looked anxiously on, 
for we were not without some fear lest the Haznrehs shoxdd lire on the 
parlcycrs, while Iljittray and the Persian used all their eloquence in 
vain. The people were assitred by them that they should suficr no 
harm in person or property : that we did not wish to tsd;c their fort 
from them, but merely desired (hat one man should come down, and 
open the gate, gn*ing us some assunmcc that thej' would not molest 
us : in that case they were told that we should leave them and j)ass 
on ; but. whether from fear, obstinacy, or orders from their chicfUiin, I 
know not, they would not comply with such reasonable demands.’’* 
When Rattray announced the failure of his attempts, which had alto- 
gether occupied about half an hour, I^rd tinned to tlic Commanding 
Oliiccr, who stood hy, and said, “ I can do no more, Captain Garbett ; 
the alTair is now in yonr hands.” 

" Tijc party was then moved up, and the gnns were placed in posi- 
tion ; one against the gate of the fort, and about 30 paces from it, 
the other directed agaiust the body occupying the hill at about dOO 
yards distance. Tiic gate fronted the table-land, .so that the guns fired 
in contrary directions. Attached to the one opjioscd to the fort was a 
covering party, consisting of about 80 Infantry" of the Shah's 4th 
Regiment. 

" As soon as this position had been taken up, and before we had 
commenced hostilities, a single shot was fired from the hill, and immedi- 
ately followed hy a sharp fire from both parties of the enemy. This at 
once frustrated the hopes still entertained, that the deluded people 
in the fort would surrender, when the)' perceived our intention to enforce 
submission. On account of the inequality of the ground, we could not 
run a gun up to the gate to blow’ it in; so round shot were used, 
which at first went crashing through, ^yithout doing much injury 
to the gate, as from being so close, the shot made a clean Iiole 
through the planks ; hut on changing the aim to the side>-posts 
or stanchions, the whole frame yielded, after a few rounds. For 
a short time, the fire was rather severe, the matchlocks of the men 
on the hill reached us easily ; and soon after the work had commen- 
ced, a skirmishing fire w'as opened, from the brow of the liill on the 
left, but we could distingiush no one, except when for an instant, the 

* It is not true, asltas been asserted, tliat tve demanded tlie deUverj' of some disputed foriigc— our 
request was simply as stated above. It was really too much to expect Oiat, without any assurance 
ofUicir nou-intcrrcrcncc, we siiould pass on, and leave a hostile fort in our rear, titc men in which 
might have annoyed us greatly, when ascending the t.ablc-land. 
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upper part of a man’s body might be aeenjust appearing above thebrow, 
now here, now there ; and instantly followed by the flash of a matchlock. 
Just then our men were dropping fast, but the fire did not continue so 
general, but for 15 or 20 minutes ; for after a shot or two had tried and 
found the distance, a few rounds of shrapnel from the other gun. drove 
the enemy from the hill in front ; and about the same time, Rattray, 
%vith his Affghan horse, followed by a party of Infantry, galloped up the 
other eiDdnence, and drove the skfrnushers from their position, kflling 
and •wounding a few of them ; but the majority took refuge in the fort, 
Mir Moheb’s. Rattray rode after them to the gates, and, on expostu- 
lating with that chief, the latter declared, that his people had gone out in 
defiance of his orders, and that he would prevent rdl fmther interference. 
This was a rather gratiutous promise on his part, as the affmr had now 
nearly ternunated. The frame- work of the gate being thrown down, the 
company, which had lutherto been employed as a covering party, entered 
the fort, the garrison of which, with the exception of one man, taken pri- 
soner, and some shot in the entrance, still held out in the tower. Several in- 
eflectual attempts were made to reach them, but they had ascended through 
a trap door to the upper story, and then pulled the ladder up. Their re- 
solute courage, poor men, was worthy of a better fate ; hut, what could 
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some straw on the ground floor was fired, with a view to smoke them 
out ; and a few rounds from the guns were fired into the upper part of 
the turret. But even this had no effect j they would not come forth, 
though the fire did not bum so fiercely at first as to prevent them from 
doing so. The straw smouldered, emitting volumes of smoke, but very 
little flame. It was a sad business ; every man perished. When the firing 
ceased, we sent a Hozarch to speak to them, and then we learnt that none 
but women and children remained, who at the same time made their ap- 
pearance on the summit of the tower. These, after some time, and with 
considerable difficulty, we Succeeded in getting down from their perilous 
situation ; this we were obliged to effect from the outside, as all the 
floors except the upper roof had fallen in. We cut down a young tree, 
and rearing it against the wall, a maa was thus enabled to convey a rope 
to the summit, by which the unfortunates were lowered. The fate of 
the men was me\Mcho1y in the extreme ; hut 1 do not think they could 
have been destroyed by the fire, as they might have escaped to the roof, 
by the same means as the women did. Most probably some of the 
last shots from the guns Idiled or wounded all who remained. 

“We did not continue hostilities any , — — ' 

driven the Hazarehs from their position . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

the fort, would, most probably, have ^ . • ' • 1 

Had wc, at that time, advanced ogmnat the more distant forts, it is pro- 
bable that the Hazarehs, as if driven into a corner, would have fought 
desperately. It was not our object to shed blood, but to reduce them 
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to submission, by persuasion rather than by the sword ; and it was 
Imped, that by giving them time to cool, and to reflect on the re- 
sults which might attend any further insubordination, that desirable end 
might be attained. We all commiserated the dreadful fate of the i)oor 
men, who had just perished, and regretted the necessity which had com- 
pelled us to inflict such a dreadful punishment. The fort contained 
only about twelve or fifteen men, of whom only one escaped with his 
life, but no one can justly be blamed for this, — the men courted death, 
they brought it down on their own heads. 

“ It having been determined to cease hostilities for the present, the 
detachment returned to the lines at Bamian, to await the result of 
fresh negociations. Our loss amounted to one killed and 17 wounded, 
of whom four or five died. We had upwards of 300 men present, 
but scarcely 200 were actually engaged ; and idl our loss ^Yas sustained in 
something less than half an hour. Of the enemy’s number, no accurate 
information could be obtained, but there could not have been more than 
200 men on the hills. Some accounts stated, that they had lost 4G 
men, including 10 killed in the fort ; another version gave the total 
amount at 53 ; but, knowing how much these matters arc generally 
exaggerated, I am inclined to doubt that they sulTercd so scvcrcl}\ 
lilir Moheb’s brother, a moollah, was killed by the cavalry on the hill, 
and some others, also fell, or were wounded by the sabre. Several, 
too, were afterwards kno\vn to be lying in the forts, suffering from . 
shrapnel or round-shot wounds. 

" Lord’s overtures,' after this severe lesson had been read to them, 
were happily attended with more success than before. Rlir RIoheb, who, 
notwithstanding his own tribe had suffered in the conflict, declared him- 
self our friend, and that his brother merited his fate, reported that Shah 
Nusser was now more fearful than hauglit}’’, and that the Hazarchs were 
prepared rather to run than fight. It was deemed advisable under these 
circumstances to allow them time to get over their fear, which we antici- 
pated, would be succeeded by submission. And so it happened ; shortl)’' 
the refractory chief, now humble enough, surrendered to the Political 
Agent, and was, of course, pardoned. One condition was, however, insist- 
ed on, that he should provide the heir of the fort, (who, fortunatel)* for 
himself happened to be absent at the time,) with means to recommence 
his business as husbandman. In a few days, our relations wnth the 
Hazarehs, were on as amicable a footing as before, 

* -t- •) 

“ April shewed some signs of spring ; a very heavy fall of snow had 
occurred near the end of the preceding month, which lasted two days, 
and was immediately succeeded by a quick thaw. After this there was 
a gradual, but perceptible change in the weather, and soon the earth 
became sufficiently soft to admit the ploughshare, 

“ But the snow still remained deep on the higher parts of the range, 
so that the Passes were scarcely practicable behveen us and Cabul, and 
our communication continued uncertain and difficult. Not so with 
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r^ard to the road leading northwards , Kafilas came m frequently from 
Toorkistan, bringing us the products of Bokhara, China, and Ru««n , 
the travelling merchants owning these were mostly compelled to remain 
with us for a time on account of the state of the roads in advance not 
permitting camels or laden pomes to pass , but 'ome proceeded on them 
journey, hiring Hazarehs to cany their merchandize over the snowy 
Passes , and thus their yahoos, freed from their burdens were enabled 
to accomplish the toilsome march Dealers, too, with long strings of 
horses, some of superior breed, constantly amved Many of the«e were 
eagerly purchased for the of the artillery, to fill their thinned stable, 
or to replace those, which, worn down by toll or the severity of the 
Winter, were no longer fit for service And camels also were about this 
time procurable in considerable numbers, but the greater proportion 
were ^ent on to Cabul instead of being retained for the use of the 
Shah’s infantry This, caused much mcouvemence, and loss, both of 
pubbe and private property 

“ Other and more important amvals took place during the month of 
May, envoys from different powers of Toorkistan Among these were 
a messenger from the Khan of Mazar, and another from Moorad Beg , 
the latter of these was Atmaran, an influential Hmdoo, who bad long 
held the post of Dewau Begee at the court of Koondooz After re- 
maining some tune with Lord, he passed on to Cabul 

*' The proccedmgs of the Nuwaub of Kooloom were exceedingly per- 
plexing about the middle of the month, a letter came from Baba Beg, 
informing us that he had positively started , but a few days after, he 
changed his intention, if indeed he had at that time really determined 
on coming m , several times pitched his camp outside the town, and as 
often struck it again , once he even sent his advance tents as far as 
Guzneeguk, the first stage from Tash Koorgbans , and it was on this 
occasion that our friend of Heibuck wrote to us However, our hopes 
Mere again frustrated Other members of the family, however, pos^e?- 
sing less indecision or less zeal in the cause of the Ameer, made their 
appearance during the month One detachment consisted of some of 
las women kind, a few sisters and an old lady mother, I behere, of 
the chief, and some nephews These last were some of the youngest 
of the family shoots, young lads of 16 or 17, whO’C swords had not yet 
left the scabbard in the field, or bfeck-eyed, rosy cheeked hoys Soon 
after tiiese came Mahomed Uzim Khan, one of the ex chiefs sons, 
a fine, well built young man, and a splendid specimen of the Affghan 
gentleman and soldier At the same time too there amved m our lines 
our old adversary, now our friend, Gholaum Beg the son of the 
Wallee, he who had fled so quickly from before Syghon, m Noicraher 
of the past year This man presented certainly a str^g contrast 
to the young Affghan fat and unwiddy m appearance, uncouth m man- 
ners, with apparently as few mental as personal endowments, he looked 
neither the pnnee nor the wamor All three m due course of time 
proceeded on their way to Cabul There was another mdinduaJ, too, 
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the Utmost hospitality; and having accomplished the object of their trip, 
they retraced their steps to Bamian, towards which place, the Nuwaub 
was now (the latter part of June) at length journeying by easy marches. 

“ By tUs time the garrison of Bamian had been increased by the 
arrival of a party from Cabul, consisting of 300 rank and file, detached 
from Captmn Hopkins* (Affgban) regiment of infantry, and on the 29th 
of June, Captain Hay’s regiment, leaving one company at Bamian, 
inarched in progress to their new station ; but tins movement was not 
effected without some difficulty ; for, as I before mentioned, no carriage 
had been provided for the corps ; the march was entirely unexpect^, 
until a very short time before the day of departure, and the luring 
of baggage-cattle in the valley, was by no means easy of accomplish- 
ment. Fortunately, the artillery was better off in this department; 
so by borrowing a few camels, and hiring donkeys, sufficient carriage 
was ohtmed to enable the regiment to move to Syghan. The corps 
met, on the 1st July, the Nuwaub Jobber Khan, with his numerous 
cortdge, and thence, m two marches, reached their destination, without 
meeting with any obstacle, or any opposition from the inhabitants. But 
their troubles soon commenced, ^ere were only live companies and 
one officer with the head quarters, and these totally unprovided with cat- 

•••!*( 


Broadfoot was encamped, being at that time detached from the regiment 
and employed in raising a coijis of pioneers lecrui&g from^ among the 


Engineers, who had been sent Cabul for the express purpose 
of surveying and reporting on tiie mountain Passes, and who arrived at 
Bamian about the 18th or 20tii of June. It would have been well bad 
the measure been resolved upon with less precipitation, and had this 
officer’s opinion on the fitness of the place been first asked ; but, as it 
was, he saw it after Hay was located ttere, and condemned it in toto. 

The Nuu’aub reached Bamian on the 3d of July; bringing with him 
all thefaualy taad folloTfeis of the except tWft few who were still 

in captivity at Bokhara. Among the former were two of his son’s sons, 
Akrum Khan and Shere Jan, besides several others, mere boys. Of 
bis other adult J * ’ •' ' * ' * *’ 

Mahomed Azul r .■ • ’ . 

was still a very ' . 

in its numbers, * . : i * ' ' ' ' ' ■ ' ' 

not have been less than 300 male followers, nearly all of whom were arm- 
ed and mounted. 

“ Hay arrived at Bajgali at the bcguining of July; but before entering 
upon a narrative of the events that took place in that quarter, I will 



THE VALLEY OF KAMURU. 


87 


endeavour to give some faint description of the valley of Kamm-d and 
the neighbouring localities. 

“ It was scarcely worthy of the name of valley, hut rather should he 
called a deep, dreary glen, so narrow was it and so vast the rocks which 
bounded it 5 through it there flowed, as in the more southern vaUies, a 
narrow rivulet, but this, like the dell which it watered, was deep, far 
deeper than the streams of Bamian and Syghan, with steep hanks, and 
seldom fordable. The valley (for I still shall use the term commonly 
applied, though it gives, hut little idea of what the place really resem- 
bled) was approachable by two principal roads from the northward, the 
one by the Dundan-i-Shikun, and the other by the Nal-i-Ferish ; be- 
sides these there was a small difficult pathway leading by a less devious 
route across the hills immediately in front of the Syghan fort. The 
nearest fort to the northern base of the first named Pass, was that of 
Izit-ool-lah Khan, a friendly Tajick; near this, the river (commonly 
called Soorukai, from the red colour of its waters) was fordable, though 
with difficulty, from the rapidities of the current ; a short distance low- 
er dovm the stream, there were two other forts, belonging to one Sula 
Beg ; these were admirably situated for the purposes of mutual defence ; 
they were on opposite banks of the river, connected by a small wooden 
bridge completely screened by the forts on either side. Of one fort the 
gateway opened upon the river, while that of the other was placed in 
the eastern face, or that looking towards Bajgah. In front of this en- 
trance there was a small mud- wall, forming a species of rude redoubt ; 
moreover, tliis front was flanked by a fire from the other fort, which 
projected about one-third of its length further to the east, so as com- 
pletely to guard the approaches to its neighbour; both of these forts 
were of better constniction than the generality of such edifices. At 
this point, too, the valley was so narrow that if the neighbouring hiUs 
were occupied, a party attacldng the forts would be exposed to a close, 
plunging fire from either side. On the Bajgah side, reaching nearly to 
the very walls and extending for some few miles down, lay a dense tact 
of orchards, the trees being generally the apricot and walnut. These 
lands were enclosed and intersected by numerous mud-walls, adding 
considerably to the strength of the locality, if held by an enemy. 
Through these orchards led the narrow road to Bajgah. Further down the 
valley, was a fourth fort, also the property of Sula Beg. This Avas 
called Pyeen Bagh, and jvas situate, as the name implies, at the ex- 
tremity of as “ below the gardens” or orchards ; it was a very inferior 
structure to the other two, and at the time of my narrative, in a some- 
what dilapidated condition. 

The whole extent of the glen from Kamurd to Hay’s post (a distance 
of 10 or 12 miles) presented much the same appearance, with the excep- 
tion of the change from orchard to field; but every where it was 
narrow', generally rmder 150 paces in width, and always enclosed by 
stupendous rocks rising above 1,000 feet above the bottom ; tortuous 
too in the extreme, and at every bend you appeared to enter a dungeon, 
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no outlet being visible till you approached it closely, and the gloomy 
precipices nsing on all sides like walls The fort of Bajgah was on the 
northern bank of the nver, and at this point tlie hills were even higher 
than at Kamurd itself, at a rough calculation upwards of 1,500 feet, 
or nt any rate, I think not under that elevation They ro«e for the 
greater part of their height nearly perpendicular, but above sloped off 
In front of the northern face of the fort ^as the entrance to the narrow 
defile, leading to the foot of the Kara KotuI Pass The other road to 
Syghan led eastward from Bajgab, down the valley , and, crossing the 
deep and rapid nver by a narrow bridge passed tlurougb a small village, 
and entered the Dusht-i-Sufaid, where was situated the fort of Sirdar 
Syud Mahomed Thence the road passed across the mountain belt by 
the long and arduous Pass, so aptly termed by the natives, “ the carpet 
of horse shoes descending into the valley of Syghan, some five or *ix 
miles below Sir i-Sung, and but a short distance from the strong-hold 
of KhiUch Beg 

But a short time elapsed after the occupation of the post, before it 
became mamfest that the inhabitants around looked upon the new 
comers uith a jealous eye The fnendly feehng which had, m such a 
marked degree, existed at Bamian between the peasants and the soldi* 
ers, did not shew itself at Bajgah , but, on the contrarv, from the very 
first, distrust seemed engendered m the hearts of the countrymen. 
Captain Hay endeavoured to place the intercourse between them on a 
more fnendly footing, and to encourage the natives to c'tablish some 
market or bazar in the vicinity of his fort , but his effects failed, and 
ho found the utmost difficulty m purchasing even small quantities of 
forage or gram But though this sullen determination on the part of 
the inhabitants to keep aloof from the intruding Fenoghees, was soon 
perceptible, yet it was not until near the clo«e of the month that more 
decided signs of hostihties exhibited themselves About that time, the 


them hills overlooking Bajgah, were frequently seen groups of horse- 
men, apparently watchmg the movements of our people m the deep glen 
below them These horsemen did not, however, remam long nt arty 


have no diirect means of ascertaining , but think it liigbly probable, from 
the fact of n body of Usbeg hot«e being shortly afterwards known to be 
in the neighbourhood of h^urd. 

"The plot soon thickened, and m a few days, there were scicral 
different bodies of armed men, principally of the Ajur tnbe, posted bc- 
ta-cen Kamurd and the Goorkah corps. Unfortunately Hay httnseJf 
was at this time suffering from si^nc«s, so much so as frcqucntlj to be 
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confined to his bed. He had, as I mentioned before, no officer with 
him ; under these circumstances, he wrote to Golding and Rattray, (wdro 
had on hearing of these matters, proceeded to Syghan) to request that the 
former should be despatched with one company from the Sar-i-Sung gar- 
rison, to reinforce the Bajgah fort, which he did not consider sufficient- 
ly strong to clear the valley : at the same time, he recommended that the 
company should talce the eastern road, as he understood that Baba Beg 
Ajuree had occupied the Dundan-i-Shikun Pass. But the garrison 
of Syghan being under the command of Captain Garbett, this requisition 
could not be complied ^vith, until reference had first been made to the 
last named officer : this was done, and Rattray received discretionary 
powers to detach the company, if necessary ; Garbett himself too follow- 
ed closely on the heels of liis messenger, and joined the party at Sar-i- 
Sung. Ere tliis, however, the Ajurees had withdrawn from the lower 
part of the valley, and immediately after Rattray had written to Ha 5 ^ in- 
forming him that he had received authority to send Golding to join him, 
if he should think fit to do so, information was received that the Pass 
was again open. Under this altered state of affairs, the immediate 
necessity for the movement had ceased, and a letter to that effect was 
accordingly despatched to Hay; but it would appear, that this un- 
fortunately did not reach him until after he had sent off a party to meet 
Lieutenant Golding, w^hom he supposed to be on his way to join by the 
Kamurd route ; though such, in fact, was not the case, Rattray, having 
at the time, no immediate intention of detacliing the company. But, 
unfortunately. Hay was misled by some expression contained in one of 
the letters received by him, though they were not intended to con- 
vey such a meaning. 

“ On the 1st of August then. Hay, being himself still suffering from 
indisposition, detached a seijeant (the only one with the corps) in com- 
mand of two companies of the regiment, with instructions to repair to 
Kamurd, for the purpose of meeting and escorting to Bajgah, Lieute- 
nant Golding, who, he expected, would reach the former place on the 
2nd. Accordingly, the little party proceeded up the valley, and their 
march was accomplished without interruption. With the permission of 
Sula Beg, who appeared amicably disposed towards them, they formed 
their bivouac for the night close under the walls of one of his forts ; but 
little did the poor soldiers, many of whom there took their last rest on 
earth, dream, when at night they lay do^vn to repose, that the faithless 
chief was then plotting a foul conspiracy against them. But so it was ; 
Sula Beg met them with smiles upon his lip, but with treachery in his 
heart : he wanted either the power or the courage to carry his own 
machination into effect ; and so, upon the arrival of the detachment, 
he wrote, or, perhaps more probably, sent a verbal message to the chief 
of Ajur, saying, “ See, I have the Feringhees in a dheg ;* they are 

* “ Dheg” : literally a pot or cauldron : meaning that the party were in a situation, whence they 
could not escape. The term is rather an expressive one, applied to any part of the glen ; hut proba- 
bly Sula Beg did not refer to the localities, hut meant that he had them " in a fix.” 

N 
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ready to your hand , come, Io«!e not the opportunity , hut if you are not 
here hy noontide to morrow, I will yield up my fort to tliem ” He was 
not reduced to that alternative. Baba Beg did come 

The morning came, but wife it came not the party they had been sent 
to meet, and the seqeant supposed that the march of the other company 
had been deferred, and accordmgly, after the lap-se of a few hours, pre- 
pared to return to Bajgah The detachment, however, was not destined 
«uddealr. without the •'bghtest suspicion of 
• '-I -1 «i-o^as 

, fort 

and from the neiglibouniig mix . — ^ i ■ -esist 

their aggressors, and it was well they did so, for a body or Usutg norse 
now made its appearance, and charged down upon the little band, 
which, however, stood firm and quickly repulsed them But not so 
with the Ajuree footmen , these were posted m such position®, as to 
be screened cither by w^s or trees, nearly entirely, both from shot 
and sight, and from behind their cover, their long jezails played with 
deadly execution At length, but unwillingly, Douglas, (worthy of his 
name and of a better fate*) was compelled to withdraw his men from 
the forts 

" Step by step, inch by mch, firmly, with a bold front, the little band 
retreated through the dense orchard® and the wilderness of gardens 
exposed to the galling fire of their scarce seen enemies, but ever and 
anon, wherever he could catch a ghmpse of hia foemen, tlie sergeant 
fronted his party and returned their fire The contest was a very 
unequal one , the Ajurees bad both the adrontage of the situation, much 
aided by their knowledge of the ground, and of a superiDuty of num» 
bers Moreover, they were accoropamed by a body of horse, which, 
although they did not again attempt dose quarters, was of material 
®emce, for the sowars frequently took up ®oinc footmen behmd 
them, and then galloping off, wovJd place them m some convenient 
position whence they could better annoy the retreating party Tims 
the fight continued for some miles , our men were dropping fast under 
the fire of the Ajurees , the wounded were assisted on by their comrade®, 
but the dead lay on the ground where they fell, the seijcant, however, 
taking the precaution of stripping them of their arms and ammunition , 
the disabled were also rehev^ of their burdens , and to avoid encumber- 
ing too much the remnant Of the party, and at the same time to prevent 
such implements of war from falliog into the hands of the enemy, many 
of the mu'kets Mere thrown into deep nver which ran by the void 
side 

" The party had still some considerable length of road before them, 
and nearly utter destruction seemed inevitable, for their numbers were 
already much dimim«hed, and their ammunition nearly expended , but 


* llo *a«rwinl» rejotned the Euiopeu leghnrat «( tii own request »nil wju «e<i<Ient»'b 
arowsed ftthoashemin tbetirer of Cabul 
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fortunately, succour was at hand. Tidings of this lamentable affair had 
early reached Bajgah, and, fortunately, about the same time Sturt had 
arrived on his return from Kooloom. This officer volunteered his ser- 
vices to Captain Hay, and was immediately despatched with tyro com- 
panies to the assistance of the serjeant, and the joy of the little party 
may be imagined, when, at the veiy time at which their situation ap- 
peared hopeless in the extreme, they beheld advancing towards them 
the serried ranks and glancing arms of those whose well-known uniform 
proclaimed them to be friends. At the sight, the Ajurees, till then 
triumphant, turned and fled quicldy towards Kamurd, and the two par- 
ties united, returned now unmolested to the British fort. 

“ And such was the inauspicious commencement of the campaign 
which at length terminated in signal victory.’’ — 

Here the narrative breaks off, but we gather the sequel from other 
sources. 

Encouraged by the success of the stratagem in the Kamurd valley, 
and by the small number and divided positions of the force at Dr. Lord’s 
disposal, the Usb'egs acting in Dost Mahomed’s interest took courage, 
and gathering their forces together, attacked the little fort of Bajgah on 
the 30th. Previous to this act of hostility, there had been some shew of 
negociation with Dr. Lord and Lieut. Rattray^, the Political Agents, but, 
as the pacific protestations of the Usbegs were not sincere, they ended 
just where they began. On the morning of the 30th August, the hills 
around Bajgah were crowded by some 300 footmen, and about 500 
Usbeg horse went down into the vaUey, among whom were Mahomed 
Afzal Khan, (the son of Dost Mahomed), Goolam Beg, and Moolah 
Wahee Shah. The Goorkahs mounted the hills, and drove back the 
footmen, while Lieut. Rattray charged the Usbegs with -200 AfFghan 
horse. The Usbegs fled, with the loss of 16 prisoners, three men killed 
and 12 wounded. Thus far well, but an attack having been made by 
the Usbegs, about the same time upon the fortress of Heibuck, held by 
a friendly chief, and that post having fallen, the chief fled to Sarbagh. 
The position of the British was thus greatly weakened, for, neither Sarbagh 
nor Bajgah held garrisons strong enough to resist the advance of Dost 
Mahomed, who was now understood to be approaching with the Mir 
WuUee’s forces. It was therefore resolved by Lieut. Rattray to evacuate 
Bajgah, and fall back upon Syghan, while such a movement could be 
effected with safety. The march was accomplished with little molesta- 
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tion from the enemy, aa far as the vicmity of Sar-i Sung, where the 
Goorl ahs bivouacked On the 31st August, Captam Hopkina arrued at 
Sar 1 Sung with hia Regiment of Doonineea, a corps of Jaunbaz 
under Capt Hart two six pounders, and ‘'ome Bameeau horse 'With 
tlua force and the Goorkah Regunent, it was resolved to cro'-s the 
Durdan i Shukan (mountain) and attack Kamurd before the arrival 
of the two chieftains from the north On reachmg the foot of the 
mountain, honever, on the 2nd September, mteUigenee was received, 
that Moorad Beg had jomed Dost Mahomed This rendered all prospect 
of success m the Kamurd vaUey quite hopeless, and a return to Sygban 
consequently became a measure of prudence lu retinng, the Affghan 
Regiment under Captam Hopkins abandoned their colors and deserted 
taking advantage of the deficient^ of carriage with the force to plunder 
even the property of their own commandant wherever they found 
it unguarded A part of the regiment was induced to return to 
Its allegiance the rcmamder joined Do^t Mahomed The fortress 
of Sar 1 Sung having been made over to a chief in our interest, and 
Syghan bemg con«idered untenable against a large force, the troops 
fell back upon Bameean Here Riey were soon joined by the 35th 
N I , and 200 horse under Colonel Deome of the 18tb Regiment, who 
had been dispatched to their rehef In the meanwhile the Ex.Ameer, 
Dost Mahomed, was rapidly advancing at the head of a large hod> 
of Ushegs Colonel (Brigadier) Denme immediately advanced to meet 
him and on the monung of the I8th September, bad the good fortune 
to encounter and completely defeat him The Bngadier's despatch 
relates the manner of the action 

To Major General S»r WiLnooonnT Cotton, G C B and KC H Com 

mandwff the TYoops tn jS^ghaaistan, Cnwp Bameean, \Sth Seplem- 

her, 1840 

Sir — My last communication will have apprised you of our having 
crossed the Irak Mountain 

” At the urgent representations of Dr Lord, Pohtical Agent, of the 
proximity of the enemy to Bameean I contmued to prc*s on to it^ 
relief by forced marches and armed here on the 14th m*tant Tlmt 
same evening having drami out the Goorkah Regiment I di«innea 
Caj tain Hopkins Corj s of AlTghana who although loaded offered no re- 
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sistmicc, and this essential duty, I am happy to say, was performed 
without difficulty. Finding no enemy in the neighhourliood, I proceed- 
ed to make arrangements for an advance on Syghan, where it apjicarcd 
the enemy really was in force. 

“ These measures were, liowevcr, rendered unncccssarj^ by liis actual, 
but unexpected presence. 

" Allow me to congratulate you on our having obtained a complete 
and decisive victory over the conjoint Army of Dost Mahomed Khan and 
Ins Usbeg Allies, under the Wallcc of Koolloom. Last evening I receiv- 
ed information from my advanced posts, that bodies of Cavaliy^ were 
entering the valley from the great defile in our front, six miles from 
hence. Wishing to draw them well on, I did not discourage their 
approach, but learning this morning that they had attacked a fortified 
village that was friendly to us, and as these pcojilc had claims on our 
protection, it became necessary to drive olf their assailants. 

“ From the reports brought in I was led to conclude, that only a few 
hundred had entered the valley, and therefore took with me only one- 
third of our force, with a G-poundcr gun and howitzer. 

“ I confess I was taken by suqirizc, after drinng in what proved to 
be only their advanced ])art}', to find an Army in my front. To have 
sent back. for reinforcements would have caused delay, and given confi- 
dence to the enemy. It would have checked llic forward feeling that 
animated the party with me, and gave assurance of success. 

“ The enemy had got possession of the chain of forts before us, 
reaching to the mouth of the defile. They drew up, and attempted to 
malce a stand at each, with the main body, while their wings crowned 
the heights on either side. In dislodging them from the latter, 1 am 
sorry to say the Goorkahs suffered. After four or five vollies, seeing 
our steady and rapid advance, the whole force appeared to us to lose 
heart, and fled in a confused mass to the gorge of the Pass. I now 
ordered the whole of^thc Cavalry in pursuit, who drove them four 
- miles up the defile, cutting down great numbers, and scattering them in 
all directions, many throndng away their arms, and escaping up the 
hUls. 

" Of the deserters from Captain Hopkins’ Corps, not a few have paid 
the penalty of their treachery, and their muskets and accoutrements were 
found in all directions. 

“ The Dost, and his son Mahomed Uzyl Khan, and tlie Wallee, owed 
their escape to the fleetness of their horses, and were last seen with not 
more than 200 followers around them. 

" The prisoners report, that the ex-Chief was wounded early in the 
day. His only gun, his kettle drums, with his camp, ammunition and 
provisions, have fallen into our hands. 

“ Tlie number of the enemy was at least 6,000, and those chiefly 
Usbegs. 

“ I can form no accurate estimate of their killed and wounded, but 
their loss must have been considei’able. 
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'* I enclose a list of our Casu'tlties and my Order of the day, m which 
I ha\e endeavoured to express my sense of the conduct of the Officers 
and men in this hnlhant affair * 

1 have the honor to be. Sir, your most ohdt servant, 

W H Deknie 
Brigr Corny JV Frontier 


Return of the i^orce emphifed against the Enemy, under the orders of 
Brigadier Vf H Dennis, C B.atBameean ISth Sept 1840 

“ 2 Pieces of Horse Artillery, with detail — 1 Lieutenant , 1 Staff Ser 
jeant , 2 Havildara , 1 Bugler and Drummer , 23 Rank and File, and 
7 Gun Lascars 4 Compames 35th Regiment — 1 Captam , 1 Lieutenant 
2 Ensigns, 2 Suhadars , 3 Jemadars, 16 Havildars, 6 Buglers and 
Drummers, and 219 Rank and File 4 Companies Goorkah Battalion 
—2 Lieutenants , I Staff Seijeant , 5 Suhadars , 4 Jemadars , 1 7 Hanl- 
darj, 4 Buglers and Drummers and 252 Rank and File Detachment 
Anderson’s Horse— -I Lieutenant and 100 Rank and File, including 
Native Commissioned and Non Commissioned Officer« Detachment 
Hart’s Janbauz— I Captain, and 200 Rank and File Total— -2 Captains , 
5 Lieutenants , 2 Ensigns , 2 Staff Seqeants 7 Suhadars , 7 Jemadars , 
85 Havildars, 11 Buglers and Drummers, 804 Hank and File, and 
7 Gun Laicars ’ 


W H Dennis, Bngadter 


Return of the Casualties sustained by the Force employed against the 
Enemy under the orders of Brigadier Dennis, C B ,at Bameean, 18/^ 
tember, 1840 

“ Artillery — Killed and Wounded none Detachment 85th Regiment 
— Kdled none Wounded 2 Sepoys, one man dangerously Detach 
ment Goorkah Battalion — Killed 3 Sepoys, and 1 Horse, Wounded 
1 Suhadar , 2 Havildars , 1 Naick and 9 Sepioys Lieutenant Goldmg’s 
Hor^e shot imder him — all the men severely wounded Detachment 
Anderson s Hor«e — Killed 6 Horses , Wounded 1 Lieutenant , 3 Sepoys 
and 5 Horses Lieutenant Le Gcyt eeverely wounded — 1 man danger- 
ously Detachment Jaunhauz — Killed I Sepoy, Wounded 2 Sepoys , 
one dangcrou«ly wounded Detachment Jaunlnuz — Killed 1 Sepoy , 
Wounded 2 Scpojs one dangerously wounded " 


W H Dfnnie, Bngdr 
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Oiuir.us IIY BnioAunni Dknnik, C. B . — Camp Bamccau, IdtJi Septem- 
ber, 1S40. 

" BrigiicUcr Dcnnic has pride and pleasure in recording his sense of 
the conduct of the Troops employed against the Enemy yesterday, and 
congratulating them on the success which rewarded their efforts. 

“ The Brigadier begs to offer his particular thanks to Lieutenant 
RrcKcnr.ic, commanding the two pieces of Horse Artilleiy, to whose ad- 
mirable practice the result of the day was mainly attrihutahlc. He 
requests that Captains Younghushand and Codrington will receive for 
themselves, and convey to the Officers and men under their orders, his 
sense of their merits. Lieutenant Golding, with the Flankers on the 
heights, desciTC by their coolness and steadiness, every commendation. 
Anderson’s Horse, led by Lieutenant LeGeyt, scvcrel}'- wounded in the 
pursuit, distinguished themselves. 

“ The Jaubauzes, headed b)' Captain Hart, proved themselves faithful 
mid forward. To Captain Shortreed the Brigadier offers his best ac- 
knowledgments for the valuable assistance he afforded, as also to Lieut. 
Broudfoot of the Engineers, who gave him his personal attendance. 

" Captain Arthur Connolly and Lieutenant Rattray, volunteers on this 
occasion, will be pleased to accept this mark of their zealous exertions 
being fully appreciated.” 


W. SiionTnEUD, Capi. 

Major of Brigade. 

Immediately after this affair, the Political Agent sent to the Ameer, 
Dost h'lahomcd, offering terms, should he be inclined to surrender. The 
Dost replied, that it ^tas his determination to conquer or fall in the 
attempt. Brigadier Dennic therefore advanced towards Syghan with 
four guns, six companies of the 35th N. L, and six companies of the 
Goorkahs ; but he had not gone fufther than Akrobat, when the Ameer 
and liis Usbeg allies retreated from Syghan, after leaving garrisons in 
Iliatoo and Sar-i-Sung. On the 24th September, Brigadier Dennie 
entered the valley of Syghan, and immediately destroyed the last named 
fortress, in order to put it beyond the power of any future enemy to 
annoy the detachment it might be deemed advisable to retain at Ba- 
meean. On the 25tb of September, a messenger arrived from the Mir 
Wullee of Kholoom, intimating his readiness to treat with us, Lieut. 
Rattray was therefore dispatched to him, and a treaty was concluded, 
by the terms of which the armies retrograded ; Syghan was ceded to 
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the British, Heibuck to the ‘Whllee and Baba Beg the late chief, 
and the Wullee engaged, that he would not harbour Dost Mahomed or 
any of his family After this treaty had been effected, Dost Mahomed 
fled to Nidjrow, and at the beginning of October, Colonel Dennie return- 
ed with his force to Cabul. 

Having pursued the course of eients in the Hindoo Koosh to their 
termination, it is now proper to glance at the occurrences which took 
place south of Cahul from Ghuzni to Upper Scinde m the year 184o 

The country remained tolerably tnnqml during the winter months 
of 1839-40, convoys, detachments. Government mee'sengers, and even 
sohtary travellers passed to and fro by the Khyber, or the Bolan Passes, 
without much molestation from the tribes , and attempts were success- 
fully made to organise corps of hill men, who«e business it should be to 
ensure permanent protection to parties proceeding from Scinde, the 
Punjauh, and India At Quetta, a corps of Bolan Rangers was rm«cd, 
while bodies of Juzzailchies and Jaun Baz horse were equipped m tlie 
Khyher, and placed under the conunand of olEcers distinguished for tiieir 
gallantry and intelligence 

About the middle of April 1840, however, the Gbilzics, who, it was 
supposed, had been subdued by Capt Outram, again raised the standard 
of rebellion, and it became necessary to send out ®trong parties of troops 
against them. The first detachment, under Captain Anderson of the 
Horse Artillery, marched toTazee, between Ghuzni and Candahar, where 
the enemy were understood to be in great foiue Captain Anderson 
was joined by Captain TayloroftheBengalEuropeansatNaoruck ITiey 
had with them four guns, 800 infantry and 360 cavalry. Tlie infantry 
and guns marched direct upon Tazee, under Captain Ander«on, while 
the cavalry, divided into tn o parties, took circuitous routes for the pur- 
pose of surpnsmg the enemy , but scarcely had Captain Anderson pro- 
ceeded five toiles, when he found the lulls over which he had to pass 
crowded with Ghilzies to the number of 2,500 men A smart action 
immediately took place, winch is tlius briefly described by an eye- 
witness — 


'* Captain Andcr«on formed on a neighbouring eminence with Lieut 
Spence supporting him on tlie left, but before Capt Woodhum, who had 
owers to form on the right, could get into position, the ravines m that 
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direction were filled witli men, from whom he suflfcred much, and who 
were only to be dislodged by a shower of grape and a smart attack from 
the rear. The guns opened in fine style upon the horsemen, who twice 
erossed to attack Spence’s flahli, and suffered severely from the guns in 
passing. The enemy then charged, and were met gidlantly at the point 
of the bayonet by Spence’s men, which sadly discomfited them, and they 
presently fled. In the mean time. Captain Taylor, hearing the report of the 
guns, changed the direction of Ids march, and took the enemy in flank. 
Lieut. Walker, who had made a greater detour, did not come up until 
the afternoon. He had, however, fallen in with some of the fugitives, very 
little to their advantage, and reported that there was not a man of them 
left in the neighbourhood of Ghondee. The loss of the enemy was about 
200 killed, and several prisoners were taken. Our loss is not stated 
positively; but it is said that Captain Woodburn’s men on the left 
suffered severely.” 


Immediately after Captain Anderson's departure from Cabul, a small 
force was sent out under Colonel Wallace, with instructions to proceed 
to Khelat-i-Gliilzie, destroying en route all the enemy’s forts or fortified 
places capable of defence. Meanwhile, Major General Nott moved up 
from Candahar to Khelat-i-Ghilzie, to join and take command of the 
various detachments destined to act against the refractory. These 
prompt measures speedily put an end to the insurrection. The forts 
were suffered to be destroyed without resistance, and the Ghilzies re- 
tired to their hills and homes, within six weeks from the date of their 
talcing the field. 

Attention was now directed to the state of affairs in Upper Scinde. 
The attack on Khelat, and the death of Mehrab Khan, were events not 
readily to be obliterated from the recollections of a people in whom 
revenge was a powerful principle, and independence almost a condition 
of existence. Receiving but a paltry compensation, in their estimation 
at least, for a forced abstinence from predatory habits, and impatient 
under the control of foreigners, with whom they had not one single 
attribute in common, and for whose habits, religion, and political objects 
they entertained neither sympathy nor respect, it is not to be wondered 
at that they should avail themselves of the earliest opportunity, after 
the troops in the occupation of the country had been reduced by 
gradual retirements to small garrisons and isolated posts, to re-establish 
themselves in their ancient independence. The Brahoe chieftain, Shah 
Nawaz Khan, who had been placed on the musnud at Khelat, as the 
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most favorable to the Mewa of the British Government, (■with Lieut 
Loveday as Political Agent ) exercised but small influence over the 
tnbes to the west and south of the Bolan Foss , they had espoused the 
cause of the youthful son of the former Khan, and only awaited a fitting 
time for the demonstration of their views and feelmgs In the hills to 
tlie east of Dadur, and north of Shtkarpore, the Murrees and other count- 
less tnbes of Beloochees panted for the unrestrained licence to which 
they had ever been accustomed, watching the occupied forts with 
extreme jealousy, and pouncing upon convoys and travellers whenever 
their unprotected state afforded the temptation to plunder 

It is difficult, if not impossible, at this date, and with the imperfect 
information at our command, to trace any connection between events oc- 
cumng in different parts of Upper Semde, within a short period of each 
other Without therefore insisting upon the existence of concert, the 
circumstances which took place m that hostile territory will be de«* 
cnbed in the order of their dates, and, though pohtically considered, it 
will be seen that they all proved unfortunate, we have the consolation 
of knowing that the opportunities which were afforded m their progress 
for the display of the prowess and fidelity of the British Sepoy, were 
never m a emgle instance Iflkt 

The first serious instance of the continued bostihty of the Beloochees 
occurred on the 7th May Lieut Clarke of the 2ad Bombay Grena- 
dier Regt N I , commanding a detachment of Semde Irregular Horse 
had proceeded to fort Kahun, in the Boogtie bills, m company witli 
Captain Lewis Brown of the 5th Regt N I , who had been ordered to 
occupy and hold the fort ■with 300 bayonets and 2 howitzers Ihe 
duty of Lieut Clarke was merely to take charge of the 600 camels w Inch 
accompanied the Uttle saxrison, and to Tctusn with them after ttwy luid 
discharged their loads He had reached Kahun, and was returning to 
Poolajec, a post situated m the level «mntry south of Kahun, when at 
the Surtoff Pass distant about 20 miles from Kahun, he and his party 
conoisUng of 50 hor«e and 150 infantry, were encountered by 2,000 Mur- 
lees The hostility of their purpose being apparent. Lieutenant Clarke 
proceeded to arrange his men for an attack His first care wa' to pro- 
iide, as he believed, for the safety of the camels by placmg tliem under 
charge of the soirars, he then stabmicd small parties of about 12 scpojs 
each on neighbouring hillocks and marched the rest of his men towardi 
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the Beloochees, now collected to the number of about 2,000 on a height, 
a mile probably from the party. 

After the firing had lasted about two hours, a bugler returned for the 
ammunition camel, from which it may be inferred, that the stock in 
the men’s pouches was by that time totally expended, and before he 
could return, the sepoys were seen flying before the Beloochees. 

The small parties on the hills witnessing the disorder of their com- 
panions left their posts, and endeavoured to join the camels and sowars, 
in some cases throwing away their accoutrements, to accelerate their 
speed. All were overtaken either on the spot, or before the unhappy 
fugitives could reach a village at a short distance on the road, and cut 
to pieces by the enemy. The sowars, wdtnessing the complete route 
of the sepoys, immediately fled, and made the best of their way to the 
post of Poolajee, and related the particulars of this cruel catastrophe. 
The camels were taken, and many of the camel-men killed. 

The Beloochees, who fought like maddened devils, had about 300 
killed and wounded. 

The guide, Gunnah Khan, who witnessed the attack on the sepoys, 

gave the following account of the death of Lieut. Clarke. The sepoys, 

» 

it appears, under his command, advanced some distance up the hill on 
which the Beloochees had made their stand, and opened fire, but the 
Murrees who had ensconced themselves beliind the rocks, were com- 
paratively safe from its effects. Lieut. Clarke, after killing three of the 
enemy with his own hand, and two having fallen by the sword of his 
orderly (a young sowar) was seen to stagger from a wound ; at this 
moment a Beloochee seized him by the waist, and bore him to the 
ground, when his throat was immediately cut.* The Murrees then 
proceeded to invest fort Kahun, with the view of either drawing out 
Capt. Brown’s detachment and cutting it to pieces, or reducing the gar- 
rison to starvation. 

Soon after this disastrous occurrence, the Brahoes having organized 
their measures for the restoration of Mehrab Khan’s son, revolted at 
Moostung, and mustering forces from all quarters commenced a series 
of hostilities, which terminated in the loss of Khelat to the party placed 


* In the narrative of Captain Ii. Brown, No. 2 of the" Appendix, further reference is made to this 
young officer. 
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m authority there by the Bntidi Government Their earhest step >vas 
to invest, m June 1840, the httle fort of Mirree at Quetta, where Cap 
tam Bean, tiie PohticiJ Agent, was diut up with a small detachment 
consisting of 230 men of the Shah’s infantry and a few Beloochec 
artillery*men. But formidable as the Brahoes (chiefly of the Kahur 
tnbe) were m numbers, they could not daunt this httle band, which, as 
\vill he seen m the annexed letters from an officer of the garrison, suc- 
cessfully repelled the first assault, and attacked the enemy so vigorously 
beyond the ^vaU in the following month, as to prevent a renewal of hos- 
tile operations m that quarter 

*' Juttee Mtrree at Quetta, 27M June, 1840 — ^Smee the 2l5t we have 
been on the gut vtve The first cause of all this was the aseemhlage of 
a considerable body of Kalnirs chiefly Pamzyes l>aianzyes, and Bozyes, 
under a Yagee Pamzye chief named Guffoor 'Xhese had t^en up their 
quarters in a deep and narrow gorge, 9 or 10 mdes to the north east of 
our camp, but their numbers had not increased sufficiently, to warrant, 
in their opinion, an attack on even our small force, which consisted of 
about 230 of the Sbfdi’s 1st Infantry and our Belochee gunners, in all 
250 untried men The night of the 21at was passed m watching by ell, 
the ladies not e\en excepted for they, poor creatures, were too much 
frightened to take rest At 2 a m all beujg quiet, Hammersley* 
started with four smvats to examine the gorge, and to ascertain tiie 
strength of the party m it of which we were rather uncertam He 
reached the Kakur camp at daivn of day and having satisfied himself of 
the presence of about 400 men he turned towards home to acquaint 
Bean with what he had seen Some of the fellow s who observed us rode 
up tbe side of the hill and took a few long and harmless shots at us 


agreed inth Guffoor, would come in to us, were we to send for them 
This all sounded very w ell but our suspicions were not so easily lulled— 
it looked too much like a plot, and ire irere doing our best to fathom it 
In the cienmg, whilst wc were till down at the Imes, another spj came 
m and corroborated the statement of Guffoor s departure somewhere or 
other, but where he knew not Our sowars too who had been scouring 
all around saw no signs of an enemy, but stiU all were on the alert, as 
on the preceding evemng The following morning some of the headmen 
who were supposed to have quarrelled with Guffoor, offered to come in, 
if sent for and about 2 pm thej arrived at Bean s house, having left 
their followers (80 men) at our Bolan Banger camp Shih Cozoorj , a 


• Llrat. IltiBtncnler of tbc lilt Ccngal K 1 , » j#Bant ycmBB loW «r •hoharfraJitiJlhewm* 
of HoIiB Hu^tn 



ATTACK ON aur.TTA. 


101 


lloonuir Kalviir, wlio bears the rank of n Soobadar in the Rangers, on 
bearing of Ibe arrival of these men in liia camp', advised us \o send 
for the headmen and to ];ccj) them safe till all Avas over, ns it would 
])rcvcnt their men from acting against us in the attack, which was sure 
to lalcc place that night, and that he would watch the motions of 
the others, and let us know if any thing suspicious should occur during 
the night. As onr adviser had always behaved well, we determined 
upon following his instructions by confining the sirdars. When these 
men came to Bean’s house for the ostensible purpose of making 
tlicir salaam and entering our service, we requested the pleasure of their 
society rill all should he arranged ; hut at the same time they were in- 
formed that they should he well treated and well rewarded in the event 
of their establishing proofs of their honcstj'. Well, night came on, 
and Avith it positive information from divcr.s quarters of the advance 
of the Kakurs, to the number of 1000 : sowars were posted at the difl'er- 
ent jioints, at which we expected the lushkur to enter the plain. 
Piquets were planted all round, with instructions to fire on the approach 
of any large body, and then to retire on the magazine and quarter guard, 
which adjoin one another, and which we made our standing point in the 
event of our piquets being obliged to retire. Sand hags were aiTangcd 
to the height of two feet in front, the treasure was placed within these, 
and the two ladies and children within the magazine. The 9-poiindcr 
was placed at the right front angle and 6-poundcr at the left front 
angle, supported by all the available Infantrj\ Unfortunately there 
was a bazar about 100 yards in front, and several other buildings all 
around, which would serve to shelter an enemy ; still our position was 
the best we could find, as all the magazine was there, and we could not 
possibly remove the stores under three days, neither could we divide our 
small force between it smd any more cUgiblc situations. From dusk till 
midnight nothing more occurred to lead us to suppose the enemy were 
near, and we were beginning to think that they had repented of their 
designs, when a sowar gallojicd in and informed us of the move of 
tlie lushkur. This man was followed by another and another, till at last 
each had only to ride a little in front of the piquet to satisfy himself 
of the approach of a large body of men. On they came, as quietly 
as possible, till they reached or nearly reached the right of the lines, 
where the Horse Artillery stables stand; there they set up a most 
fiendish shout, Avhick they kept up till they arrived within grape range 
from the 6-poundcr; the first round missed the main body, hut the 
second did great execution, and I am sure it must have told well, for it 
completely stopped the yelling, and sent the vocalists flying into and 
behind the bazar for shelter ; some passed through the bazar, but were 
soon driven hack by the 9 -pounder and the musketry. 

" It now became necessary to detach a few men to the top of the • 
bazar, for the purpose of driving them out ; a few rounds accomplished 
this, and gave Bean, who stood to the 9-pounder, a fcAV capital shots, 
Avhicli once more drove the cowardly rascals back to shelter ; hut they 
were not allowed to remain tlicre long, for Griffin with a party of 
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sepoys, •NVfdk.ed up to the opposite end of the bazar from that to which 
the first party proceeded , a voll(^ did the busme«s, and drove the Ka- 
kurs nght in front of my gun (the 6-pounder ) We ga\e them a few 
rounds as they made off, and if we dni not kill many, we did our best de- 
pend upon it This was the finale a few straggling shots were fired on 
us as the enemy retreated, hut with no effect The first gun was fired 
about 5 past 2 or | before 3am, and all the Kakurs had fled by dawn 
A few were cut up dunng the retreat, by half a dozen sowars, and had 
we had but a few good cavalry or sowars, many more would haTC been 
disposed of ere they could have readied the hills The accounts of the 
number of Kakurs who actually came down vary much some say that 
the main body consisted of 1000 men, and others that they were only 
800 m the larger body, but that there were other parties to the amount of 
600 men ready to fall on our rear and flanks, had they an opportunity of 
doing so I forgot to mention to you that the 10 men we confined m 
the afternoon, all declared that no attack was intended, but on their 
being brought out and lodged m front of the magazine, and assured that 
they should be liberated m the event of tbeir words coming true, but 
that on the contrary, all should die, the moment a shot wa* fired at us, 
the hearts of some failed and they confessed that an attack was to take 
place just before day-light and at tiie very point where we were best 
prepared One of these prisoners declared, that he would prevent the 
attack being made if allowed to go away, but this was not what^ve 
Wished, and we told him so I must tell you of a circumstance which u ill 
give you some idea of the barbarous tnbes we have to deal with They 
have an idea that certain men have the power of rendering the sword 
and bullets of tbeir adversanes harmless — the Murrees arc supposed to 
po«sess this spell and are «aid to have executed it on that unfortunate 
occasion, when Lieut Clarke's party was cut up in Cutchce, and, I my- 
self, have heard many of the Kakurs declare most solemnly, that they had 
seen the bullets strike the Murrees with a force that would have killed 


any other men, but that they always fdl harmless, os if they had struck 
a statue Well, it seems that they have an idea here that we too can 
deal m charms of this kind, for on the mommg of the attack, just as 
the Kakurs reached a spot where the shooting commenced, it halted for 
a moment to work a counter spell which would completely defeat our 
witchcraft This countcr-spcll consisted in saenfiemg a dog by cutting 
off Its head, tail and legs, but I don't think they will trust to this on ano- 
tlier occasion Ihc 9-pounders fired IGrounds of grape, the 6 pounders 
fired G of grape and 3 of round shot Our loss was trifling, on^ two 


. , • . • ■ ■ ^ were 

• iJccn 

prisoners , but the number earned off wounded is reported to hare been 
an enormous proportion , 100 wounded, CO of them mortally and 40 
slightly There arc also 80 nuking, and supposed to have died of their 
wounds nhiUt endearounng to c*cape through the hill* “niis may he, 
in some mca«ure, nn exaggeration , but judging from the traces of blood 
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visible in all directions, and knowing that it is usual for these savages 
to carry off their wounded and dead too, if possible, I should say that 
the number of w^ounded cannot fall far short of what has been reported. 

“ The ladies, on whose account we are most anxious, have hitherto 
behaved most nobly, and when shut up in a close and dirty magazine, 
their coolness and passive courage could not have been surpassed.” 


” QUETTA. — " Quetta, lOiA July, 1840. — ^My last letter to you des- 
patched from this, was dated the 8th, and since that I have scarcely 
been in bed. Every succeeding hour was bringing us fresh rumours of 
an advancing foe, and we have been incessantly under arms day and 
night. Yesterday morning the enemy hove in sight with swarms of 
cavalry and infantry round the slope of a hill to the westward. Their 
number was estimated at 5000, and they took up a long line of en- 
campment, partially investing the town. The previous evening I went 
through the ceremony of erecting on the citadel the Union jack, Shah 
Soojah’s flag, and the regimental colour, which were placed upon the 
highest bastions amidst a general salute and three hearty cheers. The 
enemy in the morning sent a party of cavalry to cut lucerne in a fleld, 
some distance from their camp, and within range of our guns. Lieut. 
Bosanquet went out -with 30 of his suwars to drive them off, but a body 
of their Infantry advanced and commenced a fire, while a slight skir- 
mish took place with the enemy’s suwars, and several casualties occur- 
red, among which Bosanquet received a slight sabre cut on his bridle 
hand ; one of his suwars was cut down, and two horses wounded. Our 
guns then opened with round shot and skivered a few men and horses. 
At 4 p. M. they again advanced in detached parties, but were soon 
scared with the 9 -pounder round shot. It was determined among 
them to scale our walls, or dig them down by night, and they had 
brought for the latter purpose aU the spades and shovels of Mustoong. 
At 1 A. M. as the moon went down, we heard their ‘ nukarus’ beating, 
and the walls and bastions of the fort were immediately manned, but 
after 3 hours’ impatient suspense, day-break discoverd to us their camp 
in ‘ statu quo’ They verj’’ soon, however, appeared moving in masses, 
for the purpose of plundering the villages in the distance, and from the 
firing we heard, there must have been a great deal of resistance made. 
A little after sunrise they advanced in bodies of cavalry towards the 
town, but our guns opened upon them with grape and round shot 
with fearful effect, falling slap into their masses and rolling over men 
and horses in splendid style. It remains now to be seen whether they 
will dare a reconnoitre with our small arms from the walls. We have 
600 men on the walls. Bosanquet’s troopers are all supplied with 
muskets from my spare arms, and take the Northern wall, acting as 
foot soldiers. 

“ The 42d, 4 guns and 300 cavalry had received orders to hold them- 
selves in readiness to march at a moment’s notice to our assistance, and 
may be expected here in a few days. 
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“ Qucita, 19M and 2QM July — ^Hie enemy raised the ‘<iege of Quetta 
on the morning of the 17th. suddenly breaking up their Camp and rc* 
treating on Mustoong after hanng kept us m espcctation of a storm for 
seven days and nights durmg which time, scarcely a man had off his 
accoutrements We had some pretty Cavalry skirmishes outside the 
wails, -without very many severe casusdties 

^ ^ ’ •• which they had 

been to us, sur- 
rounded as we were by such a faithless race 

“ Two of Captain Beans own chuprasees had actually volunteered 
to lead and place the ladders at the weakest points, another per- 
sonal attendant, decked with presents and riding one of Bean s own 
horses, (as a conceived valuable servant ) went over to the enemy They 
appear to have made certain of taking the town and certainly their 
numbers n ere in their favor, (6000 at least) and the walls of the town 
are low, broken and extensive 

“ The Chiefs quarrelled among themselves on the night of the 16th 
and the several parties in a couple of hours more (had they remained) 
would have themselves been engaged m a bloody feud All my men 
(600) were on the walls, and would g.illantly have defended them 
to the last hut all things considered it is os ucll that the attempt was 
never made The Kakw tnbe joined the enemy and swelled their ranks 
much The people of the town itself, I always feared, and between 
two fires, what could our utmost exertions have effected? In such 
a case not one amongst us could have survived On the monung of 
the 16th, an advance was made by tlie enemy, amidst clouds of dust, 
firing and smoke llie walls were manned and all ready to receive the 
attack, when their plans were disconcerted by the sudden arrwal of 150 
Affghan horse under Lieutenant Jackson, by an unsuspected route on 
tbeir flank He had several cnsualbes and the enemy amidst the dust 
and confusion, fancying it a la^er body, retreated to their camp On 
such tnfling events depend the fate of thousands, for thousands mu^t 
haie fallen that day, under the galling fire of guns and musketry The 
enemy were tdl mad to take Bean’s bfe Mahomed Hoo^sem Khan, the 
Chief, a son of the late Khan of Klielat calls him the murderer of Ins 
father From the 23d of last mouth until this time, I hare •‘lept in my 
clothes every night— my mind has been constantly on the rack for the 
safety of Quetta I knew that wb3c the British flag floated on the 
Citadel no Bntisli arm ivould fad to defend its honor, and I knew tliat 
should it fall not one European would hiu to ivitnc's it, but then tiic 
very idea that it should fall to such a set of nllams was enough to har- 
row up the very soul * All now, I hope, is right, and tlic people of the 
country have seen the folly of their ways, and may they renounce 
them ” 

Immediately after these afTmts, con^udcrablc reinforcements reached 
Quetta from Candahar, and the enemy gradually drew off and did not 
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renew tliei? attack. Operations, however, against Khelat next occupied 
the attention of these Beloochees, and accordingly we find them before 
the fort about the middle of August 1840. For the particulars of the 
manner in which they assailed this stronghold, and ultimately' became 
its possessors, we are indebted to the journal kept by Mr. Masson, a 
traveller, who happened, during the siege, to be with Lieut. Loveday, 
the political officer in charge. Stripping it of its purely personal de- 
tails, we are presented with the following : — 


" Associated mth Lieut. Loveday and his fortunes, I naturally en- 
quired as to what measures had been taken for the defence of the town. 
It was too plain, that Shah Nawaz Khan had been too much occupied 
in the management of his unruly Brahoes, or too oppressed by na- 
tural carelessness, to. take any, and no attention had been given to 
the repairs of the walls, or to any thing else.- Neither had Lieut. 
Loveday at all interested himself, although he had been recommend- 
ed by some, and wisely too, I tliink, to take charge of the defence. 
I had heard much of the works with which he had strengthened his own 
residence ; they however were trifling, and the house was not tenable 
under attack for a quarter of an hour even to Brahoe assailants. I en- 
deavoured to put a little spirit into the affair, and caused some of the 
most glaring defects in the town walls to be obviated, and had some of 
the dead w^s which might afford shelter to a foe, without the walls, 
pulled down ; but there was not time to do much. I saw also that the 
people of the Khan were set about the casting of the bullets, as if it 
was meant to fight, there must be something to fight with. Shah Nawaz 
Khan was pleased to see me at Lieut. Loveday’s house. On the' day 
following my location at Lieut. Loveday’s house, Shah Nawaz Khan 
withdrew his men into the town, and told them off to the walls. To 
Kamal Khan, Ettars Zai of Baghwan, and Khan Mahomed Khan, son of 
Isa Khan of Wadd, he confided the southern gate called Gil Khan, 
with an outwork at that point called the Sangar. The eastern gate, or 
Dil Dar, he entrusted to the son of Bashed Khan’s party, — ^between 
whom and Kamal Khan’s men, Mir Boher w'as stationed with his boy ; 
the Mir on account of Bashed Khan’s son being a child, was actually the 
^head of the Zehri contingent, which being numerous, had nearly the 
whole eastern front of the town to defend. The northern or Mustung 
gate being adjoining to Lieut. Loveday’s residence was considered under 
his charge, but Omar Khan Kakshani was fixed, subject in it to Lieut. 
Loveday’s order. From the Derwaza Mustung the line along the wes- 
tern front to the Miri, was made over to the men of Shalkoh, Mehara, 
Sandaran, etc. villages near Kelat, and the party of Khair Mahomed 
Shahghassi. From the Miri to the Sangar, the wdUs were defended by 
Lutianis, Kamfararis, etc. The Miri was in charge of Mir Fatti Khan, 
brother to Shah Nawaz Khan, and the duty taken by the latter, whose 
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couch was placed by night under the Derwaza Dil Dar, Was to be on 
the alert to patrol the ramparts, and to be ready to give assistance to 
any pomt attacked On the succeeding mom the enemy appeared, and 
halting awhile on the low hills near Kelat, filed round by the dry bed 
of a water course, and entered the gardens east of the city. Immediately, 
or as soon as they had ahghted Cram their cattle, they rushed to the 
Babi suburb south of the town, and attacked Kamal Khan's position 
The attack m time spread to the Derwaza Dil Dar, comprising the in- 
termediate post of Mir Boher It was clear our assailants intended to 
have got over their husmess speedily, or it may be they had suppo«ed 
the gates would have been opened to them It is not unlikely that 
most of Shah Nawaz Khan's chiefs had wntten very dutiful letters to 
the rebel camp, neither it is impossible that had they been less uncere 
momously attacked, they might, saving appearances, have yielded the 
town , hut the brusque iwif, or summons of the Sahawanis put them on 
their mettle, and they fired ball m return Much firmg took place until 
the afternoon, when the assailants retned Blood was shed on this oc- 
casion, a great pomt m Brahoe warfare, as it authorized the hope that 
accommodation was out of the question, and that the hostile parti<» 
must fight m earnest We considered the chances of holding flie town 
as now ten to one m our favor, as we naturrdly looked to the result of 
the first onset with some interest, not only os it would shew the kmd of 
opponents we had to deal with, but what was of more moment, as it 
would test the fidelity of ourfnends Our Brahoe levies subsisted on an 
idlonnnce of fiour , I succeeded in procuring from Lieutenant Loveday a 
supply of dates for the combatants The enemy, I should have noted, 
were not above 1000 to 1200 men of all descriptions, and many of the«e 
were unarmed, and many more armed only with sword and shield the 
chance is, that in the number of firelocks we were equal to them, sup- 
posing we had within the walls 500 to 600 men Throughout the night, a 
finng was maintained from Kamal Khan’s post, and also dunng the next 
day and mght, hut no regular attack was made, the rebels havmg deter- 
mined to attempt an escalade, and being occupied m the preparation of 
ladders The third mght came, and we were aware of dc«ign, 
although not so of the point of mtended attack Shah Nawaz Khan 
had taken the native precaution of distnbutmg torches along the ram- 
parts, which, as long as th<y were unconsumed and replem»hcd with oil 
iHumincd the space for some distance around them He was also, as 
custom'uy with him, active in patrolling the place, retiring occasionally^ 
to his couch m the Derwaza Dd Dor. About two or three o’dock la the 
morning, the torches extinct or burning very dimly, an mcrcT«cd finng 
announced the attack, and the pomt scnously menaced we found ivaa 
not far from us, being the quarter between the Mustung gate and 
Mm occupied by the Skalkohis, Nicharis, Sondarams, Jeltaks, etc 
Nasrulah, a Kelat servant of lieutenant Loveday, brought the 
news that ladders Wore fixed, and implored that a party of Sipabis 
should be sent. Lieutenant Loveday permitted his havildar, AUahuhsh, 
to select eight men. Tlic'c were wcompamed by two or three others 
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as amutours ami by Nasniluh. 'I’hcy opiiorluncly reached as a number 
of the enemy had entered the town, and their companions were being 
assisted over the walls by those who ought to have defended them. The 
attach, of course, had been made on understanding with part of the gar- 
rison, who it seemed tired wadding only, while they lowered their 
lunghis’to help the enemy up the ladders. The sipabis perfonned their 
duty admirably, and compelled the assailants to flight, cutting ofl' from 
retreat those who had entered the town, about tliirty in number, under 
Jclal Khan; these men fell in with Shah Newaz Khan on, his rounds. 
They fired at him, and hilled two or three of his men, while the rest, 
with a few cxccjjlions, lied. Shah Nawaz Khun cut a man down, hut 
being nearly alone, was comiicllcd to fly. Jclal Khan and his party 
finding themselves unsupported, made the best of their way to Kamid 
Khan, and besought his protection. The men were disarmed, imd with 
their leader, who was allowed to retain his arms, were hept prisoners. 
While the jiarty of sipabis was cngtigcd on the walls, a halassi sent with 
ammunition was intercepted by the men of the ganison, wlio tooh his 
supply of cartridges as well as his sword. Nusndnh coming on the 
same errand, conveyed a second sui)ply. The same man also brought 
the welcome news of the rcpidsc of the cscjdadc. The victorious 
sipdiis now wished that a guard should remain over the slain on the 
uwAs, till morning should enable them to see and to despoil them. The 
restitution of their arms was tlic first demand made by the rebels after 
they entered the town. In the grey of the morning, Lieut. Loveday 
went from his house to the spot of the night’s achievement. We had 
scarcely reached it, and cast our eyes on the corpses strewed around, 
and the broken ladder.? under the walls, when a brisk fire re-opened on 
the side of Kamal Khan. We returned to our liousc, and learned that 
the enemy had renewed the attack, as it proved, under tlic idea that 
Jelal Khan and his p:\rty, (who they were not awiure had surrendered,) 
would open the gates to them. This attack was sharp and continued 
for about t\s'o hours, when the enemy again withdrew. 

“ We might now have congratulated ourselves ujion the events of 
the past night, hut were not allowed long to do so, for symptoms of a 
general panic soon manifested tlicmselvcs. They communicated even to 
our own people. It was true tliat the parly of sipabis w’ho had so gal- 
lantly behaved, had, in the heat of battle, slain and wounded * also 
some of the traitors of the gaixison, and there was reason to apprehend, 
unless measures of precaution were adopted, that in another attack they 
would side openly with the enemy. Throughout the day our sipahis 
were constantly exclaiming that there was treacherj% inferring so from 
the guns at the hliri, occasionally fired, being loaded unth blanlc car- 
tridges, as they supposed. In the evening we Averc Ausited by Shah Na- 
waz lOian, Avho was Ioav spirited. I proposed to eject the traitors with 
or Avithout their arms. This step the Khan did not think adAUsahle. I 
next proposed to give every man of the garrison a small sum of 
money, and to promise as much more, ever}'' time they repulsed the foe. 
This mode was not approved of. From this day the casting of bullets 
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was suspended and all idea of continuing the defence seemed to be 
abandoned 

" Kamal Khan, upon whom Shah Nawaz Khan almost entirely de 
pended, declared the place untenable, that arrangements were indispen 
sable, and all had affirmed he wonid %ht no more It seems the enemy, 
enraged at Kamal Khan’s — *■ *■ *■" *■ 

wana for his wives and chil 
front as they marched to tl 

the gates to them Whether affected by this menace, or that he had 
previously inclined to play a double part, he now wavered, and Shah 
Nawaz Khan found he could no longer reckon on him About sunset 
a Saiyad, as vakeel, came to the town on the part of the enemy, cither m 
pursuance of a concerted plan, or that finding force was ineffectual 
It was deemed necessary to have recourse to fraud The Khan next 
sent an Elchi, I forget who to the camp of the enemy, observing, it 
beho\ ed him to do so, as an Blchi had been sent to him It was easy to 
divine what would he the end of the negociation On the next day Kama! 
Khan met the Sirdars of feaharawan in a garden without the tonm 
What passed is not known, but the result of the conference was an 
Ekrar Nameh, or engagement between the Sirdars of Jehalawan and Sa 
Imraivan, giving the takht or musoud of Khelat to the son of the late 
Mehrab Khan, and Baghana Zodi and Kbozdar to Shah Nawaz Khan, 
the latter vacating Khelat on the third day Laeut Loveday with 
his sipahis, people, and property « as to be escorted to the Sb^t 
A copy of the document sealed by Kamal Khan on behalf of the Sir- 
dars of Jehalawan and by the SjAarawan Sirdars, was given to Lieut 
Loveday 

As soon 03 the Ekrar Nama had been concluded, intercourse was 
free between the town and rebel camp, and Nasrulnli, Lieut Loveday’s 
Khelat ecrv ' ’ > t* _ i ? 

be said the ■ 
llie young 

Loveday he • 

consequence sent to the Darc^ah, and returned bringing back Uie 
kindest assurances, either never made by that craf^ old man, or made 
only to deceive 

“ Lieut, Loveday had on the first mention of ncgociation been taken 
by Shah Nawaz Khan to the Mm, and had seen the Khtm’s mother, 
ulio lYitU her “on thought at the time there was no alternative 
but treaty Now, however, better acquainted with the state of the rebel 
camp Sliali Nawaz Khan and Mir Bober of Zchn wshed to break 
off the treaty Mir Bober had been suspected, and perhaps vnth 
justice , but events had changed him and he was now wilbog to conti- 
nue the defence , indeed, since the mvestment he had fought with 8tn,cc- 
nty He came twice or thnee to Lieut Loveday, mth and w^thout 
Shah NawTiz fQian but the fatal influence of Haji 0«man, Nasrulafi 
and the rest paralyzed every tlung The«c men made llic groncst 
misrepresentations as to the numb^ of tlic rebel*, their abundwee of 
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provisions and of other necessaries, which were believed ; whereas they 
were without food and ammimition, and if kept at bay for two or three 
daj’^s more, must have dispersed. Mir Boher proposed to have provid- 
ed against treachery within by removing the parties who had manifest- 
ed it, to other points, and placing in their stead Khan Mahomed Khan, 
an approved good man, and his party. He was also averse to ejection 
from the town. Mir Boher spoke with real anguish to Shah Nawaz 
Khan of the disgrace about to fall on them, saying it was binbureda, or 
cutting off their horses, and that Kamal Khan had spoiled all. 

“ To counteract the efforts of Shah Nawaz Khan to get up resistance, 
or to persuade Lieut. Loveday to accompany him, Haji Osman and 
Nasrulah set on foot a variety of missions to the rebel camp. Had not 
the consequence been so fatal, the zeal for negociation at this period 
would have been amusing. It is obvious how important it was to the 
enemy that Lieut. Loveday should remain at Khelat in their power, whe- 
ther they intended to gratify their revenge and cupidity at his expence, 
or .whether they hoped by the possession of his person to secure terms. 
Nasrulah was sent to the camp a second time with Morad Khan, a 
Naik, and Imam Buksh, a drummer. The two latter made their salam 
to the young Khan, who spoke very courteously to them, and sent them 
to the Shall Ghassi to report in secret the object of their mission. 
Nasrulah was privately closeted writh the Darogah. Haji Osman intro- 
duced on the scene his uncle Atta Mahomed Khan, brother of the 
notorious Aldiund Mahomed Sitlik, and this man with Rais Pir Maho- 
med of Klielat were sent privately by night. On the next day, Atta 
Mahomed Khan went publicly with a retinue of forty or fifty persons he 
had collected. Yet this was not all ; the Hindus came to ask Lieut. Love- 
day if they might go to make their salam ; they were told, yes ; and 
moved from the town in a body to the rebel camp. While such things 
were in progress, Lieut. Loveday, on Shah Nawaz Khan coming to c^ 
on him, with his accustomed familiarity of friendship would place his arm 
around him, affecting to coincide with his views and plans, while at 
the time his agents were negociating (if such a term may be used) 
with the Khan’s enemies, and frustrating his intentions. Shah Nawaz 
Khan, however, reproached Lieut. Loveday with the fact of his man Nasru- 
lah being in secret conference with the Darogah, and at another time 
rebuked Haji Osman, and used high language. Kamul Khan moreover 
complained to Lieut. Loveday, that Shah Nawaz Khan had even presumed 
to accuse him of playing falsely. Yet Lieut. Loveday’s envoys always 
brought back the same unquEdified assurances of kind treatment and 
protection — ^the young Khan, the Darogah, and Bibi Gunjani were all 
inspired by the best and kindest feelings, and the Sirdars of Saharawan 
were determined to adhere with fidelity to their engagements ; Lieut. 
Loveday might do entirely as he pleased, return to Shall or remain 
at Kelat/ if he went to Shall, the Bibi Gunjani was to accompany him ; 
if he remained, his every wish was to be gratified ; another and hand- 
some house was to be built for him in place of the one pulled down by 
the Brahoes, and whose timbers had been converted into escalading 
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ladders Nasrulah particularly certified to the good intentions of his 
old master, the Darogah, and Atta Mahomed Khan, who professed to 
have great influence with Bibi Gunjani, assured Ineut Ijo\eday of that 
lady’s good will, and that she lotAed upon bun as her son A let- 
ter was brought by Atta Mahomed Khan, “aid to be from the Bibi , but 
in the place of her seal, her name was scrawled withm a circle Lieut 
Loieday seemed satisfied with all that was done, and to place belief m 
all he heard 1 think he was very angry with me for cautioning luin, or 
presuming to suggest that he was deceived Yet I knew it was so, and 
wuth bitter disgust I heard Rais Pit Mahomed, on return from his noctur- 
nal mission, and after he had repotted to Lieut. Loveday what had 
passed, repeat, sittm, --t xt _ » i t» i a j _ _ 

words “ sag dowan,’ into the 

snare laid for him . ■ «i nd Fatti, 

brothers, and Babi, merchants, Wol Mahomed, a tailor, Buta Sing, a 
Sipahi, and others whom 1 cannot remember, were sent on missions 
of one kind or other Elchia were raked up from all quarters, and tlie 
aid of no one was refused 

" Shah Nawaz Khan findmg his wishes to contmue the defence baf- 
fled, urged Lieut Loveday to accompany him, taking all Ins effects with 
him He assured him that he should be conducted m safety to Zehn or 
Baghwana, where, as he pleased, the struggle might b*e renewed, or he 
could retire The Khan preferred Zehn, bemg supported by Mir Boher, 
and that the Malloh route would be kept open, while Sliikarpur was 
near He honestly and truly coDfes«ed, that he could not undertake 
the responsibility of the Shall route Lieut Loveday seemed to ac- 
quiesce, but only seemed his advisers were ready with their msmua« 
tions agamst the motives of the Khan and of hLr Bober, and were 
not wilhng that their victim should escape Lieut Loveday urged he 
had not a sufficient number of camels, and the Khan offered to supply 
any number he wanted Some faint attempts were made to pack 
up, but were soon abandoned 

‘ The third daj had now arrived, when the young Khan and rebel 
boat were to enter the town Shall Nawaz Khan was early in the 
morning with Lieut Loveday, entreating him even then to accompany 
him wth his party, taking only his VTluahles, for it was too late 
to think of moving the bulk of the property. Lieut Loveday was fixed, 
as if by enchantment to Khelat, nod lent a deaf ear to all that was said. 
Shah Nawaz Khan had before a«kcd him if all the Fenngbees were as 
laghor, or unmanlv, ns he was, and noiv prophesied to him all the in- 
dignt • • ' * ’ 

«*• . • S .. * « *• 

dicat I ^ ‘ I '/ • 

day, but had been deserted by him, when he decided to take the dcasivc 
step of repairing to the camp of hichrab Khan’s son, and of investing 
him with a klicUt He had scarcely left the town when Nasrulali and 
llaji Osman, who had beert sent betimes to the camp, returned, and 
with singular impudence implored Lieut Loveday, when he had it no 
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longer in his power, to accompany Shah Nawaz Khan, saying there was 
evil in his stay at Kelat. 

“ Wlien Shah Nawaz Khan left Lieut. Loveday, his brother Mir 
Fatti Khan came. He requested a paper, which Lieut. Loveday gave 
liim, noting that he had been solicited to depart, hut had determined 
to remain and negotiate for the safety of himself and his party. Fatti 
Khan went and returned, when Lieut. Loveday took the paper from 
him, and wrote another in which the reason for remaining was stated to 
he his determination to die at his post. Shah Nawaz Khan had behav- 
ed throughout the siege most creditably. Whatever other motives may 
have dictated the step of his abdication, he made it still a means of con- 
tributing, as far as in his power, to the good treatment, by the opposite 
party, of Lieut. Loveday, and of facilitating arrangements witli it, which 
that officer had commenced. Nothing was more evident than the 
anxiety manifested by Shah Nawaz Khan, to shew his sense of obliga- 
tion to the Government that had placed him in authority, by protecting 
the officer appointed to act with him, and certainly it was not his fault 
that the officer refused to be protected by him. Shah Nawaz Khan on 
arra3Tng the son of Mehrab Khan with a khelat, explained to him and 
the assembled chiefs, that the khelat had not been given to him by Lieut. 
Loveday, but by the Sirkar Company ; that he had a friend at Kelat, 
whose kind treatment he should expect in return for the resignation of 
his station. That friend was Lieut. Loveday. He said in the figurative 
style of the Brahoes, that Lieut. Loveday was his beard : when the son 
of Mehrab Khan repUed, that the gentleman had now become his beard, 
and that he should be treated as a brother, etc. The two Khans next 
moved in procession to the town, and as the cavalcade advanced, we 
had the mortification to witness to what a contemptible rabble we had 
surrendered the town. 

“ After having attended the son of Mehrab Khan to the Miri, Shah 
Nawaz Khan, in the act of leaving the towm, called on Lieut. Loveday. 
The Khan called me to witness he had not failed in his duty to the Sir- 
kar Company, or to Lieut. Loveday. 

“ A little time afterwards, Haji Osman had the audacity to tell Lieut. 
Loveday, when repeating what he had heard had passed when the Khan 
arrayed Mehrab Khan’s son with a khelat, that the Khan offered to be 
the first to lay hands on Lieut. Loveday, and that Kamal Khan and Mir 
Boher had spoken to the same purpose. To so infamous a scoundrel 
did Lieut. Loveday trust for information, and by such informations were 
his opinions formed, and his conduct determined. 

“ The son of Mehrab Khan seated in the place of his father, received 
during the day the congratulations and offerings of the people. Lieut. 
Loveday sent also his Mabarald, or salutation of welcome, with offerings 
of fifty rupees each to be presented respectively to the young Khan and 
to Bibi Gunjani, and they sent in return four men to attend at Lieut. 
Loveday’s gates, avowedly to keep the turbulent Brahoes from intru- 
sion, but in like manner to watch over intercourse with the house, and 
to take care that no one left it. Bibi Gunjani also sent in a message to 



112 


MARCH OV CQRVOT TO KAIIUN 


Lxeut lioveday to be\x”\rc, a hundred times to bevrare. that he gaie no 
money to any one , or at least such a message was brought m the Bibi’s 
name ” 

These various occurrences — at Quetta, Khelat, and m the SurtofF 
Pass— naturally aroused the attention of the political authority, (Mr 
Ross Bell,) in Scinde, and reinforcements, with the view of strengthen- 
ing the different posts already occupied, recapturing ground that had 
been lost, and pmttmg down the insurrection m the Moostung, were 
immediately called for The situation of Captam Brown at Kahun, 
surround^ and closely watched as he was by hordes of Beloochees,— 
to keep whom in check was the original purpose of the occupation of 
Kahun — ^was the first object of solicitude Reports from that officer 
announced that his provisions were fast failing him, but that he was 
determmed on holding his post until reduced to the last extremity It 
was therefore resolved to tlirow supplies into the fort without delay, 
and with this view a convoy of 1,200 camels and GOO bullocks was 
placed under the charge of Major Clibbom of the Ist Bombay Grcna* 
diers, who with a force of 464 bayonets, 84 rani and file of Bombay 
artillery, and three IQ.pound howitzere marched for Kaliun. The 
misadventures of this force— constitutmg as they did the most senous 
calamity that had befallen our arms— are thus narrated by one of the 
officers engaged, and is borne out m oil essential paiUculara by Major 
Clibbom’s own despatch, 

“In spite of the intense licit of the weather, the conioy started 
on the 12th August, and by marching at night, accomplished the dis- 
tance to Poolagee, of one hundred and ten miles, across the burning and 
desert plains of Semde, with less distress to the men than could have 
been anticipated At Poolagee, Major Clibbom’s force was increased 
by 200 Poona and Scinde uTCgular horse, under Lieutenants l/jck 
and Malcolm , and entered the bills by the southern Pass on tlic 
24th In fi\e marches they reached the Surtoff mountain It took 
thirteen or fourteen hours, namely from 2 a m to 3 or 4 r u , to get 
the conioy and guns up the mountain , tlie latter had to be dragged up 
by manual labour, the road runnuig up the steep face of the raountain, 
in many places nearly pcrpendicumr, and which la said by tlio«c who 
have «ecn boUi to exceed m difficulty the famed Khojuk Pass The 
suffenng of the sepoys employed m this service, and indeed of all. 
expo'sed as they were to the burning heat of an August sun, was 
distressing m the extreme, but it was borne cheerfully and without 
a complaint Tlie night iras pas^ on tlic table-Iind on the sum- 
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mit, with no water nearer than the foot of the Ghaut. The men 
had little rest ; they were under arms the greater part of the night, 
the Beloochees keeping up a fire on the piquets and camp from the 
other side of an impassable ravine. At 2 a. m. on the morning of the 
31st August, the march was continued to the foot of the second range 
of mountains, distant six or seven miles. The road lying along the 
foot of the mountain was so cut up by ravines and nullahs, that one of 
the guns upset, occasioning considerable delay in righting and repairing 
it, the men being all the while exposed to a galling fire from the Beloo- 
chees, which wounded several. Moving on again, we soon came in sight 
of the Pass of Nuffoosk, and here all our difficulties became apparent. 
The road which had been reported practicable for guns and camels, rose 
before our wearied and exhausted troops in a zigzag course up the side 
of a precipitous mountain ; the crest crowded udth the enemy, screened 
under shelter of the rocks, who, on our appearance, set fire to a beacon 
light. It was now 10 a. ji,, and the heat fearfully oppressive, A letter 
from Captain Brown, in Kahun, of the 27th, reported that abundance of 
rain had fallen, and that no doubt we should find a sufficiency of wa- 
ter at our ground. > The reports of the guides on arrival were that there 
uTis no water ! and the little remaining in the wretched Paukauls from 
the last halting ground, on the top of the SurtofF Pass, (where neither 
water nor forage exists), was dried up. Under these circumstances, it 
was evident that the whole force and cattle must perish from thirst, 
unless the Pass of Nuffoosk were carried, beyond which, water was said 
to be procurable, and the fort of Kahun distant about six miles. We 
waited anxiously till half-past one for the arrival of the rear-guard, con- 
sisting of the 1st and 2nd companies of the Ist Grenadiers, one 
howitzer, and the Poonah Horse under Lieut. Lock, At two, the disposi- 
tions for attacking the Pass were made, and the left flank companies of the 
1st and 2nd Grenadiers and fifty volunteers, Poonah Auxiliary Horse, 
rmder Lieut. Lock, were led on with admirable coolness and order by 
Capt. Kaitt, followed by a strong support of the Grenadiers. An effec- 
tive flanldng party was posted at the foot of the Ghaut, on the right, 
who kept up a heavy fire on the crest of the hill. The guns were placed 
so as to throw shrapnel shells to clear the head of the Pass, while the 
storming party advanced up the steep face of the mountain. The remain- 
der of the escort with the colours were drawn up on the plain, facing the 
Pass and protecting the guns. With the greatest anxiety we watched 
the progress of the storming party, as they steadily wound up, under a 
heavy fire from the enemy ; in some parts they were only able to advance 
in single file. The road at all times barely practicable for guns, had been 
altogether destroyed ; and they found breast- works, topped with thorny 
bushes, built across the road, in three places most exposed to the fire 
from the ridge. These they surmounted ; the ledge of the head of the 
Pass was gained, and the party ready to rush on ; one sepoy was seen 
to reach the gap and fire through, when from every side they were as- 
sailed by a tremendous fire from the enemy, and rocks and stones were 
hurled from the summit. The Beloochees, with a wild shout, rushed 
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down sword in hand Hundreds and hundreds poured o% er the ridges of 
the mountains, and leaping into the midst of the men, bore all before 
them Sepoys and Beloochees were nungled on the hill Seeing the at- 
tack completely repulsed, and that to make any stand on the steep face 
of the hill was impossible, the supporting and flanking parties related 
to the colours The enemy rushed down the mountam, and although the 
' ’ ’ advanced with such determined 

■ barely time to form the men, 

the number of recruits neces- 
sarily placed in the ranks for the present service The Beloochees pour- 
ing round in all directions, attacked sword m hand, and throwing in 
showers of the heavy stones with which the plam abounded, advanced 
to the very muzzles of the guns The men, however, behaved admira- 
bly, and kept up so hnsk afire, that with well applied rounds of grape from 
Capt Stamford s howitzers, the enemy was repulsed with great slaugh- 
ter, dispersing m all directions, numbers fiUmg m the flight Our Io«s 
on the mountam was now found to be lery severe Nearly half the 
storming party had fallen, and we had lost four officers, Raitt ivas 
shot through the thigh about half way up the mountain, when he turned 
round and asked Franklm to lead the advance, but seeing him sup- 
porting poor ‘Wdliams, who had just been shot through the heart, 
lie bound his handkerchief round the wound, and again took lus place 
at the head of his company, where he fell nobly when the rush took 
place, at which time also Franklm was killed lattle Moore received tt\o 
shot wounds, and vns afterwards cut down by a Beloochce m pas«mg 
Lock, w ho led the dismounted Sovraw, wms severely w'ounded, receiving 
a sword cut, and several seiere brm«es from stones on the head, but 
was forced down the hill by his orderly, and reached one of tho guns 
in a fainting state Out of the hundred dismounted Sowars alone, fifty- 
three w ere killed.' 

*' Tlio enemy had been repulsed with great slaughter, and mo't of their 
influential men were lying dead around us , but the Pass remained m 
their po««c«sion, and their numbers were still \ cry great the combined 
tnbes of the Beloochees, nmountmg m fact to «eieral thousands To 
follow up our success was impossible , the boat was dreadfully intense, 
and the sufferings of the men and catUc. from exhaustion and tlnrst, 
became painfully apparent The men grew clamorous for drink, and 
the cries of the wounded and dying, for water I water ' were inctcasing 
Ihe few bottles of beer among the officers* baggage, giien to allay the 
wants of the greatest sufferers, gaic nsc to scenes of frenzy and despair 
Men of all «istes ru’'hcd and struggled for it, and many a mi»crablc 
w retch, on getting hold of a bottle and finding it empty, dropiicd Ufclc«a 
on the ground* 'Hie scene ivas agomzmg to behold. I’urtics ivcrc 
sent to search for water, and Mccr Hu«"ain, one of the guides having 
reported that they had discovered some in a nullah, about half o 
CO®? off, the whole of the Pucknul BUccstics, and camel Puckauls, under 
tlic c'cort of llic irregular lior«c, were despatched to procure a fuj)plj 
Tlie gun-hor«cs were sent witli the i»6rty, being quite unfit, m tlitir 



RKTREAT TO I’OOLAGEE. 


115 


exhausted state, to take the guns hack, and many of the officers’ horses 
also accompanied them. The evening was spent in collecting and 
bringing off the wounded, and occasionally firing shells into the hills, 
from which the enemy still kept up a fire on the skirmishers in the 
plain. Party after party returned, reporting that no water was to be 
found ; and, about sunset, some stragglers from Meer Hussain’s party 
came in, reporting that the whole had been surrounded in a nullah, the 
greater part cut to pieces, and the horses carried off. Under these 
circumstances (Major Clibborn states in his official despatch), it became 
necessary to determine what should be done. I had already lost about 
150 men of my small force (small, when the nature of the country and 
the size of the convoy are considered,) the remainder being enfeebled 
with thirst, and the exertions of the two previous days ; and, to add to 
our different difficulties, most of the camel men, dooly bearers, etc. had 
absconded during the action, after plundering the commissariat. The 
gun-horses were gone ; and the men of the Golundauze, so prostrated 
from fatigue and thirst, that latterly they could scarcely rise to fire a gun. 
In this state, I found it impossible, allowing that I made a successful 
attack on the Pass, to convey either the stores or guns over it, particu- 
larly as the road had been destroyed ; and, after mature deliberation, I 
found that it would be impracticable to carry out the object of the convoy 
to throw provisions into Kahun ; and further, that unless the water-party, 
horses, etc. returned soon, my whole force, cattle and followers, must 
perish of tliirst. The sad alternative devolved on me of deciding on the 
abandonment of the unfortunate garrison of Kahun, the stores and mate- 
rials of the detachment; and the chance presented itself by a rapid 
retreat to the water at Surtoff, of saving the remainder of my men and 
the numerous followers, mth such carriage and stores as their enfeebled 
state would permit me to carry off. I therefore resolved, unless the 
gun-horses and water arrived by 10 p. m. to move off quietly with my 
troops. Such continuing to be the case at that hour, I directed Capt. 
Stamford to spike his guns, and at eleven o’clock we moved with as 
much quietness as the frantic state of the men would permit. I am 
grieved to add, that we were obliged to abandon neai-ly every thing — gims, 
stores, camp equipage, etc. ; the desertion of the camel-drivers having 
put it out of my power to remove them.” The wounded were carried on 
the few camels we could manage to take with us. We reached the top 
of the Surtoff fortunately without obstruction from the enemy, for the 
men were completely knocked up. - Here all discipline was at an end ; 
the men, rushing down the luU, leaped, into the pools of water like 
madmen. The rear-guard was attacked by a large body of Beloochees, 
and the slaughter' amopg the followers was very great. As soon as the 
men could be got from the water they were formed into square, as the 
Beloochees were reported to have shewn themselves on all sides, and 
we waited for day -break, when it was found that the whole of the convoy 
and baggage we had been able to remove, had been carried off in the 
confusion and darkness of the night. The sepoys at Nuffoosk, had been 
ordered in the evening to put three or four day’s supply of flour in their 
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bavresaclvs, but most of the men bad been too much exhausted to do so ; 
and we now found ourselves absolutely without food. Not a single tent 
was saved, either for officers or men ; and nothing remained but to make 
a forced march on Poolagee, distant more than fifty miles. Fortunately 
we bad still a few empty camels, and werejoinedby others on the road, on 
which we brought on the wounded. Xiock had a narrow escape ; he was 
carried to Surtoff, bound to the back of a Sowar, and afterwards brought 
on lashed to the back of a camel. The sufferings of all on the march 
to Poolj^ee, from the intense heat of the weather, rendered more in- 
supportable by the reflection of the sand and sandstone rocks, is not to 
be described. Poor Capt. Heiglungton, of the Ist Grenadiers.died the day 
after we reached Poolagee, from the effects of the sun and fatigue, and 
many of the men died on the march. Major Clibbom, whose exertions 
were untiring, and whose courage and self-possession through these try- 
ing scenes were most conspicuous and the admiration of all, would have 
probably shared the same fate hadnot oneof the sepoys, observing a change 


gallant bravery of Lieutenant Lock of the Poonah Irregular Horse, and 
Lieutenant Malcolm of the Scinde Horse. The great number of their 
men who fell, shews how nobly they did their duty ; indeed, the con- 
duct of all the men, many of the Ist Grenadiers raw recruits, who 
never before had been under fire, wras exemplary. 

Officers killed in the disastrous attack on the Pass : 

1st Grenadiers, Capt. Ilaitt and Lieut. Moore. 

Jemadar Jewnikeen Sing. 

2nd Grenadiers, Captain Franklin and Ensign Williams. 

Subadar Gooroo Box. 


Stafement of killed oarf vovnded. 


KILLBD. 

Artillery, 7 

Pioneers, .. 4 

litOrenadien, 8G 

2a DiUo 26 

PoonaU Auxiliary llor^e, . . 30 
bciude, Ut Horse, .. 21) 


WOCWDBD. 


1st Grenadiers ,. .. C2 

2d Ditto 10 

Fooaah Auxiliary Hone, .. 10 
Setade, ht Hone, .. .. .. 10 


179 


92 


out of a force of about six hundred and fifty men. 

" TliU does not include the loss of life on the return march. ^Vhen, 
in the month of March, Capttun Brown alluded to the excessive hmt, 
and stated that the tliermomctcr on the second day*# march ranged as 
higbas lie® ; what must it liarc been in the month of August, tliat 
fatal season of beat 1”* 


• A SllliUry Cc>nimUiion wm ■pj>«tnted to iOTeitigat* the toodoet of Mejor OJbbom. and the 
eaoiee of iko duaitcr on the Nnffooek r*i» The Coioinl«*toneoBdetnned Mejor ClibbotnandaU 
lh« tnpertnT 0‘'lfcri«botud ordered and yrwrided Ibe hi* ex{<c<lltlan The Coeemment i»b*e 
(ineuilf remotrtt ihrt«o senior Uemhers eCtho Conualwlon for (IrlaK ae honest TcrdlcC 
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The condition of Captain Bl•o^^^l during these disastrous occurrences, 
and for some time subsequently was, as may be conceived, most deplor- 
able. The Journal wliich he kept, from the period of his first occupa- 
tion of the Fort of Kalian, down to the hour when he evacuated it 
under highly honorable terms, ^vill be found in the Appendix to this 
volume (No. II). It discloses a history of patience, cheerfulness, reso- 
lution, discipline, and bravery, under circumstances of the most trying 
nature, and redounding so much to Captain Brown’s honour, that the 
Bombay Commander-in-Chief gave him a staff appointment, the Govern- 
ment transferred him to a lucrative Political ofiice, and his Sovereign 
conferred upon him a Brevet Majority. Lord Ellenborough afterwards 
created him an Honorary A. D. C. 

The Beloochees having now committed themselves irretrievably, of 
course anticipated a severe visitation as soon as the arrival of reinforce- 
ments should enable the British troops to take the field. They there- 
fore proceeded to strengthen the works of Khelat, and to add large num- 
bers to the garrison, while Nusseer Khan, the son of Mehrab Khan, was 
lurged to place himself at the head of the revolted tribes, and to drive 
the British from the country they occupied between Quetta and Shi- 
karpore. Several attacks were made by them upon Lehree, Dadur, and 
other small posts, and upon detachments of troops marching across the 
desert to Gundava, and the Bolan Pass ; but the determined gallantry of 
the 6th and 25th Bombay N. I. assisted by Skinner’s horse and the 
Scinde and Poona irregulars, and now reinforced by a portion of Her 
Majesty’s 40th Regt. under Major Boscawen and the 38th Bengal N. I., 
rendered their defeats frequent, and their advantages slight and tempo- 
rary.* It was not, however, until the beginning of November 1840, 
that troops had arrived from the opposite points of Candahar and Lower 
Scinde in sufficient force to strike a decisive blow at the resuscitated 
power of the Beloochees. On the 3rd of that month. Major General 
Nott had reached Khelat with the 42nd and 43rd Regiments of Bengal 
N. I. some guns under Captain Anderson, a part of Shah Soojah’s 
Cavalry under Capt. Walker, and Infantry under Capt. Macan; but the 


* In one of these affairs, our troops fell in with the body of Lieut. Loveday, who had been carried 
about in fetters by the people with whom he had entrusted himself, and who murdered him to pre- 
vent his release. The body was yet warm and bleeding when found by the 40th Foot under Major 
Boscawen at Dadur. 
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garri'on had fled upon his approach, and he found the fortress complete, 
ly evacuated He therefore returned to Quetta, leaving Colonel Stacy 
as Political Agent in charge of Khelat, supported by a regiment of m- 
fantry Nus^eer Khan, however, stdl remained m arms in the hills 
occasionally descending by the Bohm Pass to give battle to the detach- 
ed forces, and on one occasion actually besieging and plundering Dadur 
To crush this chieftam, and to restore tranquiUity to the whole of 
Upper Semde, engaged the attenbon of the fidd force tvhidj had now 
a’’scnibled under Major General Brookes of the Bombay Army, and it 
was not long before an opportunity appeared for stnkmg an effccbve 
blow at the rebel power 

General Brookes having received mformahon to the effect that 
Nusseer Khan, with, about 4000 men, had taken up his position in the 
neighbourhood of Kotrah, where he was expecting a large remforce- 
ment, deopatched one of his A D C s to Colonel Marshall, direchng 
him (Colonel M ) to attack the Kban'a camp, with the greatest possible 
promptitude Colonel Marshall a detachment consisted of about 500 
of the 25tb N I , ISO of the Ond Grenadier Begiment, 180 of the 21st 
N I and two guns, with details from the 5th company of the Golun- 
dauze Battalion under Lieutenant Pnien — m all 842 fighting men 
With this force, Colonel bfarshall having received the General a Orders 
on the morning of the 30th Nov , immediately made his preparations to 
attack the Khan’s position at day-break on the Ist Dec Tins he did, 
with signal success The surpnze was most complete — Nus«cer Khaa 
him«elf fled in consternation, at the first appearance of our troops , but 
lus chiefs held out most desperately against us, and not before nearly 
500 were “lam was the enemy put to flight Then Mcer Bohur 7cli- 
rce, who commanded the Khan’s army, and seven other chief leaders, 
including the Bohur s son, with 132 of them bravest followers surren- 
dered tbcm'dves, and were made pn“oncTS On our side the loss was 
cotnpirativclf small-one officer Lieut Lodge of the 25tli, killed— and 
in all, 11 killed and SO wounded 

TIic defence was mo«t dc«pcrate, and the po“ition occupied by the 
enemy so strong that the Bombay troops mu^t have fought wth tlic 
utmo«t stcadinc“« and the most persevering gallantry, to have aclucvcd 
a vactory against such advantages Incut Wallace, the Assistant Fob 
tical Agent, vvho went with the dctaclimcnt, reports tint • the hill to 
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wliich the enemy retreated, was a perfect natural fortress, and the 
daring, steady, and persevering manner, in which each position was 
attacked and carried, reflects the highest credit on the troops, whose 
behaviour throughout an arduous day’s work was admirable and Ge- 
neral Brookes, in a Field Order, which will be found below, congratu- 
lates in a warm, but not undue, strain of eulogium, the brilliant service 
performed by the detachment. Lieut. Smith of the Bengal Native 
Infantry, (an extra A. D. C. to General Brookes,) who much dis- 
tinguished himself in this aflFair, escorted Meer Bohur and his son to 
Sukkur. Among the lulled, on the enemy’s side, were four chiefs — 
Tubzul Khan, Shere Khan, Hydur Khan, and ShulFee Mahomed, The 
escape of Nusseer Khan was inevitable ; his position appears to have 
been more than a mile to rearward of his camp, and, as he moved off 
at once, and the Passes leading to his encampment were strongly 
guarded, it was impossible to overtake him. He fled with only two 
followers, having been from the first unwilling to oppose us. 

After their defeat, the enemy gathered together, in great force, be- 
tween Kundah and Colonel Marshall’s camp (round which an entrench- 
ment had been made) the whole number being mounted, but they ap- 
peared to exhibit every inclination to keep at a respectful distance. 

An officer in Captain Teasdale’s detachment of the 25th N. L, thus 
describes, m a letter, the forcing of the first Pass : — 


“ In consequence of the guide with us having lost his road, a consi- 
derable delay unavoidably occurred, and we did not get well into the 
mountains until day-break, 

“ At half past 6 o’clock in the morning of the first instant, our detach- 
ment arrived at the gorge of a deep defile in a very strong country, 
which was pointed out to us by the guide as the entrance into the camj) 
of the insurgent chief Nusseer Khan, Seeing the heights on each flank 
crowned with Brahoes, Captain Teasdale detached two strong parties 
under Lieut. Lockley and Ensign Oliphant, of the 2nd Grenadier Regi- 
ment, to dislodge them. 

“ The enemy immediately opened their fire, and kept it up with great 
briskness, wounding several of our men. As soon as Capt, Teasdale 
perceived that his flanldng parties had gained the summits of the hUls, 
and commenced their fire, he advanced with the main body, and forced 
the Pass, killin g and wounding a great number of the enemy, and driv- 
ing them over the hills. 

“ We found the Khan’s camp evacuated, but his person was pointed 
out to us at the distance of upwards of two miles in full retreat up a 
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precipitous mountain We pushed fonrard detachments after them, 
who, as well as the mam body found the whole country «»trewed wth 
cattle and bags of gram One of these parties succeeded m reaching a 
body of the Brahoes, tliree of whom they killed, and secured ten camels 
laden with household furniture and the chiefs kettle drums 

“ Finding that the chief had escaped, we pushed on with all despatch 
to CO operate with Colonel Marshall Captain Tea«dale bad previously 
detached Ensign Bourdillon, 25th Regt N I with a party to drive 
down a body of the enemy, whom he saw on a hill on the left of our 
po«ition 

*’ The loss of the enemy in disputing the first Pass w’as between 30 
and 40 killed I do not thmk that more than 10 e«caped wounded, as 
the action was \ery close dunng the whole period " 


“ Field Army Orders by Major General Brooke'*, Suhkur, Gth 
December, 1840 


" Major General Brookes has much satisfaction m notifying to the 
troops composing the Field Army, the signal success which has attend> 
cd that portion of it stationed at Kotrah, under Lieut Colonel Marsliall 
‘"■Tfae Major General haring received authentic mtclhgcnce that 
Nu^seer Khan, with the garrison of Khelat, about 4000 men, had hcen 
encamped m a strong position m the bills, withm eight miles of Kotrah, 
and that reinforcements to the estent of many thousands were on the 
road from Thall to jom him, directed Lieut Smith, 15th Bengal Infan« 
try and acting A D C to the Major General, to proceed express to 
Lieut -Col Marshall’s camp, with oilers to the Lieut Col to attack the 
Khan m his position Lieut South left this at 2 o'clock on the 2Sth, 
and although his progress was greatly impeded hy falling in with a 
large body of tlie enemy s cavahy, who followed and fired on him 


I • ( . 

2l8t and 25th Begiments, commanded by Captains Boyd, Innes, and 
Teasdale, with GO irregular horse under Lieut Smith, and 2 guns 
under Lieut Pruen 1 be enemy were completely 8urpn«cd Nu'seer 
Khan, and two followers, c«cRped on foot at the first alarm, hut hts 
chiefs and followers made a long and despente defence At length 
when four chiefs and upwards of 500 men were left dead on the 
field, and nearly the whole of the rest put to flight, the enemy’s clucf 
commander Meor Bohur, wath h« son, six other cliicfa and 132 of 
their hrave«t followers surrendered thcm«elvcs prisoners. Tlic whole 
of tlic enemy’s baggage, and a large quimtitj of arms, ftll mlo our 
hands 
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" The loss on our side, considering the obstinate nature of the conflict, 
was wonderfully small. Lieut. Lodge, 25th Regiment, 1 Havildar and 
9 Rank and File killed, and 2 Havildars and 28 Rank and File wounded. 

“ The Major General returns his best thanks, and sincerely congratu- 
lates Lieut. Col. Marshall, the European and Native Officers, Non-com- 
missioned Officers and Privates on this brilliant achievement. 

“ The services of Captain Boyd, 2nd Grenadiers, Captain Innes, 21st 
Regiment, Captain Teasdale, 25th Regiment, and Lieutenant Pruen of 
the Artillery, deserve particular praise ; and will be brought to the notice 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. The services also of Lieut. 
Smith deserve the Major General’s warmest praise, not only for his 
gallantry in the field, which was conspicuous, but for the determined 
perseverance and courage which he displayed in pressing on, despite of 
fatigue and the dangers which he had to surmount in a country occupi- 
ed by the enemy, so as to deliver' his despatches to Lieutenant Colonel 
Marshall in time to ensure the instructions they contained being carried 
into effect, before the arrival of the reinforcements expected by the 
enemy, which would have rendered the attempt impracticable. 

^ G. H. Brookes, ATcp'or-Gewera/, 

Commanding Field Army” 

After this affair, the Brahoes and Murrees retreated to their hills, plac- 
ing themselves under the Beebee Gunjan, the principal wife of Mehrab 
Khan, who had been residing at Dadur, a pensioner of the British Govern- 
ment, until the capitulation of Shah Newaz, and the occupation of 
Khelat by Nusseer Khan, induced her to fiy and join the adherents of 
her husband’s family. 


Leaving affairs in Sciude, we now retrace our steps to Cabul, where 
the Envoy was deeply engaged in devising schemes for the settle- 
ment of the country. The stand made by Dost Mahomed in the Hin- 
doo Koosh, had inspired many of the chieftains in Kohistan with hopes 
of his ultimate success, and of their own consequent restoration to 
power and influence. In the Ghilzie country also disaffection revived, 
and it became very evident that vigorous measm-es were indispensable 
to crush the Hydra which now assailed the security of Bhah Soojah's 
dominions. On the 24th September, (1840,) a strong force was dis- 
patched, under Brigadier Sale, to Charekar in the Kohistan, where a 
large party of rebels had assembled, and whither, it was supposed, 

u 
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Dost Mahomed would betale himself, on his way to Cabul, after 
hia repulse at Bameean, and the conclusion of the treaty with the 
Wullee of Kholoom Colonel Wheeler, C B , was sent to Kudjah 
to attack and punish the refractory Wnzzeree'? Another detachment 
was dispatched to assist Colond Orchard’s return from Kudjur (Komer) 
with the European Regiment, he bemg then surrounded by the enemy 
At Ghuzm the garrison was put upon its mettle, the Artillery eleepuig 
at their gun«, for the di«'affecUon had become strongly marked, and 
Dost Mahomed's two sons bad escaped from confinement there 

Brigadier Sale, guided and assisted bj Sir Alexander Bumes, moved 
in the first instance against the town and forts of All Khan and Rujub 
Khan, two chiefs who had been iiio‘>t active in their commumcations 
wnth Dost Mahomed He invested them on the 29th September The 
enemy occupied a strong position, but fled after a brief shew of re«istance, 
across an unfordable nver The engagements which took place on thc*c 
occasions were nearly bloodless, the only casualties being Captain Fd* 
ward ConoUy, an Assistant to the Pohtical Envoy at Cabul, who acted 
as Aid de.Camp to Brigadier Sale, two men of Her Maje«ty’s 1 3th Light 
Infantry, and two Grenadiers of the 37th N I The operations are des- 
cribed m the annexed despatch addressed to Sir Willoughby Cotton 

To Major Genl Sir WintouGiiaT Co^^o^ G C B oiirf /v C H 
dc S(C Cabui 

Camp Toolumdarra, 29th September, 18-10 
" SiB — At day light this morning I quitted my encampment nt Roliat, 
and u as joined at Charekar, 5 miles m advance, by the Detachment un- 
der the command of Captain Fraser of the 2d Light Cavalry 
" At Charekar I learned from Sir Alexander Bumes, that no alteration 
had taken phee m his views, with reference to the expediency of an 
ittatk on Forts aX the entrance of flie Gborbund Foss, helongms to 
Aly Khan, and known by the name of Tooturadurra I therefore detcr- 
tnmed to attempt their capture immediately, and moved fonvard from 
Charekar at 8 a st , having tlie Cavalry in advance 

“ On amnng in front of Tootumdurra, I found the enemy ported m a 
very strong position a village surrounded by garden walls, defended by 
a Email fort and •evcral detached towers, commanded the undulating 
ground below tlie high and stocp lulls wlucli bound the Ghorbund 


* TE* dUt>i((h(>er Colonel WEnltr r*V>ilT« to th»M e]>«rtt od< pnt E-lu$ t ' 

thtft H r*utnf ihroucH tht l*rM« «|11 b« fniad la ili* ApfoedU 
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Pass to the south, and a chain of their detached forts within musket 
range respectively of the village and each other, extends to the East- 
ward of the village; one of these forts, a hexagonal structure, with 
towers at the angles is of considerable strength. The rear, or north of 
the position was defended by a deep canal carried along the high ground 
above the Ghorebund River, the vale below is entirely covered with 
gardens, beyond which again rise the rocky hills to the north of the 
Pass. 

“ A party of the enemy was drawn up in front of the village protected 
by a mound, a second occupied the face of the hill to the west of the 
village, and the towers and forts were garrisoned by matchlock-men, 
who opened a brisk fire on the party of Cavalry sent in advance to re- 
connoitre. 

" The Grenadier Company of the 37th N. I., a party of Her Majesty’s 
13th Light Infantry, Shah Shooja’s 2d Cavalry, and two of Her Ma- 
jesty’s guns, 6-pounders, under Lieut. Warburton, was directed to 
clear the hill to our left, and then to take the position of the enemy 
in flank, and co-operate with the other parties engaged in clearing the 
village. 

" Two Companies of Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, under Lieut. 
Holkham, were detached to the right to take possession of two of the 
small detached forts, in which operation they were supported by 
three 9 -pounder guns, rmder Captain Abbott. The fire from these guns 
was also, as opportunity offered, directed on the towers and other 
defences of the village, with the view of dislodging the enemy from 
their advantageous position, and facilitating the advance of the In- 
fantry. 

“ 'These operations were crowned with complete success. 

“ The, principal column of attack, consisting of the remainder of Her 
Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, two Companies of the 27th N. I., and 
the Light Company of the 37th N. I. was then ordered to advance, and 
moved on the village at a rapid pace. The enemy continued their fire 
till the heads of the Companies were within 50 paces of the walls, when 
they fled with precipitation across the river, and over ground where they 
could not be followed by the Cavalry. 

“ The garrison of the large fort seeing the position both to their right 
and left thus in the possession of our troops, and Captain Abbott’s guns 
in battery opposite the gate, abandoned the post, and escaped through a 
wicket, which, opening to the south, was covered from the fire of the 
detachment. 

“ Parties of Infantry were sent in pursuit across the valley, and another 
small fort on the low ground temporarily occupied, but finding the 
enemy completely broken and dispersed, these parties were recalled, and 
I encamped in the vicinity of the forts, the whole of which were in our 
possession by 11 a. m. , 

“ The accompanying Casualty Return will shew that this advantage 
has been attended by little loss, a fact which I in a great measure attri- 
bute to the dread inspired by tlie excellent practice of Artillery under 
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the able direction of Captain Abbott, assisted by lieutenants Jlaule and 
Warburton , but I have to lament the lo«s of Captain Edward ConoUy 
of the 6th Light Cavalry, who joined me m the morning as a volunteer 
He was shot through the heart on our advance against the village 
'• It 13 my gratifymg duty to express my entire satisfaction with the 
conduct of the Troops it has fallen to my lot on this occasion to com- 
mand The rapid flight of the enemy prevented their sustaining or in 
fltctmg much loss, but the steadmess and gallantry with which the 
Troops advanced was such ns to warrant my entertainmg the mo'<t san 
gume hopes of success even had the really formidable position we 
attacked been defended to (he last 

“ I am now , at the request of Sir Alexander Bumes, (who accompanied 
me throughout the operations I have detailed,) taking steps for the des 
truction of the forts that have fallen mto our hands 

“ 1 o Captam Sanders of the Engmeera, I was much mdebted for his 
judicious and scientific observations, both during and previous to the 
commencement of the operations 

“ Captam Wade of H M 13th Light Infantry, my Bngade Afajor, 
gave me every assistance m seeing my orders carried into effect 

' Though not in the Army, Mr Wheeler accompanied me as a volun- 
teer to carry orders, and I had several times occasion to employ him 
thus * 


I have the honor to be Sir, jour most obdt Servant 

R Sale, M G Comp Dtlackoimt 


On the 3d of October the Brigadier attached a fort named Julga 
said to be the principal stronghold of the rebels The walls were found 
too thick to he effectively breached by the 0 pounder guns which he had 
with him, and too high to be reached by tbc «eahng ladders Tlie as 
sailing Column which had advanced in the hchef that the breach was 
practicable and which behaved with conspicuous gallantry, was m 
consequence, compelled to retire, leaving 11 men of Her Majesty’s 13th 
and 1 of the 37th N I killed, and having 12 men wounded llic vi 
gour of the attack had, however, so intimidated the gam«on, who must 
have also suffered severely from our fire, that they immediately afterwards 
fled, and pos«c«sioa w as obtamed of the place, which was destroyed U 
was regretted that the rebel chiefs had by tlus means escaped, but there 
appeared not to be likelihood of any necessity for further protracted 
operations The Doonmee Hor«e behaved well 

’fhe Brigadier thus describes tlie occurrence in bis despatch dated Sth 
October Tlie despatch, together with all otiicrs from the same <jo»r 
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tei', was forwarded in one from Sir W, Cotton, but as the communi- 
cations of the latter officer were, from his position, mere matters of form, 
it is unnecessary to give them. 


From Major General Sir Robert Sale, K. C. B., Commanding Field 
Force in Kohistan, to Major General Sir Willoughby Cotton, 
G. C. B. and K. C. H., Commanding the Troops in Affghanistan, dated 
Camp Julga, October 5th, 1840. 

“ Sir, — The Political Agent having informed me, that several of the 
Rebel Chieftains had fled to a fort within 16 miles of my camp at 
Charekar, I determined on attempting to secure them, and with this 
view directed Captain Anderson with two Squadrons of His Majesty 
Shah Soojah’s Cavalry, the Jan Bazees under Lieutenant Dowson, and 
about 500 Dooranee Horse, who were placed at my disposal by the 
Shahzada Timoor, the whole under the direction of Captain Sanders of 
the Engineers, to proceed to Julga, and endeavour to surround the fort 
before any of the garrison could efiect their escape, till such time as I 
could bring up the Infantry and Artillery to attack the place. 

“ This detachment marched before 1 a. m. on the morning of yester- 
day, the 3rd instant, and by sunrise succeeded in completely investing 
the fort, and placing parties in secure positions in every direction by 
which the garrison could effect their escape. 

“ I have to express my obligations to the Officers and Men of His 
Majesty Shah Soojah’s service by whom this service was effected, and 
am particularly indebted to Captain Anderson for the promptness and 
rapidity with which his Corps took up their position, and I trust His 
Majesty will be pleased to make known to his Troops the satisfaction I 
have expressed at their spirit and good conduct on this occasion. 

“By 10 A. M. I arrived before the fort with Her Majesty’s 13th Light 
Infantry and the two Squadrons of 2d Cavalry; before 11 o’clock 3 
9-pouuders and a 24-pounder Howitzer under Captain Abbott, came 
up; about 12, two of His Majesty’s 6-pounders under Lieut. Warbur- 
ton also arrived, but the badness of the road unfortunately delayed the 
Mortars till late in the afternoon, and it was not till 4 f. m. that one of 
them was brought into play. It was desirable to bring our operations in 
the attack of this Fort to a close as soon as possible, as from the nu- 
merous ravines in its vicinity it would have been extremely difficult to 
prevent the escape of the rebels after nightfall, and a fire from the 
9-pounders was immediately opened on the South-East tower of the fort, 
which by 1 p. m. was greatly dilapidated, when a cessation of their fire 
was rendered necessary, all the ammunition in the field having been 
expended. 

“ At 2 p. M. the fire recommenced, and at 3, the tower and adjacent 
curtain to the East were breached, and the breach to all appearance 
being exceedingly easy, I resolved on assaulting it without delay. 
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“ A storming party, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Tronaon, Her 
Majesty’s ISth Light Infantry, consisting of 5 Companies of Her 
Maje'tys I3th Light Infantry under Brevet Major Kershaw of that 
Corp", and of Detachments of the 27th and 37th Regiments of Native 
Infantry, commanded by Lieutenant Rmd of the latter Regiment, were 
formed for the purpose in a ravine near the South-East angle, which 
afforded good cover for the troops withm 150 yards of the fort, and 
on the signal bemg given, the column advanced to the breach with the 
greatest steadiness and gallantry They were met however hy the enemy 
on the crest of the breach with mo«t determined resistance , a close 
fire from a numerous body of matchlockmen was opened on the 
head of the column from the houses within the fort Powder- 
bags were thrown m great numbers among the men ascending the 
breach many of the leadmg men were shot dead on the breach , 
and after a desperate struggle to force an entrance into the fort they 
were vnth great judgment withdrawn by the OfRcer commandmg the 
party to the cover afforded by the adjacent ravine, where they remained 
till I issued orders for their recall intending to renew the attack when it 
might be made by a combined movement against the breach, gateway 
and wicket, with better success 

“ The enemy, notwithstanding every precaution was taken to intercept 
them succeeded in escaping from the fort before 7 pm, and at that 
hour our troops took po«8e«sion of it 1 am now taking measures for 
Its destruction 

It IS with feelings of the deepest regret that 1 record the loss sus 
tamed m our unsuccessful attack Tlic address and spirit displayed by 
the Officers and Men of the storming party demand my warmest thanks, 
and I cannot eiprc^s the mortification I cxpcncnccd m seeing their 
noble exertions baffled when on the point of being crowned with 8ucce«'« 

*• To Lieutenant Colonellton'on commanding the Storming Part) , 1 
am greatly indebted for his gallant execution of t!ie important duty 
committed to him He was nobly seconded bj Brevet Major Kershaw 
of Her Majesty s IStli Light Infantry, who^e exertions to surmount the 
numerous obstacles which impeded the advance were conspicuous The 
crest of the breach was at one time attained bj four Officers of Her 
Majesty^s 1 3th Light Infantry— Brevet Major Kershaw, Lieutenant and 
Adjutant \S’ood, Lieutenants Edward King and George Wade, and I 
beg t ' ' 

in ti 


. . ed 

■ ■ idc 

Major, for the efficiency and attention displayed by him in carrying my 
washes into effect tliroughout the service 

Captain Raban dbih Native Infintry, Commissariat Officer, ai‘« 
gave me high rati'fnction in officiating ns my Aid de Camp during f 
day, and Mr heeler, whose services I have already bad occasion ti 
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bring to your notice, on this occasion was conspicuous for the steadiness 
and promptness with which he conveyed my orders under a harassing 
fire. 

" I have again to bring to your favorable consideration the able and 
valuable assistance rendered me by Captain Sanders, Chief Engineer, 
with the force.” 

I have, &c. 

R. Sale, Major General, 
Commanding Field Force in Kohistan. 


From Lieutenant-Colonel Thonson, Commanding Her Majesty's \^th 

Light Infantry, to Major General Sir Robert Sale, K. C. B. dated 

Camp October 3d, 1840, 8. p. m. 

" Sir, — I have the honour to report, that having been placed in com- 
mand of the storming party this day, consisting of five Companies of 
Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry under Brevet Major Kershaw, and 
of Detachments of the 27th and 37th Native Infantiy, commanded by 
Captain Rind, of the 37th, the party proceeded with great regularity 
and spirit towards the fort. On nearing the breach, we were assailed 
by a quick and destructive fire, through which, gallantly led by their 
Ofiicers, the party rushed up the breach, which was crowded by Officers 
and Men in the face of a close and deadly fire ; the crest of the breach 
was gallantly held under this destructive fire, for a considerable time by 
Brevet Major Kershaw, Lieutenant and Adjutant Wood, Lieutenant 
Edward King, and Lieutenant G. Wade, with Sergeant Major Airey • 
the gallantry of those Officers with their Men called forth at the mo- 
ment the admiration and cheers of all their comrades. Finding the 
breach totally impracticable, I, placed the party under immediate cover, 
and subsequently withdrew them to a ravine, awaiting the orders of 
the Major General. 

“ The best consolation and reward of all who were engaged will be 
the innate conviction of each individual having to the utmost gallantly 
done his duty, but as the Commander of this party, I feel bound to 
render my warmest eulogium and thanks to the Men and Officers engaged, 
more particularly to Major Kershaw, whose exertions and gallantry 
throughout were most conspicuous. I have great pleasure in acknow- 
ledging the exertions of Captain Rind and his Adjutant Ensign Mayne, 
37th Native Infantry, with their detachments of the 27th and 37th. 

“ I enclose a list of killed and wounded, which I very deeply regret to 
find so serious ; among them we have lost our most respected and gallant 
Sergeant Major, who nobly fell at the summit of the breach.” 

I have, &c. 

E. J. Tronson, Lieut. Colonel, 
and Major \Zth Light Infantry, 
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Kumbucal Return 

Of the Killed, Wounded and Missing of the Troops on Field Seniee under 
the Cojiwnond of 3foyor Generof Str R H Sole, K C R, a{ the Storm 
of the Fort of Julga, on the morning of the 3rf October, 1840, also of 
the Ammunition expended on that dag Camp Julga, Zd Oct 1840 

• Engineers Wounded 1 Private, Artillery — 'W^ounded 1 Primte, Cat- 
tle, I Hor^e and 1 Yaboo , Rounds of Ammunition expended, 9 Shrap- 
nel S-Pounders , 1 shell 24-Pounder Homtzer , 33 8-inch Sliell 
Mortars , 452 Shot round 0*Pounder», and 8 Shrapnel 24-Pounders 
Howitzers H 13th Light Infantry — Killed I Serjeant and 13 
Privates , Wounded 1 Staff, 3 Serjeants, 2 Corporals and 12 Pnntca , 
Lieut and Adjt Wood slightly , Mis«ing none Rounds of Am- 
mjinition expended, 1388 Mu«ket Ammunition 27th Ucgt N 
I — Wounded 1 Bugler and Drummer and 1 Private 37th Regt 
N. 1 — Killed 2 Privates , Wounded 1 Seijeant. 2 Corporals and 7 
Pnvates, Missing none — Rounds of Ammunition expended, 1C33 
Mu«kcl Ammunition Shah’s Arbllery — Wounded J Seobndar , Rounds 
of Ammunition expended, 3 8 inch Shell Mortars and 114 Round Shot 
C-pounders Shah’s Cavalry— Killed, Wounded, and Missing none " 

The bastions of the fort having been destroyed by Brigadier Sale’s 
orders, the force moi cd to the valley of the Gborbund river, a short 
distance nestmird of the site of the ancient city of Bighram Here 
the Brigadier remained until the 8tb, recemng the submisson of some 
influential Barakzyc chiefs, who had until then refused to acknowledge 
the supremacy of Shah Soojah. On the 8th, the troops marched to 
Charekar, expectmg to meet Do«t Mnliomcd , but hearing that he had 
reached Nyrow, the camp ivas moved to Kara Bhag, nlicrc a better op- 
portunity presented itself for watching the cx-Amccr’s movements to- 
vvardaCabul On the morning of thcI3lh,intclhgenceiva5 brought into 
camp, that Dost Mahomed had come through the Ghorbund Pass at 
Tootan Dumdi carl) that morning, and that he had taken up his 
quarters in o fort some 15 mUes distant The spy reported that the Post’s 
cattle were very much exhausted and knocked up, and that if a strong 
party of Cavalry was immediately dispatched, the chances liverc lO favor 
of hvs being intercepted, and that be had not more than a hundred fol- 
lowers with him On this, Lieut. Dowson, with 200 Jan Bazes, ami 300 
of the Shazadah's Populsies set cut However, they were unsueccasfal 
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When the party arrived at the fort, they found that Dost Mahomed 
had left it about 10 the same morning for Nijrow, some twenty miles 
almost due East of Charekar. Lieut. Dowson, with the prey almost 
in his power, had to right about and return to Charekar. Two of the 
Ex-ruler’s horses, which were completely Icnocked up, were brought into 
camp. Desertion still continued ; on the morning of the 14th October a 
whole company of Lieut. Maule’s regiment of Khoistanees went off to 
their Old Ruler, and it was feared that another company would take the 
first opportunity of following their example. The company, which de- 
serted, could have been relied upon above the others. 

On the morning of the 15 th October, the camp was pitched near 
Kura Bhag, after a long march over a heavy country, and preparations 
were made for the attack of a fort in the neighbourhood, which it wa^ 
supposed would give our people some trouble, as it was of a much 
stronger kind than any yet assaulted, or met with in the valley. It was 
represented as having a high rampart wall, very thick, strong bastions 
at the angles, and a double gate. 

The Chief who was in possession of it, was written to, to come into 
our terms, hut returned an answer to this effect : — “ You were all day 
long battering the fort of Julgah, and did not get in after all ; besides, 
you let Meer Musjidee escape. Now, my fort is a stronger one than 
his ; I have sent my family and property away, and you may come when 
it best suits your convenience ; but I must distinctly tell you, that I can 
never how to a Kafir King, and I’ll fight to the last.” 

The Field force however moved in battle array at 10 a. m. on the 17th 
October with every prospect of meeting most strenuous opposition. The 
fort of Baboo Khoosh Ghur was supposed, from report, to be a very 
' strong place, and its approach lined with high garden walls for miles 
around. 

Shortly before the column moved off. Captain Sanders of Engineers, 
accompanied by a strong reconnoitring party, consisting of a squadron 
of the 2d Light Cavalry, two companies of the 27th Regt. N. I., and two 
6-pounder guns, the whole under Captain James Fraser, marched. The 
road lay over ravines, water- courses, wheat fields etc. On the recon- 
noitring party nearing the fort, the garrison took fright and fled, and 
the troops took peaceable possession. 

s 
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Captain Sanders destroyed the fort of Babo'o Koosh Ghur , after that 
the force moved to At Sarai, and took up a position for the purpose of 
watching the Dost’s movements 

On the afternoon of the 18th October, some ofEcers looking towards 
the village of Kardurrah, about SJ miles west of camp, espied a large 
body of armed men collected, apparently for some enterpnze They \\ ere 
in number between 800 to 1000, and one party displayed a banner 
The Cavalry Avas immediately formed m a line, facing towards Kardurrah 
and mes«enger3 were sent to enquire the object of the ns«emblagc The 
reply was quite pacific, and suspicions were lulled, though proper pre- 
cautions were taken to prevent any chance of surprise At a little 
before 9 v M , the night being dark, our troops were attacked in firont 
qnd rear at the same moment by about 500 men, who were completely 
covered by the ravmea and walls which approached close to our camp 
Tlie fire continued bravely until past 11 o’clock, but fortunately n*as 
directed so high, that very little damage was sustained by our party 
One msuldar of the Shah’s Kegular Cavalry was killed, together with one 
sepoy of the 37th N 1 , a fen men and horses were wounded, and noihng 
musinff The as«ailTnte havuig expended all their ammunition 
retired m disgust, carrying off one man killed and one badly wounded by 
the few shots that were fifed by our men On the I9th, the force ivas 
joined by the six companies 37th and by the 2 nine pounders from 
Cabul, and on the 20th it advanced four miles, and cnc*unpcd near the 
garden ground of Kardurrah, and the adjacent iiUagc of Beyduck It 
was determmed to attack the place next morning, and the enemy 
«ecmed vi.ry confident in the strength of their position, and resolute to 
defend It 

The night passed quietly, and our men ro^e on the morning of the 2lel 
October, (tc*h and ready for action The Cavalry , with a wing of the 37tii 
and 2 six pounders ncrc sent against the eastern front of tlic enemy’s 
po«ition, while the main body of Infantry with Uic nine pounder an I 
mortar batteries took the road to Dcyduck, beyond whicli was said to be 
n position attainable by guns, and from which Kardurrah miglit be ean 
nonaded They had not moved a mile when viUagcrs came to siy, that 
the nholc of the enemy had taken to flight, and that the nUage ( f Kar* 
durroli was without on inliabitant rbc advanced guard leaving it» 
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guns, went fonvard to destroy the village, and the remainder of the 
troops returned to camp. 

On examining the position which the enemy (800 or 1000 in number) 
had not ventured to defend, it became immediately apparent that their 
want of courage had spared us the loss of probably one-half of our men, 
to say nothing of the possibility of an unqualified defeat : the difficulties 
presented by the ground to an enemy assailing the village, cannot be 
adequately described; vineyards and gardens forming a succession of 
teiTaces, one above the other, on the steep hill side, garden walls 
■without number, and trees of all sorts, closely planted, were obstacles to 
be surmounted ere the village itself could be attained ; and the ■village 
was of considerable extent, containing about 800 flat roofed houses, the 
streets so narrow that only one horseman could pass through the best of 
them, and only two or three lanes gi^ving entrance from beyond the walls 
of the place, which was built on a steep ascent, house rising above house 
like a series of irregular steps. Had the enemy defended this ground 
■with resolution, it was the opinion of some officers that it would have 
been scarcely possible for us to have carried the village. The road proved 
to he impracticable for guns, and that one could have given but little 
assistance to the assailants from any position which it could have attain- 
ed in the course of the morning. 

The village having been partially destroyed, and the vineyards relieved 
of an immense quantity of beautiful grapes, the force marched on the 
22d October, and encamped on an open plain between Ak Serai and 
Kambagh. 

From this date, for an entire week, little of any importance occurred, 
hut on the 29th of October, the campaign was brought to a crisis by 
an action which, though it must be remembered as displaying the gal- 
lantry of certain British officers in the most brilliant colours, and as con- 
stituting the last blow which Dost Msliomed struck in his feeble endea- 
vour to regain his throne, ■will likewise disfigure the annals of British 
warfare, as recording the cowardice of a regiment of cavalry at a 
moment the most anxious and critical. Although the despatches de- 
tailing this affair are, in conformity with the plan of this volume, given 
below^ the history of an action so remarkable as that which took place 
at Purw'an Durrah, will scarcely be complete without the details furnish- 
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cd in the following newspaper account sent from Charekar, and pub- 
lished at the time 

" On the morning of the 29th ultimo, an express amred from 
Lieutenant Maule, commanding the corps of “ Kohi'^tanee*,” requesting 
a party of regular Infantry, as all his Kohistanees were preparing to 
start for Do^t Mahomed’s camp Lieut Lang was in^stantly de«patched 
with a company of the 27th Uegt to gam»on the small fort, where 
Lieut Maule was, and who is still there At noon of the 29th, 
the whole farce, under Major General Sir R Sale, marched to a fort 
called ‘ Bhag-alum ’ Here latclhgence was received that the Dost had 
left Nijrow, and come down into the Kohistan'^'allcy. On tlie 30th 
and 3lEt the force halted, and a strong reconnottnng party, accompa- 
nied by Capt Sanders and Lieut Btoadfoot of Engineers, moved out 
to survey the country On the let instant, all marched to Meer Mus- 
jidee fort Here intelhgence reached them of the Dct having moitd 
to Purwan Durndi ft small valley, through which runs a clear rapid 
stream, and “cveml small forts scattered amongst the orchards It 
was now determined to march on Purwan Durroh the foUowmg morn- 
ing, and the troops were directed to move os follows 

•‘Theadvanceguard, consistingof fourcompaniesofH M ISthlaght 
Infantry, under Major Kershaw, two «ix*pounder guns under Lieut 
Warburton, the two flank companies of the 07tb Regt N. I and 
one company of the 27tU Rcgt N I under Lieut Rmd of the 87tU 
Rcgt , the two Squadrons of the 2nd Light Cavalry and the SJiali’s 
2nd Horse, the whole being under the command of Lieut -Colonel 
Salter Ihc remainder of the force followed in rear. 

** About <h) -break the advance guard moved off, and one of our corres- 
pondents SAjg, «uch a country ns we tjnversed, I shall not forget in 
ft hurr) , the morning was n heavenly one, and tlic whole country, 
ftdomed as it is with jcUow foliage, with a bngbt autumn sun shmmg 
on Its face apjicartd as it were a shining mn«s of gold— but our road 
was difficult in the extreme , imTnco«c canals, ravines, deep water cuts 
and every po««ible ob«Uclc that could pte«cnt itself to our Armj Wc 
reached tin, Ghorbund riv**r between 8 and 9 am, here wc had consi- 
derable difficulty m cros«ma the guns Tins surmounted, wc ascended 
the high land under the HiU* and finding a fort occujncd, and winch 
had commenced finog on us. wc formed into hne and moTcd in this 
po«ition a short distance, when the nver i»«uing through the Ibir- 
wan Pus«, obliged us to re form calumn lly this time, tlie aillaccrs 
wtre flocking towards us c^hng l«udly for merej, and intrtating 
us to moil, on quickly, and save thnr j^operty from tlie hands of Dost 
Maliomcds Army, which was plundering tlicro, and preponng to de- 
camp Our Cavalry ndvanceil, crossed lire nver, and ascetidol tlie 
hank on the «j jKi«itc side , Doctor lAird and Licut Ilroadfoot accotn- 
iwmwl them After con^ulcrahlc difficulty we cn»*e<l the guns, which 
again stuck on the npj)o«iie bank, which ivas exceedingly steep On 
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our Cavalry reaching the lop of the oi)po.‘-itc bank, Dost Mahomed 
Khan, and an Army of some dOQO Horse and Foot, were seen breaking 
cover from the town and forts, and making the best of their way to 
some heights on the riglit, winch lay at the base of a high mounUnn, 
The scene now becjune most exciting. Dr, I/Ord proposed moving 
on the C.avalrj-, and taking np a position on the enemy’s Hank ; his 
request was acceded to. and Captain Anderson’s Horse were ordered 
round to the left, to prevent the enemy turning our flank. The gnns 
were now got np, and had joined the front jiart of the advance. We then 
moved on, and orders Mere sent to recall the Cavalrj* ; before however 
the order reached, the enemy had began descending on them. Cni)tain 
Fraser, who commanded the Hegiment, gave front, and ordered the 
men to dnuv swords and advance to the charge. ’I'hc 1st troop Avaver- 
cd, and the men began to fall back by eights and lens. The enemy 
were now close on them, and the Oflicers so coini>lutcly occupied ndth 
the enemy, who n-cre moving on them at a slow and determined pace, 
never anticipating being left to fight the Dost’s army themselves, 
merely called out ' Come on ! Charge ! Come on !’ Will it be believed, 
that the men, led ns they Averc in this gallant, this noble manner, 
Iw such oflicers as the 2nd are blessed with, n-ent Mrce.f about, and 
cut like n flock of sheep, from a force fur inferior to them in niim- 
hers ? The 2nd troop did stand hctler, hut they never advanced, and 
Ihch/t squadron, (hough not the first to run, never attempted, nor made 
the slightest effort to support their gallant commanders, Avho they 
saw surrounded and engaged liand to hand ndth the enemy. The 
Afighnn Cavalrj’ n-crc now fairly in our ranks cutting and slashing in all 
directions. Dost Mahomed led his men down the hill — was seen 
to take off his Loongee from his liead, and stand calling out to liis brave 
followers — “ In the name of God and tlic Prophet, fight ; drive those 
Feringeo Kaffirs out of the countrj’, or I am a gone man.” The Cavalrj’ 
were noM' seen coming towards the column in full retreat, ns hard 
as the horses could lay legs to tlic ground, loose horses flj'ing in all 
directions, and the Dost’s Cavalry pursuing tlicm. Captain Fraser 
arrived on his horse, covered with blood ; he had received a deej) cut 
down his back, and his right hand lianging to a hit of skin, detailed the 
disaster in a firm and collected manner, and was then taken to the rear. 
Captain Ponsonhy was brought in, he had received a hall through 
Ids left arm, the top of his left thumb cut off, and a very severe sabre 
cut across the face — cutting his right cheek hone, dividing his nose and 
e.xtending across the left check. His sword, (a superb Prosser, made to 
order for Captain Fraser,) nearlj’ cut in two, and hacked considerably. 
The enemy had cut his reins, which rendered his horse quite un- 
manageable ; and one blow which Avas aimed at his loins, cut his 
jacket and the cantle of his saddle. His charger was shot through 
the neck, and both ears taken off. Nearly all the lolled and Avound- 
ed, including the three Officers, Avere left on the field. Till ndthin 
a feAV minutes of Captain Fraser’s arrival, Ave were congratulating 
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oiir«elrcs on the pluck of the enemy coming down, and ^eemg all 
the charging and flashing of «ahres, concluded that our Cavalry had u 
all their own May But alas, the enemy s high red ianner seen flying 
in our ranks, soon opened our eyes to expect another tale The advanced 
guard now formed into Ime and our guns were drawn up in posi 
tion to receive the enemy , but they passed m front of us at too great a 
distance even for our guns to touch After some delay, the General or- 
dered two companies of the 37th and the Cavaliy to move round to 
the right and search for the missing officers, and directed two of 
Abbott a guns under Lieut Dawes, and the three companies under 
Lieut Rind, to move to the left and attack the enemy, who were 
accumulating on a rocky hill on the flank Botli detachments moved 
off Lieutenant Dawes opened fire on the enemy with mo«t admirable 
preci«ion The high red Standard of the enemy was now carried up 
and planted on the top of the hill , tins the General thought rather 
too much of a good thing and sent orders to Lieut Rind to move 
up with his detachment and take the hill from the enemy The com 
panies moved off covered by the guns The ascent was near to being 
impracticable, and they were exposed to a heavy fire , but fortunately 
most of the shot passed over their heads, and m a short time the compa. 
jues were up and m possession of one of the ughest looking places 
I ever saw m my life A grenadier of th^ 37 th xms saved by hw 
breast plate A hanldar and three men were wounded After driving 
off the enemy and holding the hill for half an hour the companies w ere 
withdrawn Laeut Colonel Salter returned with the bodies of lus late 
Adjutant and Dr Lord — the former without its head » both bodtw 
were naked and much cut Lieutenant Broadfoot’s was not found till 
night when it has brought m nl'o with a head 

•The troops were now withdrawn camp pitched, and we retired 
to rc«t all fully accoutred with tlic full prospect of having a precious 
warm night's work 

• Day break tnmc without a shot hemg fired from our side The 
enemy had decamped, and were said to have gone in Uio direction of 
Ciiorekar 

“ The Bugle funded to arms — and orders were given to strike camp 
and march We reached this by half past 1 r M well tired and fati 
gued 

" Dost Mahomed ^vas onlj seen in the early part of the morning , 
he wore a large white turban and light coloured dress , and ivas always 
attended by a sky blue Banner 

‘ The Afighan* though exceedingly fine men were liadly mounted , 
had our Cavalry charged without any exertion on tlic men’s part 
they mu«t have overthrown them Tlic two wounded Officers tesUfy 
to having left their mark on scvenil Smlars All the enemy w! o came 
diwn were well dressed, and njpeared to carry with them tic air if 
chwttams The Inaa au»tain«d ^ the enemy is wot known ours i» 
pretty corwi Icnille ' 
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Extract of Divismi Orders by Major General c/tareftar 
Commandhiff the “ Kohistan" Field Force, Cun’f’ ’ 

her, 1840. 

“Ist-The Major General Comm^ding the 
the Troops under his command on the complete^.^s received this day of 
yesterday, and which has been confirmed by rej^ » Nijrow.” 
the dispersion and retreat of Dost Mahomed Kj handsome 

“ 2d-The Major General remarked with mucj, Companies of the 37th 
manner and spirited style m which the two flan>a t ^ t 
R egiment, one comply of the i7th Regiment Se Ser 

supported by two G,^ rmder Lieutenant j 

the command of Lieutenant Rind of the 37th ^ p°gg » 
and cleared the heights in front of the “ Purwa;^^,^ expressing his 

'I’n which Captains Fraser, 


3d- 


-Major General Sir Robert Sale canu 


unqualified approbatira of the gaUant manner i^^j Squadrons 

Ponsonby, and the Officers of the 2d Light gallantry on the part 

agamst the enemy, and he deeply regrets that 
of their Officers was not appreciated by the 

' rm TIT . 11 j 1 i this melancholy occasion 

“ 4th— The Major General has to deplore oe,,. PoUticd Agent : 

the loss of three (3) viduable Officers, Doctct s^oadfoot of Engifeers, 
Lieutenant Crispm 2d Light Cavalry, and Liem^j^goni, 2d Light 

as also the services of Captains Fraser and Igj.giy wounded.” 

Cavalry, who, he regrets to say, have been sev 

AMiLTON Wade, M. B. 

H 


1 S9»VS * • 

Another letter from the late scene of actioi 

/ 

-cTTi /-i . • -r. 1 . ' It, his horse became quite 

Wlien Captain Ponsonby s rems were ci, ^ ^ 

unmanageable, ^d gaUoped olF after the flyn^, i^^to it and 

the way, and the borse being unable to happened to be 

threw the Captain; Mr. Bolton, the ndmg n^^ned left to fight for him- 
coming up m rear, he being one of the aban(p„|, observed 

self, by some chance foUowed Captain Ponsi Bolton 

his officer just m time to save his horse jnm^arger, tied the cut rpins 
succeeded in laying hold of Captain P.’s g^mp. 

together, helped his officer up, and brought j^^d also a most providen- 
_ “Mr. McDermot theVetennaxySurgeoi^e^i knocked 

tial escape ; an Affghan cut at him, miSj^ finding himself in this 
the little Vet., oflF his horse. The small uiagygj,j.Qpjj^ Farrier-Maior, 
mess, took to his scrapers, and fortunately 
on the back of whose saddle he mountec 
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m «afety Captain Ponsonby *■ ~ *■ t--- .. 

a fine large powerful Ghuznc 

became very violent, and Iasi ^ . 

eluded the possibility of any horse coming near his heels He killed 
three of the Affghans over, hor®es and all 

The excuse the Cavalry make for not fighting is, that tliey object to 
the English sabres , this is not the first mstance of the kind ' 


The following is the official account of the action — 

To illajor Generai Str IVittooGnBr Cotton, G C B and K C II 
S(C SfC SfC , Cahut 

'* Sir, — Having received intelligence that Dost Mahomed Khan with 
a number of armed followers, had taken possc®<«ion of «ome forts in this 
direction, from which he proposed moving to.day towards tlie Ghorc- 
bund Pass, with the view of effecting a junction vntU his son Maho- 
med Afzul Khan, I determined on endeavouring to fm«tratc the at- 
tempt 

• Accordingly at 6 a m I broke up my Camp at Bamian, the fort of 
Meet Mu'jidee, and moved on this position 

“ An advanced column, consisting of four companies of H M, IStli 
light infantry, the two flank companies of the 37th N I , one company 
of the 27tli N I , two C-pounders of the Shah’s, two squadrons of the 
2d light cavalry, and 200 of Anderson's horse, the whole under tlie com. 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Salter, preceded tlie mam body which was 
commanded by myself 

" On approaching Purwan, the forts and villages were rapidlj ei*a- 
cuated by the enemy, who were seen flying to Uic lulls m great num- 
bers, I cannot compute them at lower than 500 horse and 3500 foot, 
the native reports received swell their numbers to a much luglicr 
amount 

"Dr Lord, who accompanied Col Salter to procure information, sent 
word that he believed if the cavalry proceeded in advance, they would be 
able to cut off some of the fugitives, and in compliance wnth liis rcqueit, 
the 2d Cavalry were ordered to skirt the lull to the ngbt, vvhilc the 
Shah’s bor«c, under Captain Ander«on, took povt on Uie left of the Pass 
to prevent any of the enemy attempting to c«cape m the direction of 
Gliorbund The infantry followed, but their movements were greatly 
retarded by the guns, the progress of which was mucli impeded by the 
numerous vvntcr-cour«C3 that latcrscctcd the road 

" Tlie 2d cavalry Ind preceded the column about a mile, w hen o body 
of the enemy s hone, about 200 m number, 8Uppo«cd to be headed by 
Dost Maliomed in person, came down the bill to attack theta Tlie 
cavalry was formed mto a hue. and led on to the c!»argc by Coptaias 
Fraser and Pon«onby, commanding the two squadron* It is my pain- 
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ful duty to record, that the gallant bearing of these officers was but ill 
seconded by their men ; they both found themselves in the midst of the 
enemy unsupported by their troops, and after being most severely 
wounded, extricated themselves with difficulty, and found their men flying 
before the enemy. I deeply regret to state that Lieutenant Crispin, the 
Adjutant of the regiment, was cut down and lulled, leading his men into 
action ; Dr. Lord was also most unfortunately killed in this affair, and 
Lieut. Broadfoot, of the Engineers, who was also in advance, is missing. 

“ Of the gallantry of Captain Fraser and the other officers of the 2d 
cavalry, wffio led the squadrons of the regiment on the occasion, I can- 
not speak too highl}^ and I regret that their noble example, and the op- 
portunity offered to the 2nd Cavalry of adding to its laurels, have been 
thus neglected by them. 

“ The flank companies of the 37th Regiment and one company of the 
27th Regiment, supported by two guns from Captain Abbott’s Battery, 
and followed by some of the Jaun Bazes, now ascended the hill overlook- 
ing the Pass and Valley of Purwan, which was crowded by the enemy’s 
Infantry, and cleared it in brilliant style; the enemy deserting their 
positions one after the other, and flying in the direction of the Punj- 
shere Valley, where they still cover the liill side in great numbers. 

" The enemy, however, are at too great a distance to admit of my 
following up the advantages I have obtained this evening ; the whole of 
the troops having been under arms %r nine hours ; I have therefore 
encamped on the ground, taking every precaution to guard against a 
night attack. 

“ I beg to enclose the accompanying casualty return, from which you 
will perceive, that excepting the serious disaster sustained in the affair 
of the 2d Cavalry, but httle loss has resulted from the day’s operations. 

Camp Purioan, 2d Nov. 1840. I have, &c. 

R. Sale, Major Genl. 

Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of a Detachment on field service, 

under the command of Major General Sir Robert Sale, K. C. B., on 

the 2d November 1840, Camp Purwan, 2d November, 1840. 

“ Engineers. — Missing, 1 Lieutenant.* 2d Light Cavalry, — ^Icflled 1, 
Adjutant ;t 1 Subadar, 1 Jemadar, and 2 Sepoys; Wounded, 2 Cap- 
tains ;+ 1 Subadar, 1 Havildar, 22 Sepoys, 2 Syces, and 16 Horses. 
Missing, 3 Havildars, 1 Naick, 7 Sepoys, 1 Syce, and 12 Horses. 27th * 
Native Infantry — ^Wounded, 1 Havildar. 37th Native Infantry — 
Wounded 3 Sepoys.” R. Sale, Major General, 

Comdg. Fd. Force, Kohistan. 

" I beg to recommend that Dr. Thompson of the 2d Cavdry, be 
sent out to take charge of the wounded of that Regiment.” 

* Lieutenant Broadfoot. i Cornet and Adjutant Crispin killed. 

I Captains Fraser and Ponsonby severely wounded. 

T 
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On the day following this action, and a feu hours after the Envoj 
had received official intimation of its results, the unfortunate Ex< Ameer 
rode to Cabui, and most unexpectedly delivered himself up a pri«oner. 
llie occurrence was described m a letter from Sir W. Macmghten, to 
Lord Auckland, the Governor General. 


“ I hav e the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Uigld 
Hon’bic the Governor General in Council, that Dost Mahomed Khan, 
the ex-chief, surrendered himself to me yesterday evening. 

“ 1 was returning from my evening nde, and within a few yards of 
my OUT! residence in the citadel, when a single horseman galloped 
up to me, and having sati«fied him«clf that I was the Envoy and 
Mmister, told me that Dost Afahomed Khan was arrived, and sought 
roy protection 

Do«t Mahomed Khan rode up to me, and alighted from his horse 
After the usual salutations, I beg^d him to mount again, and we pro- 
ceeded together to my residence, in the compound of uhich I have 
pitched a tent for the cx-chief, and have provided him with every thing 
necessary to Ins comfort He assured me that he had not been ofF his 
hor«e for twenty-four hours, yet, he «hcwcd but httlc symptom of fatigue, 
and his sclf-po«ses«ion was very*rcroaikable. He put his sword into 
ray Iiand ns a token of submi«sion. but I at once returned it to him, and 
he seemed gratified for this mark of confidenee He asked me about Ins 
family, end, at his oivn suggestion, and m my presence, he nrote letters 
to Ins son Mahomed Afzul and to his two other sons, whose escape 
from Ghuznee vvtis recently rejiortcd, desiring them to come in immedi- 
ately, os he him«elf had confided in my jirotcclion, and been honorably 
received 

“ Dost Maliomed Khan must have come into Cnbul direct from the 
field of battle, without tlic knowledge of any of his adherents in the 
field. 

'* 1 have to lament the lo»s of my a*«istant Mr. P B Ixinl, who was 
unfortunately killed in this affair. Ills Lord«I>ip in Council is too well 
nequamted with the teal and abilities of the deceased officer to require 
any culogtum from me '* 

Immediately after Do«t .Mahomed's euTTCtiilcr, it was resolvetl to semi 
him to India with his sons, under the cart of Captain P. Nicobon of the 
Sliah's Cavalry, as'igning to him n handsome jicnsion, and leaving hn 
place of residence to be arranged hy the Governor General in Council 
'I'he troops were recalled from the KohUtan, with the exception of a 
detachment of Goorkhas left nt ChareeVar ; and as a llngade was on il* 
war to Cabal, (escorting a convoy), through the Punjab, it wav now 
judged ndn»able to kcnd hack the Euro^iean Ilcgiment wiUi r?o«t Ufa- 
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homed, and two Companies of the 27th Native Infantry, (which had 
previously come to Cabul with a convoy of stores,) as an escort to Sir 
Willoughby Cotton, whose command had expired. Major General 
Elphinstone succeeded Sir Willoughby Cotton in the Affghanistan com- 
mand, and H. M. 44th Regiment, under Colonel Shelton, replaced the 
Bengal Europeans, llie 2d Regt. of Light Cavalry was struck out of 
the Army List, as a punishment for the poltroonery of the troops in the 
hour of trial, and the dastards were dispersed with ignominy. A new 
corps, denominated the 11th, was raised to supply the place of the 2d, 
and to preserve to the gallant surviving officers of the latter corps, the 
advantages derivable from their position, in the service. 


The surrender of Dost Mahomed would, it was supposed, have con- 
duced to the final settlement of Affghanistan. The disaffected, it was 
imagined, had lost their rallying point, and nothing remained but to 
place a sufficient force in the neighbourhood of the Ghilzies, — who, 
pnder any circumstances maintained a sort of wild independence, — and 
to put the hill tribes upon ample allowances, to ensure a permanent and 
tranquil occupation of the country. There can be little doubt that this 
policy carried out, in the fullest and most liberal sense, would have given 
to Shah Soojah a much larger tenure of his authority, even if it did not 
ensure a life-possession of the throne with succession to his progeny. 
But a sufficiency of troops was not retained, nor was good faith kept 
with the mountaineers who forsook their wonted lawless pursuits for a 
stipulated consideration. The sequel exhibits the consequences of too 
much confidence in Shah Soojah’s hold upon the affections of his sub- 
jects, while unawed by the presence of a large army, and vigilant 
political agents ; and too strong an assurance of the impunity of dis- 
honesty. 

Two years had now elapsed since the British forces marched from 
Ferozepore, to carry out the purposes of the Proclamation of 1st October 
1838. During that interval, Runjeet Sing, and his successor, Kurruck 
Sing, had died. The heir apparept, Nao Nehal Sing had been killed by 
the fall of the archway of a gate under which he was passing, while 
forming part of the funeral procession after the death of Kurruck Sing ; 
and Shere Sing, another son of Runjeet’ s, w'as now contesting the pos- 
session of the throne with the widow of Nao Nehal Sing, who pretended 
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that she was enceinte at the tune of her husband a demise The com- 
motion in the Punjab arising out of this contest, led the Government of 
India to assemble a considerable force upon the Sutledge to act as cir 
cumstances might render necessary, either as a support to the party 
whose succession was of the most importance to British interests, 
to guard against frontier aggressions, or to keep open the communica 
tion with Afghanistan A very few weeks, how ever, sufficed to settle the 
question m favour of Shere Sing, whose supremacy wus assured by the 
adhesion of the disciplmed portion of the army, and the support of 
Dhyan Sing, the Minister The force which was assembled at Feroze 
pore, was therefore counter-ordered 

It has probably been remarked in the dispatches of the latest dates, m 
the foregomg pages that the titles and rank of many of the Officers 
named, differ from those home by them at the commencement of the 
campaign It is due to them, and to the Government which they 
served, to take the occasion of this division of the four years’ history to 
mention that honors and distinctions had been freely, if not lavishly, 
bestowed upon all who had distmguished themselves, either by pohtieol 
services or military skill and gallantry Lord Auckland was himself 
created an Bari, Mr Macnaghten aBaronet, Sir John Keane, as rdready 
stated, ^vas raised to the Peerage Captam Burnes was Knighted, and 
permitted to hold the rank of Lieut -Colonel m Affghamstan , Lieut 
Colonel Wade was likewise Knighted, Bngadier Sale was created a 
Major General, and honored with the decoration of a Knight Commander 
of the Bath, Lieut Col ThackwellwasKmghted, a large Queen’s Brevet 
advanced many Majors to the rank of Lieut -Colonel, and numerous 
Capteuns to the rank of Major in the Army, while Companionships of 
the Bath, and the different classes of the Dooranee order were distn- 
buted to all who had been foremost m the race for distmction 
The pohtical and commercial consequences of the two years’ campaign 
were m the lughest degree satisfactory The Nepaulese drew in their 
horns , conspiracies m the Deccan and the Southern Mahratta country 
were discovered and crushed The Burmese withdrew all manifestabans 
of hostihty The Persians totally abandoned their design upon Herat 
and Affghamstan, and the Khivans yielded readily to our representations 
of tlic importance of conceding the demands of Russia La^ quantities 
of Bntish Indian produce and manufactures to t!ic value of thirty-eight 
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liics of nipcc5, found tlioir wny into Afl'glmnistan by tlic Indus nnd tbc 
Punjnub, nud there npjierircd to be. cvei*j' reasonable prosjjcct of a con- 
siderable extension of tlic trade under increased protection and security 
of transit. 


The o]icning of the year 1841 found Anglmnistnn tranquil, with the 
c.xcejition of the pronnee of Zemindwaur, where the Ghilzics, under a 
chieftain named Uctar Kiian, were still in a state of insurrection. To 
di.'=j)cr.'=e thc.<=c rebels, a small detachment was sent tinder Captain Far- 
rington of the Hengid Army, whose success in executing the task confid- 
ed to him is described below : — 

To C.^iTAiN* l^or.wttnM;, 

Major of Jirifjnih, Candahar. 

Sin, — " I have tlic honor to rcjiorl us follows for tlic information of 
Major General Nott, Commanding. 

'* You are already aware that the detachment under my command 
reached Koosh-Ivina-Kood on the 28tli ultimo, where we halted on the 
following day, to ennhlcLicut. Elliot to complete hi.s arrangements. On tlic 
morning of the .'lOtli, we moved on Sungboor, IG miles in the direction 
of Saenran Killah, where the force under Mahomed Allum Khan had 
been completely AVor.«tcd the evening before by tlic rebels. Ids giins 
taken from him, etc. etc. Ulic unfortunate defeat had been the means 
of enabling the rebel chief to gain many adherents, and his force from 
all nccountc was beginning to assume a formidable njijicarancc. It was 
therefore deemed advisable to make our movements ns rajiidly and se- 
cretly as possible. For this purjiosc, the detachment moved on Girisk 
on tlic morning of the 3 1st, distant 25 miles, crossing the river 
Hellmond. 7’he rebels imagining we were moving on their position at 
Saenvan Killah, had arranged to make a chtpaxoak on the Girisk fort, 
and liad crossed the river for that purpose. 

“ On the 1st January we continued our march to Kareegha, 22 miles, 
and by so doing, the rebels, uncertain of our actual position, -were in a 
manner outwitted ; for at one time they thought there was another force 
in their rear. On the 2d, a halt was indispensable, to refresh men and 
cattle, but the information received having led us to suppose that the 
enemy were in our vicinity, a reconnoitring party, consisting of Guddo 
Khan’s horse, and some of the 1st Cavalr)% with Lieutenants Patterson 
and Hawkins, H. A. proceeded in the direction ofLundieNowah. This 
party proved to be of the most essential service, for it was ascertained 
by them, that the enemy had actually taken up a position near the 
village of that name. 

“ Accordingly, on the morning of the 3rd, the force moved soon after 
sun-rise, and about 10 a. m. reached the heights, in front of the village 
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of Lundie Nowah, where the rchels had tahen up a strong position 
amongst Sand Hills, with a canal along tlieir rear Guddo Khan’s Re- 
salkh Tvith Lieutenant Patterson hanng succeeded in driving in their 
advance posts gave time for the guns under Lieut Hawkins, support- 
ed by the 2nd Regt N I . to get into position A well directed fae of 
•shrapnel and grape having been opened on the rebels, amounting to 12 
or 1500 horse and foot were prevented crossing the le't of the heights 
behmd which they were ensconced Ihe Infantry followed up the ad. 
vantage thus gained by the ArtiUery, and under a heavy fire of matcii 
locks, dro%e the enemy completely from their position The rebels had 
been drawn up in four divisions, two of which attempted to turn our 
left, but unsuccessfully, the Cav^ry having charged and defeated their 
object in that quarter By this time the flight svas pretty general, and 
the party of the 1st Cavalry with Guddo Khan’s Resilah, pursued 
and completed the route One Standard was taken The killed and 
wounded on our side are as annexed That of the enemy amounted to 
sixty left dead on the field amongst which a Chief, Fuegbolah AUzza 
The wounded were proportionally great, but as the enemy earned them 
all away, their numbers cannot be estimated correctly Having refresh 
ed my men at Lundie Nowah by half an hour’s halt, the detachment 
continued its march on Shomek, the stronghold of the rebel chieftain, 
where the guns lost by Mahomed Alluro Khan were recaptured 

* I also beg to mention that «mce Lieut Elliot, the rohtical Agent, 
first joined me at Koo«h-Kina Kood, I have found his information with 
regard to the country and the movements of the rebels to have been 
most accurate, and his arrangements for the supplies and forage of the 
troops most admirable 

" In conclusion where all have done their duty, it would be invidious 
to name individuals but from the circumstances of Guddo Khan’s 
Resallah not being a component part of the regular force, I may be ex* 
cu*ied in bringing to the notice of the Major General, the con‘«picuou5 
gallantry of the leader and his men , his lo«s has been most Be\erc, as 
5 ou mil see from the return 

‘ I have the honor to enclose an extract of detachment orders on the 
occasion for the Major General s information ” I ha%e, &c 
H W Farrington, Capt 

Corny Deiach on Ft^lJ Senicf 


Attract of Detachment Orders by Capt Farrington, Commont/iny Camp 
Sharach, 3rd January 1841 

‘ The Commanding Officer has to congratulate the troops under hi« 
command upon the short and decisive victory gained by them thi* 
morning, over the rebel troops under Auctnr Khan, and returns his Iw't 
thinks to all, both officers and men for the cool and gallant conduct 
thej evinced 
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" To Licul. Iluwkius, commimding the Avlillcry, the Conimaiuling 
Othccr's best thunks arc ilue for the quick and able manner in winch he 
brought his gnus into action. 

“ The Commanding OHiccr also begs that Lieut. Maclean, 2nd llcgt. 
N. I., will accept his best thanks for the able and judicious manner in 
which he moved and disposed of the regiment, for the time under his 
command.” 

T. F. P.VTi'i'iiso.v, Lieut. 

Dctuclimeut SUiJL 


licliirii of Killed, IKouiided, (iiid Uli.csing of the Detachment, commanded 

by Captain F.muiixotox on the 3r</ instant, at Loodcnamoiu, Camp 

Shahrac, Ath Jan, lS-11. 

2d llegt. N. 1. — One Lieut, and one Sepoy severely, and one Lieut, 
and two Sepoys slightly wounded. 

H. Arty. S. F. — One Horse killed and one severely wounded. 

RcssalaJi 1st Rcgt. Light. Cav, — One Havildar and one Horse killed ; 
three Sepo 3 ’s and three Horses severely, and five Sepoys and one Horse 
slightly wounded. 

llessala AfFghan Horse. — ^Two Sepoys and four Horses killed ; seven 
Horses severely, and one Sepoy and five Horses slightly wounded. 

This, for a short time, checked the spirit of rebellion, but did not 
effectually crush it. 

In Scinde, Mr. Ross Bell, the Political Agent, and Colonel Stacy, 
continued to exert themselves to bring the Brahoes to terms, while 
Capt. Lewis Brown employed bis influence with the Murrees to recon- 
cile them to the new order of things. Their efforts were tolerably 
successful. It was not found so easy, however, to induce the Kujjuk 
tribe to recognise their obligation to the Government. They refused to 
pajf the previous year’s tribute, and shutting themselves up in the fort 
of Sebee, about 40 miles N, E. of Dadur, bid defiance to the Political 
Agent. Upon this. Major General Brookes sent a detachment under 
Col. Wilson of the Bombay Cavalry to coerce them. The detachment 
consisted of a wing from the 2d Bombay Cavalry, one from the 2d 
Grenadiers, one from the 20th N. I., a troop of European Artillery, and 
the whole of Lieutenant Curtis’ Irregular Horse. Colonel Wilson imme- 
diately attacked the fort, but, after three hours’ and a half most des- 
perate fighting was obliged to retreat. Lieutenant Creed of the 
Artillery, and Lieutenant Falconer of the 2nd Grenadier Guards, were 
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Companies of the former Corps and one of the latter, ■with two six- 
pounders, the former under the command of Capt Scott, and the latter 
of Capt, Swayne, of H M ’s 44th R^t to crown and move along the 
heights to the right on the “west side of the Valley I myself, with the 
mam body, composed of the remaining Companies of H M ’s 44th un- 
der Lieut. Col Mackrell, and of the 27th Regt N I under Lieutenant 
Colonel Palmer, inth two guns under Captain NichoU of the Horse 
Artillery, supported hy the let Regiment of Jaun Bauz under Lieut Gold- 
rag, and a ^uadron of Shah s 2d Cavalry under Lieut Mayne, pro- 
ceeded up the centre of the Valley Captain Craigie, with the Sl^'s 
3d Infantry Regiment, the Mountain Tram under Captain Backhouse, 
3d Jaun Bauz under Lieutenant Dowson, and a numerous body of Ooloos 
or Moolkeahs, made a considerable detour and entered the valley of the 
Eastern Pass » 

“ The more fortunate position of Capt Ferns with his Corps on the 
extreme nght brought him in immediate contact with the enemy as they 
were driving off their herds and flocks, and retiring with their women 
and children, and as these were inchmog over to the left side of the 
valley to get out of his reach, the party of two hundred under Hyder 
AUi Native Commandant, very opportunely met them from that side, 
when most of the cattle fell into our hands, and several men were killed 
and wounded on both sides , a party of Jaun Bauz under Lieut Goldmg, 
made a 8ucce«sful charge amongst the fugitives and killed several 

" The conduct of Captain Ferns and the men of his Corps was con- 
spicuous throughout the day , they attacked the enemy with great gal- 
lantry, and pursued them wi& determined bravery over almost macce«si 
ble heights, dnnng the enemy before them under a galling fire, as did 
also the parties under Captains Scott and Swayne I much regret that 
Captain Fems’s Corps have suffered some loss Several Compames of H 
M *8 44th Regt and 27th Regt N 1 were out during the day on 
skirmishing parties, and on every occasion displayed a conspicuous bra- 
very that ensured success 

‘ A few me ’ ' . , , , 

gates, which of the Engi 

neers, suppor ^ , ‘ Regt under 

Capt Robinson It is to me o source of deep regret to have to report, 
that the second occasion proved fatal to Lieut Pigou, who was hloivn up 
and killed on the spot and the body throivn a distance of eighty yards 
by the sudden expIo«ion of the powder bags— -the cool intrepidity with 
which he performed this trying duty does credit to his memory , ra him 
the service has lost a talented and promismg young Officer 

“ The Nazian Valley, which is about eight miles ra length is «tuddcd 
with forts from one extremity to the otlier, some of them are formid- 
able positions The advance of the Troops was one continued course of 
success, and hy one o'clock nearly the whole of this formidable valley 
and all the forts, too numerous to enumerate, were ra our pos«c««ioo 
•* Lieut Colonel Mackrell, comnmnding H M 'fi 44tli Regiment, and 
Lieut. Colonel Palmer, commanding the 27th Regiment N I , arc co- 
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titled to my best thanks for the steady shpjiort they alForded while 
adraneing. 

“ I am greatly indebted to my Major of Brigade, Captain Grant, and 
to Captain Bellow, Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, for the 
zeal and attention they displayed, and the able assistanoe they ren- 
dered me throughout the daj'. 

" I have to acknowledge the important sendees of Captain Baton, 
Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, who accompanied me as 
Field Engineer, and who conducted the right eolumn of attack under 
Captain Scott, with a skill and judgment higlily creditable to that Officer. 

" I am indebted to Captain Douglas, Assistant Adjutant General, who 
volunteered to accompany the column, for his able assistance. 

“ Captain Balderson, of the 1 6th Regiment N. I., who also volun- 
teered his services, made himself generally useful. 

“ I should not do justice to Captain Hopldns, of the Shah’s Sersdee, 
did I not notice the zeal evinced by this. Officer in volunteering to 
accompany liis oum Corps, the 27th Regiment N. I., and who did good 
service with the right column of attack. Lieut. Towgood, Officiating 
Sub-Assistant Commissary General, is entitled to my best thanks for 
the excellent arrangements adopted for the necessary supplies. 

“The useful information and able assistance aiforded by Captain 
Mackeson, Political Agent, greatly facilitated our success. 

" I have not yet received the returns of casualties, but which to the 
best of my information, amount to about eight lolled and twenty-five 
wounded ; the loss on the part of the enemy has not been ascertained, 
but it is calculated they must have had from forty to fifty killed and 
wounded. 

“ I propose advancing again to-morrow, with a view to get possession 
of the southern extremity of the valley.” 

I have the honor, &c. 

J. Shelton, Brigadier, 
Comdg. Force in the Nazian Valley. 


To Major General Elphinstone, C. B., Commanding in Affghanistan, on 
his march ioiuards Cabool via Peshawar, Camp Nazian Valley, 25th 
February, 1841. 

Sir, — “ I have the honor to report that I left my Camp this morning 
at 6 o’clock and proceeded with a part of the force up the Valley 
which contracts into a narrow defile lined with forts, in many parts 
confined to the bed of the Nullah, with precipitous rocky sides : the 
enemy appeared in small numbers on the tops of the hills to the right 
and left, but retired as we advanced. After proceeding about three 
miles from the place where I had left the 3d Shah’s Infantry Regiment 
yesterday, we came to an open cultivated space studded with forts, 
apparently forming the Southern, extremity of the Nazian Valley. 
From this point another valley winds round to the South-west, lined 
with forts: and to the left a narrow defile with perpendicular sides, 
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the -Width of the bed of the Nullah leads into an uninhabited! alley 
running South east, in which only one dilapidated tower is visible 
“ The absence of all mfonaation with regard to the nature of the val 
ley, its extent or difficulties, tended to render an advance through such 
formidable defiles somewhat appalling The skill displayed by the 
flanking parties m surmounting and crowning almost inaccessible heights 
removed every obstacle by thus taking the forts in reverse, and deter- 
ring the enemy from retamuag poasession from the certainty of being 
surrounded without hope of escape by having their retreat cut off 
“ The number of forts now in our possession amount to eighty four 
It IS my painful duty to report the death of Captain Douglas, As‘<i9 
tant Adjutant General, a parly of the enemy fired upon us while 
advancing and unfortunately shot him dead by mj side Captain 
Douglas was a talented officer, of much experience, and is a real lo=s 
to the service I the more deplore the death of this excellent officer, as 
It was the only casualty that occurred this day 

“My present advanced position is about twelve miles from the en- 
trance of the valley 

" Herewith I beg to enclose a Return of Killed, Wounded, and Miss 
mg on the 24th instant ” I have, &c., 

J Sheltox, Rriyotfier 
Cmmff tAe Force tn the Nasian Valley 


Setum of Killed and Wounded of the Force under the Command of JJn 
gaiiet J Shelton, m the attack on the Kastan Valley on the 24M 
Fei 1841. Camp Naztan Valley, 24th Feb 1841 



Engineer®, ij 0 0 0 o! o! 0 0 o! 0 

H M ‘s 44th Regiment, 0 9 0, 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

3d Inf Regt H M S S F 0 0 0 0 0 0, 0 1 1 0| 0 

Jazeclchie Regiment 0 0 1 C 0 0. 0 2 18 0 5 

l^tRcgt ofJanBaz, o| 0 Oj 1 7 2] l| 0 3 19] 0 

Total, ill 9 l’ ? ?! s' l| 3 23 lio] 5 

Name of Officer Killed —Lieut Pjgou, of Engineers 
d SfiBLTov, jprrydr. Cowdy the Force tn the Nastan Valley 
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About six weeks subsequent to this, it was found necessary to send 
a party against a fort in the neighbourhood of Khelat-i-Ghilzie. There 
is no official communication extant descriptive of the attack, but in the 
newspapers of the day it is stated, that “ a force, consisting of Captains 
Macan’s and Griffin’s corps, some of Captain Christie’s cavalry, and a 
few guns, had moved towards Kelat-i-Ghilzie, and Macan on arrival, 
moved at once to capture one of the forts in their neighbourhood. 
Lieutenant Hoppe led on a storming party supported by Captain Macan 
with another company, and on the arrival of the party at the gate of the 
fort, about 11 o’clock p. m.. Captain Sanders of the Engineers placed the 
bag of powder, and succeeded in blowing down the gate. Hoppe then 
rushed forward with his company, but was felled to the earth by a stone 
hurled at him by the defenders. Macan and Sanders were more fortu- 
nate, and getting into the fort, aided by Hoppe, who presently recover- 
ed, went to work in first rate style. The chief and fifteen men were 
killed, five were wounded, and a few prisoners were captured, the other 
part of the garrison having escaped over the walls. Captain Macan and 
Lieutenant Hoppe were both wounded, slightly, but Captain Sanders, 
we regret to say severely, having carried away three wounds. Macan 
is said to have brought down three, Sanders two men.” 

The continued risings of the Ghilzies requiring the permanent pre- 
sence of troops, it was deemed expedient by the Government to cause a 
strong fortress at Khelat-i-Ghilzie to be placed in such a state of de- 
fence as would admit of its being occupied by a garrison, which could 
keep the surrounding country in check, and effectually resist a siege or 
other attack. This measure was of course extremely distasteful to the 
Ghilzies, who attempted to interrupt the works by surrounding the 
small body of troops. Upon intelligence of this demonstration on the 
part of the Ghilzies reaching Candahar, Colonel Wymer, with 400 of 
the 38th, and the remainder of Christie’s horse, commanded by Captain 
Leeson, and four Horse Artillery guns, moved with stores towards the 
fort, but when within two or three marches of their destination, the 
Ghilzies hastened from Khelat-i-Ghilzie, and made for the approaching 
troops. Captain Macan, ‘ eager for the fray,’ immediately gave chase 
with a portion of his force, but not coming up with them, nor being 
able to gain any intelligence of their movements, the Captain suspect- 
ing a feint, and that, perhaps, the Ghilzies had returned by another 
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route to surprize the garrison, halted for the mght The Ghilzies 
mo\ed on, and coming upon Col 'WyinCT’a force m the mght and m 
camp, they, fully three thousand m nomher, immediatdy attacked our 
troops, who had formed, m front, rushing down to the bayonets They 
were repulsed, but again and again made the attempt m very gallant 
style , this failmg, they tned the flank and turned it, hut got well 
drubbed for their pains They exhibited a most detenmned spirit, only 
exceeded by the truly loyal and gallant behaviour of the sepoys, who, 
when solicited by the Ghilzies to give up their charge, under promises of 
reward and protection, rephed by discharges of musketry Their bra- 
very repulsed every attack, end at length drove the Ghihzies off the 
field Next mommg seventy of the enemy were found to have fallen 
It is impossible to say what the number of wounded may be, as the 
Ghilzies ran every nsk m carrymg them away , but it was, no doubt, 
considerable Colonel Wymer’s force was too small to pursue them 
Our disasters were, 38th N I , one Sepoy killed and 10 shgbtly wounded, 
I^eeson’s horse, 3 killed and 6 wounded The Artillery a horse or two 
killed Total 4 killed and 15 wounded Colonel Wymer’s coolness and 
arrangements, when surprized, ore said to have been admirable, and 
both officers and men behaved os gallantly as the Bengol Infantry usu- 
ally do 

Subjoined is Colonel Wymer’s own account of the affair, nddre«sed to 
the Assistant Adjutant General at Candahar 

Kelat‘t GAi/rie, May 31, 1^41. 

“ Sib.— I have the honor to report for the information of Major Ge- 
DeUiil neral Nott, commondmg at Candahar, that shortly 
2 guns Horse ArtiUe^ gljgj. amval of the detachment under my corfl- 

Cava^ry^ mand, as noted per margin at Eelmee on the ]19th 

4 companies SStbRegi- instant, information was brought me that a large 

2l°^men^ Sappers 4 ^^ bodyof GdzierebebwcreinmoUomwth thcsuppo-cd 

Minew intention of attacking my detachment, and capturing 

the convoy under my charge, and a few hours after the report, statra 
that they bad dispersed At 6 r m my scout again returned with intel- 
ligence. that the whole of the rebel force, headed by the Gooroo and 
Sultan Khan, Gilzie chief*, were m full march for the purpose of attack- 
ing my detachment, which was also confirmed by the return of Captain 
Leeson, who had gone wnth a large reconnoitring party Onlcrs wre 
immediately given for the troops to get under arms, and I proceeded to 
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select the most favorable spot for a position to receive the enemy, a 
short time prior to which some low hills in the distance were observ'ed 
through telescopes to be covered with troops, both horse and foot, dis- 
tant about three miles. I immediately placed the detachment in the 
chosen position, and then awaited the arrival of the enemy, it being 
quite out of my power, from the small ])arty of troops and magnitude 
of the convoy, for me to act othenvise than on the defensive. 

“About half-past five i>. m. the enemy w’ere observ’ed to form and ad- 
vance to the attack in one dense mass — ^when about nine hundred yards 
distant, the two srx-pounders opened upon them witli beautiful precision 
and effect, on which the enemy separated into three distinct columns, 
and advanced in the most cool and deliberate manner, with the evident 
intention of making a simultaneous attack upon both my flanks and 
centre, wiiich was met with the greatest coolness and gallantrj’’ by the 
small detachment, in which they were assisted by a small party of horse 
under Guddoo Khan, wiio had taken up a position on a slight eminence 
for the protection of m)' left. The enemy were permitted to approach 
to within a very short distance, wiien a cool and destructive fire was 
poured into them from the infantry line, which, after some continuance, 
caused their troops, from the right and centre, to unite with those on 
their left, resting upon and limiting the steep banks of the 'I'hinuck 
river. This caused a corresponding change in my position to be necessary, 
which, although under a galling foe, was effected with the greatest stea- 
diness, in proof of which I may state, that during the execution of the 
movement, the left of the 38th W’as attacked in the most determined 
manner by a large body of infantry armed with dra^vn sw^ords, who 
seeing our men in motion, must have thought they were retreating, and 
uttering a loud shout rushed in upon them, and the rapidity witli wiiich 
the men reformed and repulsed the attack, elicited my warmest appro- 
bation. 

“ From this time the combined efforts of the enemy were directed to 
all points until about 10 r. Ji., without their gaining one single advan- 
tage, (to w'hich time from the commencement of the attack, an incessant 
fire was thrown in upon my detachment,) when they wnre finally and 
completely dispersed. 

“ On the commencement of the attack, the enemy were said to num- 
ber 2590 horse and foot, and during the engagement, they wnre joined 
by twn strong reinforcements when, from the information I subsequently 
gained, the numbers cannot be estimated at less than five thousand men. 

" The loss on the part of the enemy must have been very consider- 
able, and sixty-four bodies and six or seven horses were left dead on the 
field ; and I have every reason to suppose, that from the time of their 
retreat till a little before day-break they were employed in removing 
their killed and wounded, who did not fall in the immediate vicinity of 
my position. I am led to this conclusion, from the circumstance of 
numerous moving lights having been seen throughout the night, and 
also from the reports of the inhabitants of the country. On being re- 
pulsed, the enemy withdrew to the left bank of the Turnuck, ahd moved 
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off about day-break on the morning of the 30th, since which I have been 
unable to gam any mformation relative to their movements, except that 
It IS currently reported that they have all dispersed 

“ 2 cannot omit to mention the ready obedience yielded by the wing 
of the 38th, when ordered to cease firing at a time when they were ex- 
posed to a heavy fire, a measure which vvas rendered temporarily nece«sa- 
ry after the order was given, not a shot was heard until again ordered 
to commence thus affording the most convincing proof of their steadi- 
nes9 and attenbon to the commaDds of their ofBcers 

“ I have much pleasure m expres««ing my entire approbation of the 
conduct of the European and Native commissioned, non comnus'ioned 
officers and men of the detachment and in order that you may be in full 
pos*e«siQn of my sentiments on this point, I beg to subjoin an extract of 
an order which I deemed it proper to issue on the subject — 

‘“It now becomes the mo«t agreeable part of Lieutenant Colonel 
Wymer's duty to express m detachment orders the very high sense he 
entertains of the gallantry of the different European officers he had the 
honor to command in the unequal contest of yesterday — and to reque«t 


artillery practice was conducted by Ueutenant Hawkins conunandiog, 
whidi created awful havock m the ranks of the enemy, to the admura- 
tion of the troops present 

‘ ‘ The broken nature of the ground on which the action took place, 
was too unfavourable to admit of any extensive display of cavalry move- 
ments , they had however one opportunity of charging the enemy, which 
charge was perfectly successful and prevented any renewal of the attack 
in that quarter One hundred and fifty of the cavalry also were dis- 
tnbuted about the camp, and their good conduct drew forth the praise 
of the officers under whose command they were placed, and all that 
could be done by that brunch of the service, was most ably executed by 
Captain Leeson m command, assisted by Lieutenant Moorcroft of the 
Madras Army, who volunteered bis services To Captain Leeson great 
praise is due for the expert manner m which the arduous duty of piCrol 
mg the hills right and left of the road, from the period of the convoy's 
marclungfrom Candahar was conducted 

“ ‘To Captain Scott, in immediate command of the wing of the 38tb 
Regiment, Lieut Colonel Wymer feels much indebted for the valuable 
assistance he received from him, and for which he thus publicly tenders 
his unfeigned thanks, and the same are not less due to Lieutenants 
Pocklmgton, Tytler, and Farquhaison, for the very attentive manner m 
which they conducted the duties of the posts assigned to their charge, 
each of which had its due effect in repeUing the funous and repeated 
charges of the enemy for n penod of nearly four hours 
" ‘To Lieut Watcrfield, Acting Adjubmt to the regiment, Lieutenant 
Colonel Wymer al«o fccl« him«clf much indebted for the various aids 
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afforded by him, and the expeditious manner in which the sudden calls 
for reinforcements were so readily obeyed. 

“ ‘ Lieutenant Jeremie, Staff Officer to the detachment, has, during this 
affair, proved of the greatest use to the Lieutenant Colonel from his 
knowledge of the Persian language, and the duties pertaining to his 
office. Doctor Jacob’s professional skill and attention to the wounded 
in hospital on both sides, need no encomiums from the commanding 
officer’s pen ; they have been all that he could wsh. 

" ‘ To the whole of the commissioned, non-commissioned, European 
and Native officers and soldiers. Lieutenant Colonel Wymer offers his 
most sincere praise and thanks, for the great exertions manifested by 
them in this trying contest.’ ” 

I have, &c. 

G. P. Wymeb, Lieiil. Col. 

In charge of Detachment. 


The next proof on record that the disaffection in the neighbourhood 
of the Helmund had not been suppressed, is furnished in the following 
General Order by the Supreme Government, and the dispatch which it 
publishes ; — 

“ Notification, Fort William, Secret Department, the dth August, 
1841. — ^The Right Honorable the Governor General of India in Coun- 
cil has much pleasure in publishing for general information, the follow- 
ing copy of a dispatch, reporting the signal defeat of a large body of 
insurgents, by a detachment of His Majesty Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, 
serving under British Officers, and His Lordship in Council is glad to ex- 
press his approbation of the conduct of Captain Woodburn, commanding 
the Detachment, and cordially concurs with him in his praise of the 
Officers and Men, by whom, under circumstances of difficulty, he was 
gallantly supported. 

By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council, 

T. H. Maddock, Secy, to the Govt, of India.” 

“ Camp Girishk, 5th July, 1841. 

Sir, — “ Conformably with the instructions conveyed in Captain Rip- 
ley’s (Fort Adjutant) letter to my address, under date the 27th ultimo, 
I have the honor to report for the information of Major General Nott, 
commanding, the operations of the detachment under my command 
since leaving Candahar. 

“ On reaching Kaash-kee-na-kood on the morning of the 1st instant, 
the Assistant Political Agent mth my detachment (Lieut. Pattenson) 
intimated to me that he had received information of Ukhtar Khan being 
stiU before Girishk with a body of 3,000 men, but thought it probable he 
would move in the direction of Sharuck, on learning the near approach 


X 
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of my detachment. I therefore determined to mareh next morning to 
Sungboor, instead of proceeding by the usual route to Girishk, in order 
that I might be nearer the enemy in case they should move up the river, 
and still be able to reach the ford opposite Girishk by the same number 
of marches. 

“ On arrival at'Sunghoor, on the morning of the 2nd instant, I was 
informed by Lieut. Pattenson, that Ukhtar Khan had not left Girishk, and 
that from every account received, he was determined to meet my detach- 
ment before the place, and oppose my crossing the Helmund. I con- 
sequently marched at 8 o’clock in the evening, and reached the ford op- 
posite Girishk a little before day-break on the 3rd instant, when Lieut. 
Pattenson (who preceded the detachment) acquainted me that all the 
fords were in possession of the enemy, and that the one at which I had 
halted was not practicable for either cavalry or infantry, hut that at 
Sumboolee, about three miles further up the river, cavalry could cross, 
and that the infantry ford was a mile further down. I accordingly 
directed Captain Hart to ford at Sumboolee with the 2nd Regt. of 
Janhaz, and to move down upon the enemy while I was crossing the 
remaiader of the detachment at the ford described by the Assistant Poli- 
tical Agent, as only ’knee deep.' In July 1839, I had frequently 
crossed the river at this ford, and bad therefore no reason to doubt the 
accuracy of Lieut. Pattensou’a information, hut on reaching the place, 
was greatly disappointed to find that, owing to the depth and rapidity 
of the current, the ford was totally impracticable. 

" From the high grounds at this plaw, I could distinctly see the rebel 
force drawn up on the opposite bank, about half a mile from the river j 
the Infantry were formed on the open plmn, and appeared to number 
3000, but the gardens near the fort were swanning with men, who com- 
menced moving out on my detachment coming m sight, I now dis- 
covered that Captain Hart had crossed the river, and was moving down 
the right bank in excellent order, agreeably to the instructions I had 
given him ; and finding that it was impossible for me to cross the river 
at any of the fords below, I was apprehensive that he might be surpris- 
ed by the enemy, and be hard pressed before he could regain the ford at 
which he had crossed. * ' ’ ' . . » « j 

not been able to effect a 
bank of the river at Suml 

that the rebels had moved up to the ford, and taken up their position 
on the opposite bank, but aj-.- «*’.r 

and the long march during ' ■ ■ • ■ ■ 

a few rounds of round sEo , 

gardens and villages two tmlcs further up, when I immediately pitched 


the village of Sumboolee for about n mile up the river) with bor«cmcfi, 
to watch the rebels, and bring instant intelligence of any movement that 
might take place. 
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" Al)o\il -1’ V. M., a «tir was jicrcejiUblc in the rebel eamj), and they 
MX'ined prejmrin" for u move. I accordingl)* .‘Struck mine, and detached 
Lient. tiohiing witli his Jnnbaz regt. to watch their movements and 
opjjose their crossing the river, should such prove to be their object. 
About 6 o’clock I rcccivctl intelligence from this ofliccr, that the enemy 
had .succeeded in crossing the ford (some three mile.s distant from my 
])osition) before he coidd reach it, and were moving down in large 
bodies. I immediately changed my frojil, atul took ground a little to 
the left, wbieh I considered the best position attainable under all cir- 
cumstances. The guns were placed between the dtb iuulStb companies 
of the olh Infantrj’, and the two .Innbaz regts. were formed on either 
Hank, and 1200 Suwar.-; were posted in rear to protect the baggiigc and 
watch the nciplibouring ford, in case any portion of the enemy should 
nllcinpt a pass:\gc by it also : in this order I remained until I could 
discover their i>oint of attack, which was soon unmasked by a large body 
of Infantr\' moviiig towards my left, when I fortlnritb changed jmsition 
of the light com])any of the 5th Infantry*, throwing hack Lieut. Golding’s 
Janhaz regt., and forward the guns and remaining conipanics of the 5th 
Uogt. with Captain Mart's Janhaz corps thrown hack at a right angle 
with the Grenadier compariy of the 5th Uegt. to protect the right of 
the position. 

'riic attack on the left was made with great boldness, hut was re- 
pulsed by the well-directed fire from the guns and the three companies 
on thcir'lcft. Failing in this, the enemy moved oil' towards the right, 
hut were again met i)y a roost destructive fire from the guns and the 
five companic.? of infnntr}* on their right. 

“ Large hodic.« of horse and foot were now seen crowding along the 
heights to the right of the infantrj’, and shortly after they moved down 
on Cajit. Hart’s Janhaz corps, forcing it hack on the baggage in the 
rear, and a portion of them even succeeded in getting close up to the 
I'car of the three companies of Uic 5th Infantr}* on tlie left of the guns, 
hut were driven hack by Lieutenant Clark’s facing the rear rank of these 
companies to the right about and firing u volley. The Janhaz regi- 
ments having now got into confusion, notwithstanding the utmost ex- 
ertions of their officers, and the rear being still threatened, I moved 
hack one of the guns with the Grenadier company of the 5th Bcgimcnt 
to protect it, which was scarcely effected before they were beset by 
large bodies of horse and foot crowding in on the rear, and who were 
not driven back and dispersed until three rounds of grape and a volley 
from the Grenadiers had been delivered, at less than 50 paces distant. 

“ I then ordered Captain Hart and Lieutenant Golding to move out 
with their Janhaz corps, and scour the country to the right, which they 
most ably performed, though in justice to these officers I am compelled 
to add, but feebly supported by a large portion of their men, who lag- 
ged heliind, crowded in upon the baggage and rear of the infantry, and 
could not he induced by any means to behave as soldiers, in following 
their officers. 



156 


nEFEAT OF THE INSUEGEVT® 


‘ Under these circumstances, I determmed to occupy the whole of a 
melon bed enclosure in which a portion of the 5th Infantry >\as posted, 
and to get as much of the baggage withm it as possible This arrange- 
ment was soon perfected, and the infantry bemg secured behind a low 
wtdl, which ran round this cnclosnre, were able, in comparatire safety, 
to repel any fre^h attack that might he made, of which there were 
severd, hut m every instance, steadily repulsed by the fire from the 
artiUeiy and infantiy. 

"At 11 o’clock the heights were agam crowded mth bodies of hor=e 
and foot, and it was now obvioas fiiat the rebels were moving off, 
though they kept up a desultory and useless fire upon the position for 
hours after, apparently wth the object of distractmg onr attention, and 
enabling them to carry off their dead, which they did until nearly day- 
break on the mornmg of the 4th instant 

" At sunnse on the 4th instant 1 detached Lieutenant Golding to asn 
certam the direction m which the enemy had gone, and he reported on 
his return, that they were posted in considerable strength about two 
miles up the nver, hut it was soon ascertained that they had re forded 
it, and in a few hours after, information ivas received of their having 
reached Hydrabad en reu/e to 21emmdawuT, when I made immediate 
arrangements for crossmg the gram (earned upon asses') upon camels, 
and at S o’clock r st commenced for^g the detachment and baggage 
an operation which lasted neatly seven hours, notwithstanding aid 
recened from the Janbaz regiments by canymg the infantry across on 
their horses The detachment reached Ginshk this morning at two 
o’clock, and encamped on the h^h ground to the west of the fort 
"In both a military and pohhcal pomt of view, it would be of the 
greatest importance to follow up, and disperse the rebels , but with 
reference to their numbers, and the notoriously disaffected state of the 
country, 1 do not consider that I should be justified m moving after 
them, mth a weak regiment of infantry, two guns, and witli cavalry, m 
which every confidence cannot be placed However, if the Major General 
is of opuuon that a small increase of cavalry and infantry to my detach- 
ment will suffice, no tunc shall be lost by me m puremog Uie rebels, and 
engaging them in Zemindawur 

" All accounts agree m computing the force of the enemy to have 
amounted to 6000, of which two-thirds were infantry, and from mfor- 
mnUon yesterday received, they had upwards of 300 killed, and the 
villages up the river arc stated to be filled wiUi wounded men 

" It IS a pleasing duty for me to bnng to the Major General’s notice 
the excellent conduct of tlicEuropean officers of the detachment, os I am 
much indebted to them for the coolness and energy they di«playcd m 
executing my orders and wishes 

" Captam Hart and Lieutenant Golding rcpcatedU charged the enemy 
successfully dunng the mght, with such portion of their men as could 
be induced to follow them , and 1 only regret that their noble example 
should have been so parliallj seconded— the former officer was wounucil 
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on ihc hornl nnd ripht \vri$t, Imt will, I trusst, he inconvenienced 
llicrefroin. only for n few dnys. 

■' l/\enU'n:nit Cooper deserves my best neknowledgmcnts for the m])i- 
dity nnd ndmin\hle manner in which he hronght his guns to j)lny n])on 
the enemy ; and I had freqtient opportunity of noticing the precision of 
his pmrlicc. His gniiB are never in dinicnlty, nnd lie jnaniigcs to move 
with less assistance from infantry than must oflicers I have met \s’ith. 

'• I.ieutcnant lloss commanded the ath Infantry on the night of the 
drd instant, and di«jdaycd hoth courage nnd nhility in the trying situa- 
tions in which he was frequently placed, nnd the order in which he kejit 
the men was extremely creditable to him. 

'* Lieutenant C'lark commanded the three loft companies of the .'Jtli 
Uegiment, nnd exhihited much coolness in rejmlsing the frequent at- 
tacks made both on front and rear of his position. 

“ From Mr. Assistant Surgeon Colqnhoun, I also derived mucli its- 
sistance during the action, in a variety of ways, and hi.s activity and 
r.cal could not have been exceeded. 

“ Lieut. Paltenson, .•Ns^i'^tant Political Ajtent, volunteered his scrvicas, 
and throiigliout tlic night was most active in conveying such orders n.s 
circiimstnna's rcfpiired, nnd was consequently of mncli assistance to me. 
I regret to state that this ofiicer, while walking over the field towiurds 
morning, was suddenly attacked by one of the wounded of the enemy, 
and severely stabbed in the right side. At fir.«t the wound was consi- 
dered mortal, hut 1 am happy to s.ay, that he ha.s since been dccku-cd 
out of ilangcr. 

“ It is also rny duty to bring most jiromincntly to the Major General’s 
notice, the ndmindilc conduct of the Artillery and .'ith Infant rj* through- 
out the night of the Sd instant, and to state my conviction, that no 
troops canid have displayed greater coolness and hraverj' than they did 
on every occasion. 'J’iicy moved from one position to another, not only 
without* confusion, hut with nearly a-« much jirccision and regularity, n-s 
if they had been going through an ordinary panidc. 

•• Three standard.s were cnjitnrcd from the enemy, one by Captain 
Hart’s men, another by Lieut. Golding's, nnd the third by the three 
companies of the oth Infantry under Lieut. Clark. 

“ I have the honor to annex hereto, a list of killed and wounded, nnd 
in conclusion to state, that I shall he careful to keej) the Major General 
fully acquaititcd Avith all my operations." 

I liave, &c. 

J. WoonnuuN, Captain, 
Comg. Field Detachment on the Jlclmnnd. 

To Captain Poi.wHEiiK, Major of Brigade, Candahar. 
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“ Soon after one of ‘ 
came to me with n 
Sheea Kotil Pass in ' 

“ Lieut Bazett’s Trc 
assistance with as j 
the enemy in check, 
the 16th Regiment N. 
Troop of the 5th Light 
“ On passmg the Syi 
in it, and directed Cai 
watch and hold them 
had passed, they ^ ^ 
til they afforded him 
appears most ahly to ^ 

“ As my column ^ ^ 
see Captain Walker 
over the hills after the 
short leaving nothing f 
" I regret ^ ^ 

though I hope not 


Return of KtUed and 
of Lieut. Colonel " 
bth August 1841. 


“ 6th Regiment Li{ 
severely, one Lieuten^ 
Ditto, slightly, one T- 
“ 43d Regiment Na^' 
Ditto, slightly, one Si] 
“ 3d Ressallah 4th I 
severely, two Sowars 
one Sowar, one Horse 


“ Lieutenant BszctI 
“ Capt^ Walker’s 


Captain Gridin’s " 

Sir _-*• For the in^ 
District. I have the ' 
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Ilcbcl Force, honclcd by Akrnm Khan and Uklilav Khan, amounting to 

•1 Six Poiimlcrs. upwards of five thousand Horse and Foot, was 

S(Ki Salircs, this morning totally routed imd dispersed by the 

3j0 Bayonets, Dctaohmcnt under my command, as noted in 

the margin. 

*' 2. Tlic loss of the enemy on this occasion is estimated at six hun- 
dred killed and wounded. Sixty prisoners were brought into Camp, and 
among them three Chiefs of note; viz. Khyroollah Khan of Teyna, 
(since dead,) a brotlier of Lallo Khan of Bhagran, and Moolah Shurreef 
of Bliagran. 

*' 3. The accurate information furnished by the Assistant Political 
Agent on tlie afternoon of the IGth, enabled me immediately to comply 
with his requisition for the disjicrsion of the Rebels, then nothin ten 
miles of my Camp. 

“ 4. At 4 A. M, I broke ground, and at 7 came up with the enemy, 
strongly posted in mj’’ front, occup 5 'ing a succession of walled gar- 
dens and small forts, under cover of wbicli they immediately opened a 
fire of juzcls and matchlocks, on the advancing columns. 

" 5. After a. few rounds skilfully delivered by Lieutenant Cooper, com- 
manding the Guns, parties were detached from the 2d Bengal Native In- 
fantry, and 1st Regiment Shah Shoojah’s force, to clear and take 
possession of these enclosures ; whilst the 5th Regiment Shah Shoojah’s 
force, posted on the extreme left (flanked by a wing of H. M.'s 1st 
Cavalrj',) deployed into lino, advanced at the double, and drove back a 
body of the enemy’s skirmishers, who were for the most part concealed 
behind a range of broken walls, and whose fire was becoming des- 
tructive. 

" 6. At the same time, the enclosures in front of the column to the 
right were speedily and gallantly carried under a heavy fire of match- 
locks, by two Companies of the 2d Bengal Native Infantry, under 
Lieutenants Cooke and Travers, supported by a party of the 1st Infan- 
trj’^ S. S. force under Lieutenant Gardiner, in effecting wliich, numbers 
of the enemy were shot and bayoneted. 

“ 7. This object having been accompbshed, the wdiole advanced \vith 
the view of attacking the main body of the enemy, who were observed 
" cn masse,” in rear of the gardens ; but before this could be effected, 
they appeared to be getting into confusion, when Captain Hart’s Regi- 
ment of JaunBauz Cavalry and the wng of H. M.’s 1st Cavalry, charg- 
ed, broke, and pursued them with fearful vengeance several miles, head- 
ed, moreover, by His Royal Highness Prince Suftur Jung in person. I 
then permitted Lieutenant Golding with his Jaun Baz Regiment, who 
had been on Rear Guard duty (the baggage being well up and in safety) 
to join in the pursuit at the request of this officer, whose men were most 
eager to take a part in the action. 

“ 8. The Jaun Bauz Cavalry have, in my opinion, fully established, on 
this occasion by their behaviour, a reputation for gallantry, and every 
claim to the confidence of His Majesty. 

“ 9. Our loss has been rather severe, I regret to remark, as Avill be seen 
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by the accompanying Return » particularly m the two companies of tlie 
2d Bengal Native Infantry, who were exposed to a very heavy fire 
“ 10 It affords me much satisfaction to record the gallantry with 
which the Jan Baz Cavalry were headed by Capt^ Hart, afterwards 
ably supported by Lieutenant Golding, and the judgment displayed 
by the former Officer, in seizing the iQO«t favourable opportunity to 
charge and rout the enemy 

“11 I have a most pleasing duty to perform m hearing testimony to 
the zeal and ability with which all the Officers under my command con- 
ducted their respective duties , and here I must especially notice, that 
Captam Woodbum, though at the time suffenng from the effects of se- 
vere illness, and scarcely able, owing to weakness, to sit on horseback, 
exhibited an instance of zealous and honourable devotion to his military 
duties m leavmg his dooley, mounting his horse, and remaining m com- 
mand of the 5th Regiment S S force till the close of the action 
“ 12 To Captams McDowell and McLean, and Lieutenants Cooper and 
Craivford m command of Corps and Detachments, I am deeply indebted 
for assistance rendered to me . and a similar expression of thanks is due 
to the other Officers under and associated with them while I cannot 
omit to particularize the just tnbute of praise due to Lieutenant Ross, 
5th Infantry S S force, Detachment Staff, from whom on this, as on all 
other occasions, since assuming Command of this Detachment, I have 
received much assistance 

*' 18 The Medical Staff, viz Assistant Surgeons Colquhoun and 
Rae, have entitled themselves to the highest commendation for their 
humane and unceasing attention to the wounded men 

“ 14 The steady and excellent conduct of the Nahvc Commissioned, 
European and Native Non Commissioned Officers and Privates, entitle 
them to my highest prai«e 
“15 A Casualty Roll herewith accompanies, and 
I ha\e, &c 

John Grievin, Captatn, 

Commanding a Ftfld Detachment in Zemindatcattr 


Return of Casualties tn a Field Detachment, under the Command of Cap- 
tain Griffiv, JI ithah Shoojah's Force, engaged m Action vith a 
combined Rebel Force in Zeemeerdowur, on the 17/A August, 1841 

“Detachment 1st troop Horse Artillery S S V wounded — 1 rank and 
file, 1 horse killed and 1 wounded— Wing of Ist Cavalry, do killed 

1 nnk and file , wounded 1 heutenant. 3 duffadars, dubashics and Invil- 
dors, and 14 rank and file, C hor«es killed and 18 wounded — Ist Regiment 
of Jan Bauz, ditto 3 rank and file killed and wounded, 1 Pinjah baslue. 
4 daffadars, dubnahies and hanldars, and 9 rank and file, and 15 horses 
wounded — 2d Regiment of Jan Baz, ditto, 1 rank and file killed, wounded 

2 duffadars duba«hics and havUdan and 1 1 rank and file, and 9 liorses 
killed and 14 wounded— Ditachmcnt of 2d Regiment of Bengal Natne 
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Infantrj', killed 7 rank and fde j wounded 1 dnfFadar, dubnsliios and liaA'il- 
dars, and 29 rank and file — 1st Regiment of Infantry Shah Shoojali’s 
Force, wounded 1 duffadar, dubashics and havildars, and 10 rank and 
file — 5th Regiment of Infantr)^, ditto, wounded 1 duffadar, dubashics 
and havildars, and 14 rank and file. 

Name of Officer Wounded. 

Lieutenant Crawford, 1st Cavalrj% S. S. F. slightly. 

Remarks . — 2 Sowars missing. 

J. GnuTiN, Captain, 
Commanding Detachment." 

These two victories produced a verj* happy effect. The Ghilzie 
power was considered to have been broken by them. Ukhtar Khan 
fled to the Hindoo Khosh, and from thirty to forty chieftains tendered 
their allegiance through Major Leech, the Political Agent at Candaliar. 
Nevertheless, it uws deemed ncccssar}' by that ofiiccr to require, that a 
large force be sent to tlic Tezeen \Tillcy through difficult Passes, under 
Colonel Wymer of tlic 38th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, who was 
afterwards joined by Major General Nott himself, on whom the com- 
mand then devolved. 

While matters were thus progressing in the South of Affghanistan 
towards a settlement of the country, Shah Soojah and the British 
Envoy felt so secure that the whole of the North had been brought 
under subjection, that it was broadly given out, that in a few months 
there would be no further occasion for the presence of a British force. 
It is quite true that the people of Charckar had but recently refused 
to pay lust to the Government ; that the inhabitants of Cabul and 
Candahar exhibited their antipathy to the Europeans by continual in- 
sults and occasional murders ; that Shah Soojah was alienating his 
subjects by his hauteur, his cruel punishments and oppressions ; that 
one of Dost Mahomed’s sons was stiU in the North; and that not a single 
month had passed, since the occupation of the country, in which it had 
not been found necessary to employ troops for purposes of vengeance or 
coercion ; all this was perfectly true, yet such was the infatuation of 
the authorities named above ; such their singular insensibility to the real 
posture of affairs, that»in one fatal moment they concluded they might 
safely commence a reduction of the sums annually agreed to be paid to 
the Eastern Ghilzies, and other tribes inhabiting the hills between 
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Pesha^vu^ and Cabul, for the sake of keeping the Passes open, and 
putting a stop to plunder The resolution having been come to, the 
reduction was immediately earned into effect The consequences were, 
as might have been expected, moat senous The mountaineers rose 
as one man — occupied the Passes m great force, and at once cut off 
the communication between Cabul and India * It is not easy to say 
whether this ivas the designed precursor of the subsequent blockade of 
Cabul, but there can be httle doubt that the Ghilzie*, havmg once com 
mitted themselves to an earnest opposition, felt the necessity for or- 
ganizmg a combmation with all the disaffected chieftams far and near, a 
combmation which ultimately destroyed our power m Affghamstan, and 
led to the most disastrous and homhle results 

On the intelhgencc reaching Cabul. that the Khoord Cabul Passes 
were occupied by the enemy, Sir Robert Sale was despatched \nth an 
adequate force to dnve them thence, and re-open the commumcation It 
proved a severer task than bad been anticipated, but the troops accom 
phshed it successfully under tbeir distmguished leader, and the following 
dispatches relate the manner of the achievement — 

From Major General Sir Robert Sale, K C B to Cajilam Graht, 
Ofg Assistant Adjutant General, Cabool, dated Camp Bootkhah, 12M 
October, 1841 

“ Sib,— I have the honor to state to you for the information of Major 
General Elphinstone, C B that the task of forcing the Pass of Khoord 
Cabool, and defeating the rebels posted witbm it, has this morning 
been accomplished 

“ After fully weighing the whole of the information brought to me at 
various periods m the course of yesterday, I came to the conclusion, 
that the mam body of the msuigents was posted behind a breastwork 
near the middle of the Pass, and that they would defend it, as well ns 
the almost inaccessible heights on either Sank of it 

My plan of attack was therefore arranged ns follows I determined 
to employ two hundred JuyzaJchecs, under the well known Sirdar Jan 
Fi«hun Khan, to create a diversion by assaulting, m flank and rear, the 


* forkproofeftheindiirer«Dc«o(tbeFoUtk«10lllc«nto orlheirignerancvor the miutrrlar el 
UiM«ChIeri,ttiflrtft<leriiRrerre<ltoAprei»ilx Ka. It C*pt. Grij"* E»rr»tfTe TIi« t<I tor orUi*^ 
tDcmorlalt might alto elta the remonitraiicte ot Hahtn La] Sit A^Damet Xeoaihee, asd Cot. A 
Jlohertj, who loit the command of the Shah a (loopi ftom too fteely ipeahlng hi* «nIo<l to the 
Envoy Sir W McNaghten aad Sir A Baroee veeM n*l brtier* that a mine «ai beneath them 
ready to explode 
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upon it my plan of attack xiras based, and it proved correct in every 
particular , and he was personally active and conspicuous throughout 
the engagement ” 

From iiteut Col \V H Deknie, C B , Commandinp 13fA Ltffht Infan- 
try, to Major General Sir R H Sale, K C B Commanding, 
dated Camp Bootkhak, 12/A Oct *1841 

“ Sir —I beg, on my return to camp, to report the details of the pro 
gress and completion of the affair with the rebels, in the Khoord Cabool 
Pass, begun in so spmted a manner under your personal command this 
morning 

“On receiving o^er charge of the troop«, m consequence of your 
wound compelling you to leave the valley, I pursued j our plan of ope 
rations by pressing the enemy as much as the nature of the ground 
would admit on both £anks, and rapidly moving on the mam column 
and guns, with the mtention of dislodging them from their breastwork, 
if stdl occupied, hut this the insurgents had evacuated, though they 
ventured to dispute the possession of the jirecipitous heights and to 
direct a well aimed fire against our mam force Disconcerted how* 
ever, by the bold manner in which they were met by our skirmi'hers, 
as they scaled the mountain sides, and by the steady progress of the 
advance, they gradually abandoned their first position, and retired to 
the highest ndges and pmnacles of the Durra 
'* 1 had r€«olved from the first not to allow any lateral opposition to 
divert me from the mam purpo«e of clearing the Valley, and a little 
after 7 a m , I had the satisfiiction of reaching the southern gorge of 
the Pass, and estabhshmg there the 35th N I and the Guns, m an ex- 
cellent post constituted by the walls of a strong and capacious, though 
deserted, fort By this time our skirmishers had e\ery where got 
posoession of the heights, and the Affgban Force under Jan Fishun 
Khan, had also crowned the mountains, and displayed their banners on 
its summit 

“ You are aware, that it was part of your onginal plan that tlic 13tb 
Light Infantry should return to thcir encampment at Bootkhak— as 
the columns marched back, the enemy ngam shewed them«clves on sc- 
^eral points of the defile, and opened a fire, and somclo^s was ‘sustained 
m repelling these attacks, and in withdrawing our flanking parties 
“ fhe Troops finally arrived at Bootkhak about 2 p. m , a good deal 
harrassed by the exertions of the mornmg You wll see by tlie Returns 
that the Casualties have not been few, which aro«c from the great ad- 
vantage afforded by the ground to an enemy trained to mountain war- 
fare 

“ Permit me to add the expression of my admiration of the fearless 
manner m which the men of the 13th, chiefly young Soldiers, ascended 
heights nearly perpendicular, under the •harp fire of the miurgen/s 
Tlie Sepop of &e 35tli rivalled and equalled them m steadiness, acti- 
v\ty, and intrepidity I am happy to say, that no Io<*s whatever of the 
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Baggage of the Native Infantry -was sustained in traversing this valley 
of plunderers. 

“ I have not yet received the Casualty Return of the 35th Regiment 
Native Infantry, hut have reason to believe, that it is in amount about 
equal to that of the 13th, and am informed they have one Officer, 
Captain Younghushand, severely wounded.” 

Return of Killed, Wounded and Missing of the Force under the Com- 
mand of Major General Sir R. H. Sale, K. C. B„ in forcing the Pass 
of Khoord Cahool, on the l^th October, 1841, 



Killed. 


Wounded. 



Regiments. 

Privates and 
Sepoys. 

Captains. 

Subalterns. 

Sergeants ifc 
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Rank and Names of Officers 
wounded. 

2(1 Company 6th Bat- 


1 

1 

0 

J 





General SUifF. 

tallion. Artillery, .. 
H. M.’s ISth Light 

0 

i 

0 ! 

1 

0 

1 

Major General Sir R. Sale, K. 
C. B. Commanding, severely. 

Jufsintryi • • • * • « * 

2 ! 


1 21 

2 

0 

16 

Capt. Wade, Major of Brigade, 

35th Regiment N. I., 

2 

1 

1 u; 

. 0 

1 

8 

slightly. 

Sappers and Miners, 

2 



0 

1 

! 

0 

2 

\Zth Light Infantry. 

Lieut. Mein, severely. 

Ensign Oakes, slightly. 

3if)th Regiment N. I. 

Capt. Younghushand, severely. 

Total, 

1 6 

h 

2 

' 2 1 

i 1 i 27 I 
H. Wad 

1 

1 

E, Captain, Major of Brigade. 


From Major General Sir R. H. Sale, K, C. B. Commanding \st Bri- 
gade of British Troops sei'ving in Afghanistan, to Captain Grant, 

Cahool, Camp in the Valley near Teezeen, October 23d, 1841. 

Sir, — “ I beg to acquaint you for the information of Major General 
Elphinstone, C. B,, that the force imited under my command, consisting 
of the 1st Brigade of Infantry, No 6, Light Field Battery, the Moimtain 
Train, the Corps of Sappers and Miners, a squadron of the 5th 
Light Cavalr}’’, and a ressallah of the Shah’s 2d Cavalry, marched from 
Khoord Cabool towards Teezeen yesterday morning. Lieutenant 
Colonel Monteath, 35th, commanded the advance guard, Lieutenant 
Colonel Dennie, 13th, the main column, and Captain OldSeld, 5th Light 
Cavalry, the rear guard, in each of which troops of the several arms 
were appointed according to the best of my judgment. The force felt 
its wa)' cautiously through the defiles of Bie Huft Kotul, occupying 
with skirmishers the lulls on either flank, and leawng parties for the 
protection of our baggage and rear on selected points. Nothing was 
seen of the enemy until the advance and main body had halted in the 














ICS 


AFFAIB m TRB TBZEliV VALLEY 


valley of Teezeen From this low ground, another vale stretches out 
towards the south east, and on the stdes and summits of the moxmtains 
which enclose the latter, were posted m every quarter bodies of the in- 
surgents, whilst another portion of their force, consistmg of foot, led on 
by sirdars on horseback and their mounted followers, shewed a determi- 
nation to dispute with us the possesion of a conical hill, which parti- 
ally clones the entrance of the branching valley, and barred our approach 
to Moohummud Ufzal's fort, a large work hacked by gardens which 
the rebels still garrisoned From this eminence, the advance guard 
under Colonel Monteath drove them by a combined attack, and I then 
directed the 13th L^ht Infantry, and a portion of Capt Abbott’s battery 
to advance under Lieutenant Colonel Denme, and assault the fort itself 
'I'he insurgents, however, abandoned it after directmg from it a feeble fire 
“ I immediately determmed to establish m it a dep6t for my sick and 
wounded, and to take it as a point of support for ulterior operations, 
and an appm to my Camp, to he fixed under its walls , hut as the enemy 
continued to occupy m force a nearly circular range of heights, and 
even boldly to skirmish in a lower part of the valley, it became neces- 
sary to dnve them from such segments of the mountain as would, if 
remaining in their hands, have given the power to command our posi- 
tion, and fire upon the troops with advantage at night This led to a 
succe*>sion of skirmishes which were maintained with great coolness and 
spirit by several Companies of the 13th and one of the 35th, aided by 
the Guns of Captam Abbott’s Battery and the Mountain TVain, and 
supported by the Cavalry The combat was prolonged until after dusk, 
and the ammunition of one of the Compames of the 13th having been 
expended, it was compelled temporarily to retire, and a very promising 
Officer, Lieutenant Edward Kmg, was killed at its head A supply of 
cartridges and a reinforcement were promptly sent up, and the affair 
ended by the rebels being pushed off every part of the steep mountains 
which we designed to retain The Returns will shew, that our loss has 
been shght, and I have no doubt that the enemy suffered severely from 
the fire of our skirmishers and the shot of our batteries The force 
bivouacked m position without an attempt being made upon our line. 
Mormng shewed us the heights every where deserted by the rebels, and 
if a negociation which they have opened m very humble terms, «hould 
not end m their entire submission, I purpose to attack tlicir pnncipaf 
fort to-morrow 

" I regret to have to add, that though ci'cry precaution was adopted 
for the security of our hne of communication, a large interval was creat- 
ed between our mam body and rear guard, by the circumstance of the 
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licturn of the Killed, Wounded, and Ulis.dnff of the Force under ihe 
Conmand of Major General Sir 11. H. Salk, K. C. B, in the 
attack on the Enemy's position in the Valley of Teezecn, on the 22d 
October, 1841, 
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tnlion Artillery, .. 
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Squadron, full Light 











Cavalry, .. .. 
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0 
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11. M.’t: I3lh Light 
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Infantry, .. .. 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 
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0 
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Sajipcrs and Miners, 

(1 

1 

0 

I 

0 
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0 
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Mountain Train, .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 
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Total, . • « . 

' 

•1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

15 

l’ 1 



Hnnk nml Nnnips ofOlli- 
eors Ivillotl and Wounded. 


fCillcd—Lt. Echv. Kinp, 
n. M.’s I3tli Lt. Infy. 
irouurftrf— Lieut. I'rcro, 
11. M.*s l.ltli Lt. Infy., 
sliKhtly. 

irounffet/— Lt. Orr, Sap- 
pers and Miners, severely. 


H. Wauk, Captain, Major o/ Brigade. 


From Major General Sir R. H. Salk, K. C. B., Commanding the L'tf 
Brigade of British Troops serving in Afjghanistan, to Captain Grant, 
Officiating Assistant Adjutant General, Cahool. Dated Camp Jttg- 
dulluk, October 28/4 1841. 

" Sin, — 1 have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of Major 
General Elphinstone, C, B., that the Force under Command, reach- 
ed this place to-day : last night passed over witliout tlie sh'ghtest insult 
to our outposts at Kuttah Sung, hut during the morning’s march we 
descried small parties at a distance on both flanks, especially near the 
outlet of the Puree Durree, which afterwards united in a combined at- 
tack on our rear guard. Our loss has been small, and the enemy was 
every where baffled, and held in check by the fire from our Guns and 
Sldrmishers, Owing, however, to the jaded state of our camels, it be- 
came necessary to destroy a good deal of Camp Equipage to prevent its 
falling into the rebels’ hands. 

“ The daily repetition of these attacks has given rise to suspicions of 
the sincerity of the Chiefs in the mind of the Political Assistant, in 
which I am compelled to participate, though I shall be happy to find 
that their submission at Teezeen was made in good faith, and that these 
petty hostilities are the acts of men not under their control.” 


z 
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Vrom i\Iajor General Sir II H Sale, K C B , Cominandmr/ the ls< 

Brigade of British Troops serving tn Afghanistan to Captain 

Gb\nt Ofg Assistant Adjutant General, Cahool Dated Camp 

Gundamuk, 30tk October, 1841 

“ Sir, — Yesterday the Torce under my command was agam engaged 
wth the In'iui^ents of the^e mountams, and the affair was the sharpest 
which we have had ‘'ince penetrating the Pass of Khoord Cahool I 
etpenenced httle molestation m my Camp at JugduUok but ob«ervcd 
towards sunset and by moonlight, evident mdications of the enemy 
which had attacked our rear gua^ earher m the day, being m the act of 
movmg off over the hills with a view of concentratmg between my 
force and Sookhab Major-General Elphmstone is nequamted with the 
locahties and uiU not have forgotten that the only entrance to the val 
ley of Jugdulluk from the Eastward is by a long and wmdmg Kotul 
overlooked and commanded by a lofty range of mountains, partially 
clothed with hushes and dwarf trees Of these really temfic emmence« 
the rebels had ns I had anticipated, taken po'scesion, in more consider- 
able numbers than ue have been opposed to since lea\mg Teezecn 
Holding all the sihent points of the hills, and secured by breastworks, 
they “hewed a determination to dispute with the utmo't obstinacy, the 
progress of our flankmg parties, and to endeavour to pre\cnt the de 
bouche of our advance and mam column To enable us to effect this 
1 had to detach Companies from every corps m the force to the right 
and left which aided by the Artillery, won their way incli by mcli up 
the lofty heights much however remomed to be done, and the fire of 
the mountamecre from several of the tallest summits was unabated, and 
success was every where ddubtful , when a single Company of the 13th 

under C * " p. .a, u 

pressed 

mamed 

enemy had neglected to guard the mam outlet Tins vanguard there 
fore it supports, and the guns were quickly estahhshed on the narrow 
table land, from which they had it in their power to take the whole of 
the defences of the rebels m reverse Our troops commandcil the route 
to Sookhab, and the enemy “cemed to decline all further opposition 
The march was resumed hut as the cumbrous tram of baggage fileil 
over the mountain, the insurgents agam appearing from hcjond tlic 
most distant ndges, renewed the content with increased numbers, and the 
most «aragc fury Our rear guard made the be«t dispositions for de 
fence, and rescue , but the suddenness of the on*ct caused some confu- 
sion, during which, notwithstanding the efforts of the troops, some bag- 
gage and camp equipage fell into Uic hands of their opponents Cap- 
tain Wyndham, of the 33th, wns killed at this crisis of the affair , and 
several brave men of all the corps fell or were grounded Soon fiow- 
ever hj the praiseworthy exertions, and cool and soldier like order and 
example of Captains Backhouse and Bnndfoot of the Slmh’s service 
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nml Fonwick, of the 13lh, confidence wns restored, the aspect of the 
afl'nir changed, and llic rear guard extricated from the defile. It conti- 
nued in the best order to retreat, and to rcjicl the enemy Avho had fol- 
lowed it up to the point at which the loftier hills wear away. Our 
casualties of yesterday and the day before, amount to one liundred 
and thirty ; amongst whom arc one Olliccr hilled and four wounded, 
'i’iiis loss will not be considered hca\y, by those who have seen the 
heights from which the rebels were driven, and arc acquainted with 
the habits and character of the mountaineers to whom we were opjiosed. 
I have to-day mai'chcd to this place, without any interruption worthy 
of mention. 

“From the details of this dc.'^patch, the Major General Commanding in 
Afighanistan, will be enabled to draw his own inferences as to the actual 
state of our relations with the rcfnictor}- Chiefs who were admitted at 
Tcczccn, into a treatj', of reconciliation with the Government against 
which they had rebelled. Hut it belongs more peculiarly to my voca- 
tion, in the field, now that there is a prospect of brief repose in the vici- 
nity of this Cantonment, to report with much satisfaction the cheerful- 
ness, steadiness, and perseverance with which the troops have performed 
cverj' duty required of them ; since leaving Cabool they have been kept 
constantly on the alert by attacks by night and day ; from the time of 
their arrival at Tcczccn, they have invariably bivouacked, and the safety of 
our positions has only liccn secured by unremitting labor, and throwing 
up intrcnchmcnts, and verj* severe out-post duty ; whilst each succeed- 
ing morning has brought its affair, with a bold and active enemy, emi- 
ncntly skilful in the species of warfare to wiiich their attcmjits have been 
confined, and armed with juzails, which have enabled them to annoy 
us, at a range, at which they could only be reached by our Artillery. 
Though compelled by the effects of my late wound to witness these 
conflicts from a doolie, I must bear my unequivocal testimony to the 
gallantry of officers and men, on every occasion of contact with the 
enemy, and especially in scaling the tremendous heights above Jugdul- 
luk. I enclose Casuidty llctuni. 

“ I beg to express my sense of the highly able assistance which I 
have received in all our attacks and skirmishes, and throughout the 
operations, from Lieutenant Colonels Dennie and Monteatb, C. B, I 
have been much pleased with the address and able arrangements of 
Captcun Abbott of the Artillery, who has twice commanded the advance 
guard ; and the exertions of Captain Wade, my Brigade Major, and of 
Captain Havelock, Persian Interpreter to General Elpliinstone, (tem- 
porarily attached to me,) in conveying my orders from point to point, 
and aiding in the jlispositions, — deserve my warmest commendations.” 
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Return oj Killed, bounded, and Musmg the Force under the Command of 
Major General Sir Hobert H Sale, K.CB,on the Adtanee to, and Storm 
ing of, the Pass of Jugdulliik, on tht 28fA and 2Qth of October, 1841 
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Four days after the conflict described m the latest dupatch, the fear* 
ful truth disclosed itself The Affghans rose at Cahul en morse, mur- 
dered Sir Alexander Bumes and others, burnt and destroyed their pro- 
perty, and surrounding the British Cantonments, and the Bala Hissar, 
where Shah Soojah resided, commenced a blochade which the British 
were unable to Tai«e, and which was only terminated by the Affglians, 
■when starvatioiii the ngors of a wmter, and the weakened state of the 
beleaguered, had rendered them npe for the wholesale inn«'‘ncre which 
ultimately became their portion * 

Great was the consternation which the intelligence of their bcmgtlius 
hemmed in, spread throughout the parts of AffghomsUm and Semde oc- 
cupied by tiie British , and indeed throughout the whole Indian empire 
Sir Bobert Sale, meditated retracing his steps, mth his Bngadc, and 
raising the blockade by a coup de mow, but the rc-occupation of the 
Passes by tnynads of deterromed Ghilzics, and the failure of his pro- 
visions, forced him to abandon tbe idea, and to march Instantly to Jcl- 
Ifillabad General Nott, at Candahnr, anticipating that the disaf- 
fection would extend to the South, prepared to fortifj himself and 
rccallcil the Infantry Brigade under Col Maclarcn, (consisting of tlie 
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16th, 4^d, and 43d Regiments of Bengal Native Infantr 3 %) 'vliich had 
commenced its march to Hindostan. Reinforcements were hurried 
up from Fcrozeporc, through the Punjab, and from Scindc through the 
Bolan Pass, and a requisition for additional European troops was ad- 
dressed to the Home Government. Ever}’^ where it was prognosticated, 
that the sun of Shah Soojah and his British allies had set — that, in a 
word, Affghanistan was lost to us, if the troops could not hold their 
respective positions through the winter. 

In the mean while, the AfTghans, alive to the importance of their 
position, and aware of the retribution which w'ould follow the revolt, 
lost not a moment in strengthening their hands, and improving the advan- 
tage thej’- had gained, A large body of Ghazies was sent immediately 
to invest Ghuzni, then garrisoned by tlic 27th N. I. under Colonel Thos. 
Palmer. The Kohistanccs rose in Charekar, and, assailing the Ghoorka 
Battalion,* cut it up nearly to a man, Major Eldred Pottingcr and '.['A. 
Lieut. Haughton alone escaping to Cabul. The tribes in the Khyber 
and the Kojuck Passes — the Ghilzies in every direction, — ^made com- 
mon cause with the rebels, for their co-operation was invoked on the 
grounds of a common religion and the universal hatred of the Feringhee. 

At Pesh Bolak, in the neighbourhood of the Khyber Pass, Captain 
Ferris, of tlie Shah’s sendee, witlihis little detachment, was attacked by 
the Ooloos, and, after exhausting his ammunition, was forced to effect 
an escape to Lalpoorali, with the remnant of his garrison, under cover 
of night.t A body of 100 men under Capt. Woodburn, marching from 
Candahar to Ghuzni, was set upon and annihilated, the undaunted 
Woodbium himself falling covered with wounds. The garrison of Alee 
Musjeed, occupied by Mr. Mackeson, (brother of the Agent at Pesha- 
wmr,) and 150 Euzofzyes, was assailed by 2000 insurgent Afredees, and 
with difficulty held the place. Jellallabad was invested by large bodies 
of Affghans and Hill Tribes, and the Sirdars in the South similarly 
surrounded Candahar. 

Cut off as were all our posts hy distance and by climate from every 
hope of immediate succour, their retention w'as entirely dependent upon 
the sagacity of their respective commanders, and the means at their 
disposal for a prolonged resistance. Ghuzni fell — and Cabul fell — the 
former, because its garrison had neither provisions nor ammunition 

* Sec Appendix, No. VI. f See Appendix, No. V. 
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enough to enable it to withstand a sk^, nor to cut its way to Candahar 
in the face of an overwhelming and well found force , the latter, becau'^e 
the Political authorities were at firet averse to evacuate the country at 
the bidding of a rebel host, and afterwards, when negociation had stretch 
ed into the heart of a severe winter, were driven to such extremities, as 
to be left to the alternative of dying of starvation, or of marching out 
with all the honors of war, and tmstmg to the mercies of a treacherous 
foe Col Palmer reported his surrender of Ghuzni in the laconic des 
patch given below 

To the Officer Commanding at Jellalabad 

" Sift, — It IS \vith much concern I acquaint you, that from want of 
water, and by an overpowenng force under cover, and within SO yards 
of us in the City, 1 have been compelled to enter into terms to evacuate 
the Citadel and Fort, withm six days The Garrison is to occupy the 
N E comer of the lown The Garrison is exhausted by fatigue and 
constant duty, and the men have suffered greatly from cold, the thermo 
meter having been 14* below Zero The terms are honorable treatment 
and safety whilst here and on the march to Cabool solemnly sworn to 
by the Chiefs In capitulating, 1 have only acted up to the orders of 
Major Pottinger and General Elphmstone who directed me, m on ofS* 
ciol letter, to evacuate the Citadel and City on the orrnal of EoohiUa 
Khan, son of Amcenoolah Khan Sirdar of Logur This Chief arm cd 
and promised to escort us m safety to Cabool Amoun Shumsoodeen 
Khan, nephew of Dqh Mahomed Khan, h-is also armed as Governor of 
Ghuzni and as Political Agent I received instructions to marcli, imme 
diately on his arrival, for Cabool, from the late Sir W Macnaglitcn 
Bart Abandoned as this Gamson has been m the icry centre of the 
enemy s country, cut off from all communication with any quarter, and 
without a •‘ufficiency of water even at tins season, with 200 men detach 
ed to hold an outpo«t which is destitute of water, and mu«t hn\e fallen 
in 48 hours nothing but capitulation remained From the outpost falling 
into the hands of enemy, they would command our only Well and 
commandmg the Fort, the whole uam«on would lin\e been destroyed m 
a few days The bearer has received only subsistence on the road, and 

• , O 1 4., _ Jjjjyp yp. 

i I . e Officers in- 

^ ( ■ I I S S Force 

arc all well 1 have, &c 

1 pAt-MKR Lt Col Pol Agent Commg at Ghent 

“PS — ~Tlicrc IS great reason to fear for our safety , as there arc some 
thousands of Ghazis in the city whom the Clucfs cannot disperse Gic 
snow IS still dec]) No tidings from the Southward, hut report say*, tlic 
Troo])5 hold the aty of Kandahar, and arc daily lighting 
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lUil ii fuller account of the hclcagucrmcnt will be found in the Ap 2 )endix 
described by Lieut. Crawford. The course of events at Cahul, which 
terminated in the total annihilation of the British force is also narrated, 
at great length, in the A^iiiendix No. VII. derived from the Calcutta 
Etiglisliman. The Narrative is Avritten by one of the Officers who took an 
active share in the military operations, and who afterwards became a 
prisoner to the Affghans, with whom he remained until relieved by the 
troops sent for that purimsc in September, 1842. Other narratives, 
more or less voluminous, have been published, but the one that has been 
selected for the purposes of this record has, by the common consent of 
the Indian Press, been pronounced preferable to the others. 

It may be proper however in this jdacc to give a brief account of the 
events which arc detailed more at large in the document to which we refer. 

The insurrection broke out in the city on the 2d November, and the 
Envoy immediately dispatched an officer to the King in the Bala Hissar. 
To reach His Majesty, he had to run the gauntlet of a heavy fire, 
and resisted several attempts of an inflamed populace to cut him do\vn ; 
he, however, succeeded in his purpose, and persuaded the King to 
allow Brigadier Shelton, with nearly two regiments and Capt. NicoU’s 
troop, to take jjosscssion of the Bala Hissar, whence the shelling of 
the town took jdace. The following day the insurgents got possession 
of the Commissariat Fort, in which were stored all the jirovisions of the 
force. Tliis was a most dreadful conire-temps, and it appeared com- 
^flctely to paralizc all in Cantonments, where there were only iivo days' 
alia remaining. Tlie effect was that of a panic ; and the madness of not 
having their supplies in cantonments, as also the folly of having con- 
structed their defences upon so very extensive a scale as to require all the 
troops to defend them, now became fearfully apparent. On the pre- 
vious day. Sir Alexander Burncs, Captain Bumes, and Captain Broadfoot, 
of the European regiment, were killed ;* Sir Alexander’s house was com- 
pletely sacked and then burned, and Captain Johnston’s treasury also 
fell a prey to the flames. He, himself, had fortunately slept in canton- 
ments, whilst Brigadier Anquetil and Captain Troup, who lived in the 
same quarter, were out riding, and also escaped. An attack was made 
by the enemy upon another fort, which was also used as a Commis- 
sariat depot, but Captain Mackenzie most gallantly defended it, with a 
* See Appendix for detailed account of the murder of Sir A. Burn- 
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handful of men, for three days, till all his ammunition was expended, 
and then brought off his party mto Cantonments during the night Cap- 
tarn Tre\ or remained m the city, with his wife and children, two days, 
protected by the Hazarhasb, who afterwards escorted them all safely 
into the Cantonments Capt Skinner and Drummond were concealed 
by fnends in the city for some days Now followed various reverses and 
success on both sides , two forts close to the camp were taken by 
us, at the earnest request of the Envoy, as they contained a small 
quantity of gram , in fact, without advertmg to particulars, it does 
seem to ua, that the only energetic measures that were taken, ongmated 
with the Envoy, who, when his eyes were once open, was on all 
occasions strongly in favour of offensive measures, whilst General El- 
phmstone, from circumstances connected with the force, among whom 
there seems to have been much vacillation and despondency, appears to 
have been desirous of entirely keepmg upon the defensive. The fight- 
ing still contmued, and many officers were killed , whilst the news in the 
mean time arrived of the cutting wp of Codnngton’s corps at Chnrekar 
After some days (our accounts ore rather deficient m dates) it was 
deemed necessary to recall Dngadier Shelton from the Dola His^ar to 
the Old of the Cantonment force , he came, and brought one Eegunent 
mth him . but still the measures recommended by the Envoy, of acting 
on the offensive, were not adopted , the General is said to have consi- 
dered any vigorous attack upon the enemy os futile, the minds of 
the soldiers became unbued with despondency, nod but one idea seemed 
to pervade those whose duty it was, at least, to have made one pu«h 
previoes to “ecunng a safe rctrmt by a treaty. Matters w ent on, from 
day to day, occasionally enbveoed by skirmishes with the enemy, winch 
did no good, but weakened and dispintcd our troops, who, cent out in 
small numbers, could not be expected to withstand the immense forces 
opposed to them, and who were octunlly driven back on one occasion 
mto camp, bj the enemy whom tlicy attempted to dislodge from a lull, 
after bemg exposed to a galling fire for Bevcml hours , and were onij 
sai ed from being totally destroyed by the Chief, Osman Khan, withdraw- 
ing his troops The force was agam reduced to a prospect of starvation, 
Uicrc being only six days’ provisions in camp, and it ^vas now feared 
that the bribes and promises which had lutherto procured sufficient 
supplies of atta for the men, would no longer be of avail One party 
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then suggested the propriety of an attempt to retire into the Bala Hissar, 
which Captain Conoily, who was with the King, strongly advocated, 
and to which the Envoy was quite willing to accede, till informed by 
the Military Authorities it was impossible, as the dispirited troops were 
no longer to be depended upon ! 

The last regiment in the Bala Hissar (the 54th N. I.) was then 
withdrawn, and the King was left to his own resources for several days. 
The Envoy still remained firm as to the advocated negotiations, and it 
was not until he heard that the Brigade he had written for from Can- 
dahar, had retraced its steps and that there were no hopes of getting 
General Sale's Brigade from Jellalabad, nor of any assistance from 
Peshawur, that he, most reluctantly, complied with the wishes of the 
General and other Commanding Officers, and entered into overtures for 
a treaty with the enemy. Several conferences took place between the 
Envoy, attended by Capts. G. Lawrence and Trevor, and all the Chiefs, 
outside cantonments, and eventually some twenty articles, drawn up 
by the Envoy in Persian, were read and approved of. On these occa- 
sions, Mahomed Ackbar took the most prominent part ; other meetings 
followed subsequently, at which the Chiefs expressed an earnest desire 
to bring matters at once to a conclusion, and a message to this effect 
was brought on the evening of the 22d December, by a cousin of Akbar 
Khan, accompanied by Captain Skinner, who it appears was still in his 
power, and on the morning of the 23d Sir Wm. Macnaghten, accom- 
panied by Captains Lawrence, Mackenzie and Trevor, proceeded to the 
supposed conference ; the party had scarcely been seated five minutes, 
when, at a signal, all were seized. Mackenzie, Lawrence and Trevor 
were bound to horses, and mounted behind Affghans ; the latter, who is 
represented to have fallen off, was cut to pieces by the Gazees. The 
Envoy refused to mount a horse and shared the same fate.* The other 

* SirW. McNaghtcn, for his political services, had been appointed Governor of Bombaj-, and 
was on the point of proceeding to India when the insurrection broke out. Tlie Bombay Govern- 
ment on heating of his death issued the following Notification. 

Geneual Orders by the Bombay Government. 

General Department, Sombay Castle, 2lst Jan . — It is with the most unfeigned sorrow that the 
Honorable tlie Governor in Council announces that authentic intelligence has been received of 
the assassination of His Excellency Sir William Hay McNaghten, Baronet, Envoy and Minister 
at the Court of H. M. Shah Soojah-Ool-Moolk, and the Governor elect of this Presidency. 

“ This atrocious crime was perpetrated at Cabool on tlie 2Sth December last, during a conference 
to which his Excellency had been invited by the leaders of the insurrection at that place, under 
the pretence of arranging .terms of accommodation with H. hi. Shall Soojah-ool-Moolk. 

2 A 
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two officers were most wonderfully preseired, though a whole host of 
fanatics cut at them as they were carried off, but being mounted behmd 
Affghans, the mob w'as afraid to use fire-arms ; they were imprisoned 
for some days, but after some interviews writh Akbar Khan, were re- 
turned on the 28th December to cantonments,* The negotiations during 
this time were taken up by Major Pottinger, and on the €th January the 
force marched from cantonments with a foot of snow on the ground, and 
reached Beegroma unmolested, except the rear guard, which was attack- 
ed, and Hardyman of the 5th Light Cavalry, and gome men were killed. 
On the 7th the force moved to Barcekhur, the rear guard being 
on the defensive the whole way ; here the three mountain guns were 
carried off. It now became clear they would have to fight their way 
onwards. The following morning they found the camp nearly sur- 
rounded with enemies, and on Captain Skinner going to Mahomed 
Akhar, who was on a hill close to our troops, he told him, it was 
their own fault for leaving cantonments before the troops appoint- 
ed to escort them were ready, and tliat the Chiefs had not (gave Iiim- 
selO the power to prevent their being attacked ; that he was willing 
still to do this on thoir giring six hostages, for our not moving be- 
yond Tazeen till Sale’s Brigade had left JelJalabad. Major Pottinger, 

“ Higher Mthont]' wiU pronounce tb« eulosium •<> JusUr due to the eminent tnlenu end dii 
tingauhcd tenlcee o( thli Umeoted public ruacUonarr. But «hiUt thti Corernment nbitehii from 
treepassing on this ground. It cannot rerralo, ■midit the most nsrclgneft grief, from reconling 
almost (he Isst public set of Sir William IIsj SleNsgbtea's life When teims dishonorable lathe 
BntUb anni were proposed by the lenders of the losurrectlon nt Cabool, HU I.xeellcnc7 heroically 
replied, ' That death «M preferable to dubononr, that «e put oor trust In the God of battles, and 
In his name we defy out Eaetnies ' 

“ In consequence of this melancholy event, tbe Sag at the castle is to be hoisted half staff high 
to-morrow momieg at Sunrise, contlnulDg so nnld sunset { and rnlnntc guaa to the number of 
serenteen, the number app^nted for the rank of the deceased, to be fired from Hornby’s Battery on 
tho Flag being houted ; tho tamo ceremony being observed by the Hon’blo Company's Vessels of 
War in the harbour, nnder tach arrangement aa (he Saperintendeat of the Indian Kary may 
direct. 

" Similar marks of respect will be paid to the memory of Sir William Hay McNsyhten, at alt 
the principal military stations subordinate to the govemnciit, on the receipt of these orders 

"The Corernor in Council U further pleased to direct, that mourning be worn by the Officers 
of Her hlajesty'a and the Honourable Company’s Civil, hlilltary and Naval Seirires of this Presl 
deney, (or a period of three wccls ftom IhU date , art caaropls which government eon/I lenlly ea- 
pecti will be generally followed by all other peeiiota of the community.” 

By order of the lloeoonblo the GoveriMt In Coonetl, 

J P WsiiorcHST 
Ofj «/</ Sfct <■> 0»e,T»»iri,/ 

• An authentic account of the mancer of the murder of Sir IV. HeNaghfea and Caputn rievor 

will be found in the Appendix, tn Ihefcitcrsof Captain Lawrence and Micksniie, dettrvd from a 
wolh lately published by LleuICBtnt ^ incent Cyre 
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who was still lame from his wound, offered to go for one, and, at the 
particular request of Mahomed Akbar, Captains Lawi-ence and Macken- 
zie were added ; with these, the Khan appeared satisfied, and the troops 
inarched to the Khoord Cabul, but, notwithstanding all the Sirdar’s 
endeavours, he could not restrain the Gazees, who attacked the column 
at all points. Mahomed Akbar and the hostages followed a few hours 
after, and witnessed a scene of slaughter so fearful as to render aU des- 
cription impossible ; the remaining gun was deserted. Mrs. Anderson 
and Mrs. Boyd had each a child carried off ; Mrs. Mainwaring was 
nearly so, but was saved, and Mrs. Boyd’s child, a European woman, 
and a wounded soldier, were also brought back by Mahomed Akbar. 
The next day the Sirdar said, after lamenting his inability to restrain 
his people, that the only safety for the ladies would be in their put- 
ting themselves under his charge, which they all did, and were receiv- 
ed by him with every attention. They halted the ladies, hostages, etc., 
a day or two, and then proceeded towards Jugdulluck, finding the road 
covered with the dead and dying of the Army ; the poor fellows seemed 
to have fallen victims to the severity of the weather, as much as, or 
more than, from the fire of the enemy. At Jugdulluck it was said that 
the Troops had endeavoured to make a stand at an old ruined fort, and 
did so until only thirty rounds of ammunition remained for each man. 
They tried to negotiate with the Ghilzies, and Mahomed Akbar assisted 
them, and asked for General Elphinstone, Brigadier Shelton, and Captain 
Johnson to be sent to Irim; this was agreed to, but towards the even- 
ing of the next day the Troops, unable any longer to contend against 
the severities they were exposed to, and maddened by the loss, as they 
supposed, of the two Chiefs, rushed during the night on to the road to- 
wards Jellalabad, at which place only one Officer arrived. 

The whole of the officers, the ladies, private soldiers, clerks, soldiers’ 
wives, etc. who escaped the Massacre on the march, or who had given 
themselves up at Mahomed Akbar’s command, were conveyed as pri- 
soners to a fort in the hills between Jellalabad and Cabul, and re- 
tained there, under great hardships and privations, for many months. 

The first impulse of Lord Aucldand’s government on receiving cer- 
tain intelligence of the disasters at Cabul, was to proclaim, in the an- 
nexed Government Notification, a determination to dispatch troops to 
maintain “ the honor and interests of the British Government.” 
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“ Fort WtlUam, Secret Departmealt SIf# Jan 1842 — Intelligence hav- 
ing been received which lea\es no room to doubt that, after the Bntidi 
force at Cabool had maintained its position against overpowering num- 
bers of Insurgents for more than six weeks, the officer commanding had 
judged it neces'ia^, in cou«!etiuence of a foilure of pro\Tsion«, to agree 
to a convention with the enemy, and to retire, in reliance on the faith 
of that comention, towards JelKlabad, when the troops exposed to the 
w orst ngors of cold and pnvabon in the mountam defiles, and harassed 
by treacherous attacks, suffered extreme disaster, — the Gmernor Gene- 
rm m Council deems it proper to notify, that the mo«t active measures 
have been adopted, and will be steadfastly jiro^ecuted for expediting 
powerful reinforcements to tbe Affgban frontier, and for assisting such 
operations as may he required m that quarter, for the maintenance of the 
honor and interests of tbe British Government 

“ The ample mihtary means at the disposal of the British Government 
will be strenuously applied to these objects, so as at once to support 
external operations, and to eD«ure efficient protection to its subjects and 
allies 

•' A faithless enemj , stained by the foul crime of ass usination, has, 
through a failure of supplies followed by consummate treachery, been 
able to overcome a body of the British troops, in a country rerao\*ed, 
by distance and difficulties of season, from po^sibihty of succour But 
the Governor General in Council, while he most deeply laments the 
loss of brave officers and men, regards this partial reterse only ns a new 
occasion for displaying the stabihty and vigor of the Bntish power, and 
tbe admirable spirit and valor of the British Indian army 

* By order of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India in 
Council, 

T H Maddock, 5ecy to the Govt of India ' 

Tlie intentions of the Government were not rendered \ery apparent in 
the foregoing document — it was not declared that the lost ground in 
Affghani«tan was to be re-occupicd or that signal vengeance would be 
taken upon tho«e by whose hands so many thou«and Bntish troops and 
followers had fallen , but the excited state of the public mind afforded 
no time for enquuy, and the Proclamation was therefore taken as at 
least an earnest of the Government not to remain quiescent under the 
indignitj 

The first step taken by the Political Officers m close proximity to 
Jcllalabad, was to attempt to dispatch a force to rcheic, or strengthen, 
the garrison of that fortress A Brigade of Infantry under Colonel 
Wild had rcccntlj amvctl at Ptsliawur, comoying provisions and 
Stores and Captain Mnckc«on the Agent there, considered it mtijht be 
rendered nrodablc for tlic dutj A« a prclimmaiy mc-isurc, therefore. 
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nud with the view of heeping open the Khyber Pass, Lieut. Colonel 
Moseley was dispatched with the 53rd and 64th Regts. N. I., a part of 
the brigade, to occupj’^ the fort of Alee Musjccd. He marched on the 
night of the 15th January, and reached the place with little opposition 
the next inoniing. Through some mismanagement however — misma- 
nagement incidental to haste — only a proportion of the provisions requisite 
for the two regiments accompanied them. It became necessary, there- 
fore, to forward the residue without delay, and to this end, and with the 
purpose of afterwards moving ujjon Jcllalabad, Brigadier Wild advanced 
from Jumrood, (between Pcshawur and the Khyber Pass,) wdth the re- 
maining two regiments, (the GOtb and 30th N. 1.,) and four Sikh guns. 
But the ai)pciu-ance of Colonel Moseley’s detachment had alarmed the 
Afrecdics, who now rose, and, closing the Pass, prepared to resist Briga- 
dier Wild’s entrance. The Brigadier nevertheless pushed onwards on 
the 19th Januar}', and encountered the enemy at the mouth of the Pass; 
but owing to the uselessness of the Sikh guns, and the inadequacy of 
his force, with so powerful a body of the enemy advantageously placed 
in his front, his attcmiit to reach Alee Musjccd totally failed. He u’as 
beaten back, with heavy loss,* himself receiving a wound in the face. 
Tlie following Order nns issued by him on the occasion, when the regi- 
ments had retraced their steps to Jumrood : — 

“ Camp Jumrood, Friday, 21s/ January 1842, Brigade After Orders , — 
Words cannot cxjircss the deej) grief felt by Brigadier Wild, at the 
lamentable result of the engagement of the day before yesterday, at the 
entrance of the Khyber Pass, whether it have reference to the failure in 
conveying to the Garrison of Alee Musjid the Euj)plies and Caraj) Equipage 
it so much needs, or to the deplorable number of killed and wounded 
— or, lastly, to the hesitation evinced at the head of the column, to 
obey the urgent cidl to advance and follow, addressed to it by the Bri- 
gadier and his Staff (as they took the lead) but on the contrary exposing 
itself to greater danger by crowding together and standing still — firing 
without orders, in every direction, and genendly without aim, and 
eventually leaving the broken-down gun behind to be spiked — merely be- 
cause a sufficient number of men would not go forward to drag it away. 

“ Tlie consequence was, that the enemy, who was previously seen rim- 
ning away from any small party sent to dislodge those that were posted 
on the lesser hills to the right and left of the column, now gained 
confidence, and redoubled his destructive fire. 

* Amongst the officers wounded, hesidcs tlie Brigadier himself, were Capt. Loftio of the .SOth 
Begt., Licuts. Gwatkin, Pliillips, and Monfgoniety of the GOth N. I., Lieut. Alexander of the En- 
gineers, and Ensign Ifalhed of tiic 5th N. I. Lieut. Loch of the 5th N. I. was killed in the conflict. 
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“ Tlie object of the abo\e reni*irks js less to upbraid thin to call the 
attention of both officers and men to the indispensable necessity of pre 
serving order and regularity m their ranks , and thus to ensure that 
steadiness, without which no success can ever be expected , and m the 
hope that the sad experience of the day before yesterday may not 
, be without its salutary use, and will induce them, hereafter, to ob«erve 
a strict obedience to orders and regu^nty in the ranks, incite them 
to exertions, which at the earliest opportunity afforded may entirely 
remove the obloquy, winch cannot otherwise hut attach to the late 
deplorable failure 

“ The Brigadier commanding is willing to make eveiy reasonable 
allowance for the inexperience of a young regiment, mth a large pro 
portion of very young men, but from that very circumstance it bwomes 
the more requisite to point out how necessary steadiness, good order, 
obedience, and extreme care of their precious ammunition are to ensure 
success, and by doing so cheer them into a confidence of a better result 
hereafter " 

The situation of Lieut Colonel Moseley, shut up ns he ivas in Alee 
Musjecd, mth scarcely any provisions, now became desperate He was 
not long, however, m deciding upon the course which it became a Com- 
manding Officer to take under circumstances of so «enous a nature He 
determined to cut lus way back to Jurorood , but he tells his own story 
m his dispatch to Bngidier Wild of the 26Ui Jonnaiy 

From Lieut Colonel G W Mo«elby, Comnaniinp a Detachment, to 

Captain Hart, OJiciatin^ Major of Brigade, Comp Kateulsur, 2GM 

January, 1842 

‘ Sib — In obedience to instructions communicated in your letter 
beating date the ISth instant, placing me in command of the 58d and 
G4th Regiments, for secret service 1 began my march at 10 r w of 
the same day, in progress to Alice Mu^jid, and reached tliit jilace 

ipcarcd in con«ulcr- 
d here a feu of our 

men \verc wounded 

“ Detachments were immediately sent off to dislwlgc the cncmj from 
the heights, a duty which was effected in good style, and w ithout further 
casualty on our side 

' I now proceeded witli tlic roam column round the hue of tlu isolated 
lull on which the fortress stands in order to make mj self acquainted 
with its locahties 

• Alice Musjid consists of two small forts which are connected bj n 
weak and dilapidated wall Jlic low oblong rock on which it stands is 
commanded bj two lulls of con«idciablc eminence, of winch one Is to il« 
South, the other to its Wc«t 
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“ These positions I found to be occupied by small pal-ties of the 
Jussailchee garrison, but I lost no time in detaching, for their more 
secure retention, a complete company under an European Officer to 
each of them. I at the same time strengthened, with the assistance 
of the Sappers and Miners, the breastworks that had already been 
erected on them. 

“ On the morning of the 17th, the enemy appeared in strength on all 
sides of the fort, and apparently designed to cut off our water, and to 
drive us from the two heights. 

“To frustrate the first of these designs, a party was sent down to the 
side of the stream, Avhich supplied the garrison,* and assisted by some 
Jussailchees of the original garrison, whose large rifles carry twice as 
far as our muskets, it succeeded in maintaining a safe communication 
between the water and the fort. 

“ Meantime the companies on the Southern and Western points 
were actively engaged in repelling the attacks of the enemy, who, (with- 
out themselves incurring much exposure,) fired on our men from a 
distance, and with a precision of aim, which neither the weapon, nor 
the skill of our Sepoys could equal. In these affairs, many of Captain 
Mackeson’s Jussailchees behaved admirably, and using as they did, with 
equal aptitude, the same iveapons employed by the enemy, their services 
were of much assistance to us on the present and on all similar occasions. 

“ I regret to say, that Ensign Swinton of the 53d Regiment was 
on that day (the 17th) severely wounded, while heading his men in 
charging a party of the enemy from the immediate neighbourhood of the 
Southern height, where this is united with a ridge of table-land. 

“ Other casualties also occurred on that day, as will be seen by the 
enclosed letters from Major Hoggan, commanding the 53d Regiment, 
and the late Captain Wilson, commanding the 64th Regiment. 

“ From this date the enemy, attracted (no doubt) to the mouth of 
the Pass by Brigadier Wild’s demonstrations in that quarter, gradually 
diminished in force ; and we were for some days almost wholly unmo- 
lested, and were busily employed in completing the defences of the fort ; 
but on the morning of the 23d, they again appeared in considerable 
numbers, and we were again engaged all day in checking them. 

“ The continued occupation of the fortress would however have been 
a work of no difficulty, and we might have defied the efforts of any 
number of such an enemy as were opposed to us, had we been ade- 
quately supplied with provisions. 

“ But through some mismanagement, only eighty bullock loads of 
grain had been brought up by the Rear Guard from Jumrood, on the 
night of the 15 th, whereas I had been led to expect that three hundred 
would have accompanied me. 

“ On the morning of the 23d, finding the remnant of our stores to be 
only five maunds of attah for the subsistence of two thousand and five 
hundred men, — men who had already been five or six days on half 


• This Water Guard was afterwards relieved daily. 
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ntions, and 'vsho had been exposed for eight days without bedding and 
without tents to an incleiaent climate, and who were daily thronging 
into hospital,— I reluctantly obeyed an mevitable necessity, and arrang- 
ed for evacuating the fort, and cutting my way to Jumrood 

“ The importance of retainmg possession of the post of AUee Musjid 


fifty of the original Jus«ailchee gammon, I felt it my duty not to op 


‘ But on the morning of the 24tli Captain Mncke»on represented to 
me that his Jussailchees had changed their mmds, and had resohcd 
not to remain after the departure of the two regiments under my com- 
mand nie evacuation of the fortress had now become inentable, and 
the collective force marched on the mormng of the 24th, about daybreak 
* Our return was accomplished m the face of a wary and actn-e foe, 
whose numhers, always considerable, were invariably found to be greate«t 
above the narrower and more difficult defiles 

' Among the precipitous heights that skirt the Shadec Ougccar and 
Kafir I ungee Passes, they were especially numerous , and here, m «pite 
of our best exertions m crowning the heights and checking their attacks 
on the Rear Guard, they directed against us, from beneath the shelter of 
their steep and scarcely perceptible " sanyas/ a galling fire, which m 
dieted on us heavy loss in killed and wounded It was here that that 
able and gallant officer, Captain Alexander WJson, fell at the head of 
the C4ih llegirocnt 

“ About this time, finding that the cattle, from liaving been olino«t 
starved during the preceding six dajs were too feeble to carrj their 
burdens I sent orders to Lieutenant Corsar, the officer commanding the 
Hear Guard, to relinquish all such cattle as had a tendency to delay Ins 
movements , and to come up and join the main body This he accord- 
ingly did and after four hours bard fighting, we succeeded in reaching 
Jumrood 

'• I have deeply to deplore the numerous casualties that have befallen 
tlic Detachment under mj command . although it is some satisfaction to 
know, tliat the loss on the part of Uie enemy was likewise considerable 
“ Enclosed is a copy of my order on the occasion, in which art enu- 
merated the names of those Officer*, who particularly attracted my at- 
tention during the engagement 1 also enclose a li«t of killed and 
wounded 

Finally, I cannot abstain from an expression of my regret, tint f should 
have been unaccompanied by either cavalry or guns A detachment of 
the former arm would haic Iwcn most u«eful In cutting up tlic cnemj 
between Alice Mu*jid and the Kafir lungee Pu's, when, the hatrgngt. 
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WHS chiefly phnulcrcd, nml where the ground was good for cavalry to 
act tipon. I have, &c. 

G. W. Mosr.i.UY, Ucut.-Col. 

Commanding the Detachment. 


/{.rfraef of Detachment Orders fn/ Lieutenant Colonel Moskij-.y, Com- 
iiianding. Camp Kawnlsur, 2oth Jan. 1842, 

" Limit. Goloucl Moseley feels much gnitification in conveying to the 
tllHccr? and Men composing the Detachment under his command, his 
sentiments on the hnpjiy issue of their exertions of yesterday morning, 
and on the success that crowned their clTorts to cut their way througli 
the strongly defended and diflicult Passes of the Khyber, from the 
fortress of Alice Musjid hack to 4fninrood. 

'• For these happy results, the Commanding Ofiiecr takes to himself 
no credit. They were mainly nttrihubihlc to the gnllantr)' and intelli- 
gence of those OfTtcers who were engaged in the imjiortant dutic.s of 
crowning the heights, nnd hringing uj) the Rear Guard, duties which the 
nature of the countrj* rendered of no common difliculty and danger. 

" The Commanding Officer congnitulates the Officers nnd Men on 
the courage nnd cndunince evinced by nil under his command, nnd he 
has no hesitation in declaring his opinion that, nothing would have sur- 
mounted the dinicultics oficred to the passage of the column, short of 
the determined hearing which was thus dis]ilaycd. 

" Though the brunt of the action fell upon the G4th Regiment, yet 
both the 53rd nnd G4th Regiments behaved with equal inlrejiidit)'. 

“ For the valuable assistance afforded him by Major Hoggnn, com- • 
manding the 53rd Regiment, the Commanding Officer feels most grateful, 
as also for that afforded him by the late Captain Wilson, who fell gal- 
lantly at the head of the G4th Regiment, while opposed to the enemy in 
the Kafir Tungee Pass. 13y the death of this able nnd exemplar)^ officer, 
the state sustains a severe loss. 

“ It may not he irrelevant here to state, that the Commanding Officer 
had the satisfaction personally to express his thanks to Cajitain Wilson 
a few minutes before his death, on the steady gallantry displa 5 'ed by him- 
self and his regiment throughout the morning. 

“ To Captain Mackeson, Political Agent, and Captain Ferris of the 
.lussailchcc corps, the Commanding Officer feels much indebted for the 
valuable information thej*^ afforded him as to the nature of the country 
to be traversed, and by W’hich the arrangements for crowning the heights 
were mainly regulated ; as also to Lieut. Becher, commanding the En- 
gineers, for the able assistance he on eve;^ occasion rendered. 

“ Where aU behaved with gallantry, it is difficult to draw distinctions, 
but the Commanding Officer cannot pass unnoticed, the intrepid conduct 
of Captains Tylee and Campbell of the Grenadier and Light Companies 
53rd Regiment, and Captain Prior and Lieutenant Rattray of the Light 
Company and Grenadiers 64th Regiment, (all of whieh divisions were 
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employed m crowning the heights) and of Lieutenants Corsar and 
Young, who brought up the Rear Guard without confusion, though not 
without heavy loss in killed and wounded 

" The Commandant has received with much «atisfaction from Major 
Hoggan, and also from the late Captain Wilson, (just before hia death,) 
assurances of their high estimation of the 2 e^ous aid afforded them 
throughout the whole affair by Lieutenants Hunter and Flyter, their 
respective Adjutant®. 

“ To Brevet Captam Thomas. 64th Regiment, his Detachment Staff, 
r ’ thanks are due for his untinng exer. 

• ■ the abihty, coolness, and celerity with 

I on horseback under a heai-y fire, he 
delivered the Commandant’s orders, or conveyed mteUigence from di«tant 
pomt® 

“ In conclusion Lieutenant Colonel Moseley begs to offer his warmest 
’ ‘ ’ ’ t collectively, 

the strongest 
• had to o%er- 

tome me ueitriuineu opposition ot an enemy, w ea sKiiieu m the warfare 
peculiarly adapted to the country 

0 P Thomas, Brnet Captain, 
Detachment Staff" 

Extract of Brigade Orders hg Bri^arfier Witn, Commanding tkeBngades 
Camp Katraffur, 29M Janvary, 1842 
‘ To Lieutenant Colonel Moseley, who in the first instance bo suc- 
cessfully rebeved the garrison of Alice Mu^jid by a night march, and 
aftensards ably conducted the retreat of tlic 53rd and 64th Regiments, 
the Brigadiers warm thanks are due, as al«o to all the Officers and 
Men under his command, who Inve so cheerfully endured the hardships 
that have befallen them ' 


Lut of hilled and Ifounded of the Detachment,^^Zd Uegiment 



Kiliei 




\V oaadeti 




Corps 

s 

J 

a 

m 

J 

X 

f 

w 

5 

p. 

u 

s 

J 


c 

J 

*3 

1 

g 

y. 

1 

&3<t Urgiment K I , 

2 

\ 

7 

i 

i 

I 

I 

0 

, 

4 

21 

Toul, 

2 

> 


m 

m 

B 




4 

21 

Oraixl Total, .. 


10 





36 






Aam<r tff Qffeert 

,71 . , S*’“**K'*J M Swtmofl »ounJ»J 

jlJ N I . p ^ \on>Uj*fn Jiwam. 












Tin; uKTitnujTivr. iouck. 


1S7 


IJfi of Killed and illniiidcd of the Detachment , — G 4 /// llcgt. 


Oor|i<;. 


G4lh Hc^iincnl N. I., 


I'otftl, 


Gran J ’I'oral, . . 


Killoii, 


I i 


C I 
a 
c ' 
£1 

I-- 

j y 


c 

tc 


'3l 

vn 


n 
6 1 


n 0, 0, 0, 0, 1 1 


l' oj o| 0 oj 1 l|l» 


■/} 


19 


n 


Woumicil. 


f f2 


^!S 

S' I o 
V3 


1 2 


oj l{ 2 j 0 

121~ 


,2 1 n 
l-^i OT 


7 101 

i 

7 101 


jVcww ()/ Officers, 

„ . ,, X, I < Cnninm A. Wilfon Killed, 

Olth Hcgiincnt, A. I. ^ UcutcimnlT. Unllray, wounded Beveroly. 


After tills nfTnir, it became obvious that nothing’ could be done to 
succour the garrison of Jcllalabad until the force under Major General 
Pollock, ordered by the Government to proceed to AlTglianistan, should 
reach Pcslmwur. lliis force was fully adapted to every service that 
could be required of it under the circumstances. It consisted of Her 
Majesty'’s 3rd Light Dragoons, the 1st and the 10th Regts. of Bengal 
Light Cavalrj’’, the 3rd Irregular Cavalrj% a troop of Horse Artillery, 
two light Field Batteries, Her Majesty’s 9th and 31st Regts. of Foot ; the 
Gth, 26th, 30th, 33d, .'iSd, 60th and 64th, Regts. of Bengal Native In- 
fantry. One dmsiou was placed under the command of Major General 
McCasldll of the Gth Foot, and Colonel White of the 3d Light Dra- 
goons was made a Brigadier. 

While this force, and a large body of Sildi Allies was assembling. 
Generals Nott and Sale continued to hold their respective positions at 
Candahhr and Jellalabad, in spite of the orders for their abandonment 
from Major Pottinger and General Elphinstone. The following is a copy 
of the. order addressed to the Political Agent at Candahar ': — 
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“ Caubul, 25lh December, 1841 — Sin, — It having been found ncccs 
saiy to conclude an agreement, founded on that of the htc Sir W H 
Macnaghten, for the evacuation of AfFghanistan by our troops, vve have 
the honor to request, that you will intimate to the officer commandiDg 
at Candahar, our wish that the troops now at that place and at Khelat- 
1 Ghilzie, together with the Bnti<-h aulhonties and troops within your 
jurisdiction, should return to India at the earhest convenient season 
Nawab Jubbur Khan, who is the bearer of this letter, will render you 
all the assistance in his power He has been appomted Governor of 
Candahar on the part of the existing Government 

E POTTIVGEK, 

W Elpuinstone, M G 
“PS — If you require tivo or three days to make your preparation" 
you must not remain in the city, but proceed to your cantonment 
Wlntever you are ohhged to leave behind, you will make over to the 
Nubwab Jubbur Khan E Pottinoer, 

\V ELmivsToNE, M G " 


Su: Robert Salefound Jellalabadinavery dilapidated condition, but he 
was compelled to occupy it, as his position at Oundamuck was untenable, 
and there i" no doubt, that if he bad not been precipitate m his movement, 
the enemy would have anticipated him. The town was found to be w itii* 
out defences which could he of any avail There wus cover for the assail* 
ants withm range of the dilapidated parapet, and there was but one day’s 
provisions m store But the"e difficulties served only to stimulate the 
officers and men to exertion They collected provi'ions from the neigh* 
bourmg villages, which gave them half rations Tliey set to work on 
the defences, repelhng every attack of the enemy, and on two occasions, 
sallying forth, and completely defeating them The walls ro«c gradu- 
ally under their hands, and were soon mounted with mne guns, and 
their position was rendered impregnable to any Affgban ns«ault From 
the 12th of November to the 24th of December, the men bad cheerfully 
worked seven hours a day on the defences , and tlicir hohday was on 
Christmas-day. 'fbcir conduct was throughout exemplary llicrc 
was no rum nor spirits in the encampment, and no money Not ten 
Rupees was to be found either m the soldier’s kit, or the General s chest 
At length, on the 27th December, twenty-five horsemen rode into the 
town from Pcshawur, each with 1000 Rupees in lus siddlc-lngs Tlicy 
had been sent on by Capt Mockeson, and were followed by other*, with 
the like prcei<5u8 charge » 
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Several forays were subsequently made, and generally with good 
cflcct; from 100 to 700 head of cattle being occasionally driven in when 
found gnuing near the fort. The enemy remained in the neighborhood, 
but did not molest the occupants of the fortress during the months of 
January and Februar)', though they carefully prevented any communica- 
tion (excepting by single cossids or messengers) between them and their 
friends at Pcshavvair. Early in March, however, Mahomed Akhbar 
Khan having arranged affairs to his satisfaction at Cabul, and lodged his 
English prisoners in the forts of Buddiahbad at Lughman, came to 
.Tcllahibad, and took iicrsonal command of the rebels who had invested 
the place. His presence was the signal for active operations, and it was 
apprehended that amongst other methods of attack, he meditated under- 
mining the garrison. This supposition led to the measures described 
below in Sir Robert Sale’s despatch : — 

To Captain Poxso.suY, Assistant Adjutant General, JcUalalad, llih 

March, 1842. 

"Sin, — Do me the favor to acquaint Major General Pollock, C. B., 
that since I last addressed you, the enemy have, in furtherance of their 
plan of establishing a vigorous blockade, daily insulted the jdace by 
throwing swarms of skirmishers into the ravines and hollows round the 
walls, ivnd behind the remains of mud forts, which arc so extensive, 
that no industrj' has enabled us wholly to clear them away. It has been 
their practice to plant their standards in conspicuous points of the cir- 
cumference thus occupied, and to keep up a constant fire of musquetry 
upon our parajicts. I have resisted these attcmjits, by the fire from 
Batteries, and the occasional aim from our best marksmen. We have 
sustained few casualties, and those of the enemy have, I suspect, been 
uniformly serious. On the 10th instant, the covert advance of the 
Affghans was particularly persevering against our Northern face; to- 
wards evening our spies brought us information, that the enemy were 
drmng a mine in tliis direction, and though I entertained great doubts 
of the correctness of this statement, I thought it prudent to ascertain 
the truth by a sortie. On the morning of the 11th, I placed under 
the orders of Lieut. Col. Dennie, 300 men of the 13th, 300 of the 
35th, and 200 of the Corps of Sappers ; having at the same time direct- 
ed Captain Oldfield to move on with the Cavalry into the plain to the 
southward, and endeavour to fix the attention of the enemy in that di- 
rection. The Lieut. Col. sallied out by tlie Peshawur gate a little after 
day-breali, and his column swept steadily round into tlie low ground 
to the northward. Contrarj’^ to expectation, this was found. to be aban- 
doned ; but a strong picquet of the enemy’s foot occupied a salient 
point on a rising ground, which commanded it ; from this they were 
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driven in a nio«!t spintcd manner by Captain Broadfoot, at the licid of 
the detachment of Sappers and Miners, and he pursued the retreating 
enemy into and beyond a tower and garden wall, of which he took 
and kept possession The 35th, under Captain Seaton, and Captain 
Wilkinson’s Company of tiie 13th, Were then established as skir- 
mishers around the rums of old forts, whilst the remainder of the IStli 
were held in reserve The Cavalry appeared at the same moment, and 
supported the left flank of our Lne of occupation an examination of 
the ground proved that neither shaft nor gallery had been commenced 
and I therefore directed the troops to mthdraw Phe whole camp of 
Mahomed Akbar was, by this tune, m full alert, and heavy ma««es of 
Cavalry, and a cloud of Foot were pressing fonvnrd towards our “kir 
mi«hers Our detachment, however, retired in the most perfect order, 
under their Are, and our guns and mortars from the wall<», kept the 
Affghans m check m the roost satisfactory manner On our extreme 
right, their Horse made an attempt to nde m upon Captain Broad- 
foot’s party, hut a volley from the Sappers and Miners brought them 
to a h^t m evident discomfiture Our loss in wounded was v ery tri- 
fling " I have, &c , 

R Saie, Major General 


While t!ic«e events were passing at Jellalabad, General Nott was pre- 
paring to receive the enemy at Candahnr The return of Colonel Mac 
hren’s Brigade, after an ineffectual endeavour to reach Cabul, whither 
It had been dispatched for the purpose of attempting a rehef, rendered 
the force at Candahar strong enough to resist all imaginable oppooition 
as long as provisions held out The force coD«isted of Her Majesty’s 
40th Regt , the 2nd, 16th, 38th, 42nd, and 43d Regts Bengal N. I , the 
25th Bombay N I , a large detail of Artillery, and some of Shah Soo- 
jah's troops of both arms Nevertheless, it was deemed necessary to 
take precautions against surpnsc and treachery The detachment at 
KiUa Abdoolla, half way between Quetta and Cand’vliar, wtis sent bnck 
to the former place— n movement nhidi, Uiough rapid, was attended by 
some lo«3 The people of Candahar were clo«eIy watclicd, and the 
guards at the aty gates doubled *1110 detachment at Kheht-i Ghilnc was 
considered safe, or its premature withdraw al, at any rate, impolitic Bur 
mg the month of November and the early part of December, every 
thing remained quiet at Candahar, but at the end of DcccmlKT, tlie 
Jaun bauz Cavalry corp*, under Captain Golding, mutuuetl. munkrcil 
their commandant, and fled with the whole of their Inggage 'llicj were 
pursued and overtaken 1i) Captain I<ec«ons Hor«i and anoilier Jaun 
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bnur. Ucirinunt. tinder Cujitnin Wilpon. The Intter, however, hung liacic 
ut n critical innmeiU, leaving the htilllc to he fought by Capt. Tucson's 
party only. 'I'hc traitomu? .Tnun baum'? tied after a short conflict (with 
the lof"; of dO hilled and wounded) and joined (he standard of the 
Barnhr.ye Chief at Dabla, forty miles from Khclat-i-Ghilzie, the nucleus 
of tlie rebellion in the South. Here too ihcDoomncc tribes assembled ; 
and not long afterwards the Ghilrie chief, Uchtar Khan, heading some 
thousands of the thirsty mountaineers, presented himself, to .share in the 
battles and the sjioiK of the rebellion. Nothing more was wanting to 
render the insurrection formidable than the presenee of Prince Suftur 
.Tung, who wn'5 then, and for some time previously luul heoii, on friendly 
term*: with the British at Canduhar, — and of this the rebels had .soon to 
boa^t. His Higbne'" fled in the course of Deeember, and early in the 
following month advanced to Cnndabar with n large force to attack 
General Notl. 

Tlic General did not wait for the enemy, but went nut to meet them, 
and on the. 12th of .Tnmiary lvS-12, di«pcrscd them with little loss. From 
tlii'-' lime, and for some avccks snli.^ccpicntly. the city suflered no moles- 
tation, but towards the close of Fchninrj* the enemy reappeared in 
con--ideniblo numbers, bc.adcd ns before. General Nott now determined 
to read them a severe lc.‘-sori, driving them to n great distance from Jiis 
vicinage to ensure to the Cnndahurics who remained faithful to British 
interests a long continuance of tnincpiillity, while he satisfied the dis- 
aflcctcd parlies within the \i-all« that the rebel chieftains were power- 
Ic.'^s against a well di'-ciplincd army. General Nott's dispatches briefly 
recite his proceedings on these sevend occasions : — 

To Licutennni Colonel Sti'aiit, MiUtnrij Secretary to the Goverinnent of 
India . Kandahar, \2th January, 1842. 

“ Si a, — I have the honour to acquaint yon, for the information of 
the night Hon’hlc the Governor General of India, that the rebel 
Army, under the command of Prince Suftur Jung, Attah Mahomed, 
and other Chieftains, having approached to within fifteen miles of 
Kandahar, I Ibis morning moved out of the City with five and a half 
Regiments of Infantr 3 \ Shah’s 1st Cavalry, a party of Skinner’s 
IIor.se, and sixteen guns. After n march of four hours over a very 
difficult countrj’, I came in sight of the rebel army, from fifteen to 
twenty thousand men, drawn up in a strong position on the right 
hank of the Urgliundah. I immediately crossed the river, the troops 


H 



192 


tSENKRiil. NOTT*S DISPATCH. 


marched to the attack, and in twenty minutes carried their position, 
and dispersed' their whole army. The Cavalry with a troop of Horse 
Artillery were instantly sent in pursuit, and followed the fugitives 
about eight miles. Tlie Enemy’s loss was severe ; their fire was high 
and wild, and our loss has been very trifling. I enclose a list of killed 
and wounded. 

“ I beg to bring to the favourable notice of Government the follow- 
ing Officers who commanded Corps and Detachments : 

“ Lieutenant Colonel "Wymer, 38th Regiment N. I. 

“ Lieutenant Colonel McLaren, 16th Nath’e Infantry. 

Major Lane, 2d Native Infantry. 

“ Major Hibbert, Her Majesty’s 40tb Regiment. 

*' Captain Dalzell, in charge of a Wing of the 42d N. I. 

“ Captain MacDonell, Sh^’s 5th Infantry. 

" Captain Anderson, Bengal Artillery. 

“ Captain I/ieson, Shah’s 1st Cavalry, and 

'* Capt^ Haldane, Skinner’s Horse. 

" My thanks are due to Captsuns Polwhele and Scott, Brigade Majors 
— to Major Sanders, Bengal Engineers, for his constant zetd and exer* 
tions — to Lieutenant North, Bombay Engineers, and to Lieutenant, 
lytler. Assistant Quarter Master General. 

“ Major Rawlinson, Political Agent, was in the field, end kindly acted 
as one of my Staff. 

*' The Troops, both European and Native, beha«d with their usual 
goUantr}'. 1 am, &c. 

W. Nott, Mojor Qml, 
Commandinff Kandahar.” 


Return a/ the Killed, Wounded and Nhshff in the Force under the com- 
mand o/ Major General Nott, in the engaffonent with the Enemy, near 
Kandahar, on the 12/A January 1842. Kandahar, 12/A January, 
1842. 


“ Horse Artillery, S. S. F. — ^Wounded 1 private and 4 horses ; 
missing 1 syce and 2 horses. 

“ Bombay Artillery, 3d Company Ist Battalion.— Wounded 1 private. 

“ Her Majesty’s 40th Il^mcnt.— Wounded 1 lieutenant, 1 serjennt, 
1 corporal, and 7 privates. 

“ 38th Regiment Native Infantry.— Killed 1 nmek and 1 private ; 
wounded 1 corporal, 13 privates and 1 bhisty. 

“ Shah’s 5lh Regiment of Infantry. — ^Wounded I captain. 

"Shah’s 1st Cavalry.— Killed 1 private and 5 horses; woandctl 1 
ensign, 6 corporals, 7 privates and 12 horses. 

" Detachment Ist Irregular Bengal Cavalry.— Killed I private ; mis- 
sing 4 horses. 

“ Grand total of killed, wounded and missing, 47 officers and men, 
and 27 horsc^. 
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" Sisr.liV .‘ith Ucirt. — Capt. MacdimcH. j-liglitlv. 
n. M.V •UU)» Kvirt. Liiait. E. I/io. «cvoi<'ly. 

1G{1) N*. I. ilnjnjT chuy 1st C-»v!iiry H. S, F., ICnsign Cliainbcr- 

latn. ^^vt ri'ly. 

X<irr, Major Gcal. 

To 'J'. M. Ma»i»ock, JisQ. 

Secretary to (hr Govt, of Judin, Caiciitln. 

Cnndahnr, Vlth March, 1S42. 

" — I linvo the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 

Uight Honorable the Governor Gcncnil of India, tliat during tlic month 
<'f Febntary, eonsiderabh* ntimbers of the rebel forces, under the com- 
tnnnd of IVinee Fnftur dung and other -Afglian Oiiefa, assembled. in tlie 
^‘!rinily of Cnnd.aliar. plundering the villages, and by cverj' possible 
means urging the inhabitants to join in nn attack upon the IJritish 
tn^mp,--. In the beginning of the preent month, the enemy approached 
clo‘e to tlsc city of thandahar. 

'• 1 made the necc'-san* arnmgements for the safety of the city, and 
leaving u garrison of about 2G0() men in it, I on the 7th instant, moved 
uiUi the remainder of mv force ag;unst the enemy. They retired as I 
advanced ; they were driven first across the river 'J'umuk, and then 
aero'-s the Urtrliundab. They would not allow out Infantry to come in 
contact with. them. On the 9lh, we got near enough to open our guns 
ujam them vith groat eUcct ; they were soon broken and fled ; my want 
of good Cav.'dn' s.aved them from being totally destroyed ; they were 
dispersed in every’ direction, 

” During a march of five day.s, opposed to 12,000 of the enemy, who 
had upwards of GOOO well-mounted Cavalry, continually moving round 
mir column, not a camel was taken or a jiarticlc of baggage lost. The 
troojis marched without tents, both oflicens and men, and the conduct 
of my Artillerj' and Infantry was c.xccllcnt. 

" 1 think lliis disjicr.sion of the rebel force will have the bc.st cficct, ns 
it will convince the inhabitiuits that the chiefs cannot face ns in the field 
with any chance of .success, I am now doing all in my pow’cr to con- 
ciliate the villagers, and to induce them to return to the cultivation of 
their lands, and to live in peace under the assurance of protection. 

'• During my absence, a strong detachment of the enemy made an 
attempt on the city, and succeeded in burning one of the gates, but 
they were repulsed with great loss by the gallantry of the troops in 
garrison, under the command of Major Lane, of the 2d Regiment N. I., 
wliosc report shall be foiavardcd for the information of Government by 
the first opportunity. 

I am, &c. 

W. Nott, Major General, 

Comdg. at Canduhar." 

2 c 
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The report of Major Lane, referred to in the concluding pa««age of 
General Nott’s letter, is here given It should be stated, by way of 
preface, that the gamson left with Major Lane, consisted only of some 
details of Her Majesty’s dOth Regt , the 2d Regt Bengal N I , lome 
of the Shah’s Infantry, and a small proportion of Artillery 


From Jl/fyor C. R W Lase, Comrf^ Candahar Garrison, to Captain 
Scott, Major of brigade, Candahar, 12fA March, 1842 

“ Sia,— For the information of Major General Nott, commanding 
I ha\e the honor to report the following particulars of an attack made 
upon Candahar on the night of the 10th instant 

'During tl f . » * , ' ■ 

horse and foo 
position near ■ 
of the day th 

moMng ’ • ’ ' ‘ ■ e Shikarpore 

gate • the Political 

Agent • j eraaio vnthin 

their house*, and precautions were taken to secure the gates by pihng 
bags of grun inside 

' About 8 o'clock r m , a desperate attack was made upon the Herat 
gate, and owing to the darkness of the night, some combustibles were 
placed near it and ignited unperceived. and m a few minutes the gate 
was in flames I immediately ordered a part) of 100 rank and file from 
tlie 2 q Regiment, and a company from the Shah’s Ist Infantry, to sup-* 
port the guard at tlie gate, and two guns were also placed in po'ition 
commanding tlie entrance 

“ Den"e masses of the enemy had now collected at this point, keeping 
up an ince«sant and hcaiy fire, which was returned with great effect 
from the ramparts but so reckless and danng were the assailants 
that notvnth'tanding the fearful havoc among them, eight or ten men 
actually forced tlicir way, by tearing down the bummg fragments of the 
gate, and scrimblmg oier the bags of gram , these were instnntlj shot, 
and their fate together with the galling fire from the wall*, dismayed 
the attackmg party, who retired about midnight, after four hours’ re. 
«olute fighting 

“ Another attack took place at the Shikarpore gate about 9 r « . and 
n similar attempt was made to fire it, which, however, fuled and 
the as«aihnt8 were dnven back , a small party also approached the Ca* 
bool gate, but the gamson being every where on the alert, the enemy 
was compelled to retire about 1 o'clock a si of the lltb. and when 
the day broke, not a soul was tanhlc 

“'rJic guarf* over llie several gates were so complctrlj shcltercfl 
that not a «inglc ca«uftlty oceumd whilst the wclUdircctcd and dettruc. 
tive fire which was maintained for ncirly four hour*, mu«t haicdone 
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great execution. Uinvards of fifty dead bodies were found in and near 
the Herat gate, and from the determined assault of the enemy who 
came close up to the walls, their loss must have been immense ; report 
estimates it at 1000 hilled and wounded, and I am informed by Major 
Rawlinson, Political Agent, that Prince Sufter Jung, Meerza Ahmed, 
and other Sirdars were present, encouraging the assailants. 

“ A considerable quantity of grain was unavoidably destroyed at the 
Herat gate, but as it presented a strong bairier, 1 trust the sacrifice 
will be considered unimportant. Tliis gate has been built up, and the 
others have been temporarily barricaded with grain bags. 

" Before concluding my report, I would beg to acknowledge the 
valuable assistance rendered me on this occasion by Major Rawlinson, 
Political Agent, and Captain Ripley, Fort Adjutant. The exertions of 
every ofiicer and soldier in garrison were unremitting, and it affords me 
infinite pleasure to bear testimon)^ to the admirable conduct of all par- 
ties during the attack. I have, &c. 

CiiAs. R. W. Lane, Major, 
Comdff. Candahar Garrison.” 


As stated by Major Lane, the enemy broke up tbeir encampment in tbe 
night, and immediately sent, from their place of retreat, to the Political 
Agent, proposing terms. These were not accepted. The rebels did not, 
however, return to the attack on Candahar, but contented themselves 
with plundering the well-disposed HUagers in the neighbourhood. To 
put an end to these attacks upon the defenceless. General Nott sent 
out Colonel Wymer, with an adequate force, and had shortly the satis- 
faction of receiving from that officer, a report of his movements. Tliis 
report is subjoined, preceded by the commendatory dispatch which the 
General addressed to the Government on the occasion of announcing 
Colonel Wymer’s successes : — 


From Major General W. Nott, Commanding at Candahar, to T. H. 
Mad DOCK, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Calcutta. Can- 
dahar, 2Sth March, 1842. 

" Sir, — Haidng deemed it desirable to detach a Brigade under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Wymer, for the double purpose of 
foraging, and giving protection to the numerous villages on the left 
bank of the Urghundab river, against the marauding system adopted 
by the rebel army, commanded by Prince Suftur Jung and other 
Affghan chiefs ; I have now the honor to forward to you, for the in- 
formation of the Right Hon’ble the Goveinor- General of India, a report 
from that officer of an attack made on his detachment, and of the 
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complete defeat of the enemy I have ascertained that their lo«s 
great, and that se\eral of their chiefs were killed and vronnded, vfhile 
out loss i^as comparatively trifling 

“ On my amval on the field, I was pleased with the judicious 
arrangements made hy Lieutenant Colonel Wymer , and the cool and 
determined manner in which he opposed the enemy and protected his 
convoy did credit to our arms, and I beg leave to bring him under the 
fa\orabIe notice of Government 

" The enemy was finally dnven across the Urghundab in the grcate«t 
confusion, and with very considerable loss The Artillery and Infantry 
distinguished them«ehea 

1 have &c 

W Nott, Major General, 

Commanding at Candahar ' 


From Lieutenant Colonel G P Wymer. Commanding Detachment to 
Capt Scott, Major of Brigade, Candahar Camp, Baba WttUee, ^"th 
March, 1842 

'• Sir,— I have the honor to report for the information of Major 
General Nott, commanding at Candahar, that m obedience to his in* 
stmctions, I marched from that place with 
1 Troop Shah « H Arty (he force noted m the margin on the morning 

} ’ of 25th instant, with the intention of fo. 

I6th R«gt Bengal N I raging for the Cavalry and cattle at the village 

3Sth Retft. ditto of Seikhchulah, but on recemng a report 

mu Shah I Uegt Captam Dallas, that the country there- 

abouts bad recently been foraged ot cr, and the 
u ater turned off by the enemy, he suggested the advantage to be derived 
by a mo^e upon Baba WuUec, which was adopted On reaching 
that place 1 sighted the rebel camp on the opposite side of tlie Urghun- 
dib distant about four miles, and large bodies of Cavalrj grazing 
their horses bet>veen it and the nver I continued m) march to 
the spot selected for my encampment, and shortly after reaching it at 
half-past 10 or 11, a large body of the enemy’s Cavalry ^\os ob«crved 
forming and occupying the Pass in roy rear , on which I reinforced the 
rear guard with two guns and aningof the 38th N I , pbcing the con- 
voy under the hills in the rear, and protecting its front and flanks 
Avith the force at my di^«al, which had hardly been cflTccfcd. when 
finding the force above mentioned fast increasing, I deemed it highly 
necessary to move back for their dispcr'ion, taking with roc two ffonc 
Artillery guns under Lieut Turner, the 38Ui Kcgimcnt, and a 
Skinners Horse under Lieut Travers detaching two Comjiamcs 3 in 
Regiment to drive the cnemj from the tops of some low hills they 
had crowned with horsemen on mj left, winch was sjwcdilj done 
and the well directed fin, from Lieutenant Turner’s guns stoii 
in the body of the enemy collected on the Pass, commandetJ. I nm to ‘ 
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by Salloo Khan and Taj Mahomed, who moved round to join the party 
then threatening the right flank of the convoy. On this I retraced my 
steps, and rejoined the convoy, which had been left under Lieut. Col. 
McLaren’s charge during my absence, and who had dislodged a third 
body of the enemy from the enclosed gardens and villages in his front 
with a part of the 16th Regiment. On my reaching the convoy, I 
directed Captain Macan, commanding the Shah’s 2d Regiment, to move 
his corps, supported hy two guns and the half of Leeson’s Horse under 
Ensign Chamberlain, against the party on the right flank, which move- 
ment had been partly executed, when the force under the Major General’s 
personal command arrived to my support, at the time when the party of 
Cavalry under Ensign Chamberlain received a partial check from an 
overpowering body of the enemy, and that officer was severely wound- 
ed, and Lieut. Travers slightly, who acted in concert with him. 

“ Enclosed I have the honor to forward a return of the killed and 
wounded on the occasion, and to express my entire approbation of 
the conduct of all officers and men engaged in the action. 

“ I trust I may be permitted to bring to the Major General’s notice, 
the admirable practice of the Artillery under Lieut. Turner’s guidance, 
every shot from which told with beautiful effect upon the dense masses 
of the enemy. 

“ To Lieut. Waterfield, Adjutant 3Sth Re^ment, who acted as my 
Personal Staff on the occasion, I am much indebted for the very able 
manner in which he conducted the various duties assigned him. 

I have, &c, 

G. P. Wymer, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Commanding Detachment*' 

Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of the Detachment under the Command of Lieut.- 
ColonelWn^izn, in the engagement with the Enemy, near Baba Wullee, on the 25ffi 
Instant. 

Camp Bala Wullee, Ttth March, 1842. 
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“ Grand Total of killed, tvoanded and missing, forty two (*5) Officers and Men, 
and 18 Horses 

Doing duty witli detachment Jat Irregular Bengal Caraliy, Lieutenant Tmeis, 
2nd Regiment Bengal N I , slightly 

*' Doing duty ivith detachment SbaVs 1st Cavalry, Tnsign N B Chamherlain, 
16th ditto, severely 

G P WvMEn Lifut Cut 
Commanding Vetochtnfnt 

While Genenl Nott thus skilfully maintained his poeiUon at Can- 
dahar the Pohtical Officers in Seinde were taking metsures to reinforce 
him with a part of the troops sent from Bombay A proportion of 
these troops, under the command of Major General England of Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regt (successor to Major General Brooke,) consisting of 
Her Majesty’s 41st Regt , two regiments of Bombay Native Infantry, a 
regiment of Bombay Light Cavalry, some Horse and Foot Artillery, had 
made their way, with little interruption through the Bolan Pass to Quetta, 
leaving the remamder of the force, and a convoy under Major Simmons 
of Her Majesty's 4 Ist Regt at Dadur, to follow a few days subsequently. 
On amvmg at Quetta, Major General England finding that a hilt would 
probably subject the troops to «ome mconiemence, from the difficulty 
of obtaining forage in sufficient abundance, determined to move on to 
Candahar And here, in the absence of the dispatch detaihng cir- 
cumstantially the adventures attending this movement, an excellent 
summary is borrowed from the “ Bombay Jimw’*— a Journal that has 
eatabh*hed a heavy claim upon the reading communitj , for the pains 
taken by the Editor to accumulate facts connected with the uar in 
Affghanistan 

" The force,’ says the Bombay Times, * which marched from Quetta on 
the Q6th, con8i«ted of 4 guns of the horse brigade, (Lethe’s)—! troop 
of the Jrd Light Cavalry, 5 companies of H M 4l8t, C comp« of the 
light battalion N I , with 50 Poonali horse theic having m charge a 
convoy of 4|- lakhs of treasure, medical store*, and ammunition for Can- 
dahar, with 1500 camels, besides other beasts of burthen 'flic object 
of the advance was to gtt into a jiart of the country where forage for 
the camels and cattle could be procured— there to await the arrival of 
the remainder of the convoy, consisting of the other companies of H M 
4lBt, details of the 6th and 21"t N I with 9 lakh* of trea*un. and 
2000 camels which left Dadur on the 28th March, and reached Quetta 
on the 4th Apnl Hie village of Ilykulzyc, 31 miles cast of Quetta, 
was the place selected for the halt which wr« cxjicctcd to have amount- 
od to about ten da^ when the Bngade under Major Simmon* wmiW 
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have joined, it was supposed about the 7th : the force, by the time 
amounting to above 2500 men, were then to have proceeded together. 
Hykulzye was reached on tiie morning of the 28th. Some slight skir- 
mishing had taken place on the 26th, but no serious obstruction or an- 
noyance had been offered on our advance. A number of stragglers 
appeared u])on the hills, but from all that was known there was no rea- 
son to suspect these of being any thing other than ro\dng mountaineers, 
or marauders generally so placed to watch our movements in every part 
of the counti’y. So stern and inviolable was the silence maintained in 
reference to the intentions of the insurgents, that though General 
England had been received udth the utmost cordiality and kindness by 
the chief men of Hykulzye, only six miles from the Pass, where the 
most strenuous exertions had for two months been making to construct 
baiTicades now completed, not a w'ord was whispered as to there being 
any intention whatever to interrupt our progress, even by those who 
apparently were most interested and anxious for our success. Not only 
must the construction and condition of the field-works have been gener- 
ally known to the whole country around, but the chiefs who when 
closely questioned, professed the most absolute ignorance on the subject, 
must have been aware that at the very moment they were malcing the 
most friendly and cordial professions of confidence, Mahomed Sedeez, the 
leader of the insurgents south of Candahar, was strongly posted on the 
hills close by, with the view of obstructing our advance. 'I'his furnishes 
striking proof of our total want of information beyond the line of our 
picquets, as well as of the extent and compactness of the combination 
against us. As our force proceeded, it became apparent that the insur- 
gents were prepai'ed to offer us a determined resistance on the rising 
ground which flanked the line of march on our right, and completely 
commanded the road alotig which the Brigade must pass. 

“A detachment consisting of four light companies from H. M. dlst 
and the 25th and 21st N. I., were ordered to charge in line (not in 
column,) up the hill, and storm the breast-work on its summit ; these 
amounted in all to 180 men, — while the remaining portion of the wing 
of the 41st, 220 strong, under cover of four of Capt. Leslie’s guns witli 
about 70 men, covered the attack. The remainder of the force, about 
600 strong, remained in charge of the baggage, and were, in fact, con- 
sidering its bulkiness, not more than sufficient for its protection. Until 
the head of the storming party reached the crest of the exterior de- 
fences, the strength of the enemy was completely concetilcd from us hr 
their field works, which consisted of a succession of breast-works, im- 
proved by a ditch and abatris ; the ditch b said to have been filled witii 
thorns, and the first outwork to have been commanded liy a flanking 
fire. So soon as we got close up to teem, a dense and determined mass 
burst out with such fur}’- on our men, tliat with the advantage of die 
rising ground, of a fire maintained with singular steadiness, precisionr 
and effect from their other works, and of overwhelming number in 
favour, the contest quickly became so unequal that the storming P‘ - 
were unable to keep their ground. Here Capt. May of the 
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■»hot dead, 16 of liis men also fell So soon tlieylegan to retire 
do\vn the hill, a party of about 100 Ca\’alry, of which 400 had ju«t 
before arrived from Candahar, and seem, considering their number, 
on all hands to have been admitted to be the most formidable body 
of the sort yet seen, dashed round the flank of the hiU and burst ivith 
the utmost impetuosity on our rear Major Apthorp, of the 20th N I , 
who was on foot covering the retreat, was here cut down his "kull was 
literally laid open, his left arm was nearly severed above the elbow, and 
he was covered uith other wound® A Jemedar and two sepoys gal 
lantly brought him off he lingered till the morning of the 30tb 
The reserve formed square at the bottom of the hill to cover the return 
and receive the horse, while the ®tornnng party the moment tliej 
reached the plain, also formed square about 250 yards to the left of 
the other, and there gallantly resisted every attempt to break them 
The enemy are admitted by every one to have behaved to admiration 
their plans were ably laid, and bravely executed So audacious had 
they become, that many of them were bayonetted dose outride the 
squares Some idea may be formed of the obsunacy with which the 
contest was conducted from the amount of the casudties out of 470 
who were engaged, 27 were kiUed, and 71 wounded, D8 m all — abo^e 
one fifth The enemy’s Io®«es ore unknown, but mu«t have been 
severe they confers to 30 killed and 50 wounded they fought mth 
all the fury of religious zealots, determined to conquer or to pensh 
The officers admit that a better sustained fire they have rarely seen 
and that the Cavalty as Irregulars wuld hardly be surpassed Tlie 
whole affair was one of three minutes Having found that our squares 
were not to be broken, the Affgbans rapidly retired, but m perfect 
order After having received tlus partial check, and wath the dilficulty 
of the ground, the strength of the enemy’s position, as well as of his 
force now developed, it seemed to General England vain to attempt a 
renewal of the contest, and it was therefore resolved on to move by tlie 
right to the ruined village of Dozar, three miles to the N. E , in which 
direction the baggage was first ordered to proceed The troops accord- 
ingly moved •' ,1 » . . 

mg them by « • . , 

of Cavalry a ■ ■ i 

whole of this operation was conducted in n manner so steady and soldier- 
like, that the enemy, though closely watching on opportunity of attack, 
left them wholly unmolested, both dunng the march and in the position 
they took up overnight A fearful •torm of ram and thunder bunt out 
shortly after the troops had taken up their quarters . as if the very 
elements had combined to warn us back upon our path 

•* It was nt till® time di®covxrcd, that the body of 400 Cavalry alrcad) 
mentioned had arrived the previous day from Candahar, that 500 more 
had latclj come m from bhorownrk and bhavvl, and that Mcerta, a 
chief of MccVrnn, had joined with lOO of the best men of ins tnbe — the 
total number of about 2000, at which the force was cstimatet! having 
been made up bj the adjoining villagers and the Atchucknc lioncracn 
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formerly of our service. On the morning of the 29th, it became ap- 
parent, that the insurgents had during the night been joined by troops 
of armed peasants, and that arrangements on a much more extensive 
scale than that of the preceding day were being made to resist us; It 
also became evident, that the object of the force having moved in 
this direction would be completely frustrated, from the Pesheen valley, 
to which they had looked for supplies, being entirely in the hands of the 
enemy. It was likewise manifest, that the heights could not be forced 
without incurring the risk of severe losses which no advantages our suc- 
cess promised could compensate to us. In truth, under the present 
circumstances, a successful advance would have been of comparatively 
little avail, when after this a week of delay must still occur before the 
convoy under Major Simmons could overtake the Brigade. The only 
thing that remained to be done was, to retrograde on Quetta ; and this 
movement, which was commenced on the 29th, was carried into effect 
with the greatest success. On arriving at the Nooghee Pass, eight miles 
from Quetta, and three from Koocklack, (by which latter name it is de- 
signated in most of the itineraries), the difficult ground was found oc- 
cupied by the Kakurs, who had stopped all communication after the 
second days’ march ; and our array moved round the hill to obtain an 
easier route. A number of these marauders still continuing on the crest 
of the hiU, following the line of our march, and annoying us with their 
fire, the grenadier company of the 41st was detached against them ; — 
they rushed up the steep, charged, and dispersed them in a moment 
without loss, wounding multitudes, and leaving thirteen of the enemy 
dead on the ground. The Brigade returned safely into Cantonments on 
the afternoon of the 31st.” 

The retreat is admitted to have been conducted with great skill, but 
the policy of the advance has been disputed. It was alleged to have 
been made in defiance of the wishes of Major Outram and Lieut. Ham- 
mersley, the Political Officers in Scinde. 

On reaching Quetta, General England immediately commenced en- 
trenching himself, pending the receipt of instructions from General Nott, 
and the junction of the brigade rmder Major Simmons. We leave 
him there to pursue the course of events in the neighbourhood of Jella- 
labad. 

Major General Pollock joined the large force placed under his com- 
mand in the month of February. That it was competent, whether its 
strength and efficiency or the spirit by which every soldier was animated 
be considered, to the important and interesting duty for which it had 
been equipped, the sequel fully established ; but there was a difficul- 
ty about its first movements, arising from the absence of a sufficiency of 

2 D 
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carnage. The Commissariat at Fcrozepore and Upper India, generally 
had the greatest trouble m procuring camels and camel diu’ers the 
sources of supply had been nearly exhausted by the march to, and con- 
tmued occupation of, Affghaniatan, and the dnvers entertamed a Uvely 
horror of a country, whence their professional brethren were daily re- 
turning bereft of their toes, fingers, etc , tiie effects of a Cabul winter, or 
the revengeful cruelties of the Affgbans Nevertheless, General Pollock 
felt himself m a condition to take the field, for on the 26th of February, we 
find him issumg the folloiving. his first, order, to the assembled troops — 

Cavip, Kavmhur, 26<A JV6 — The Major-General Commanding 
deems it advisable to notify to the troops in Camp, that Circumstances 
may occur, which will render an advance on Jellalabad imperatively 
necessary Major General Sir R Sale, C B , has with his u«ual gallan- 
try, determined to hold this position to the last moment, and the troops 
under his command are cheerfully prepared for the contest The 
heroic conduct of this little band has attracted universal attention, and 
every soldier will naturally feel the greatest sympathy in their sufferings 
and privations, and an eager desire to be instrumental m effecting 
their rehef 

“ SirR Sale reports. that hismenoremcxccUent^pmts, and thatcTcry 
arrangement has been made to withstand a siege 
" Success m relieving these troops will raj«e for this force the ad. 
miration and gratitude of oU India, and the Major-General Commanding, 
feels assured, that Officers and men will cheerfully make any sacrifices to 
attain so noble an object He therefore now calls upon the Bnga- 
diers to assemble the Commanding Officers under their orders, and de- 
termine on the least quanhty of homage, and the smallest number 
of Camp followers, with -nluch their Regiment can advance TIic suc- 
cess of this enterprise wUl greatly depend upon the quantity of baggapt 
taken, as from the nature of the country between Jellalabad, the Imc 

, V — V . -...1 1 .. 

• ■ • • els 

■ *rs 

may rest assured, that his thoughts arc constantfy enga^id in cn*unng 
tliem prov i«ion«i, and secunng their comforts , and they may be convinc. 
ed, that they will never be called upon by him, to make u«clc«s st 
cnfice^, or to undergo unnecessary hardships 

‘ Amngements will be made for placing such baggage as may be left 
behind, m perfect security at Pc«hawur. 

“ llus order is to be read to each regiment, on paftide, and at the head 
of each company at two 8uccc««iTe parades, taking care, that nil men 
absent on duty, or otberwi«c, may he informed 

*' The arrangements made by the Bne^icrs, will be commuuicatnt to 
the Major General Commanding, as early ns pmcucable ” 
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From causes to this moment unexplained, the advance did not take 
place at the period indicated. Whether, as frequently alleged at the 
time, it was considered preferable to bargain with the Khyberees for an 
uninterrupted march through the Pass, or whether Lord Ellenborough, 
the Governor General, who had succeeded Lord Auckland on the 28th 
February, then privately countermanded the expedition, — or whether the 
carriage department was still inefficient, the troops continued inactive 
until the ensuing April. Early in that month, however, the first step 
was taken in advance for the relief of the garrison of Jellalabad, and we 
now come to a period of the history of the campaign, when the labours 
of the narrator are almost entirely superseded by the industry of the 
despatch writers. Nearly every event occurring between this date, until 
the final evacuation of the country, is recorded in the official communica- 
tions of the military chiefs. They are presented to the reader with the 
Notifications which the Government of India, in the fulness of its joy, 
published to the world by way of introduction, 

'’Notification, Secret Department, — Head Quarters, Benares, April 
19th, 1842. — The Governor General has much satisfaction in commu- 
nicating to the Army, the following Despatch from Major General 
Pollock, C. B., announcing the successful advance of the Troops under 
the Major General’s command into the Khyber Pass, and the evacuation, 
by the enemy of the fort of Ali Musjid. 

“ The Governor General has been much gratified by the uniform tes- 
timony borne by all the Officers engaged, to the zeal, the gallantry and 
the perseverance of all the Troops of Her Majesty, and of the Govern- 
ment of India, which had the good fortune to have this opportunity of 
distinguishing themselves before the Affghan enemy, and his Lordship 
doubts not that the continued exercise of these, the accustomed mili- 
tary qualities of the India Army, will produce their accustomed result 
in the achievement of new honor and of new victories. 

“ The Governor General deems it to be due to the Troops of the Ma- 
harajah Shere Sing to express his entire satisfaction with their conduct 
as reported to him, and to inform the Army, that the loss sustained by 
the Sikhs in the assault of the Pass, which was forced by them, is under- 
stood to have been equal to that sustained by the Troops of Her Majesty, 
and of the Government of India, 

“ The Governor General has instructed his Agent at the Court of the 
Maharajah, to ofier his congratulations to His Highness on this occasion, 
so honorable to the Sikh arms. 

By order of the Right Hon’ble the Govr. Genl. 

T. H, Maddock, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India ivith the Govr. Genl.” 
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To T H Maddock, Esq 

Secy to the Govt PohUcal Dept , 

Dated Camp, Lalla Checne, near Ah Musjtd, 6th April, 1842 

* Sir, — It IS with feelings of much gratification, I have the honor to 
report for the information of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General 
m Council, the following detail of operations undertaken and earned 
into effect against the Afreedies ^ 

“ Yesterday mormng, at half past three, the troops were under arms 
the Camp struck and according to arrangements pieviously made, the 
treasure, ammunition, and ba^age placed on the road, leadmg from 
Jumrood toivards the entrance of Uic Khyber Pass 

" The enemy had, for some days, appeared in great numbers at tbc 
mouth of the Pass, which they had fortified with a strong breast- work of 
stone and bushes The hills on the nght and left were rocky and pre 
cipitous presentmg great natural obstacles to the ascent of troops To 
gam the summit of the«e heights, defended as they were by a numerous 
body of the enemy, was an undertaking of considerable difficulty 

** The columns destined to accomplish this most important object 
moved offi simultaneously with the mam column mtended to assault the 
entrance, but were compelled to make a considerable detour to the nght 
and left to enable them to commence the ascent 

" The nght column consisting of the troops f 4 Cos H M 9th Foot, 
detailed m the margin, under the command of< 4 Cos 2Gth N I 
Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, H M ’e 9th Foot Cos G4th N I 
and Major Anderson, 64th Native Infantry, 

“ The left column under the command of r4 Cos H M 9th Foot 
Lieutenant Colonel Moseley and Major Huish i 4 Cos 2Cth N I 
commenced their ascent , led by Capt Fems’s, j 4 Cos G4thN. I 
Regiment of Jezailchecs Both columns after (,‘*90 Jczailchccs 
considerable opposition which they overcame m the most gallant style, 
succeeded in routing the cnen^, and gaming possesion of the crest of 
the hills on cither side IVhilc the flanking columns were m pro- 
gress on the heights, I ordered Captmn Alexander, in command of Uic 
Artillery, to place the guns m position, and to throw 8hra|mel among 
the enemy when opportunity offered, which assi'ted much m their dis- 
comfiture As Lieutenant Col Taylor, from the opposition he had met 
with, andthc extremely difficult nature of the ground f Grenadiers H M 
was some time m reaching tlie eummit of the hni< 9th Foot, and 
on tlie nght, I detacheda partyimder the command GCos 53dN I 
of Bngadier Wild to assault m front , it was, however, so cxlrtmclf 
steep near the top tliat notwithstandmg the undaunted gallantry of tic 
Officers and men they were unable to gam a footing on the summit, 
and, I regret to say, the enemy were enabled to Uirow stones vnth fatal 
effect upon the lending Grcnatiiere of the 9th Foot 



VOnCING THK KlIYllKU I’ASS. 


205 


'• Finding the heights in our possession, I now advanced the main 
column to the mouth of the Pass, and commenced destroying the bar- 
rier which the enemy had evacuated on perceiving their position was 
turned. 

A portion of the right and left column being .left to keep the 
heights, under the command of Lieut. Colonel Moseley and Major 
Anderson resjicctivcly, Major Huish and Lieut.-Colonel Taylor con- 
tinued their advance to crown the hills in front, and on each side, which 
were covered with the enemy, who appeared detennined to contest every 
inch of ground; but nothing could resist the gallantry of our troops, who 
carried every thing before them. 

“ A position of considerable strength above the bridge now remained 
to be carried, and again the Jezailchecs were conspicuous in forcing the 
enemy to relinquish their strong-holds. Crouming parties ha\ung taken 
possession of these heights, all opposition on the part of the enemy may 
be said to have ceased, as no large body of them has since come in sight. 
The nature of the arrangements made for the protection of baggage will 
he best understood when I state, that not a single baggage animal has 
ftdlen into the hands of the enemy. 

" It now remains for me to perform the pleasing duty of stating how 
much I feel indebted to the Officers and men, comprising the force 
under my command, for their zeal, devotion, and unflinching valour 
in the performance of the verj' arduous duty which they have so nobly 
executed. 

“ From Major-General McCaskill, K. H. Commanding the Infantry 
Division, and who was on this occasion commanding the rear guard, I 
have received every assistance, as likewise from Brigadier Wild and 
Brigadier \Wntc.'*'- To Licut.-Colonel Taylor, K. H., my warmest ac- 
Icnowledgmcnts arc due for the spirit, coolness, and judgment Avith 
which he discharged the duties entrusted to him. When Officers and 


* The following dispatches were not published for sonicUme after the above. 

To T. II. Maddock, Esa. 

Sfcrclary to Government, Political Department. 

“Sin, — As 1 am doubtful if the originals, of which the enclosed arc eopics, ever reached you, 
1 am induced to forward the copies, and take this opportunity of stating, tliat on the 5th of April the 
30th Kcginicnt ascended the height at the entrance of the Pass, and reached the summit under 
Brigadier AVild. I was obliged to advance before tiie party did roach tlie summit, and was not 
aware that they had done so, till informed of it two or three days ago by Brigadier Wild. 

Jellallabad, 2Ul May, 1812.” Gnonon Pollock, Major General. 

To T. H. Maddock Esq. 

Secretary to Government. 

“ Sin, — In continuation of my despatch of the 6th instant, I have now the honor to enclose a 
return of Casualties which took place on the 5th and 6th, that of the latter date occurred in 
taking possession of Ali Musjid. I am happy to say the amount of our loss is trifling, considering 
the very great opposition we experienced from the enemy. 
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tant Adjutant Genet'll, and of every officer placed under my orders in 
the performance of the duties assigned to them 
I have, &c 

douis McCa«kiil, Tiiaj Genl 

Commanding Infy Dimsioa 

Ihis hnUiant achievement 'would doubtless haie been followed by a 
further advance, and the raising the blockade of Jellalabad , but the 
“imple fact of its results having been misrepreeented to the gallant officer 
commanding that garrison, led him to adopt a measure which ®ecured 
to his handful of devoted troops the triumph of their own enfranchise, 
ment 

'* JVbii^caiton — Secret Department, Benares 21af April — llie Go 
>ernor General feels assured, that every subject of the British Goiem 
ment will peru«e with the deepest interest and satisfaction, the report 
he now communicates of the entire defeat of the Affghan troops, under 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, by the garrison of Jellalabad 

** That lUustnous garrison, which, by its constancy in enduring pri- 
vation, and b) its valour m action, has already obtained for itself the 
sympathy and respect of every true soldier, has now, sallying forth from 
its 'Walls, under the command of its gallant leader, Major General Sir 
Robert Sale, thoroughly beaten in open field ari enemy of more than 
three times its numbers, taken the Standards of their boasted Cavalry, 
destroyed their camp, and re captured four guns, which, under circum- 
stances which can neier again occur, had during the last winter fallen 
into their hands 

“ The Governor General cordially congratulates the army upon the 
return of victory to its ranks He is convinced that there, as m all 
f • ’ ' * the European and 

, vmcmg equal dis 

• whom they ju'^ly 

confide 

“ The Governor General directs that the substance of this Notifica- 
tion, and of Major General Sir Robert Sale’s report, be carefully made 
known to all Troops, and that a solute of 21 guns be fired at eiery 
principal Station of the Army 

'* By order of the Right Hon'ble Governor General of India, 

T H Maddoce, Secy to ike Govt of Indm ’ 


To Captain Povsonbv, Assistant Adjutant General, Jellalahad, 
April Itk. 1842 

“Sir, — I nformation was on the evening of the 5 th instant brought into 
this place m the most positive and circumstantial terms by spies from 
the enemy s camp, to the effect that the force under Major General 
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Pollock, C. B., had met with u reverse in the Khyljcr, retraced its steps 
towards Pcslmwur, and about 10 a. m. on the 6th, a feu dc joic and 
salute of artillerj’ were fired by Mahomed Akbar, which were said to be 
in honor of the same event. It was on the same day, and through simi- 
lar channels announced to me, that the Affgbans were sending additional 
reinforcements to aid in defending their frontier Passes. Although I 
could not wholly depend on these statements which were improbable in 
themselves, and accompanied by counter-reports of a new revolution at 
Cabool', Avhich Avas assigned by some as the cause of the rejoicing and 
of the defeat of the Ghazecs in Kbyber, and by an account of the in- 
tended and even actual retreat of the Sirdar into Lughman, I adopted, 
on a full consideration of the various circumstances and rumours, the 
resolution of anticipating the last mentioned event, if it had not come to 
pass, by a general attack on the Affghan Camp, in the hope of relieving 
this place from blockade, and faciliating General Pollock’s advance to 
our succour. I accordingly gave directions to form three columns of 
Infantrj', the centre consisting of H. M.’s 13th Light Infantry, muster- 
ing 500 bayonets, under Colonel Dcnnic ; the. left one also 500 strong, 
under Lieut. Col. Monteath, C. B., and the right composed of one 
Company 13th L. I., and one of the 35th N. I., and the detachment 
of Sappers under. Lieutenant. Orr, (the severity of Captain Broadfoot’s 
Avound still rendering him non-effective,) the Avhole amounting to 
360 men, commanded by Capt. Havelock, H. M.’s 13th L. I. These 
w'ere to be supported by the fire of the guns of No. 6 Light Field Bat- 
tery under Capt. Abbott, to which Capt. Backhouse, S. S. Artillery, 
was attached, and by the whole of my small cavalry force under Capt. 
Oldfield and Lieutenant Mayne. The troops issued from the Cabool 
and Peshawur gates at day-light this morning. So far from the 
Sirdar having made any dispositions to avoid the encounter, his whole 
force, not falling short in all of six thousand men, was formed in order of 
battle for the defence of his Camp, its right resting on a fort, and its 
left on the Cabool river, and even the ruined works within eight 
hundred yards of the place, recently repaired, Avere filled with Ghilzie 
marksmen, evidently prepared for a stout resistance. Tlie attack was 
led by the Skirmishers and column under Capt. Havelock, Avhich drove • 
the enemy, in a most satisfactory manner, from the extreme left of his 
advanced line of Avorks Avhich it pierced, and proceeded to advance 
into the plain, Avhilst the central column directed its efforts against a 
square fort on the same base, the defence of which Avas obstinately 
maintained. With the deepest regret I have to record that, whilst 
nobly leading his Regiment to the assault. Colonel Dennie received a 
shot through the body, Avhich shortly after proved fatal. The rear 
of the Avork haAung been finally carried by passmg to its left, I gave 
orders for a combined attack on the enemy’s camp ; it was in every 
Avay brilliant and successful. The Artillery advanced at the gallop, 
and directed a heavy fire upon the Affghan centre, whilst two of the 
columns of Infantry penetrated the line near the same point, and 
the third forced back its left from its support on the river, into the 
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Pollock, C. B., Imd met with a reverse in the Khyl)er, retraced its steps 
towards Peshawur, and about 10 a. m. on the 6th, a feu de jorc and 
salute of nrtiller)' were fired by Mahomed Akbar, which were said to be 
in honor of the same event. It was on the same day, and through simi- 
lar channels announced to me, that the Affghans were sending additional 
reinforcements to aid in defending their frontier Passes. Although I 
could not wholly depend on these statements which were improbable in 
themselves, and accompanied by counter-reports of a new revolution at 
Cabool, which was assigned by some as the cause of the rejoicing and 
of the defeat of the Ghazees in Khyber, and by an account of the in- 
tended and even actual retreat of the Sirdar into Lughman, I adopted, 
on a full consideration of the various circumstances and rumours, the 
resolution of anticipating the last mentioned event, if it had not come to 
pass, by a general attack on the Afighan Camp, in the hope of relieving 
this place from blockade, and faciliating General Pollock’s advance to 
our succour. I accordingly gave directions to form three columns of 
Infantrj’, the centre consisting of H. M.’s 13th Light Infantry, muster- 
ing 500 bayonets, under Colonel Donnie ; the left one also 500 strong, 
under Lieut. Col. Monteath, C. B., and the right composed of one 
Company 13th L. L, and one of the 35th N. I., and the detachment 
of Sappers under. Lieutenant. Orr, (the severity of Captain Broadfoot’s 
wound still rendering him non-effective,) the whole amounting to 
360 men, commanded by Capt. Havelock, H. M.’s 13th L. 1. These 
were to be supported by the fire of the guns of No. 6 Light Field Bat- 
tery under Capt. Abbott, to which Capt. Backhouse, S. S. Artillery, 
was attached, and by the whole of my small cavalry force under Capt. 
Oldfield and Lieutenant Maync. The troops issued from the Cabool 
and Peshawur gates at day-light this morning. So far from the 
Sirdar having made any dispositions to avoid the encounter, his whole 
force, not falling short in all of six thousand men, was formed in order of 
battle for the defence of his Camp, its right resting on a fort, and its 
left on the Cabool river, and even the ruined works -within eight 
hundred yards of the place, recently repaired, were filled with Ghilzie 
marksmen, evidently prepared for a stout resistance. The attack was 
led by the Skirmishers and column under Capt. Havelock, which drove ■ 
the enemy, in a most satisfactory manner, from the extreme left of his 
advanced line of works which it pierced, and proceeded to advance 
into the plain, whilst the central column directed its efforts against a 
square fort on the same base, the defence of which was obstinately 
maintained. With the deepest regret I have to record that, whilst 
nobly leading his Regiment to the assault. Colonel Dennie received a 
shot tlirough the body, which shortly after proved fatal. The rear 
of the work ha-ving been finally carried by passing to its left, I gave 
orders for a combined attack on the enemy’s camp ; it was in every 
way brilliant and successful. The Artillery advanced at the gallop, 
and directed a heavy fire upon the Affghan centre, whilst two of the 
columns of Infantry penetrated the line near the same point, and 
the third forced back its left from its support on the river, into the 
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stream of "which some of his hor«e and foot were driven The 
AfFghana made repeated attempts to check our advance by a smart 
fire of muaquetry, by throvvmg forward heavy bodies of horse, which 
twee threatened the detachments of foot under Capt Havelock, and by 
opemng upon us three guns from a battery screened by a garden wall, 
and said to have been served under the personal supermtendence of the 
Sirdar But in a short time, thqr were dislodged from every point of 
their position, their cannon taken, and their camp mvolved m a general 
conflagration The battle was over, and the enemy in full retreat m 
the direction of Lughman by about 7 am We have made ourselves 
masters of two cavalry standards, recaptured 4 guns lost by the Cabool 
and Gundamuck forces, the restoration of which to our Government is 
matter of much honest exultation amongst our troops, seized and des 
troyed a great quantity of materiel and ordnance stores, and burnt the 
whole of the enemy’s tents In short, the defeat of Mahomed Akbar in 
open field, by the troops whom he had boasted of blockadmg, has been 
complete and signal 

“ The fall of an officer, so distinguished as Coh Dennie, wiU be felt 
as a pubhc calamity Lamentmg it on every account, I must yet share 
with bis country, his regiment, and his fnends, in the consolation 
aflbrded by the reflectioo, that be was lolled whilst most gallantly per- 
forming his duty I have to express my entire satisfaction with the 
conduct m this action of Lieut Col Monteatb, C B , commanding one 
of the two infantry columns under my own eye, and of Capt Wilkinson, 
H M 's 13th light infantry, on whom Uie charge of the other devolved 
on the death of hia Lieut Colonel, of Capt Oldfield and Zneut Mayne 
who led the cavalry, and of Capts Abbott and Backhouse, and Ijieut 
Dawes, artillery The able and judicious manner m which Capt 
Havelock, H M 's 13th hght infantry, moved the force under his com- 
mand, which acted on a line sufficiently distant to render its manceuvres 
independent of my immediate control, demands my particular and espe- 
cial commendation 

“ My acknowledgments arc also due to my Bngade Major, Capt Ham 
let Wade, H M 's 13th light infantry, whose exertions were on this 
day, as they have ever been, most mentonous , to Major Frazer, light 
cavalry, who acted as my aid de camp, and to Capt Mainwaimg, com- 
missariat officer With the force who was present on and active in the 
field , Capt Macgregor, Political Agent, handsomely offered his services 
with No 6 hght field battery, and was most useful m servmg the guns 
I enclose retians of lolled and wounded, and of ordnance and stores 
captured Lieut and Adjutant Wood, H M 's 13th light infantry 
made a dash at one of the enemy, and m cuttmg him down, his cha^r 
was so severely injured, as to have smee been destroyed Capt Have 
lock reports m the most favourable manner the gallant conduct though- 
out the day of Lieut Cox, H M 's I3th light mfantry, and he was the 
first of the party which captured two of the enemy’s cannon 

“ It will be seen from tlie precedmg details that the force employed 
in this successful entcrprizc, amounted to about eighteen hundred men 
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of all arms. The safety of the place was entrusted during the action 
to the ordinary guards of its gates and our provincial battalion of follow- 
ers of every description, armed with pikes and various other weapons, 
who manned the curtains, and made a respectable shew of defence, 
as they had done on all occasions of attack on the walls. Capt. Patti- 
son, H. M.’s IStli light infantry, was left in charge of this diminished 
garrison. A sally was made from the Cabool gate towards the conclu- 
sion of the engagement, by Lieut. Wade of H. M.’s 13th light infantry 
into the fort, before which Col. Dennie had fallen, and wliich the enemy 
were observed to be abandoning. All that it contained was set on fire, 
and some of its defenders intercepted and killed. 

“ The enemy’s loss during the day must have been severe. The field 
of battle was strewed with the bodies of men and horses, and the rich- 
ness of the trappings of some of the latter, seemed to attest, that persons 
of distinction had been among the casualties. 

“ Lieut. Col. Monteath has noticed to me in high terms, the gallant 
behaviour of Capt. Seaton, 35th N. I., when in command of the skir- 
mishers of that corps, and informed me of the fact of his having been 
the captor of a howitzer from the enemy. 

" We have information to the fact, that the following chiefs were pre- 
sent, and took part in the action, etc. 

” Sirdar Maliomed Akbar Khan in person, Umeer Khan, Chief of 
Bajour, Uzeez Khan, Ghool Maliomed Khan, Maliomed Shaw Khan, 
Burukut Khan, Azad Khan and Shookoor Khan, principal men amongst 
the Eastern Ghilzies ; Mayan Abdool Rahman of Kama, Meer Ufzul 
Khan of Ghundaghur, Syud Oosman, and Oosmali Khan, Mohmunds, 
Syud Mahomed, son of the King of Kooner, Syud Hashim, the deposed 
ruler of the same place, Myah Hyder, Chief of Kivat, Mahomed Jan 
Khan, head of the Sungo Serai, Abdool Ghuffoor Khan, Acholczye, ne- 
phew of AbdooUah Khan of the same tribe, and Abdool Ghuffoor Khan, 
- Barukzye. 


Return of Killed, Wounded and Missing of the Force, under the com- 
mand of Major General Sir R. Sale, K. C. B., Jellalabad, April 7th, 
1842. 

l 

“ No. 6, Lt. Fd. Battery. — ^Wounded, one N. officer, two serjeants or 
havildars, one corporal or naick, two privates or sepoys, one naick and 
four drivers. 

“ Mountain Train. — Wounded, one serjeant and two privates. 

" H. M. 13th Lt. Infantry. — Killed, one officer and eight privates. 
Wounded, one officer, two corporals and twenty-nine privates. 

“ 35th N. I. — Killed, two privates. Wounded, one officer, one N. 
officer, one seijeant, two corporals, and eleven privates. 

“ Sappers and Miners — ^Wounded, two serjeants, one corporal, one 
bugler and five privates. 
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OPFICESS. 

" Killed —Col. Dennie, C. B., H. M. IStli Light Infantry. 

“ Wounded. — Captain. Moorhouse, 35th N. I. severely ; Lieut Jen- 

■ ' ■ *.ii ‘1 : • *. '! ■ 'Wounded, 

■■■.i I • •,!•.. 

Hamlet Wadf. Ccpfain, 

Major of Brigade. 


Return of Ordnance captured by the Force under Major General Sir B. 

Sale, K. C. B.. April 7th, 1842. 

•' 1 6*Pr. and 1 12.Pr. Howitzer that belonged to the Ist Brigade 
Horse Artillery. 

” 1 Howitzer that belonged to the Mountain Train 

“ 1 6-Pr. dismounted, that was left at Gundamuck by the Khyber 
Corps. 

•' An inconsiderable quantity of Ammunition was found with this 
Ordnance, also some half-wrought materials. 

A. Abbott, Capt. 

Corny. Arty. Jellalahad. 

Tlie successes of Generals Pollock and Sale on either side of the 
Passes led, of course, to the immediate junction of their forces. Great 
were the rejoicings at the release of the noble little garrison after so 
long a period of confinement and comparative privation. The regi- w 
ments of General Pollock’s force vied with each other in attentions to 
those who had for so many mootlw been objects of anxious solicitude, 
while the corps composing the garrison experienced pleasure in demon- . 
strating to their brethren from India, that the labor they were obliged 
to undergo, and the temperance they were compelled to practice during 
the blockade, had not impaired their health, nor had the successes of 
their forays upon the enemy’s cattle left them any reason to complin 
of -inability to reciprocate hospitalities. In fact, as was jocosely, but 
truly, observed at the time, the relieving troops looked more like men 
who had been suffering from confinement and scarcity than the parties 
they went to succour. 

The defeat of Akbar Khan diffused great joy throughout India, nor 
^va3 it abated when the publication of the following history of the blockade 
made people acquainted wth all that the ** Illustrious Garrison” had 
undergone from the date of its enforced occupation of the town of 
dellalabad. 
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To T. H.' Maudock, Esq. 

Secy, to Govt. Pol, Dept, 

Dated Camp, Jellalubnd, April IQth, 1842. 

*' Sir, — I liuve the honor to forward a letter from Major General Sir 
Robert Sale, K. C. B., detailing the progress of events during the long 
and perilous siege sustained by the force under his command. 

“ 2nd. The gallantry of the Major General and his small force are too 
well known to Government to require any commendation from me ; but 
it is verj' pleasing to me to be the channel through which their many 
trials are brought to the notice of the Right Honourable the Governor 
General of India in Council. 

" I have had an opportunity of inspecting the works thrown up for 
their protection, by the indefatigable exertions of Sir R. Sale's force, 
and ray surprise at their strength imd extent, has been only equalled by 
my admiration of the excellent arrangements which must have peia'aded 
all Departments, since after a siege (by greatly superior numbers) of 
upwards of five months' duration, I find the garrison in excellent health 
and spirits, and in an admirable state of discijdine, with a good supply 
of ammunition, ready and anxious to talce the field, and most willing to 
advance on Cabool. 

,I have the honor to be, &c. 

Geo. Pollock, Major General, 
Comdg, Troops fFest of Indus, 

Camp near Jcllalabad, April 19///, 1842. 


To T. H. Maddock, Esq. 

Secy, to Govt. Pol. Dept. 

Dated Jellalabad, April 16///, 1842. 

“ Sir, — ^The relief of this place having been at length effected by the 
victorious advance through the Passes of the Khyber, of the army under 
Major Genl. Pollock, C. B., I conceive that I owe it to the troops who 
have so long formed the garrison here to address to you a report, which 
may convey some notion of their conflicts, and the severity of their 
duties, labours, and privations. It has been made known to Govern- 
ment, that I reached GKindamuck on the 30th of October 1841, under 
instructions from the authorities at Cabool, and there received intelli- 
gence of the breaking out of a terrific insurrection at the Affghan capital 
on the 2nd November. My retracing my steps on that city was, in a 
military sense, impracticable, since the first inevitable sacrifice would 
have been of the lives of 300 sick and wounded, whom I could not 
have left in dep6t with the treasonable Irregulars at Gundamuck, wliilfit 
my cattle was imequal to the transport of my camp equipage, and my 
ammunition insufficient for protracted operations. In the position 
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which I occupied, I could not absolutely command a day’s provisions, or 
even water, and should have been hemmed in on every side by hostile 
tribes, amounting to 30 or 40 thousand men, part of whom might have 
seized Jellalabad and reduced it to ashes, or, holding it, have left me no 
alternative but a disastrous retreat towards Peshawur. I therefore 


Gundamnck was followed by the immediate defection of the Irregulars 
there, the destruction of the cantonment, and a general rising of the 
tribes. 1 found the walls of Jellalabad in a state which might have 
justified despair as to the possibility of defending them. The enceinte 
was far too extensive for my small force, embracing a circumference of 
upwards of 2300 yards. Its tracing was vicious in the extreme ; it 
had no parapet excepting for a few hundred yards, which, there, was 
not more than two feet Wgh. Barth and rubbish had accumulated to 
such an extent about the ramparts, that there were roads in various 
directions across and over them into the country. There was a space of 
400 yards together on which none of the garrison could shew themselves, 
excepting at one spot ; the population within was disaffected, ond the 
whole enceinte was surrounded by ruined forts, walls, mosques, tombs, 
and gardens, from which a fire could 1^ opened upon defenders at 
20 or 80 yards. 

" The garrison took full possession of the town in such a state on the • 
morning of the 15th of November, and in the course of the day, the 
plain and detached hills by which on one side it is commanded, were 
surrounded and surmounted by a force of not fewer than 5000 Insur- 
gents. A general attack on the 14th of November ridded us of these 
enemies, and a sinular array brought agmnst us a fortnight afterwards, 
was dissipated ly a second saUy on the Ist of December. But we had 
seized the town, having in our possesrion not quite two days’ provisions 
and com for our men and horses, and beheld the arduous task before us 
of striving to render the works defeasible, and collecting supplies for 
our Magazine from the midst of a fanatical and infuriated people, with 
very narrow means in the way of treasure to purchase them. I appoint- 
ed Captmn Broadfoot, Shah Soojah’s Sappers, Garrison Engineer, and 
Captain Abbott, of the Artillery, Commissary of Ordnance. Captain 
McGregor, Political Agent, gave me the md of his local experience, and 
through his influence and measures our d4k communication wth India 
was restored, and a great quantity of grain collected, wliilst the unre- 
mitting and dmoat incredible labours of the troops, aided by tbc zeal 
and science of Captain Broadfoot, put the town in an efiicient state of 
defence. Captain Abbott made the AttUleiy disporitions in the ablest 
manner, and used every exertion to add to and economise our resources 
in the way of gun and musquet ammunition, in both of which we 
deficient for the purposes of a siege. Lrad and powder vrere procured m 
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unci about Jellalnbud, and a quantity of cartridges discovered in an old 
magazine, and thus the troojjs completed to 200 rounds per man. It 
is to be remarked, that I might in the second week of November have 
marched upon Pesh Bolak, relieved from investment the corps of Jazail- 
chees under Captain Ferris, and with it operated a doubtful retreat 
upon PeshaAvur. But I felt it to be my duty to give support to the 
last moment to our troops, struggling against their numerous enemies 
at Cabool, and maintain for them a point on which to retreat and rally 
if they met Avith reverse. 

"On the 9th of January, I Avas summoned by the leaders of the 
Afghan Rebellion to give up the place, in fulfilment of a Convention 
entered into by the Political and Military Authorities at Cabool, but as 
I Avas fully assured of the bad faith of our enemies, I refused to do this, 
and on the 13th received the melancholy intelligence of the disastrous 
retreat of our Troops from the capital, and their annihilation in the 
Ghilzie defiles by the rigours of the climate, and the basest treachery on 
the part of those in avIiosc promises they had confided. Almost at the 
same time it became knoAcm to us, that the Brigade of four Regiments 
marched to my succour from Hindoostan had been beaten in detail, and 
forced to fall back upon PcshaAvur : my position Avas most critical, and 
I might, AA'hilst our enemies Avere engaged in plundering the force from 
Cabool, have attempted, and perhaps effected, though with heaAy loss, a 
retreat across the Khyber ; but I resolved at all hazards on not relin- 
quishing my grasp on the chief toAvn of the Valley of Ningrahar, and 
the key of Eastern Afghanistan, so long as I had reason to consider 
that our Government desired to retain it. The discouragements of my 
garrison at this moment were very great, their duties most severe, 
their labours ‘unceasing, and the most insidious endeavours made by 
the enemy to seduce the native portion of them from their allegiance. 
But their fidelity was unshaken, and their serenity amidst labours and 
priA’^ations unclouded. With reference, hoAvever, to the state of fanati- 
cal excitement and national antipathy Avhich prevailed around us, I had 
been compelled, as a measure of prudence, to get rid, first of the Corps 
of Khyber Rangers, and next of the detachment of Jezailchees, and a 
few of the Afghan Sappers and a body of Hindoostanee Gunners, Avho 
had formerly been in the employ of Dost Mahomed Khan. Works had 
in the mean time been completed, of which the annexed reports and 
plans of Captain Broadfoot contain ample details. Generally, I may 
state, they consisted in the destruction of an immense quantity of cover 
for the enemy, extending to the demolition of forts and old walls, 
filling up ravines, and destroying gardens, cutting doAvn groves, raising 
the parapets to six or seven feet high, repairing and widening the ram- 
parts, extending the bastions, retrenching three of the gates, covering the 
fourth Avith an outwork, and excavating a ditch ten feet in depth and 
twelve feet in Avidth round the Avhole of the walls ; the place was thus 
secure against the attack of any Asiatic enemy, not provided with siege 
artillery. 

“ But it pleased Providence, on the 19th Februaiy, to remove in an m- 
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slant this ground of confidence A tremendous earthquake shook down 
all our parapets built up with so much labour, injured several of our 
bastions, cast to the ground all our guard houses, demolished a third of 
the town, made a considerable breach in the rampart of a curtam m the 
Pesbawur face, and reduced the Cabool gate to a shapeless mass of 
ruins. It savours of romance, but is a sober fact, that the city was 


of their walls, but at the moment of the great convulsion* Sirdar 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, Barulczye, the as«assm of the late Envoy, and 
treacherous destroyer of the Cabool force, having collected a body 
of Troops, flushed with a success consummated by the vilest means, had 
advanced to Murkbail, within seven miles of our gates He attacked our 
foraging parties with a large body of Horse on the 21«t and 22d of 
February, and soon after establishing his Head quarters to the westward, 
two miles from the place, and a secondary camp to the eastward about 
one mile distant, invested the town, and established a rigorous blockade 
From that time up to the 7th of April, the reduced garrison was en- 
gaged m a succession of skirmishes with the enemy, who, greatly 
superior in Horae, perpetually insulted our walls by attacks and alerts, 
and compelled us daify to fight at disadvantage for forage for our cattle 
The most remarkable of these affairs were tho«e of the Cavalry under 
Lieutenant hlayne, commanding detachment Shah Soojab’s 2nd Caval- 
ry, and Jamadar Deena Singh, 5th Light Cavalry, already reported , a 
sally under Colonel Denme, C B , to defeat a suspected attempt of the 
enemy to drive a mine on the llth of March , the repul*e of an assault 
upon the transverse walls to the northward of the place on the 24th 
of the same month, by detachments under Captain Broadfoot (who was 
«everely wounded,) and Captain Fenwick H M ’s 13th Light Infantry , 
the capture of bullocks and «heep by Lieutenant Mayne on the 30th and 
31at of January, and the seizure of laige flocks of the latter, m tlie face 
of Mahomed Akbar’e Army by a force of Infantry under Captaui 
Pattisou, H M ’s 13th Light Infantry, and of Cavalry under Captam 
Oldfield, on the 1st instant These «>ucce3®e3 were crowned by Provi- 
dence by the issue cf the hnihant and deci^tye attack on the camp 
of the Sirdar on the 7th inotant 

“ I have to notice as a measure of defence, my hanng enrolled as a 
Provisional Battalion a large body of our camp followers, and armed 
them with pikes and other weapons On all occasions of assault and 
sally, the^e men were available to make a shciv upon our curtain«, and 
I have pledged myself to them to recommend to Goi emment, thej 
should enjoy all the pecuniary advantages of Natue soldiers beyond tlic 
Indus I at the same time held forth to the troops of Shah Soojali s 
force, the expectation that they would be put, during the especial 'cr- 

yjce — * 
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and for many weeks they have been able to obtain little or nothing 
in the bazaars to eke out this scanty provision. I will not mention as a 
l^rivation the European Troops from the same period having been with- 
out their allowance of spirits, because I verily believe this circum- 
stance, and their constant employment, have contributed to keep them 
in the highest health, and the most remarkable state of discipline. 
Crime has been almost unknown amongst them, but they have felt 
severely, although they never murmured, the diminution of their quan- 
tity of animal food, and the total want of ghee, flour, tea, coffee, and 
sugar ; these may seem small matters to those who read of them at a 
distance, but they are serious reductions in the scale of comfort of the 
hard working and fighting soldier in Asia. The Troops have also been 
greatly in arrears of pay, besides their severe duties in heat and cold, 
wind and rain, on the guards of the gates and bastions. The Troops, 
Officers, and men, British and Hindoostanee, of every arm, remained 
fully accoutred on their alarm posts every night from the 1st March to 
the 7th of April. The losses of Officers and men in carriage cattle, 
camp equipage, and baggage, between Cabool and JeUalabad, were 
heavjr, and their expenditure, during the siege and blockade, in obtain- 
ing articles of mere subsistence and necessity, has been exorbitant. 

“ I feel assured that Major General Pollock wiU consider it a most 
pleasing duty to bring the series of labours, pri'fations, and conflicts, 
imperfectly sketched in the foregoing details, to the notice of the head 
of the Supreme Government in India, and through his Lordship, to that 
of the Court of Directors and of our Sovereign, as a claim for public 
acknowledgment and substantial reimbursement and reward. 

“ The report of Captain Broadfoot, in his capacity of Garrison En- 
gineer, will meet with attentive perusal. I have already stated how 
much I have been indebted to his scientific attainments, as well as his 
distinguished activity and resolution during the siege. His fertility in 
resource obviated great difficulties in procuring iron, timber, and charcoal, 
and to the foresight of his arrangements we owe our having had a very 
ample sujjply of tools. The Corps under his command performed, 
from Bootkhak, the duties equally of good sappers and bold light infan- 
try soldiers, and the Afghan, Huzaree, and Eusifzye portion of it have 
been singularly faithful in time of general defection. The two Infantry 
Regiments vmder the lamented Colonel Dennie and Lieutenant Colonel 
Monteath, have vied with each other in the steady performance of the 
duties of that arm ; and it would be impossible for me to discriminate in 
favour of either, in awarding praise to the Squadron of 5th Light Cavalry 
under Captain Oldfield, and the Resallah 2d Shah Soojah’s Cavalry 
under Lieutenant Mayne ; Lieutenant Plowden of the former, has been 
distinguished on several occasions. The Artillery practice of No. 6 Light 
Field Battery has ever been excellent, and has been equalled by that of 
the Mountain Train. Captains Abbott and Backhouse, and Lieutenant 
Dawes have proved themselves excellent Officers of Ordnance. I have 
more than once brought to notice that Captain MacGregor, Political 
Agent, has cheerfully rendered very able assistance in serving the 
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guns in every crisis of pressing danger 0£ lus labours in his ovm 
department, 1 ought not perhaps to attempt to constitute toy«elf a judge , 
but I know that they have been unremitting, and their result in obtain- 
ing for my force supplies and infonnatiou, and keeping up our commu- 
nication With India and with Cabool and securing for us Afghan 
co-operation I may be allowed to appreciate, and am bound to point out 
to Government 

“ The medical duties of the Gam«on ha\e been ably fulfilled by Sur- 
geon Forsyth, Supenntending Surgeon Shah Soojah’s Force, and Assis- 
tant Surgeons Robertson and Barnes, H M 's 13th Light Infantry, 
Hare, 35th Regiment, and Brown, late m charge of the Irregulars 

“ Captam Mamwanng, Commissariat Officer to the force, has been 
indefatigable in his efforts to keep the garrison well supplied, and 
Ins arrangements m very difficult tunes have merited my highest praise 
Captam Moorhou«e, 35th Regunent Nati\e Infantry, has satisfactorily 
discharged his duties as Brigade Quarter Master, he was severely 
wounded on the 7th instant 

“ It IS gratifying to me to forward the opunon of my second in com- 
mand, Lieutenant Colonel Monteath, C B , placed on record ^vlthout 
solicitation, of the merits of the 13th Light Infantry, of which Corps 
I am proud of being a member 1 fully concur in the sentiments which 
he expresses, and hd^e the di^tmctions which he recommends for the 
Officers of hu own Corps will be accorded. The cheerful and persever- 
ing manner m wluch the Native soldiers laboured with the shovel, 
mattock, and hand-barrow, were as surpnsmg, as their steadiness and 
courage m the field were conspicuous 

“ I have to acknowledge the zealous manner m which Brevet Major 
Frazer, Light Cavalry, Bre\et Captam Germd of the Corps of Jeztul- 
chees, Captam Bum and Lieutenant Hillersden of the Khyber Rangers, 
and Lieutenant Dowson, of the Janbazes, when their services could no 
longer be ai’adahle with their Corps, volunteered to do duty with any 
Regiment in which they could be useful 

“ I must finally express my gratitude to Providence, for havmg placed 
so gallant and de\oted a force under my command, m every way it 
has exceeded my most sangume expectations, and 1 beg leave m the 
strong! " * ' * . f ' ♦ General Pollock, 

C B , ■ from its cntical 

positio « , « omitting it to the 

protection and favor of the Right Honorable the Governor General m 
Council, and, through him, of the Court of Directors, and of our 
Sovereign 

" I a«k permission specially to recommend the following officers for 
honorary cbstmctions or Breiet rank, or both, viz Lieut Col Mon- 
teatb, C B , commanding 35th Regiment Native Infantry, now second 
m command. Brevet Major Fraser, Light Cavalry, who acted as my 
Aide de-camp on the 7th instant, Captam Abbott, commandant of 
Artillery and Commi«'ary of Ordnance , Captain Backhouse, command- 
ing the Mountam Tram and Semor Officer of the Shah’s Troops with 
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(.f KUlf'f. If'cun’k:!, and cf ilm 'jlVoops vmlcr the com- 

r-,'!"\d of ^[tijor (irn'ral air'll. U. S.^t.K, Im C. '2'2<l fc- 

Irunry. lS!‘i to April Clh \i> V2, Jrlhlahad. Ifith April, 18-3 2. 

’• No. 0 Liulit Fiold Uatltry, — Killed 1 roqiond or nnick ; wounded 
! FtimjK .'in OJlicer; (iitto 1 pinner. 

*' Dctncinneiit fitli I.., C. — Killed I herjeant or Imvildiir ; ditto 2 
•fiv.-.-ir-; wounded -1 rowurn ; killed 1 hor.«e ; wounded 12 ditto; 1 Hyce 
I.illed, 2 ryce*- wounded, 1 ^pi‘-‘-cuttcr killed. 
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“ H M ’s I3th L I — Killed 4 privates , wounded 2 European 
officers, ditto I corporal, ditto 11 pnvTtes 
“ 35tli N I — Killed I sepoy, ^vo^aded I naick, ditto 10 sepojs 
" Detachment 2d Cavalry. S S F — Killed I trooper , wounded 4 
troopers, killed 9 horses, wounded 3 ditto 
" Sappers and Mmera —Killed 4 privates, etc , wounded 1 European 
officer , ditto 30 privates, &c 

R Sale Major General, 

CoTnmandtfiS' Force 


Return of Camp FoUoaers, enlisted on the January, 1842, bi/ order of 
Major General Sir R Sale, K C R , as a Provtsional Garrison, Jellalahad, 
April 1, 1842 
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R Salk ^tajarCtneral 

Comdj Currwn /tllalaiaj 


From Lieutenant Colonel J ^foNTSATii, Commanding Sotli Fegtrnenf, (a 
Major General Sir R Salk K C B . Commanding Garrison of Jella^ 
labad, dated Jellalahad, i^fh April, 1842 

“ Sir — ^llie exertions of the garrison of Jellalahad beyond ordinary 
routine, having ceased since the deciane victory obtained oicr the 
enemy on the 7th instant, and now finally terminated by the amvni of 
the Bntish Army under General Pollock, C D , I tru*'t 1 may 

not be considered as going b^ond the Umita of my proper duty in ad* 
dressing you to state as follows ■ — 

‘ As doing but due justice on this occasion to Her Majesty s nth 
liiglit Infantry, might be looked upon as a highly colored record <>l the 
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merits of your own Regiment, und seeing that no such partial bias can 
jmssihly be sujiposed to guide my feelings in the estimate I have formed 
of their deserts, I have the pleasure in sincerely declaring, that their con- 
duct, throughout the painful perilous position in which they have so 
long been placed, has been suclv as fully to descive the applause and ad- 
miration of their couutr)^ and the confidence and best consideration of 
our well-beloved Sovereign. 

“ You yourself will doubtless detail the work performed by the Re- 
giment ; let it then be only my province, who have witnessed their 
exertions almost hourly during a period of five months, to record that 
their devoted perseverance and cheerfulness amidst all the gloom that 
surrounded them, after the destruction of their comrades of the Cabool 
Force, could not have been surpassed by any troops in the world ; and 
that after months of extreme toil, when an earthquake, sucb as man is 
not often in the habit of experiencing, in a moment left scarcely a ves- 
tige of their labour standing, their fij’ing, ns they did, ivith redoubled 
zeal to the work, and completing it in ten days, (so that on the arrival 
of the cnem)' before Jcllalabnd. they declared that the calamity whicli 
had befallen the valley arose from nothing but English witchcraft ; it 
being the only place that had escaped uninjured,) was what none but 
British Soldiers could have performed, and what no j)rice could have 
purchased, for it was the labour of the heart, work of all others most 
desenung of distinction and reward. 

“ In regard to the Native Troops of all arms, I shall refrain from 
saying much, for a reason which has in a measure induced me to address 
this letter to you ; but as you have yourself been a daily witness of their 
conduct under cvety description of circumstance, you have it fully 
within your own power to say all, of which the Government they senm 
may verj' justly feel proud, and it may serve to shew, as an example for 
imitation, what noble enthusiasm and zeal may be lighted up in their 
breasts by the high bearing and considerate conduct of determined 
British Officers. 

“ I shall conclude by observing, that we can now. Sir, proudly march 
forth from this garrison Avith the enemy’s standards in our hands, and 
their captured cannon to fire a salute, on delivering over the care of the 
honor of the British name, which we have had within our keeping for 
the last five months, pure and unspotted, and without a single circum- 
stance existing to cast a breath upon its lustre. 

“ The conduct of the Officers of the 35th Regiment generally, as 
well as those doing duty with it throughout the siege, I am proud to 
sav, has been such as well to deserve any reward or distinction that can 
be conferred upon them. 

“ On those holding the rank of Captain and above it, wiiich enables 
Her Majesty to advance them a step, I could strongly recommend Cap- 
tain Seaton, 35th Regiment ; Captain Younghusband, 35th Regiment, 
(severely wounded) ; Brevet Major Fraser, late 2nd Light Cavahy ; and 
Captain Burn, 1st Regiment Native Infantry, both doing dut)’- with the 
35th Regiment. 
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- Of tie OScsrs cf the SSth Recissent, 1 Trodd also stronsly 
rtgy gT . Trrm ^ tiai djccH, as a ccnapls^t to tte Regiment for 'its 
tofritanscs c cnd aa, lecdm the Order of •'Merit' and of 
* £lr£.‘£rS ZzdSs ;* ttz. 

SxHb Hrm, Saisdrr, 

J»Itr5A Siaj, Snb^sr, 

OerrSaa £^, Jcnsdar, 

Kam b n g e i s Tewarry, Jeaidzr, 

Haricss Ria, SnbsJir, asd 
Esrrta Jsasrdsr. 

I fcare the honor to be, &.c. 

J. ilojcTTATE, Liest. Colonel, 
Ccsiig. 35fi Tlegtmeniy 


C^. BioiOTOor** Report. JeJblclcd, IC/A April, 1S42. 

12dic£NcT5sb=', the Xfgor Gensal Connaanding haring 
r!y->T^ns «rt r_Mw d r egted tog trith a Committee of Officers 

to f T3.T-'‘t^ and r gyrt ca the vcAa cf the place. 

**'Ihs Ccemmsse nyx t a d iszrimowlj', that they rrare then not de- 
ff!!3«r^> triZia t a T^ r : r . :rj« a sE Ss l t. 

• Ai he sasabr the aseompeserig plan, the town is an ii regnlar 
esaiittsril, of the Tettaa salient, and the sontbeia 

Srhhs hr * 6ssp rt-ectstog It rras n rrotmded on erery 

■at th csrdeto #r-rrl->Md mosqnss, and raised forte, 

stos eg CTree to am eaery ; these isTre ere ry -where dose to 
t5js tKofS, and a zmmr phms cs cnegie d with them. Beyond these on 
dree (S. E. TT.) st frxn 400 to 500 yards run the ruins of 

the -srCl c£ the ctr, ca -wineh the sand has accnmtdated so as 

to fmm a Ens cf low hmdttf, s ting corar to the largest bodies of men. 
O^coflie toe gorth- w^ t a Stome cf beights, composed of bare 
rocis, f*.T" — ’ *" !»» ■» gj S30 r air ds from the wrezhs, and extends 
ahers -sfO yards hsa K. X. E. to S. S.W.; these completely orerlook 
dss tasm, gr»-^ frrm ds zisayzs cf the works, enfilade some of 

the EarzHd to tie north dde, at 170 yards, nms a 

hsni fiO fisst ; it z, ccaadsiable vzy to the w’eet, 

srr? s ersal to the asst, anordlng a secare and tmsesn ^Jproach 
to any mmnom- ct rasa; it m pr^bshly an oH l^k cf the lirer. From 
h rmhms rm cp towar ds the -wall*, sSbrdbg the cceajy a 


emsred pmssre the hmHh^ and endorat* a'^^dsing the works. 

“'Tjto Terr scffii wall*, yards apart, ma from the ^ads to tJa* 
hrri. m f^es a snsee -CTC^aldT occewed orijonaJly 


bmi, fc-rrg CO ^ree mdes a spsss prchddy ocenj^ ori^naJly 

hr ^e l^o-rd 'rjrryir^e. raifej*. bnt femd br ta to contain a fargc 


hr ^e if-ord Eepiroe^e palamv btt fbmd by tis to contain a brge 
mesme ami nnmerons s^rdmis and ion»s cc e n p ied ly fd^eers ; one of 
the sntei cc the town open? shio it, and it era? trarmed by a wat^- 
come shret ton fisst wife, wtoih cctored the towri tonnel 

the rempnrt, ierr?: emotoh to admit serersl intm ahr^t^t J a timilar 
tome2 alivired it^o paa?. cf the town oo t?ie eattem nde. 
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" Of the Native Officers of the 35th Regiment, I would also «trongly 
recommend, that six should, as a compliment to the Regiment for its 
gallant and mentonoua conduct, receive the Order of ‘JUmi and of 
‘ British India,' viz 

Sahib Ram, Suhadar, 

Manick Smg, Suhadar, 

Demon Sing Jemadar, 

Rambuccus Tewarry, Jemadar, 

Hoolass Ram, Suhadar, and 
Hurram Sing, Jemadar 

I hare the honor to be, &e 

J. MosTEATn, Lieut Cohnel, 

Comdy. 35fA Regiment ” 


Capi Broadpoot’s Report Jellalahad, IGth April, 1842 

'* On the 12th of Noiember, the Major General Commanding hiving 
resolved to occupy Jellalahad, directed me with a Committee of Officers 
to examine and report cm the works of the place 

•' The Committee reported unanimously, that they were then not dc“ 
fcnsible against a rigorous assault. 

“ As will be seen by the accoropanymg plan, the town is an irreguhr 
quadrilateral, having half of the western side salient, and the sou^cm 
Bide broken by a deep re-entenng angle It was surrounded on every 
side with gardens and houses, enclosed fields, mo<ques, and ruined forts, 
affording strong cover to an enemy , these were every where clo^e to 
the walls, and m many places connected with them Beyond the*e on 
three sides (N E and W ) at from 400 to 500 yards run the rums of 
the wall of the ancient city, on which the sand has accumulated ^o ns 
to form a line of low heights, giving cover to the largest bodies of men 
Opposite the south-west angle a range of heights, composed of bare 
gneiss rocks, commences at 330 yards from the works, and extends 
about 4G0 yajds from N N E to S S W , these completely overlook 
the town, and, from the vicions tracing of the works, enfilade some of 
the longest curtains Parallel to the north side, at 170 yards, runs a 
steep bank 20 feet high, it extends a considerable way to the west, 
and several miles to the east, affording a secure and unseen approach 
to any number of men , it is probably an old bank of the nver. From 
It numerous ravines run up towards the walls, affording the enemy a 
covered passage into the buildings and enclosures adjoimng the works 

“ Two very solid walls, 300 yards apart, run from the glacis to this 
bank, thus cnclo«ing on three sides a spice probably occupied ongmally 
by the Mogul Emperor’s palace, but found by us to contam a large 
mo'sque and numerous gardens and bouses occupied by fakcers , one of 
the gates of the town opens into it, and it was tnvvcr«ed by a watcr- 
cour«e about ten feet wide, which entered the town by a tunnel under 
the rampart, large enough to admit Bevcral men abren't, a eimuar 
tunnel allowed it to piss out of the town on the eastern fide 
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“The walls of the town extended about 2,) 00 3 ’ards, without reckon- 
ing the bastions, of which there were thirtj*-thrcc. The works were of 
earth, and in tlic usual style of the countiy, ^^z., a high thin ramjmrt, 
but in a state of ruin, Muthout panipcts, and without ditcli, covered way, 
or outworks of any kind. 

“ On our throwing ourselves, on the 12th of November last, into the • 
old and ruined town of Jcllalnbad without money, without food, and 
almost wthout protection, wth a nation of highly excited and barbar- 
ous enemies in arms against us, our situation seemed as hopeless a one 
as British Troops were ever called ujion to confront : notwithstanding 
which the cnemj’^ was Uvicc vrithin twenty days attacked, and on both 
occasions defeated with signal success. 

“ The bastions were full, but in some places lower than tlic adjoining 
curtains, vorj’ confined, without parapets, and sloping downwards from 
the gorge to the salient, so that the tcrrcplcin was completely exposed. 

" There were four gates and a jiostern, all of the usual vicious native 
construction, and, except that on the northern side, in a ruinous state. 

•' To give some idea of the state of the works, I may mention that, 
of the Committee sent to inspect them on the 13th November, not one 
except myself succeeded in maldng the circuit : large gaps cut off the 
communication, or insecure footing compelled the Officers to descend 
among the adjoining enclosures, from which it was difficult to find the 
way, while on the south side the rampart was so imbedded in houses 
and surmounted by them, that its course could only be traced by labo- 
riously threading the lanes of the native town. 

" On the north side, the waU rose to a very great height towards the 
town, but sloped down to the exterior in a heap of ruins almost evcty 
where accessible ; while at the foot were houses and gardens so strongty 
occupied by the enemy, that during the night of the 13th November, 
our troops were unable to maintain their posts, and with the exception 
of the gateway, a line of 400 yards on the northern face was udthout a 
man on the works. Had the enemy then attacked us, we must have 
been reduced to a street combat. 

“ On the following morning (14th November,) the Major General 
ordered a sortie in force, which drove the enemy from his positions with 
such loss, that it was some time before be ventured near enougli to dis- 
turb our works, which were now as vigorously prosecuted as our scanty 

supply of tools, and the difficulty of procuring 
material allowed. We had only the tools, (as 
per margin) brought from Cabool with the 
Sappers, for the operations expected in the 
Tezeen valley, and we were \vithout wood 
or iron. Wood was obtained from the ruins of the cantonment, 
and from houses demolished in the town. Iron was collected in 
small quantities, from the neighbourhood, but it was that of the coun- 
try, good in quality, but imperfectly smelted, and requiring about 
ten times as much labour and time as English iron. By the persevering 
labour of the troops, however, much was done, and when the enemy 


330 pickaxes. 

390 shovels. 

With other tools in proportion ; 
many tools, such ns trowels, &:c. 
liavcbeen made here. 
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next attacked US, (ist December,) ramparts had been made, and the guns 
mounted on the bastions for \rMch they were destined. The water- 
courses and other passages through the walls blocked up, the foot of the 
scarps cleared from rubbish, and parapets built in all the bastions and 
many of the curtmns, while much of the external cover was destroyed. 

“ On the 1st December, the enemy were again routed, and the works 
proceeded with little or no interruption. 

^ ^ • . r.' , • .season,) 

. ■ ■ ‘ • • ‘ ■ . 5 >Tidc as 

! > ■ ■ i ‘ ^ 'ound the 

place. Tile gates were repaired and strengthened by buttresses •, two of 
them were retrenched, and a ditch carried round the north-west angle, 
while some of the most dangerous ravines were laid open to our fire, 
and roads were opened into the low ground on the north side. 


heen destroyed for several hundred yards round the place. 

“At this time Mahomed Akbar Khan moved into the valley in order to 
attack the place : but they were unable to effect more than a distant In- 
vestment j they frequently occupied the rocks on the soutli-wcst, hut 
tlie parapets and traverses rendered tbeir fire harmless. 

“ On the 19th February, an earthquake, which nearly destroyed the 
town, thrmv do^vn the groatcr part of our parapets, the Cabool gate 
wnth the two adjoining bastions, the north-west bastion, and a port 
of the new bastion, which flanked it. Three other bastions also were 


three mo * ‘ ♦ , . 

“Not • f ceased when 

the who!' before night, 

tlic breac ^ way, and the 

ditches before them being cut, while the great one on the Peshawur side, 
vvas surmounted by a good gabion parapet. 

•• A parapet was erected on the remains of the north-west bastion, 
witli an embrasure allowing the guns to flank tbe approach of the 
ruined Cabool gate; the parapet of the new bastion was restored, so os 
to give a flanking fire to the north-west bastion, while the ruincil 
gate was rendered inaccessible by a trench in front of it, and in ever)' 
bastion round the place a temporary parapet %va3 raised. 

'* From the following day all the troops off duty vrere continually at 
work, and such was their energy nnd pcrsevciuncc, tliat by the end 
of the month, the parapets were entirely restored, the Cabool gate again 
scrv iccable, the bastions either restored, or the curtain filled in when res- 

loration was iropraelicablc. and every hattery rc-c«tablishcd ^ 

‘Ilic breaches have l>c<m built tip with the rampirt, doubled m 
thick-nes*. and the whole of the gate* ntrcnclu-d 



CAPTAIN BROADFOOt’s RETORT. 


227 


“ It is not easy to give an adequate idea of the extent of the labour 
performed by the troops. 

“ The parapets, banquettes, etc., were built of the ruins of the buildings 
thrown down, cemented with clay mixed with straw and bound toge- 
ther, when requisite, by bond timbers ; of this masonry aboutl04.500 
cubic feet had been built before the earthqualce, and since then 
(including new works) about 103.900 cubic feet have been erected, 
making in all above 208.000 cubic feet of masonry. But the material 
had to he procured from a distance by the laborious process of demoli- 
tion, and the ruinous wall had to be scarped, cleared at the base, 
and prepared for the work. 

“ It ^vill be seen that the largest parties were furnished by H. M.’s 
13th Light Infantry, and I know not how adequately to express my 
sense of the services of this admirable body of men ; though having 
little more than every other night in bed, they laboured for months, day 
after day, officers and men, -with a cheerfulness and energy not to be 
surpassed. To enumerate all whose zeal and intelligence were conspicu- 
ous, would almost require me to go over the list of the Officers, and to 
mention even many of the valuable Non-Commissioned Officers ; but I 
cannot deny myself the pleasure of naming those whose more extended 
professional education gave their aid additional value, namely. Captain 
Fenwick, Lieutenant Frere and Ensign Parker. Separate portions of 
the works were also entrusted at various times to other Officers, espe- 
cially Lieutenants G. King and G. Wade, and Ensign Scott, and I had 
every reason to be satisfied with their execution. 

" The 35th N. I. were much employed in destroying the forts and 
other cover around the place, and it is due to Captain Seaton to mention 
his great activity and the skill with which, by directing the water- 
courses used for irrigation on the most massive ruins, he effected a 
quantity of demolition, which, vdth our short supply of gunpowder, 
would have otherwise been impracticable. 

"With the exception of a few of the larger bastions, the whole of 
the batteries were prepared by the Artillery themselves, (both Captain 
Abbott’s battery and Captain Backhouse’s Mountain train) under the 
superintendence of their own Officers. Besides this, a party of Captain 
Abbott’s ArtUlery-men was always ready to assist in the works general- 
ly, and they were most ably superintended by Lieutenant Dawes, to 
whom 1 am indebted for aid as constant as it was valuable and willingly 
given. Captain Backhouse, with his own men and detachment of the 
6th Infantry Shah Soojah’s force, not only prepared the parapets and 
embrasures for his own guns, and repaired the damages done to them 
by the earthquake, but he undertook and completed several of the most 
useful and laborious operations executed ; among others a large and 
widely branching series of ravines giving cover to many hundred men 
within pistol shot of a very weak part of the works, was fiUed up, or 
entirely laid open to fire, and that with a number of men, which, with- 
out his untiring zeal and personal exertion, would have been inadequate. 

“ The camp followers were distributed to assist the troops, and they 
followed the example set them and were extremely useful. 
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“ Appended are two plans and some sheets of section* The first 
plan “hews, in some measure, the xray m which the space round the 
fort was onguially encumbered by buildings and enclosures The second 
gives an outline of the place as it now stands, while the sections will 
give some idea of the profile of the works as we found them, and as 
we leave them 

“ The gates have been retrenched inwardly, because from the fall 
of the ground outside and its conformation, no adequate work could 
have been raised without a labour we could not at the time spare, 
and Without occupying more time than we could ever reckon on for un- 
molested work 

" The narrowness and shallowness of the ditch are owmg to our want 
of tools, which limited the strength of our working parties so much, that 
any thmg stronger could not have been earned round m time to 
accomph'h our object — that of interposing an obstacle to n sudden as- 
sault and c'calade on every side, while the enemy were still numerous 
and elated hy the Cabool disasters 

" The breadth of the berme was necessary from the nature of the «oil, 
a loo-’e sand, and it vanes as the necessity of including prmious ex- 
cavations, etc , obliged us to alter the tracing 

“In conclusion, I have to «ohcitthe Major General’s indulgence for 
this Keport, which has been prepared while suffering from a wound If 
I have been diffu«e m noticing the assistance received from the officers 
and troops, it must be asenbed to the admiration with which 1 daily, for 
many months, witnessed their labours, under circumstances of extnor- 
dma^ discouragement, on short allowance of pTOVi«ion«, with heavy du- 
ties of other loads to perform, and for a considerable time harassed 
by mce«8ant conflicts with the enemy, dunng all this lime there was 
not only no raurraunng, but the utmost cheerfulness and real prevtulcd 
It was not once nece<sary to report to punishment, and I never bad to 
make a single report other than commendatory ’’ 

George Broadfoot, Caftain, 

Camson i^nyinw, jellallabad 


On receiving the foregomg report*, the Go\a;nior General issued the 
following nppropnate and gratifying Order — - 

General Order hy the Tltpht Jionorahle the Goternor General cf 
India, Head (jvarters, Allahabad^ April SOM, 1812 

*• Political Department — TIic Govemor General has received a report 
from Major General Pollock, C B , dated the ICth in*tant, announcing 
Ills amv^ at Jcllalabad « 

“ Tlic Major General has thus earned into effect tlie ordm of the 
Government, in a ronnner which entitles him to the highest arpmlation 
“llcccuing the command of the army at IVhawur uni.tr circum- 
stances of peculiar difficulty, he ha«, m the mid«l of new and unforeseen 
embarras'ments nnd duappo ntments, preM;rTeil a firm mind and jiutly 
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relpng upon his own judgment he has at last, with equal discretion and 
decision, accomphshed the object he was directed to effect. 

“ The Governor General requests Major General Pollock to accept 
his acknowledgments of the good serx-ice he has thus rendered to the 
Government of India, and begs he will communicate to the gallant 
Officers and troops under his command, the entire satisfaction with 
whicli their conduct has been regarded on this occasion. 

“ The Governor General has alread)^ in communicating the despatch 
from Major General Sh Robert Sale, K. C. B., dated 7th instant, ex- 
pressed his high sense of the seiTices of that Officer and of the Garrison 
of Jellalahad, terminating on that day by a decisive victory, which 
would have left nothing to desire had Colonel Dennie survived to enjoy it. 

" The garrison of Jellalahad having on that day achieved its safety 
by its ouTi prowess, and being now reunited to the army by the move- 
ments of the force under the command of Major General Pollock, C. B., 
it remains only for the Governor General to testify his opinion of the 
just claims of that garrison to the gratitude of the Government and of 
their country. 

“ The Governor General is pleased to direct that the second company 
of the sixth battalion of Artillerj’’ shall hear upon its appointments, and 
the fifth regiment of Light Cavalry upon its standards and appoint- 
ments, and the thirty-fifth regiment of Native Infantr)’- upon its colors 
and appointments, a mural cro^vn superscribed ‘ Jellalahad,’ as a memo- 
rial of the fortitude, perseverance, and enterprize evinced by those 
several corps during the blockade of Jellalahad. 

" Tlie Governor General is likewdse pleased, in conformity with the 
recommendation of his Excellency the Commander-in-chief, to direct 
that ‘ in order to give additional and lasting honors to the 35th Native 
Infantry, whilst it benefits the service generally, that corps shall here- 
after be made a light infantry regiment,’ the duties of wliich it is already 
so well acquainted with, and has performed with so much zeal and spirit. 

“ The Governor General is further pleased to direct, that a silver 
medal be made for every officer, non-commissioned officer, and private, 
European and Native, who belonged to the garrison of Jellalahad on the 
7th of April, 1842, such medals to be all similar, and to bear on 
one side a mural cro^vn superscribed ‘ JeUalabad,’ and on the other side 
the words ‘ April 7th, 1842.’ 

“ The Government of India will present such medal to every officer, 
non-commissioned officer, and private, European and Native, belonging 
to their service, and will request the home authorities to lay before Her 
Majesty their most humble prayer, that Her Majesty wiU be graciously 
pleased to permit the Major General Commanding, and the officers, and 
privates in Her Majesty’s service, who formed part of the garrison of 
Jellalahad, to receive, and wear a medal similar to that which will be 
so presented to their brothers in arms. 

“ The Governor General, taking into consideration the many great 
privations, to which the troops composing the garrison of Jellalahad 
were exposed during the blockade of that place, and the noble fortitude 
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•With which all such privations were borne, as well ns the vanous losses 
the troops sustained is pleased to direct that a donation of six months’ 
hitta he made to all the officers, non-commis«ioncd officers, and pri- 
vates, European and Nativ e, who composed the garrison of JeUalahad on 
the 7th of April, 1842 

" TIic Governor General will request his Excellency the Commander- 
in Chief of the Army to give inatniction in due time that the several 
corps composing the garrison of JcUalabad may, on their return to In 
dn, he received at all the stations on them route to their cantonments, 
by all the troops at such stations, m review order with presented arms 
‘ By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India 
T H Madoock 

Secretary to the Goit of India, with the Governor General 

For the next military movement on record as connected with the ad- 
vance we return to Quetta where Major General England was awaiting 
instructions to join the force at Condahar Receiving the necessary 
orders, be moved forward towards the end of April, accompanied by the 
detachment under Major Simmons which had since joined him from Da 
dur He was attacked, however, on the 28th April, (exactly one month 
from the date of the previous conflict) upon the very same ground, 
the heights at Hykulzie, hut with a •very different result The force 
employed consisted of one troop H Artillery, one Compy Bengal Foot 
Artillery, 3d Bombay Cavalry, Poonah Horse, Her Majesty s 4Ut Regt 
the Light Battalion, and 25th N. I , and the following appears to have been 
the plan of attack — ^The heights on the left were first earned by three 
companies of H M’sdlst and three of the Light Battahon gallantly led 
on by Major Simmons The advance was covered by a bnsk shellmg from 
four pieces of Artillery The higher of the two eminences, near which 

the former check was expenenced, having been gained, the column in 
the hollow lower down dashed up the hiU on which the breast work 
from which the 41st suffered so severely on the 28th March, vras placed 
The enemy were instantly dispersed, and pursued from the ground by 
100 troopers under Captain Delamam The Affghans on being over 
taken jumped from their horses, and furiously rushed on foot at our 
men cuttmg about them desperately on every side About 300 of the 
enemy were killed our casualties were light 

On this occasion the position of tiie enemy was turned , our troops 
crowned one of the hilla which commanded the stockaded post and 
rendered it at once untenable The enemy fled and suffered severely 
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The remains of those who fell iii the action of the 28th ATarch, were col- 
lected together and interred. General England’s dispatch briefly records 
the action ; — 

From Major General R. England, to ihc Assistant Adjutant General 

Candtthar, Head-quarters, Scinde Field Force, Camj) at Lora River, 

29th April, 1842. 

" Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
1 Troop Horse Artiiicrj-. Major General commanding the troops in Lower 
Bengal Artiiierj-. Aflgbanistan and Scinde, that I yesterday attacked 

'H. M. 41st iicgt. Lt. Battn. the enemy s sti'ong position in front of the village 
25tii Regiment N. I. Hykulzie, witli the troops mentioned in the 

margin, and dispersed them in all directions. 

2. “ The three columns of attack were well led by Major Simmons, 
H. M. 41st Regiment; Captain Woodbum, 25th Bombay N. I., and 
Major Cochran, H. M. 41st ; the latter being accompanied bj’- a wing of 
the 25th Bombay N. I., under Captain Teasdale, commanding tliat 
corps. 

3. “ The resen'e was in the hands of Major Browne, commanding 
H. M. 41st Regiment. 

4. “ Nothing could be more successful than the combinations, and the 
insurgents, after a short resistance, fled into the rugged mountains in 
their rear, leaving their standards, and being closely and gallantly 
pursued by the 3rd Light Cavalry under Captain Dclamain. 

5. “ The practice of Captain Leslie’s Horse ArtiUcr)’- Battery was, as 
usual, most effective, and the conduct of the troops excellent. 

6. “ I beg to annex a list of the casualties which have occurred 

in this affiur. I have, &c. 

R. England, Major General, 
Commanding Scinde Field Force." 

Scinde Field Force, 

Return of Casualties in action with the enemy near Hykulzie, Camp, 28th 

April, 1842. 

“ H. M. 41st Regt,— Wounded, 2 Ranlc and File. — 3d Light Caval- 
ry. — Wounded, 1 Lieut. 1 Havildar, and 3 Rank and File — Horses, 
7 Wounded and 1 Missing. — Light Battalion. — ^Wounded, 2 Rank and 
File. — General Staff, — ^Wounded, 1 Captain. 

Officers Wounded. 

" Lieut. W. Ashbumer, 3d Cavalry, severely, and Captain Deere, A. 
D. C. slightly. 

Remarks — Rank and File. 

1 

R. England, Major General, 

Commanding Scinde Field Force.” 
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From HykuUie to Candahar, the General pursued hw march unoppos- 
ed, rcaclimg the latter town on the flth of May This accession of 
strength to General Nott'a division was most opportune, for within a 
week after its nmval information was received, that the fort of Khelat-i. 
Ghilzie was closely invested by six thousand Ghilzies, for whom, it was 
apprehended, the gamson of 950, under Captain Craigie, would scarcely 
he a match General Nott immediately despatched Colonel Wymer, 
With Her Majesty's 40th Regt , the 2nd, ICth and 38th Regt Bengal 
Native Infantry, Captain Blood’s and Captain I^eihe’s guns, nearly aU the 
Bombay Cavalry, and Capt Haldane’s and a part of Captam Christie's 
bor«e This force had not however proceeded beyond Teer-undaz, 
when intelligence arrived that the enemy had been driven from the walls 
by the brave httle gamson* with very considerable loss In givmg the 
official account of the defence, it is due to the 43d Bengal Native 
Infantry, to preface it by the commendatory Notification of the Governor 
General 
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the gallant and successful defence made by that gamson against a 
large force of Affghans by which it was assaulted On this occasion the 
late Shah Soojoh’s 3d Kegiment of Infantry and the detachment of the 
Bengal 43d Regiment Native lofiintry, displayed that decided supen 
ority over their enemies, which has been uniformly manifested by the "e- 
veral Corps composing Major General Nott s array 

* By order of the Bight Hon’ble the Governor General 

T H Maddocx, 

Secy to the Government of India, 
with the Goiernor General 


From Captain J H Craigie Commanding Kelat i Ghilzie, to Captain 
Thos Polwhele, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General 

" Sir, — I have the honor to report for the information of Major Ge- 
neral Nott commanding in Lower AfFghamstan and Scinde, that Kelat- 
i Ghilzie was attacked at j before 4 o clock this morning m two places , 
•VIZ at the long neck to the north east, and at an outwork constructed 
last winter by the Sepoys to give a raking fire m rear of the barracks 
‘ The enemy advanced to the assault in the most determined manner 
each column con«istmg of upwards of two thousand men, provided with 

• of the eoffermgs of this garrison tomo idea may he ibrmed fiom the extract from a letter 
viuch Will he foaod in Appendix V/IC 
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tliirt}^ scaling ladders ; but after an hour’s fighting, were rci)ulsed and 
driven down the hdl, losing five standards, (one of which was planted 
three times in one of the embrasures,) and the whole of whieh are now 
in our possession. 

" Of the enemy’s loss I am unable to give any correct account, as their 
killed and wounded, during the greater part of the attack, were imme- 
diately taken to the rear ; but 104 dead bodies were left on the slope 
of the hill, and from 6 a. m. till 3 r. m. the enemy w'ere employed in 
carrying off such of their dead and wounded as had been taken to the 
rear. 

“ The greatest gallantrj' and coolness were displayed by every Com- 
missioned, Non-Commissioned Officer and Private, (both European and 
Native,) engaged in meeting the attack of the enemy, several of whom 
were bayonetted on the top of the sand bags, forming our parapets. On 
our side, I am happy to say, only six Sepoys -were wounded; viz. two 
of the detachment 43d N. I., and four of the 3d Infantry. 

“ A body of about 300 of the enemy, when driven back, took shelter 
under the rocks below the outwork, but were immediately dislodged by 
a company of the 3d Infantrj', which I detached for that purpose, 

I have, &c. 

Kelat-t-Ghilzie, 21s/ May, 1842. J. Halket Craigie, Captain, 

Comdy. Keht-i-Ghilzic. 

On the arrival of Colonel Wymer at Khelat-i-Gilzie, he proceeded, in 
fulfilment of the orders that had been given him, to destroy the works, 
and to withdraw the garrison. He then marched to Ghirisk to relieve 
the detachment of Irregulars which held the place, and after razing a 
number of forts to the ground in the Ghilzie country, as far as Dalla up 
the Urgandub, returned to Candahar. Meanwhile, the rebels had not 
been idle : — aware of the diminution which the force at Candahar had 
sustained by the departure of Colonel Wymer, Prince Sufter Jung and 
Atta Mahomed re-appeared in the neighbourhood of Candahar ; but 
General Nott’s despatch shall recount the manner of their reception. 

To T. H. Maddock, Esq, Secretary to the Government of India, with 

the ' Governor General. Head-quarters, Candahar, 29^7^ May, 1842. 

“ Sir, — ^Aktar Khan, chief of Zamindawur, having assembled three 
thousand men, crossed the Helmund and joined the rebel force under 
Prince Suftur Jung and Atta Mahomed, on the right bank of the 
Urghundab, taking advantage of the absence of Brigadier Wymer, who 
had been detached into the Ghilzie province with a large portion of my 
force, and nearly the whole of my cavalry. The enemy, under an im- 
pression that we had not a sufficient number of men to hold the city, 
and at the same time to attack them in the field, took possession of 
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‘some steep Tocky lulls \Yithm n mde of tlie city xsalls I instantly 
tno>cdout with the troops noted m tlie accompanying Field return, 
leaMng Major General England K H , m command of the city Ihe 
Ghazecs had about 8000 m position and 2000 men guarding the Ba 
bawullce Foss and roads leading to their camp Our troops earned all 
their ]K)8itions in gallant style, and dnne them in confu«ion, and with 
great loss across the ' 

“ I WT13 ably assist! 

‘ Major Tlawlinsor 

the field, and gallantl * ' > 

the charge 

' I enclose a li«t of killed and wounded I am, &c 

W Nott, Major General 
Commanding iotter Affghamstan and Sande 


Hclurn of Killed and IVounded of the Troops, engaged mih the enemy 
near Candahar on the^Hth May, 1842 
‘ Horse Artillery , S S F —“Wounded one Havildar, three Privates 
and one Syce 

* H M ’s 4l«t Begt — Wounded 1 1 Privates 
“ 42d Bengal N I —-Wounded 1 Lieut and C Privates 
' 43d ditto —Wounded 1 Havildar, 18 Prirates, and 1 Bheesty 
" Detachment Shah’s Ist Cavalry — Killed 1 Private and 1 Horse — 
Wounded, 1 En«ign, 1 Jemadar, I Naick, 5 Pnvates and 11 Horses 
“ Grand Total of Jtilled and Wounded, 52 Officers and men and 
12 Horses 

Officers IVovnded 

‘ Lieutenant J J. Mainw'anng 42d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry 
•hghtiy 

" Doing duty with Detachment Shahs l«t Cavalry, Ensign N B 
Chamberlain 1 6tli Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, severely 
‘ Manour Khan Naib Ressald^, Shah’s 1st Cavalry.” 

W Nott, Major General, 
Comdj; Lower Affghanistan and Setnde 

The troops engaged in the affair reported in this dispatch were 
Twelve 6 pounders Shah Soojah’s Artillery H Af ’a dlst Regt 42d 
Regt Bengal N I A portion of the 43d N 1 Small Detachments from 
the Poonah Horse the Bombay Light Battalion, 25th Regt Bombay 
N I , and 200 of the Shah's Ist Calvalry 

The following more graphic account of the action, than that given in 
the dispatch, will gratify the general reader 

“ On the 29th a Dooranee Army under Aktur Khan, mu«tenDg, 
Horse and Foot, «ome 6000 crossed the Urghanclab and came down 
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close to Candaliar. Their position was good, and some of their points 
strong, hut they had no rcserv'e, and were somewhat scattered. General 
Nott sent the 42d and 43rd Regiments with 4 guns, under Col. Stacey, 
to reconnoitre, who were followed by H. M.’s 41st and Anderson’s light 
guns. At one o’clock the force was in action. The Doorances crown- 
ed the rocks above the citj’’, and on them our force marched, — the 
light companies as a storming party, supported by the 43rd and the 
Artillery, who kept up a continual fire. From the position of the 
enemy, and the character of the ground, some loss followed, about 30 
killed and wounded, with some seven or eight Europeans. Nothing 
could have been better done, it seems; and Chamberlain of the 16th, 
distinguished himself highly by getting up to the enemy, breaking 
their ranks with his men, and driving them from the hills. Matters, 
however, did not end here : but, after this, the lulls on the opposite 
side were covered by large masses of the Dooranees ; who however, 
soon gave way, and in great disorder all fled, striving to gain the Baha- 
wullee Pass. A horrible scene however ensued here. Thinking to 
entrap us, the Ghazees had barricaded the Pass, and the Dooranees,. 
Horse and Foot, unable to make wa)’-, rushed round the base of the 
lulls. Here chase was given by Chamberlain and the guns in splendid 
style, but unliappily he was here severely wounded by a dagger-thrust 
in the thigh. Mahomed Atta was at the head of a large number of the 
enemy, and fought desperately; he is now missing, and was reported 
killed. The Dooranees were driven completely from their position, and 
fled to their camp beyond the Urghandab. Here, on the 30th, they 
were followed by a fresh body of troops, under Col. Stacey, on whose 
appearance they broke up their Camp, and fled to the Northern hills ; 
tlie enemy’s loss is about 400 killed and w'ounded. This was a desper- 
ate struggle of Aktur Khan’s, and our conquest was too complete to 
leave him any hope of having another fight for his own interest. 

“ Lieut. Chamberlain of the 16th, and Capt. Mainwaring of the 
43rd, only are spoken of as wounded. 

“ General Nott was delayed at Candahar, and has received orders to 
destroy the fort of Khelat-i-Ghilzie, which he seems to feel some 
reluctance at. 

“Our Infantry and guns, with the energy of their attack, seem to 
have astonished the Dooranees. The Parseewan Horse, under their brave 
leader Agha Mahomed, also did great execution, and were very instru- 
mental in destroying the positions of, and following up, the enemy ; 
much more would have been done at the Bahawullee Pass, but for the 
•winded condition of the horses.” 

Prince Sufter Jimg, soon after this last defeat, surrendered himself 
unconditionally to Major General Nott, and the confederacy in the 
Candahar province broke up. 

During these operations in Lower Afighanistan, Major General Pol- 
lock’s force had remained idle, as much from the want of authority as ' 
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^ of means to move towards Cabul. lliat city had, meanwhUe, become 
! again the scene of desperate feuds. Shah Soojah had fallen by the 
hands of assassins, and the succession of his son, Futteh Jung, was 
disputed by the Affghans in the interest of Mahomed Akbar Khan.* 
The latter chieftain triumphed, but to suit his own purposes placed 
Futteh Jung upon the Musnud, contenting himself with the office 
of Vizier. Dreading the further advance of the British forces, 
Akbar Khan had previous to this sent in two of the prisoners, 
first Captedn Mackenzie and afterwards Captain Troup, to treat 
witli General Pollock for the release of the whole of the captives, 
but the uncertainty of Lord EUenborough as to whether it would 
be more expedient, under any circumstances, to push the troops on 
to Affghanistan, put it out of General Pollock’s power to bring nego- 
clarions to a satisfactory close. Three months were passed in a state of 
complete inacUon. The intense heat of the weather, the uncert^ty 
of their movements, the scarcity of provisions, the crowded state of the 
encampment, induced much sickness among the troops and the cattle, 
and caused the loss of the lives of several valuable officers. During 
this halt also, the unfortunate Major General Elpbinstone died a captive 
in the bands of Akbar Khan, who sent in the body to the Britbh camp, 
that it might he buried with all the honours due to the remains of a 
brave but incompetent soldier. Captjun John Conolly, another prisoner, 
likewise died in this interval. 

At length, when the patience of the army had been fairly worn out, 
and a feeUng of sorrow and disgust had been created by a conviction, 
that it was the intention of liord EUenborough’s Government to with- 
draw the forces without marching to Cabul and rescuing the prisoners.f 
an authority reached General Pollock to employ the period which might 
elapse before the season would aDow of the Army's retraring its steps 
through the Punjab in destroying the forts and other sfronghoids of Che 
Affghans in the neighborhood of Jellalabad. The refusal of the chiefs 
in the Shinwarree valley to pay their revenue to the legitimate authority 
at Cabul, whose interest the British were still supposed to represent, 

* For the authentic pvtlculan of Ute Sbah’s murder, *te Appendix No.X 

t The partisens of Hu Lotdrhip hare endearoredto meke It appear, that no such withdrawal wa» 
contempUled, hut unforturately for them, them are of&cial doenments on record In the olEcc of 
the Adjutant General, which puts the matter beyond dupate. 
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constituted a fair pretext for the operations, which were accordingly 
entrusted to Brigadier Montcath of the 35th Bengal N. I., who performed 
the duty and returned to Camp, sending in the following report of his 
proceedings ; — 

To T. H. Maddock, Esq., Sccy. to Govt., Political Department, dated 
JellaJahad, 29^7/ Jvly, 1842. 

“ Sin, — I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of my letter to the 
Adjutant- General of the Army of this date, forwarding copies of let- 
ters and other documents from Brigadier Montcath, reporting the result 
of an attack on the enemy in the Shinwarree valley. 

"The loss sustained by the enemy must have been considerable, for in 
a letter which one of the Chiefs addressed to Captain Maegregor on the 
2Sth instant, he states, that they were still burying their dead. The ef- 
fect in the whole valley by such a complete defeat of the Shinwarrccs, 
and the destruction of so many of their forts, will be productive of the 
most beneficial effects.” I have, &c. 

Gko. Pollock, Maj.-Genl., 
Corny. Troops West of the Indus. 


To Major-General Lujilkt, Adjutant General of the Army, Head-Quar- 
ters Simla. Camp Jellalabad, 29th July, 1842. 

“ Sin, — I have the honor to forward for the information of His Excel- 
lency the Comraander-in-Chief, copy of a letter dated Camp Mazeena, 27 th 
instant, from Brigadier Monteath, C. B., commanding the Troops in the 
Shinwarree valley, together with copies of the documents to wliich it re- 
fers. Although the loss of the enemy on this occasion has not been 
stated by Brigadier Monteath, I have every reason to believe from 
authentic sources it has been considerable. One of the Chiefs, ‘ Shadoo,’ 
had a nephew and a first cousin lolled in the action, and another Chief 
‘ Hossein,’ also lost a son. 

" The enemy were busily employed during the afternoon of the 26th, 
in buiying their dead, and on the day subsequent to the engagement, the 
Shinwarree Chiefs sent into Camp to express their Avillingness to pay the 
revenue. I have, &c. 

G. Pollock, Maj.-Genl. 

Corny. Troops West of the Indus. 


From Briyadier Monteath, C. B. Commandiny Field Force, to Captain 
PoNSONBY, Asst. Adjt. Gen. dated Camp Mazeena, 21th Jtcly, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor of addressing you to state for the -informa- 
tion of Major General Pollock, C. B., that in accordance with the inten- 
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tion cxprcs'^cd by me in my letter of the 24th mstint, I marclied out 
yesterday mommg at daj light to attack the enemy with the following 
troops and guns — 

Five 9*poundcrs 
One 24-pound howitzer 


Seven ditto 53d N Infanti^ 

Ferns’ Corps of Jczailchies 

** As the road mto the enemy’s country was nearly impracticable for 
loaded animals, and we must have lost a great many Camels, had I 
attempted to move with our baggage, I resolved on returning to my 
prc«ent position after the operation I had in view had been concluded 
therefore havmg compressed the Camp as much as possible by striking a 
4 e t _4 1 *^ *«.»_* j baggage on one spot I left it 

With the following troops — 


2 Ditto 53d Native lofontry 
2 Squadrons let Light Cavalry 
50 Jczailchies and 100 ofTorabaz Khan’s men 
*' On the troops gaining theleftndge of the Shmwarrcc vallej which 
was the most practicable, the enemy retired out of titeir forts, and I 
detached Lieut Beecher of the Engineers, with Sappers and Miners 
to set fire to them, which he did in succession up to the fort of 
Sekunder Khan, at the head of the valley, the force moving parallel 
along the ridge for the protection of the party Thus at one time the 
interiors of five and thuty forts were in a blaze along the valley, the 
enemy contemplating the scene from the heights m the -yicmity of Se 
ktmder Khan’s fort, where they bad taken up positions, and from w hence 
they ’ ' *■ ’ T ’ 

and t f " ' • 


■ Cap 

tain AbDott, openeu a lire oi ^uarpneu sueius upon uiem, wjulii ujd con- 
siderable execution, end so disconcerted them, that parties left the field 
altogether, and never returned 

“ Havmg effected every thing m tiie way of destruction, I caused two 
companies of the 53d Kegiment to be extended along a ndge below 
that from whence the advance had dnven the enemy, of which it remam- 
ed m possession In rear of tiie companies of the 53d, a company 
of the 33d was extended along the top of another ndge, and m rear of 
that company on a higher ndge two guns were placed in position to aid 
in covering the retirement of the advance from the enemy, who were all 
ready to attack them as soon as they should commence their descent 
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from tlie lieights. On these arrangements being completed, tlic recall 
was sounded to the advance, and, I am happy to say, that the whole 
joined the main body without a single casualty occurring. 

“ Major Skinner’s party having been exceedingly fatigued, for the heat 
had been excessive and their labour great, I directed them to fall in with 
the main column, and ordered out two companies from each of the three 
Regiments to cover our retrogression homewards. These were formed 
into two parties, and extended across the ridge in two lines of skirmish- 
ers. In rear of the second line, I placed two guns with the company of 
H. M.’s 31st Regiment flanking each of them, also a party of forty 
Cavalrj', and a line of skirmishers was throwm out along the whole right 
flank of the column to the edge of the ridge, (where the ground from 
its broken character was most favourable to the enemy,) and which 
communicated with the rear line of the covering force placed under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton, H. M.’s 31st Rcgt,. at his own 
solicitation. 

" In this order Ave retired seven miles and a half over as bad a road 
as can well be supposed, and, although I had anticipated loss and great 
annoyance from the enemy throughout the march, yet it seemed ns if 
they had enough, as their attacks Avere languid and remarkably cauti- 
ous throughout, and I am rejoiced to say, that at half past 3 r. si., we 
arrived in camp Avithout loss or injurj’’ of any kind. 

" It gives me great pleasure to record the zealous conduct of the 
troops generally, and the cheerful and praiscAvorthy manner in Avhich 
the soldiers of H. M.’s 3 1st Regiment laboured to drag the guns up 
such places as the horses, notA\dthstanding their unequalled qualities, 
were incapable of doing. 

" Herewith I beg to enclose Major Skinner’s report, and I can myself 
bear ample testimony to the gallant conduct of himself and those under 
his" command ; and I should be unjust were I not to say, that the 
conduct of Captain Ferris, his native commandant, Hyder Ali, and the 
whole corps of Jezailcliies, was highly distinguished. 

“ My thanks are very justly due to Lieut. Colonel Bolton, H. M.’s 
31st Regt., for the. able manner in which he conducted the duties of 
covering the retirement of the force, and particularly so to Major Skin- 
ner, for the zealous and gallant manner in Avhich he led the advance 
against the enemy. To Capt. Ferris, for the gallant manner in Avhich, 
Avith his corps of Jezailchies, he droA-e the enemy from their position on 
the heights. To Capt. Abbott and Lieutenant Dawes, for the very suc- 
cessful practice of the guns. To Lieutenant Beecher, for the zealous 
and satisfactory manner in Avhich he, Aidth the detachment of Sappers 
and Miners, constructed a road for the guns and fired the enemy’s forts 
in the valley. And to Lieutenant Lugard, H. M’s Slst Regiment, Major 
of Brigade, Lieut. Mayne, Assistant Quarter Master General, Captdn 
Lloyd, Sub-Assistant Commissary General, and Captain Robertson, Field 
Engineer, for the assistance afforded me by them in the field. 

I have also to express my thanks to Captain Alaegregor, Political 
Agent, Avho, when the opportunity offered itself, seired Avith the guns. 



2-iO MAJOR ^kimnsr’s RErOIlT 

Enclosed t8 a sketch of the Slunwarree valley, and the ndge o;et 
w Inch the troops passed , a return of killed and wounded , one of the 
strength of the force employed, and one of ammunition expended 
I hnie SiC 

T kloNTEATn, Brigadier, 
Commandiaff the held Force 


From Major Skiknar, H M ‘s 3lsf Re^ime/it, to Brtgadtor MoATEAT/t 
C D , Commanding the Field Force 

" SiH —I have the honour to report to you, that ^rtien the advance 
guard, composed of the following ’ * ' ^ 

of the Brigade with two Battalion 
and the corps of Jezailchies reach 

the mam column n as moving about 8 o'clock a ir, I ohser\ed the 
enemy posted m small bodies upon the difierent heights and ridges in 
my front, while «everal parties occupied gardens and broken ivalls at the 
foot of the line of hills I was upon, aboie the valley on the nght 
hand 

“ A sharp fire nas opened upon the hne of skirmishers, who quickly 
advanced and drove the enemy off, the coips of dezailchies swi^t the 
front, the left bills were cleared by the hght company of the 31st Foot, 
and the light company of the 33d N 1 on the nght skirmished through 
that part of the valley nearest the ndge, the remammg companies were 
in support We advanced to Sekunder Khan s fort of ' Muraiz,* over 
very broken and difficult country, with frequent descents and ascents . 
the enemy sometimes keeping up a good fire, but always abandoning the 
line of heights as we ascend^ and faUing back to others I halted at 
Sekunder Khan 'a fort, from which a few shots were fired as we advanced, 
when it was evacuated 

"This fort bangs over a narrow valley on the nght hand, fields of 
nee in many parts of it arc now under water A narrow stony ndge in 
the midst of the valley was occupied by the enemy, and commanded the 
post among trees at the foot of the fort which I wished to hold , the 

, pgjf fff ijjg hack to a 

le also necessary to drive them , this 
' Capt Ferns m very good style, who 

held it till withdrawn At the bt®d of the vall^ m which we now 
were, there stands a high hill, wifli a fort upon its summit a consider- 
able distance off All the nd^ from which the enemy had beendnven 
appeared to draw to a point at this fort, and their retreat was always 
towards it 

“ Many men were collected there, and large parties were sent out 
to my nght, this mduced me to draw the companies of the Slst F^t 
on the left near to me The enemy soon appearing on the summit of a 
hiU aboie my left, however, I sent one company of the 31st Itegimcnt 
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to drive him awny, and occupy the hill. This duty was remarkably 
well performed by Ca])tain hlarshall. H. M.’s 31st Uegiment, M’hosc 
company atos employed upon it. The enemy retreated with some loss, 
and took up another position under cover of a Sungah or breast- 
work of stone within shot. He was driven from it with great gallantrj' 
by Lieut. Mcllvccn of the 31st Hogiment, and a party of No. 7 com- 
pany of the corps. Lieutenant Mcllvccn, a verj* promising young Offi- 
cer indeed, n*as, I regret to say killed in the assault upon the Sungah. 

“ A narrow valley of rice fields, completely swamped, sejjarated the 
ridge, on which my right was, from two small forts, a garden at one 
end of the rice valley below the ridge towards the first of the two forts 
was held by the light company of the 33rd Native Infantr}% the enemy 
descended from a high line of sand hills, and occupying these two forts, 
annoyed ray position a good deal. He was driven from them by the 
light company and part of No. 6 of the 31st Regiment, who had no 
other ground to advance on but the narrow ridges that divide the 
terraces of rice. They moved along these under a sharp fire, and drove 
the enemy from his position. I occupied these forts, and leaving Brevet 
Major Urmston, of the 31st Regiment, in command of the post, ceased 
from further operations. None of the forts I have mentioned were ten- 
able by the enemy ; the walls were breached in mimy places by the 
earthquake in February last. When I was ordered to fall back on the 
main body, about half-past 1 r. k.. Major Urmston retired in good order, 
(followed at a distance by the enemy, who had fired constantly into the 
forts when we occupied them,) over the difficult ground behind him, hav- 
ing set fire to the villages within the two forts before he left them. 

“ The advance guard being collected together above Sekundcr Khan’s 
fort joined the main column. I have great pleasure in assuring you, 
that during several hours of most active operations, over the difiicult 
country we were in, every officer and man under my command behaved 
admirably.” 

I have, &c. 

T. Skikner, Major, H. M’s. 31s/ Regiment. 

* A correspondent of tlio Delhi Gazelle tlius described the dcaUi of this ofiieer : — 

“ The forts nearest to us were instantly abandoned, but as tlieir wives and ehildrcn had taken 
shelter in those more distant, the Affghans disputed the ground stiffly to protect them ; but at last, 
about 10 o'clock, our troops finally drove them out of tho valley, and pursued them up the heights 
beyond, where tliey made a stand in a stoekade for a little while, but yielded to the gallantry of the 
Eight company of the Slst Foot, who drove them from it and kept possession. Here Lieutenant 
McTlveen of tho Slst was shot near the heart, leading on his men : five AITglmns seeing him fall, 
rushed down, knives drawn ready to cut him, — but his Light Bobs close by fired and dropped all 
five, which enabled them to bring olT their Offleer, who only lived long enough to say to his men : 

‘ If you cannot carry me off, at least take away my sword.’ His body was brought back to our 
camp, and interred here this morning.” 
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Return of Killed and Wounded tn action under the command of Brigadier 
Moweatii, C B ,071 the ae/A July, 1842 Camp MazeeTis. ^Ith July 

STBEWOTH 

“ Capt Abbott’s Battery, 2 Officers E and N , 2 Serjeants, of N G 
Light Field Battery 

" Squadron 1st Light CaTaliy, 11 Officers E and N, 10 Seijeants, 
129 rank and ffle —H M 's Slst llegt 24 Officers E and N , 34 
Scijeants, SOO rank and file — 33d Regt N 1 , 26 Officers E and N , 
32 Serjeants, 494 rank and file — fiddll^t N I, 25 Officers E andN, 
42 Serjeants 542 rank and file — Jezailchtes 15 Officers E and N , 32 
Serjeants, 343 rank and file — Grand Total — 103 Officers, 152 Serjeants 
and 2008 rank and file 

Casualties 

II M 31*/ Foot — 1 Officer killed, 7 rank and file wounded 
33i N /—I Serjeant and 8 rank and file wounded 
‘ 53d W / -—5 rank and file wounded 
“ Jezatlchies — 2 rank and file killed , 2 ditto wounded 
" Total — 1 Officer killed, 2 rank and file ditto , 1 Sergeant and 22 
rank and file wounded “ T Monteatd, Brigadier, 

Commanding Field Force 


Eeturn of Ammunition expended tn actum under the command of Brigadier 
Monteath, on the 26tA instant 

" Capt Abbott’s Battery— expended 37 rounds — shells, shrapnel 
24 pounders, 6 , ditto 9 pounders 23 , and round ®bot 9 pounders 8 
‘ Squadron Ist Light Cavalry 
‘ Her Majesty s 31st Begiment, 4 889 round® 

‘ 33rd Regt Native Infantry, 2,892 „ 

‘ 53rd Regt Native Infantry, 4,954 , 

Jezailchies 6 676 , 

■ - - T Moj^TBdrH, 

Total 19,450 Comdg Feld Force ” 


Soon after the®e operations bad been concluded, it became suddenly 
known, that Lord EUenborougb had resolved upon adrancingthe armies 
of Generals Pollock and Nott simultaneously upon Cabul and Gbuzm , 
and the joy which this intelligence diffused was in no slight degree en- 
hanced by the arrival of the orders for the movement The army 
under General Nott had for some time been inipres®ed with the belief, 
that it IS as to return to India by way of Deyrah I«hmael Khan, or the 
Bolan Pass, and the dismay and gnef which this idea spread throughout 
the force was not le«s weighty or acute than that which had affected 
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Gcneml Pollock's army when its retrogression was considered certain. 
As at Jcllalabad, so now at Candalmr, the troops were elated at the 
prospect of again encountering the enemy, and of taking full vengeance 
for the cruel trcachcrj' by which so many thousand soldiers and canij) 
followers had fallen. 

The instructions of the Government to General Nott were to take 
Ghuzni cn route to Cabul, where he was to meet and co-operate with 
General Pollock. Whether it was intended that General Nott should 
reach Cabul first, and enjoy the renown of its cajiturc as the reward of 
his excellent management in Lower Affghanistan, the editor of this 
work is not prepared to say ; but it is certain that he used all imagin- 
able expedition to be foremost in the race, though General Pollock 
succeeded in outstripping him. The render is now presented with the 
details of the operations of the two generals, preparatorj’ to the evacua- 
tion of Affghanistan. Major General England, it should be first stated, 
had, on the departure of General Nott from Affghanistan moved (ac- 
companied by Prince Timoor Shah) with the 25th Bombay N. I„ the 
late Shah’s troops, some Artillery, etc. escorting the women, children, 
baggage, stores, etc. towards India, by way of the Kojuck and Bolan 
Passes. The result of this march is given below as the first in point of 
date : — 


To T. H. Maddock, Eso., 

Secretary to the Government of India, with the Governor General, 

Dated Camp, near Killa Abdoolla, 19//t August, 1842. 

“ Sill, — I have the honor to report for the information of the Right 

Hon’ble the Governor General in Council, tliat 

1 Troops late Shah's Horse the British forcc at Candahar having evacuated 

4 Ghinstora by Bullocks, that city on the 7th and 8th, I moved from 

2 Rissaiiahs Irregular Horse, my encampment near its walls on the 10th, 

25 Bombay N. I. late Light pursuant to instructions vuth the detachment 
Battalion ditto. mentioned in margin en route to Quetta, and 

^ arrived on the ground yesterday. 

2. “ It was communicated to me on the 9th, and subsequently, that the 
Insurgents were preparing to attack the column and convoy under my 
charge in its passage, and especially, that they would malce efforts to 
intercept it in the strong country of the Kojuck range, at the northern 
extremity of which I arrived with little molestation on the morning of 
the 16th. 
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3 “ 'Whatever might have been the intentions of the enemy, it was 
ascertained by rcconnoitnng, that the highest points of mountam were 
not yet occupied by them, and I thought it right therefore, notwith- 
standing tint the troops had just completed a night’s march of 24 miles. 


gained by the troops before dark 

5 " On the foUowmg mommg, tlie Insurgents began to appear m 
small bodies on different hills but the route being flanked, they did little 
mischief, and the baggage, artillery, aud immense retinue under the 
protection of this camp, including nine or ten thousand beasts of bur 
then, began the ascent covered by a rear guard of two Battalions and the 
Cavalry , and I was soon made aware of our good fortune m having 
seized the heights on the previous evening, for the number of the enemy 
gradually increased, hut all their efforts to capture the baggaf^e or in 
deed to interrupt us to any serious extent were frustrated, and the 
passage across the Kojuck mountains may be «aid to have been perfect 
ed by noon on the 18th 

6 ** I have had the highest reason to be gratified with the exertions 
of all the officers and troops on this occasion and it is entu-ely owing 
to their incc«saat efforts in duties of great fatigue under a privation of 
water, both m chtnbing up the extreme pomts of the range to dme off 
the enemy whenever they appeared, and m dragging thirteen pieces of 
Artillery over the ndge, that this service h-is been accomplished with *o 
little loss on our side, of life or of convoy 

7 “I beg to enclose a list of the casualties in killed and wounded of 
this column, which have occurred since I left the immediate vicanity of 
Candahar 

8 “ My last accounts of Major General Nott, were of the 13th three 
marches north of Candahar 

9 * His Highness Pnnee Timoor is now in my camp, and every pos 
«ihle attention paid to his comfort and safety 

10 ‘ The Right Honble the Governor General will have been in- 
formed, that the chief, Saloo Khan who bad taken service with us after 
the affair with the enemy of the I8th April, near Hykulzie, suddenly 
absconded from the military post held by us at this place on hearing 
s>{ our abandonment of Candahar, and it was presumed, therefore, that he 
was at the head of the Insurgents m the Kojuck hills , but I am not m 
clmed to heheve that he was thus employed, and I think it more pro 
bable, that he may have proceeded to join Pnnee Suftur Jung, who had 
placed him«elf at the head of affairs at Candahar 

11 "I have no mfomation to warrant the expectation of any senous 
opposition between this and Quetta, especially as the Brahoe connection 
with the Affgbans seems severed for the present and 1 hope to be en- 
abled to report my amvil it Quetta to his Lordship on the 27th or 28tli 
instant 

12 ‘ Pursuant to the m<=tnictions of Government of the 19th of 
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March, I have assumed the political responsibilities, as well as militaiy 
command, vacated by the casualty therein contemplated in the depar- 
ture from those countries, of Major General Nott. 

I have, &c. &c. 

R. England, Major General, Commanding Scinde Forces. 


Dispatches of Major General Pollock a7id Nott, deso'iptive of the 
operations attending the capture of Ghuzni and Cahul, immediatehj 
preceding the final evacuation of Affghanistan. To Major General 
Lubiley, Adjutant Genm-al of the Army, Head-Quarters, Simla. 
Camp, Mammoo Khail, August 25th, 1842. 


“ Sir, — I have the honor to report for the information of His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, that I reach- 


1 Squadron Sth Light Cavalry. 
Head-quarters and one Squadron 
10th Light Cavalry. 

No. 6 Light Field Battery. 

5 Companies Sappers and Bliners. 
H. M.’s 9th Foot. 

26th Native Infantry. 

60fh Native Infantry. 


ed Gundamuck on the morning of the 23d 
instant, with the troops as per margin. 

“ On approaching the ground a few horse- 
men appeared, but retired as we advanced. I 
soon learnt that the enemy, under the Chiefs 
Hadji Ali and KhyroUah Khan, occupied the 


village and fort of Mammoo Khail, about two miles from Gundamuck, 
and I determined upon attacking them the following morning. 

“ I ordered up a Squadron of the 3rd Dragoons and Captain Broad- 
foot’s Corps of Sappers from General Sale’s Camp, and they joined 
before daylight the following morning. 

“ At 4 A. Bi. yesterday morning I moved towards the enemy with the 

Troops as per margin. On clearing the broken 


1 Squadron Sth Light Cavalry. 

1 Ditto 10th ditto. 

No. 6 Light Field Battery 
5 Companies Sappers and Miners. 
Her Majesty’s 9th Foot. 

26th N ative Infantry. 

60th Native Infantry. 

Broadfoot’s Sappers. 


ground in front, I divided the Infantry into 
two columns with a Wing of H. M. 9th Foot at 
the head of each, and Skhmishers in front. I 
directed Captain Broadfoot with his Corps to 
go to the right. The Cavalry also advanced on 
the right to cut off the retreat. 


“ Captain Abbott’s Battery accompanied the Columns, and as we ad- 
vanced occasionally opened on the enemy who continued in position so 
long, we hoped they would oppose us with their u’hole force, but they 
retired on our approach, and we entered the village. 

“ The fields in front of the village were purposely flooded to prevent 
our advance. The left Column then went towards the fort of Mam- 


moo Khail, and the right Column proceeded to Koodee Khail; the 
ground was impracticable for Cavalry nearly the whole distance, but on 
one or two occasions an opportunity did offer, and the enemy suffered 
accordingly. Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, with some Companies of the 
9th Foot and 26th Native Infantry, occupied part of the heights in front 
of the village of Koodee Khail, while Captain Broadfoot and some 
of the 26th N. I. cleared the hills to the left of Lieutenant Colonel 
Taylor’s position. As Koodee Khail is about two miles from Mam- 
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between the two pruicipTl Mllogcs, the movement was covered bv a 
bqmdron of the 5th and another of the 10th Light Ca\al^, but tbe 
attempts of the Oolooa to annoy were tnmd and feeble m the extreme, 
and our troops did not sustain a «ingle casualty from their effects 
Lieutenant Colonel Taylor sneaks m high terms of the support which 
lie received from Major Hui^, commanding the 26th Regiment N 1 , 
who was wounded, and afterwards from Captain Handicomb of the same 

corps and from Captain Ogle, commanding H M'sSthFoot, and I beg 
to be permitted to bear my testimony to the ments of the Lieut Colo- 
nel’s own exertions on this occasion, ns well as to express my sen^e of 
the gallantry of all the troops engaged, and to aclcDOwledge the able 
assistance winch I received from Captain Havelock, H M ’s 13th Light 
Infantry, Deputy As^ustant Adjutant General, Lieutenant Mayne, 37th 
Regiment N 1 , Officiating Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, 
and Lieutenant Bctiiune, H M ’« 9Ui Toot, my A D 6 ffhe intrepi- 
dity olso witli which Captain Broadfoot’s Snpp^iTs and Miners aided in 
the attack on one of the advanced heights. de«erves my marked com- 
mendation. I have, &c 

John McCaskix. 1 ,. Major General, 

Commff Tn/y JDtiiston ’ 


/Vom Captain J Bhoadfqot, Sappers and Miners, Commanding, (o 
Captain G Ponsonbt, Assistant Adjutant General, dated Camp, Mam 
noo Khail, 25th Auaust, 1842 

* Sir —Agreeably to order, I have the honor to report the proceed 
mgs of the column entrusted to me by the Major General commanding 
m the action yesterday 

" I moved, as directed, with the Sappers (about 220 men) and the 3d 
Irregular Cavaliy (250) across the Ravine on tbe tight of the force 
We found the enemy strongly posted m an orchard with some enclo 
siircs , and the u«iual field works of loose stones in their front were also 
occupied This position flanked tbe approach of the mam body 
“ Having formed an attacking party m front I sent the rest of the 
Sappers m column, under Lieut Orr to turn the enemy’s left flank, 
and Captain Tait’s horse stdl more to the nght and in advance, to cut 
off their retreat While we waited m this order tbe advance of the 
force, the enemy reinforced the orchard and moved out to attack u® I 
was therefore obliged to advance before the force arrived , the enemy’s 
positions were quickly camedmsuccession One party was dnven towards 
the 3d Irregular Cavahy, who pursued and the remainder fled to the 
village of Mammoo ^hail mto which the mam body of the enemy were at 
this moment driven by the force of our Artillery They opened a me 
on us ill directed, but so heavy, that we were obliged to attack the 
village , they fled when we reached it and tbe Sappers pursued to the 
fort, but were so exhausted by the march from Fntteeabad and the pre- 
vious operation* that the enemy ms able to enter and bamcade the 
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gate ; their fire was kept down by one pai'ty of Sappers, while the rest 
climbed on each other’s shoulders over a half repaired bastion, about 
eight feet high and covered with thorns ; the enemy fled over the walls 
on the other side, leaving the rear gate barricaded. This, and descending 
from the walls lost so much time, that pursuit was nearly hopeless as far 
as our now exhausted men were concerned ; we pressed on with the least 
fatigue, however, and keeping up to the hills forced the enemy into 
level ground ; our Cavalry was approaching, and we had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing the Cavalr}’^ overtake and attack them. 

“ Parties were now directed to destroy the forts abandoned on the 
Cavalry approaching, while with a few men I pushed on to the last vil- 
lage near the hiUs ; where we surprised the enemy, whose Head Quarters 
were there, driwng them out of the village and adjoining camp, and ob- 
taining their tents, cattle, and ammunition, and a good quantity of 
provisions. The enemy (who were evidently the Jezailchies from Ca- 
hool) fled to the hills, the fire from wliich swept the village. 

I was now dhected to take a party of H. M.’s 9th Foot, the Sappers 
being now Avom out, except about six men, and attack the hills ; the 
first and second heights were carried at the point of the bayonet, 
and flanking parties having turned the shoulders of the high range, we 
were advancing up it when the main force arrived, and our further pro- 
gress was stayed. My separate command now ceased, and I was soon 
after ordered with the Sappers to Head Quarters. 

“ The conduct of the Troops, Officers and men, European and 
Native, was admirable, and it is due to the 26th N._I. to mention, that 
in storming the second height with a party of H. M.’s 9th Foot, a party 
of the former Corps joined us, and behaved with the same spirit as 
the rest. “ I have, &c. 

G. Broadfoot, Captain, 

Commanding Right Column." 


Head-quarters, Simla, 21^^ September, 1842. 

“ Political Department . — ^The Governor General has this day received 
the reports of three victories obtained, on the 30th of August, by Major 
General Nott, over twelve thousand Affghans, 38 miles south-west of 
Ghuzni ; on the 8th of September, by Major General Pollock, over the 
troops of Mahomed Akbar Khan; and the Ghilzie Chiefs at JugduUuck. 

“ On the 3d of September, Major General Nott had advanced to 
Nanee, a short march off Ghuzni. 

“ On the 9th September, Major General PoUock had advanced to 
Kutta Sung, and had experienced no opposition. 

“ Formed as the troops under Major General Nott have mostly been by 
four years of constant service, and habituated as they have been to vic- 
tory under their able Commander, the Governor General had anticipat- 
ed their success against any force which could be brought against them. 
It is to the Governor General a subject of sincere satisfaction, that the 
events of the campaign should have opened a more extensive field to 

2 e 
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thit l)ra^c nrmy on nhjcli it maymake manifest to the world, the Ingli 
qualities he has long known it to possess 
'• Major General Pollock has through the prudence of his arrangements, 
and the correctne*!* of tiie rao> emeuts directed by him, had the gratifica- 
tion of affording to hts troops the opportunity of proving their supenonty 
to the Affghans on the very scene of the last disaster on the retreat from 
Cabool , and Major General Sir R Sale, at the head of the gamson of 
Tellalabad, worthily supported by the re-inforcements from India has 
had the glory of leading the army on its triumphant return to the capital 
of AfTghamston 

” '1 he Governor General regards with the highest admirabon the noble 
ardour which has, in the«e «evcml operations, been manifested, equally 
by the officers and soldiers of both nations and of all arms He sees, m 
the successes already obtained, the certain promise of other more deci- 
sive victories calculated to impress upon all the enemies of the British 
Government, a conviction of the futility of resistance to the force under 
lus direction and tending, under the continued favor of Providence, to 
effect the first object of lus desire, the restoration of peace to Asia 
• By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India, 

T H Maddock, 

Secy to the Govt 0 / IniJta, with the Govr Genl' 


Copy of 0 Letter from Major General G Poii-OCK C B Commanding 
Troops in Affghanxstan, to Major General LuMtEt, Adjutant General 
of the Army, dated Camp Kutta Sung, 9tk September, 1842 


" Sir,— I have the honor to report for the information of His Excellency 
the Commander m chief, that I left Soorkbab 
on the morning of the 8th instant, m pro- 
gre«s to JugduUuck with the troops dotted 
10 the margin 

On approaching the hiUs which command 
the road through the Pass, 1 perceived their 
Bommits were occuped by a considerable 
number of men. and a nearer view enabled 
me to a«certa«i the eshrns of tbeir position, 
which was one of singular strength and dif- 
ficulty of approach The enemy were as 
sembled in b^es apparently under different 

Chieftains, each having a di^tmguishmg stendaid ^.*k- 

“ The hills they occupied formed an amphitheatre inclining towaros me 
left of the road on which the troops ware halted, whde the g^s 
and the enemy were thus enabled on this point to fim into cc > 
a deep ravme preventing any contact mth them The pmc , 
guns^ exceUent yet the enemy appeared so “ftjf 

stand that the bursting of the sheUs among them 
winch w-as of a conical shape and difficult accent had not 


1st diTuion onder die commiad 
ofMalor Oen«»lSiT It Sale O 
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making them relinquish it, or of slackening their fire, which now be- 
came hca\y from all jnu-ts of their position, causing several cnsimlties. 

It is with deepest feeling of regret I have to dcjilorc the loss of Cap- 
tain Nugent, Ofiicinting Sub-Assistnnt Commissary General, who was 
shot here, and died almost immediately. I had lately received the most 
important and valuable assistance from him ; the service has lost a pro- 
mising ofiiccr, and the department to which he belonged, a most cfiicicnt 
member. 


“ As the guns appeared to have little cflcct in forcing the enemy to 
quit the heights, I resolved upon attacking them; for this purpose Cap- 
tain Broadfoot was detached to the extreme left of the enemy’s position, 
and his Sappers commenced ascending a steep hill, on the top of which 
the enemy were entrenched in a sungah. Her Majesty’s Dlh I’oot, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, were directed to cross a dec]) ravine and 
assault the hills on the ojipositc side, where the enemy held a ruined 
fort, and were n*ith their Chiefs and cavalr)" in considerable numbers. 
Her Mnjestj’’s 13th light infantry, led by Cajilain Wilkinson, com- 
manding the regiment, attacked the hill, which may be considered the 
kc)' of the position. The 9th, accompanied by two comi)anics of the 
35th Native Infantrj*, under Lieutenants Boilcau and ’Lrcncli; the ISth 
by 130 men of the 2Gth, led by Captain Gahan, (Major Iluish, who 
although present in the licld, urns prevented by his wound received at 
Mammoo Khail from assuming the command,) rushed up the height simul- 
taneously, and the animated and enthusiastic cheer they gave, seemed 
to strike a panic in the enemy ; for they dared not wait the coUision, 
but fled down the liills, and were enabled to escape chastisement by the 
nature of the ground wliich was so well calculated to favor their retreat. 
Atthis moment Major Lockwood, with Her Majesty’s 3d LightDmgoons, 
galloped up, and had very nearly succeeded in ovcrUiking the enemy’s 
Ca\'alr)’', but I am sorry to say, they also effected their safety by flight. 

“ Capt. Broadfoot had completely succeeded in the attack he made, 
and the enemy were dispersed in every direction, a large body of them 
retiring to tlie summit of a high mountain. On this apparently inacces- 
sible height they planted their standards, and shewed every demonstra- 
tion of maintaining it. As the achievements of the day would have been 


incomplete were they suffered to remain, I decided upon dislodging 
n. M.’s isiii L. I. them. The troops named in the margin ad- 

One company 2Gth N. I. vanccd Under covcr of Captain Abbott’s guns, 

MU compyfsappcrs'undcr Lieut 1 and thosc of Captain Backhouse’s Mountain 

Becher. / iVain. Scldom have soldiers had a more ar- 

roa oots-appers. duous task to perform, and never was an 

undertaldng of the kind surpassed in e.xecution ; these lofty heights 

were assaulted in two columns, led by Captains Williinson and Broad- 


foot, the discomfited Ghilzies not relishing an encounter, betook them- 


selves to flight, canying away their standards, and leaving our troops in 
quiet possession of their last and least assailable stronghold. 

“ It gratifies me to be enabled to state, that we have thus signally de- 
feated with one division of the troops the most powerful tribes and the 
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most inveterate of our enemies, the original instigators, and prmcipnl 
actors m those disturbances, which witailed such disasters on our troops 
last winter. The following arc the Chiefs who were preoent m the 
action “ 

" Uzecz lihan, Gool Mahomed Khan, and Saudut Meen Khan, Jobber 
Kbeil, Ghdzies 

“ Khoda Buksh Khan, Azul Khan, and Khojeh Mahomed Shah 
Khan, Cliiefs of Tezeen, Babukkur Kheil Gbilzies 

“ Sirdar KhyrooUa Khan Barukzye, Shah Gazee Khan, Gool Ghikie, 
and Hajee All Tajick, sent by Mahommed Akhhar Khan from Gabool 
to co.operatc with the Ghilzics 

“ Ibrahim Khan and Mulbck Suddoo, Li^hman Chiefs 

"The petty Chiefs of His"aruk were also engaged, and indeed the 
whole strength of the Ghilzie force may be considered to have been 
brought agamst us, numbering on this occasion, from four to five thou- 
sand men 

" Let me now express how much I owe to the brave officers and sol- 
diers who have thus gallantly asserted then supenonty in arms Were 
I to name all who merit eulogy, I should feel obliged to enumerate every 
officer who was present 

" I feel considerable diffidence in mentioning the name of Major 
General Sir 11 Sale, G C B . whose heroic conduct m the field stands 
80 little in need of my commendation On this occa«ion I was an 
eye-witness to the personal intrepidity of this highly distinguished 
officer, as he led up the heights m advance of bis o^vn regiment under 
a very hot fire 

" To the officers m command of regiments and detachments and to 
the heads of departments, also to the officers of my personal and the 
general staff, I feel especially indebted for the zealous and efficient 
maimer m which they performed their respective duties , and I trust 
His Excellency the Commander m Chief will bring to the notice of His 
Lordship, the Governor General that every individual engaged has 
exerted himself to the utmo«t to serve his country 

‘ I have the honor to enclose a rough sketch of the scene of opera- 
tions and return of killed and wounded 

‘ I have, &c 

Gborgb PoiLocK, Major General, 

Commanding in Afghanistan ’ 


Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the Troops of the Is^ Division 
of the advance under the Command of Major General 5irR Sale, G C 
B at the storming of the heights of Jagdalluck, on the Sth Sept 1842 
‘ General Staff— Killed I Officer, Wounded 1 Officer, —To^ of all 
ranks Killed and Wounded 2 — Captain Nugent, Sub assistant Commis- 
sary General, Killed, and Major General Sir K Sale, G C B ®hghtly 
Wounded No 6, Light Field Battery,— Wounded I Natne Officer and 
2 Privates — Total of all rank Killed and Wounded 3 ^fountaln Irain 
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— Wounded 1 Sergeant, 1 Bugler, and 1 Private. — ^'lotnl of nil ranlcs 
Killed and Wounded 3, Killed 1 Mule. Her Majesty’s 3d L. 1). — 
Killed 1 Horse. Head-quarters and deUiclnncnt 3d I, C. — Killed 1 Pri- 
vate — ^Vounded 2 Privates, — ^Total of all ranl<.‘< Killed and Wounded 
3 — Horses — 1 Killed and 3 Wounded. .5th Comi)any Sajqicr.s. — ^^Vound- 
cd 1 Sai)pcr. — ^Total of all ranks Killed and Wounded 1. Her Majes- 
ty’s nth Begt. — Killctl 1 Sergeant and 2 Privates. — Wounded 1 Scr- 
i^anl and IG Privates. — ^I'otal of all ranks Killed and Wounded 25. 
Her Majesty’s 13th L. I. — Killed 1 Private. — Wounded 2 Sergeants, 
12 Privates. — Total of all mnks Killed and Wounded 15 — 1 Dooly 
bearer Killed and 1 Wounded. 26th N. I. — Wounded 1 Cor])oral, 
and d Privates — ^’Potal of all mnks Killed and Wounded 5 — 1 Cam]) J''ol- 
lowcr Wounded. 35th li. I. — Wounded d Privates. — ^'Potal of all mnks 
Killed and Wounded d. Capt. Broadfoot’s Sappers — ^\Voundcd 1 Ser- 
geant and 5 Privates. — ^’I’otal of all mnks Killed and Wounded G. 

G. PoNSON'llY, As!:ist. Adjt. Gctll. 

British IVoops vi Affghnnisim” 


From Major General W. Nott, Commanding Field Force, Affghanistan, 
to T. H. Maddock, Estj., Sccrclarg to the Government of India, trith 
the Governor General. Jlcad^guartcrs, dated Camp Karcez Oosrnan 
Khan, August 20th, lSd2. 

“ Sir, — •! have the honour to acquaint you, that on the morning of 
tlic 2Sth instant, a body of the enemy attacked our rearguard, I direct- 
ed tlie Officer in command of the Cavalry to detach a parly to assist in 
dispersing it. 

“ The accompanying letter from Captain Christie details the result. 

" I have, &c. 

W. Nott, Major General, 
Commanding Field Force, Affghanistan." 


From Captain J. Christii;, Commanding the Detachment, to Captain 
Delamain, Senior Officer of Cavalry, dated Camp Karcez Oosrnan 
Khan, 2Sfh August, 1S42. 

“ Sir, — Agreeably to the instructions conveyed to me through Lieut. 
Forbes, Adjutant, 3rd Light Cavalr)', I proceeded to the rear \vith two 
ressallahs of the Ist Ben^ Iiregular Cavalr}’’ and three rcssallalis of my 
own Regiment, and now do myself the honor to report the result as 
follows, for the information of Major General Nott : — 

“ I proceeded at a trot for about a mile and a half, when we were 
closing well with the enemy, aU of a sudden we came on a ravine Avith 
steep sides, which for a time completely brought us up ; however, we 
managed to file down and form again on the opposite side. This delay 
allowed the enemy to move a long way alicad, but getting the detach- 
ment into a smart gallop, we succeeded in coming up with them just as 
the foremost of them had reached the bottom of the hills. We cut up 
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about 50 of them Lieutenant Chamberlain’s party from the other flank 
destroyed 12 more 

" The enemy, I should think, amounted to about 300 horse and foot 

“ Every man did bis duty, so it is impossible to offer any remark on 
individuals, and 1 shall only add, that I was quite satisfied with the con- 
duct of all 

“ I beg to return bsta of tlie killed and wounded 
" I have, &c, 

J CiinisTiB, Captain^ Commanding the Detachment 


To T H Maddock, Esq , Secy to the Govt of India, tilth the Goiemor 
General, Head quarters, dat^ Camp Gontse, 38 miles South West of 
Ghuznee, August, 1842 

“ Srn — I have the honor to ncquamt you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor General of India, that Shumshoodeen, 
the Affghan Governor of the fortress of Ghuznee, brought nearly the 
whole of his army, about twelve thousand men, mto the vicinity of my 
camp yesterday, at 3 o'clock p m 

1 moved out with one-half of my force , the enemy advanced m the 


they opened a fire of small arms, supported by two pounder horse 
artillery guns, which were admirably served , our columns advanced 
upon the different pomts with great regularity and steadiness, and after 
a short and spirited contest, completely defeated the enemy, capturing 
their guns, tents, ammumtion, etc etc , and dispersing them m every 
direction One hour’s more day-bght would have enabled me to des- 
troy the whole of thew infantry 

“ Shumshoodeen fled m the direction of Ghuznee, accompanied by 
about thirty horsemen 

“ I enclose a list of killed and wounded on the 28th and SOth instant, 
also a return of ordnance, ammunition, etc etc taken from the enemy 
“ The behaviour of the troops, both European and Native was such 
as 1 anticipated, and afforded me complete satisfaction 

“ I heg leave to bring to the favorable notice of the Right Honorable 
the Governor General of India, the undermentioned officers , many of 
them have served under my command for the last three years and have 
been conspicuous for their zeal and gallantry m the vanous affairs which 
have occurred with the enemy during that period, and especially in the 
action of the 12th of January last, and have invanably upheld the re 
putation of our arms and the honour of our country 

Bngadier Wymer, commanding the first infantry brigade. Lieutenant 
Colonel McLaren, commanding 16th regiment native infantry. Major 
Hibbert, commanding Her Majesty’s 40th regiment. Captain Burney, 
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commanding 38tli regiment Native Infantry, Captains Christie and 
Haldane, commanding corps of Bcn^l irregiilar cavalr}'. Major Sothc- 
by, commanding the artillcr)*. Captain Blood, commanding Bombay foot 
artillery. Major Sanders, Bengal Engineers, Lieutenants North and 
Stoddart, Bombay Engineers ; Majors Leech and Rawlinson, of the 
Political Department, attended me in the field, and rendered me great 
assistance in convejdng my orders. 

" My best thanks arc due to my Staff, Cai)tain Polwhelc, Deputy 
Assistant Adjutant General, Captain Watcrlicld, Aide-dc-Cnmp, and 
Lieutenant Tytler, Deputy Quarter Master General. 

“ Annexed is a letter from Brigadier Wymer, speaking in the highest 
terms of bis Brigade Major, Captain T. H. Scott, of the 38th Regiment 
Native Infantry. I fully appreciate this excellent officer’s merits, he 
has been with me in four actions ; I trust I shall not be thought pre- 
sumptuous in expressing a hope that he will receive some mark of the 
favor of Government by Brevet or otherwise. 

“ I cannot close this despatch without expressing my admiration of 
the dashing and gallant conduct, rapid movement, and correct practice 
of Captain Anderson’s troop of Bengal horse artillerj^ ; nothing could 
exceed it, and I beg leave to bring this officer and Lieutenant Turner, 
attached to the same troop, to the particular notice of His Lordshij), as 
officers who have on many occasions rendered me most essential scnicc. 

" I have, &c. 

W. Nott, Major General, 
Commanding Field Force, Afghanistan.” 


From Brigadier G. P. Wymeu, Commanding \si Infantry Brigade, to 
Major General Norr, Commanding Field Force, dated Camp Clinppa- 
Icliana, 1st September, 1842. 

“ Sir, — Adverting to division orders of yesterday, expressive of your 
praise and thanks to the troops employed under your command in action 
with the enemy on the afternoon of the 30th instant, I hope you wall 
not consider it ill judged on my part bringing to your favorable notice, 
the valuable assistance I derived from the active services of Captain 
Scott, Major of Brigade to the 1st infantry brigade under my command, 
whose exertions during the fight on that day demand and merit my 
best praise and acknowledgments. This being tlie second time of the 
display of Captain Scott’s abilities when in action with the enemy as 
my personal Staff, will I hope plead my apology for recommending him 
to your notice, and the favorable consideration of Government, in any 
way you may have it in your power to mention him as a meritorious 
and deserving officer. 

" I have, &c. 

G. P. Wymer, Brigadier, 

Comg. Isf Infantry Brigade.” 
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Jleturn of Ordnanct AmmunUion §c captured tn action with the Enemy, hy the 
Field Force under the Command qf Ma}ar General Hott, on the&ilh August, 1812 


Camp^ Gontne, August, 1842 


Description 

No 

1 

Remarks 



One Camase broken br our 


' 1 

' 40000 J 
132 

4 

shot, left on the Field 
Destroyed on tbe enemy s en 
camping ground 

Ditto ditto ditto 

Unserviceable 

1 

2 

9 

I 

Unserviceable 

Ditto 


P S SoTiiKBr, 3fn}or Comg Arty 


Return ef Killed, Wounded, and itisting of the Field Force under the conimand 
tf Ktajvf General WittiAM Nott, tn the engagements the Enemy on the 
ISth and SQlhqf August, 1812 


U A 

I 


1 bheestie 

* 16th Bengal N I — TrouniJed2 pmates 
‘'42d ditto —Wounded 1 priTUte 


1 •Tff and 1 hor$e , 
uded 1 gun 

jemadar, 4 
1 jemadar, 

privates — 

’ rses 

Wounded I 

D privates 
lascar, and 


Queers Killed 

‘Capl H Perry, 3d Bombay L C 
" Brev Capt G 0 Reeves, 3d ditto 

Officers Wounded 

‘ Brevet Capt G S Ravenscroft 5d Bombay L G 
•' Lieut. T A Mackenrie 3d ditto 
‘ Lieut. Meason H M 40th Foot. 

•Lieut N B Cbamberlam, Christie a IIoKe 

W Nott, Mvor General 

Commanding F^eld force 
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From Major General J. McCASKiiiii, K. H. Commanding Infanirij Divi- 
sion, to the Assistant Adjutant General. Camp near Cabool, IGth Sep- 
tember, 1842. 


2 puns, 3(1 troop 1st brigade 
Horse Artillery. 

2 guns, Sd troop 2d brig.ndc. 
Itd.-qrs. .and 2 sqdrs. 1st Lf, Cavy. 
llcssall.ah 3d Irregular Ca\-y. 
ir. .M.’sSUt Uegt. 

Right wing 33d A". 1. 

Right wing GOth N . I. 

C.apt. I'crris’ (»rps of Jcrailchies, 
Detacht. of Cavy. and Infy. and 
camel guns of the Laliore Con- 
tingent, 


“ Sir, — I beg to report for the informution of Major General Pollock, 

C. B., that the column detailed in the mar- 
gin, which he entrusted to my command on 
t!ie Gth instant, completed its advance from 
Gundamuclc to Soorkhab, and again forced 
its march from Kutta Sung to Tezeen, with 
little interruption from the enemy. But on 
the route from Soorkhab to .Tugdulluck, and 
from the latter place to Kutta Sung, the 
Ghilzics shewed themselves in considerable 
force, and attacked our columns and baggage with much boldness 
and perseverance. All their efforts were, however, foiled by the steadi- 
ness of the troops, and the good dispositions of Brigadier Montcath, 
C. B., and Officers comraimding our advanced and rear guards, espe- 
cially Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, 33d Regiment Native Infantry, 
and Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st. It is gratifying to me to have 
to state, that, a predatory enemy was unable to capture from us the least 
article of our baggage or stores, mid that the only loss sustained of this 
kind, which could be deemed of importance, arose from the total exhaus- 
tion of a portion of our carriage animals, when our miuch was necessa- 
rily doubled, to enable us to rejoin the Head Quarters at Tezeen. I beg 
to enclose a return of casualties on tlie 9th, 10th, and 11th instant.” 


From Brigadier T. Monteatu, C. B., Commanding Ath Brigade, to Capt. 

Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, Infantry Division, 

Camp Tezeen, \2th September, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor, for the information of Major General 
McGaskill, K. H., to transmit to you reports from Lieutenant Colonel 
Bolton, Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment; Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, 
33rd Native Infantry, and Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, 
detailing the occurrences on the rear guards, from Soorkhab to this place. 

“ In regard to those circumstances that came under my own obser- 
vation and arrangement, I beg to say, that, immediately on leaving 
Soorkhab, the enemy began to shew themselves on the heights and to 
fire on the troops, and as we approached the Jugdulluck Pass, observing 
that their numbers were becoming formidable, and that they were gra- 
dually closing in upon our left, it occurred to me that their object was 
to allow the main column to get through the Pass, and then to attack 
the baggage when it should be collected at the gorge. 

“ This opinion (and I found it fully confirmed afterwards) induced 
me to send and direct Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, commanding the 
advance, to halt on arriving at the'entrance of the Pass, and there wait 
my further instructions. 
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Having halted the main column, I nlloviicd the ammunition and the C 
whole of the baggage to Pass on, and when every thing was up, 1 then 
directed Lieutenant Colonel Itichmond to proceed with the advance 
down the Pass, and to occupy the heights on each side, winch was very 
properly done by that officer 

“ On this operation hemg completed, I then pissed every thing down, 
and on the rear guard joining me, I moved off with the mam column 
through the Pa«s, to the great disappointment of the enemy, no doubt, 
(as tliey did not get a single tiling,) and arrived in camp at half past 8 
p.M ,a sharp — * “ — 

" On the n 
stance of the 

advance guar • ^ , 

rear, and when about two-thirds of it had left the ground, I followed 

with the mam column, leaving the remainder to the rear guard 

“ On this occasion no lo«s was sustained, except what is detaded m 
Lieutenant Colonel Richmond's report the mam column arrived m 
camp at 20 minutes after 4 p. u 

“ On the march from Kutta Sung to this place, I despatched the 
whole of the baggage immediately after the advance guard, then moved 
in rear of it with the mam column, leaving the godown bullocks to he 
looked after by the rear guard ^ 

“ During the march very little molestation was experienced from the 
eneiD) , but I am sorry to say. that ra consequence of the two marches 
having been performed m one, an elephant, the camp equipage of Ma- 
jor Delafo^se n troop of artdlery, many camels, bullocks, end some pri- 
vate property were lost, owmg to the cattle, from their previous ex- 

troop required to be pulled 

Majesty’s Slst Regiment, and 
one waggon was dragged altogether (the horses having been taken out) 
by the sepoys of the 33d and 60th Regiments , the main column amved 
in camp at 20 mmutes past 7 pm It may not be unnecessary for me 
to report, that the sepoys when called upon to perform the labor of 
dragging the waggon, came forward with a cheerfulne‘«s, and did the 
work with a spint, that was remarkable, and deserving of the highest 
praise 

“The march from Gundamuck to Sootkhah was conducted in the 
ordinary manner, and nothing de«'emng of mention occurred 
" Enclosed I beg to send a return of casualties ’ 


From ilfq;or Thomas Skianer, H JU’s 3lsf Regiment, tn Command of 
Rear Guard, to Lieutenant Lucabd, Brigade Major ith Brigade 
Camp Tezeen, 11/A September, 1842 

“ Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of Bngadicr 
Monteath C B , that when the ground we occupied at Kutta Sung was 
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quite clear of baggage, I withdrew the picquets from the heights above it, 
and advanced them to those nearest the ascent to the road above, until 
the guns and waggons were passed up, which was accomplished by half 
past 11 A. M. I then withdrew my posts by the heights on my flanks 
and continued towards Seh Baba, where I arrived without any molesta- 
tion about 3 p. M., the necessity of dragging the guns up the many hUls 
on the road rendering our progress slow. From Seh Baba to Tezeen, 
the rear guard was very much delayed by the many animals who fell 
exhausted from the heaviness of the march. I am afraid there was 
much loss of grain and baggage cattle. I destroyed, I hope, every thing 
that had been left in the rear, and that the enemy gained nothing by 
the failure of our cattle. 

“ On ascending the hill at the entrance to the Tezeen valley, a party 
of the enemy, from the base of the hills on' our left, fired into us, but 
without effect ; two shrapnel shells thrown among them with great pre- 
cision silenced their fire, and they fled to the heights out of shot, leaving 
I think, some killed or wounded below. I pushed on when these people 
were dispersed, and reached camp at a little before 8, without casualty.” 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. F. Richmond, 33d Regiment Native Infan- 
try, Commanding Rear Guard of the 2d Division, to Lieutenant Lugard, 
Major of Brigade, Ath Infantry Brigade. Camp Kutta Sung, lOfA 
September, 1842. 

” Sir, — I have the honor to report for the information of Brigadier 
Monteath, C. B., commanding the 4th infantry brigade, that the rear 
guard this morning, under my command, did not leave Jugdulluck un- 
til the whole of the baggage had cleared the ground about 1 1 o’clock a, m. 

” As the enemy appeared in great numbers aU around, and gradually 
closing on us, I directed the guns to be placed in a commanding position 
on our line of route, to cover the picquets, which soon after withdrew, on 
signals previously arranged, and formed on the low ground in front, in 
skirmishing order, slowly retiring, and ultimately forming on both flanks 
of the guns. The enemy, as I expected, instantly rushed forward from 
all directions, except our rear, but were checked by the very effective 
fire of the guns, ably directed by Captain Lawrence, Political Agent, 
who volunteered his services, and by Lieutenant Abercrombie. 

“ As the high ground we occupied afforded good cover, I determined 
to hold it with two companies of infantry, until the guns could be with- 
drawn, and dragged up the steep hill in our rear, an operation which 
required the aid of the remainder of the infantry. 

“ At this time, the enemy kept up a sharp fire, but all I desired was 
accomplished in good order ; and haidng secured new positions in the 
rear, I recalled the two companies, left in position, and commenced mj’- 
march, occupying new posts, where necessary, which were withdrawn 
in succession, until the enemy ceasing to annoy us, and the country 
becoming a little more open, enabled me to recall all the covering 
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parties, and prosecute my march towaria camp, where I amved about 5 
o’clock r M , bnnging every tlni^ safely m, excepting one bullock load 
of commissariat gram found on Sie road, which was given to the men 
of the irregular cavalry, al«o a few bullocks and two camels left on the 
road, wluch were destroyed, bemg unable to proceed 
“ The troop®, both European and Native, were very steady, and exert- 
ed themselves cheerfully in dragging the guns 
“ Our casualties, I am glad to say, were few. one Officer (tieutenant 
Brooke ) two men of Her Majesty’s 3lst foot, and two sepoys of the 
COth regiment native infantrj’, were wounded ” 


Return of Killed and XJ'ounded tn the 2d Column Camp, Tezeen 
12M Septemher, 1842 

Horse Artillery —Wounded 2 rank and file, 1 horse and 2 syces , 
killed 1 s)ce 

3d Irregular Cavaliy —Killed 2 rank and file, and 2 horses , wounded 

1 horse 

Her Majesty s 3l8t Regiment — ^Wounded 2 officers 2 sergeants, and 
17 rank and file 

W ’ 1 rank and file , wound 

e 

• ’ ounded 1 officer, 2 ser< 

g 

Jezailchies — Wounded 1 sergeant and 2 rank and file 

Sikh Cavalry —Wounded b rank and file, and 13 horses , killed 

2 horse® 

Sikh Infantry — Killed 1 rank and file , wounded 2 rank and file 
Remarks — Lieutenants Brooke and Shaw, Her Majesty’s 31st Regi 
ment, wounded slightly 

One Subadar, 60th Native Infantry, wounded shghtly 

T Monteath, Brigade, 
Commanding Atk Brigade 

General Orders 6y the Right Honorable the Governor General of India, 
Secret Department Stmlah, ZOth Septemier, 1842 

“ The Governor General announces to Uie army and to the people of 
India, the occupation of Ghuznee bj Major General Nott on the 6tb 
of September, and its entire destruction by the Candahar division of the 
army 

" Major General Nott had the satisfaction of releasing m the neigh 
bourhood of Ghuznee three hundred and twenty-seven Sepoy®, of the 
27th native infantry, from the slavery to which they had been reduced 
by the Affglians 

The Governor General likewi®e announces tlie complete defeat of 
Mahomed Akbor Khan at the head of 16,000 men at Tezeen on the 
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13tli of September, bjr Major General Pollock, and the occupation of 
Cabool by the troops under that General, on the 16th of September. 

“ The British flag waves in triumph from the highest point of the 
Bala Hissar. 

" Thus have all disasters been retrieved and avenged on every scene on 
which they were sustained, and repeated victories in the field and the 
capture of the cities and citadels of Ghuznee and Cabool have advanced 
the glory, and established the accustomed superiority of the British 
arms. 

" The Governor General has derived much satisfaction from the re- 
port made by Major General Pollock, of the admirable conduct of the 
troops of His Highness the Maharajah Shere Sing, acting in co-opera- 
tion with the British army. 

“ The Governor General rejoices in this new proof of the cordial good 
understanding which prevails between the British Government and that 
of Lahore. 

“ The report of Major General Pollock leads the Governor General 
to expect, that long before this day all the British prisoners taken by 
the Affghans -will have been brought into the General’s camp. Those 
who had been left near Cabool, were already at liberty. 

“ The Governor General, in the name of the Government and of all 
the people of India, offers to Major General Pollock and Major General 
Nott, and aUthe officers and troops under their respective commands, his 
grateful and heartfelt acknowledgments of the important services they 
have performed. 

" I’he Governor General directs, that the recent successes obtained by 
the armies in Affghanistan, be fully made known to all the troops at all 
the stations of the army, and that at aU those stations a salute of 21 
guns be fired for the capture of Ghuznee, and a similar salute for the 
capture of Cabool. 

“ By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India, 

T. H. Mabdock, Secy, to the Govt, of India, 

With the Govr. Genl.” 


From Major General W. Nott, Commanding Field Force, Ajfghanistq^, 
to T. H. Mabbock, Esy. Secretary to the Government of India, with the 
Governor General, Head Quarters, dated Camp Ghuznee, Sth September, 

1842. 

“ Sir, — My despatch of the 31st ultimo will have informed you of 
my having defeated the Afighan army commanded by Shumshoodeen. 

“ On the morning of the 5th instant, I moved on Ghuznee. I found 
the city full of men, and a range of mountains running North-east 
of the fortress covered by heavy bodies of cavalry and infantry; the 
gardens and ravines near the tovm were also occupied, 

“ The enemy had received a considerable reinforcement'from Cabool, 
under Sultan Jan. 

“ I directed Major Sanders, of the Bengal engineers, to reconnoitre 
the works, under escort of the 16th regiment native infantry and a party 
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of irregular caralry This brought on some smart sbrmiahing, in 
which our Sepoys behaved to admiration Captain 'White, of Her 
Majesty’s 40th regiment, commanding tiie light companies of the army, 
was pushed formird, accompanied by Anderson’s troop of horse artillery, 
to support the reconnoitring party, and I at once determined on carry- 
ing the enemy’s mountain positions before encampmg my force The 
troops ascended the heights m gallant style, driving the enemy before 
them until every point was gamed 
" The village of BuUal is situated about 600 yards from the walls of 
Ghuznee, upon the spur of the mountain to the North-east and observ- 
ing It to be a desirable spot for prepanng a heavy battery to be placed 
300 paces m advance, I ordered it to be occupied by two regiments of m- 
fantry and some light guns, and retired the columns into camp 

" The engineer officers, sappers and mmers, and infantry working 
parties were employed under the directions of Major Sanders during 
the night of the Sth, in erecting a battery for four 1 8-pounders , these 
guns were moved from camp before day-hght on the mommg of the 
6th, but before they had reached the position assigned them, it was 
ascertamed that the enemy had evacuated the fortress 

*' I directed the city of Ghuznee, with ite citadel and the whole of its 
works, to be destroyed I forward the Engineer’s report 

” In these operations, our lo«s Ims been much less than might have 
been expected from the numbers and positions of the enemy, and the fact 
of the troops having been necessitated to move under range of the guns 
of the fortress 

I enclose a list of killed and wounded 
“ The exertions of Major Sanders, of the Engineers, were as usual 
most zealous, and my thanks are due to him and the department under 
bis charge 

*' I beg to notice the following officers Bngadier Wymer, Major 
Hibbert, commanding Her Majesty's 40tb regiment , Captain Evans, 
in temporary charge of the 16th regiment native infantry. Captain 
"White, Her Majesty’s 40th regiment, commanding the light companies 
of the force , Major Sotheby and officers of the artillery 

1 have every reason to be satisfied with my staff, Captain Polwhelc 
Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, Captam Waterfield Aid-de Camp , 
Captain Ripley, and Lieutenant Kay, Deputy Judge Advocate General 
" I continue to receive the greatest assisttmce from Major Leech 
“ I have, &c 

W Norr, Major Generah 
Commanding Field Force, Affghantstan 


“PS — I have recovered about 327 of the Sepoys of the 27th regimen 
Bengal native infantry who bad been ®old into slavery and di«pcr* in 
vdlaffes, 30 and 40 miles round Ghuznee „ 

° ’ Air NrtTT 



.Mi;Mou,\NnrM nv major (-anurr!:. 


l’g:? 


MKMOnAN'nUM. 

Camp Rozch, near Ghvzitrr, 9th September, lS-12. 

“ On the inorninET of the r»tl» Sept. IS-fS, General Noll moved his camp 
to tahe lip a position before Glnir.nec. An admneed jiarty m'Rs ordered to 
protect a rcconnoissanrc of the worh.'s undertaken by the eng^incer de- 
partment. On the approach of this jmrty to the liills North of the city, 
it was opposed in force, hut was immediately supported by the Genend, 
luul thus reinforced cleared the hills of the enemy, and took j)Ossession 
of the village of Bullal, within dOO yards of the city. 

“ Hie General immediately directed this important point with the 
heights near tlic village to he maintained, and they were occupied by 
two regiments of native infantrj- and two D-poundcr guns. 

" While these operations were going on, the Camp was established at 
Ror.eh, 2i miles from the city. The gxnirds rctpiircd for the protection 
and general duties of the Camp absorbed .'o many men, that hut few 
were available for the duties of a siege. The General therefore deter- 
mined not to invest the place in form, and directed the Engineer to con- 
centrate the resources at his disposal in one spot, where jjrolcclion 
might be most conveniently aflorded to the .siege operations. 

“ With advertence to these instmetions, tlie Engineer proposed to 
establish a baltory on the ridge of the hill North of the town, in ad- 
vance of the village of Bullal, and distsint about 350 yards from the 
nearest point of the walls. From this batter)' it was expected, that 
the four IS-poundcr guns would lay open the thin flank wall connecting 
the citadel on the West with the town wall in a few hours. The de- 
fences of the citadel could be swept from the same point by the light 
artilleiy, and the lines of loop-holed wall which would bear on the ad- 
ranee of the storming j)art}', were all viewed in enfilade from the site 
selected for the battciy. The advance of the party to the assault 
woidd have been greatly facilitated by the existence of a thick dam of 
earth across the ditch, immediately opposite the point marked out for 
the breach. 

" It was further proposed, that the principal assault should be support- 
ed by two other attacks ; one an attem])t to blow in the water-gate, 
(both the others having been strongly built up, and the causeways in 
front of them cut through,) another to escalade a -weak point near the 
Cabool gate, which would have been greatly aided by the fire of tlie 
artillery from the hill. 

“ This project met the General’s approval, and at dusk on the evening 
of the 5th September, a working party composed of the sappers and of 
160 men from the regiments occupying the hill, commenced work on 
the battery. By 4 a. m. on the 6th September, cover for the part)’’ had 
been secured across the ridge of the hill, and so much progress made 
in the execution of the work as to lead to reasonable expectations, that 
the four 18-pounder guns and two 24-poundcr howitzers would be 
established in position, and ready to open their fire during the day. 
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" Early on the c\cnmg of the 5th, a hnak matchlock fire kept up 
from tlie citadel oii the lull, httt this gradually slackened and at 10 
V II had entirely ceased 'ITic enemy's infantry had been obser\ed at 
du«k crossing the nver near the water-gate, with the intention, it was 

„ „ —.V,. _*_4 the night , hut towards 

believing the fort was 
■ I be the case by Lieute- 

nant Norm, 01 me u-ngineers, wno toot possession at that hour of the 
water gate without opposition, leaving Ensign Newton and 20 sepoys 
of the IGth Native Iidantiy m charge of the gateway, and returning to 
tlie battery for further a®sistance ITie whole of the working party 
was immediately moved into the town, of which and of the atadel of 
Ghuznee, they were m possession before sun nse 

Edwaed Sandkiis, Jilajor, 
Engineers " 


From Major E Savdehs, Engineer, (o Major General W Nott, Com- 
manding Field Force, Qhusnee dated Camp Eo:eh near Ghunee, 

9th Sept 1842 

“ Sir,— On the occupation of the fortress of Ghuznee by the troops 
under your command, I received orders from you to take measures for 
the destruction of the citadel, to as great an extent as the means at 
command and the time afforded by a halt of two days would permit 

2 “ I have the honor to report, that the Engineer department attach- 
ed to your force, has been employed during the 7111 and 8th instant, on 
the work of demolition, and to state the progress effected 

3 '* Fourteen mines have been sprung in the walls of the citadel, all 
with good effect The upper fort has been completely destroyed , the 
second line of works extensively breached in two places , and the outer 
and lower walls have their nvetments blown down and greatly injured 
in three places 

4, “ In several spots remote from the mines the walls, though they 
have not fallen, are so seriously shaken by the explosions, that unless 
immediate and energetic measures are adopted, on the departure of your 
force, for their repair and security, they must crumble down during the 
ensuing wnnter 

” * 1 , . 1 j *L _ r f tiie prjn,. 


E Sanders, Major, 

Engineers ’ 
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Return of the Killed, Wounded and Missing of the Field Force under the Command 
of Major General William Nott, in the engagement with the Enemy before 
Ghusnee, on the bth September, 1842. 


• 

Killed. 


Wounded 



Missing. 


Privates. 

(n 

a> 

o 

E 

Ensign. 

Jemadars and 
DufTadars. 

Havildars. 

Naicks. 

Privates. 

Syces. 

Horses. 

Horses. 

2nd Troop Bengal Irregular Horse Artillery, 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

1st Troop Bombay Horse Artillery, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3d Regiment Bombay Light Cavalrv, 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1st ditto Bengal Irregular ditto, 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

7 

0 

Her Majesty’s 46th Regiment of Foot, .... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Ditto 41st ditto ditto, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

16th ditto ditto 

27th ditto ditto, doing duty with 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

411 

1 

0 

0 

0 

16th N ative Infantry, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

42d ditto ditto, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

43d ditto ditto, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 \ 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Total of each, .... 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4'34 

1 

2 

13 

0 

Total, .... 

3 

3 



43 



13 

• 


Grand Total of Killed and Wounded, 46 Officers and Men, and 16 Horses. 


Officers Wounded. 

Ensign Stannus, 16th Regt. Bengal Native Infantry. 


W. N OTT, Major General, 

Comg, Field Force. ■ 
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Reiurn of Ordnanot and AmmunitioH captured tn 
force under command of Major Oenerat Norr. 
lamp Qhuznee, 16{A SepUmhtr, 1842. 


i\e Fortren of Ghuznee, by the 
On the 6M of September^ J&I2, 


Deicriphon. 

Namber, 

Remarks. 

Bae.cartndEe.duDearee, .... .... 

BlielighlJ, .... 

Boxes, ammunition, musquet, (Blled), . 

» I. guo. 

» „ X 

,, treasure, empty, vith straps, ... 

Gartnilges, balled, musquet, .... 

40 

3UU 

15 

25 

15 

20 

25,000 

i 15,000 ot these are ua- 

Cbarcoai, luauuus, .... 

Hides, buff, ..... 

Jinjals or Wall Pieces, .... .... . 

Lanterns, tin, 

2,000 

6 , 
1 ! 
6 

S 

7 

9 


Lead, pip, .... .... .... . 

Muiquelry.muiquets witboutloeks, ..... 
Onloanca, brass, light Field Pieces, mouolet 

6 

30 

3 

\ 

3. 5 and 8 pounders. 

„ iron, light Field Pieces, .... 

1 

S 

68 pouoder. 

|2, 9 and 8 pounders, 

Powder, ordnance, country, jars. 

10 

About 150 Ibi. each. 

Rope, cotton, .... pieces,... 

Saltpetre, .... ..bags, . 

Shot, round, Enelish, «... 6 pounder.. 

,, ,. otiorti, .... .... • 

„ jtngal, 1 and2'pounder, .... . 

Sponges, gun, of sorts, .... «••. • 

JesaiTs, .... .... 

1 

1 

eo 

550 

300 

12 

5 



F S. SoTHSBT, Major, 

Commandtnf Arldlery. 


From 'Major General Pollock, C. B. Commanding in Afghanistan, to 
T. H. Maddock, Esq. Secretary to the Ctovemment, Political De- 
partment, dated Camp near Cabool, I6lk September, 1842. 

«« Sir, I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Right 

Honorable the Governor General, copy of my despatch to the address 
of Major General Lumley, Adjutant General of the Army. 

“ I have, &c. 

GKoaoE Pollock, Major General, 
Commanding in Afghanistan. 
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From Major General G. PoiiLOCK, C. B., Commanding in Affghanistan, 
to Major General J. 11. Lumm:v, Adjutant General of the Army, 
dated Camp Cabool, IGtb September, 1842. 

“ Sin, — I have the honor to report, for the information of His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, that on the 14th instant, we marched 
from Khoord Cabool to Bootkhnk. I took the precaution of sending 
parties to crown the heights of the Khoord Cabool Pass, but we met 
with no opposition. On the 15th, I moved on to Cabool, and encamped 
on the race course. This morning I proceeded to the Bala Hissar, with 
the following troops : a troop of horse artillcr}’ under Major Dclafossc ; 
a company from each regiment of infantry under Lieutenant Colonel 
Taylor; the 3d dragoons under Major Lockwood; a troop of the 1st 
re^ment light cavalr}' ; a rcssallah of the 3d irregular cavaliy, with the 
whole of the General and Division Stafl'. The object was to plant the 
British Colours in the Bala Hissar on the spot most conspicuous from 
the city. The Prince Futtch Jung, who joined my Camp at Gunda- 
muck, expressed a wish to go with the party, to which 1 assented. On 
our arrival at the spot selected, the colours were hoisted, the Band of 
Her Majesty’s 9th foot immediately struck up the national Anthem of 
•' God save the Queen,” and a Royal Salute was fired from the guns of 
the horse artiller}’, the whole of the troops present giring three cheers. 

“ I have left the Colours in the Bala Hissar, to be hoisted daily as 
long as w'c remain. The infantry also remain under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, but they will be relieved on the arrival of 
Major General Nott, by a native regiment from his force. I expect 
Major General Nott will reach Cabool to-morrow or the next day. 
Since our arrival here, we have not been able to obtain any certain in- 
formation of Mahomed Akbar, It appears, however, that Amcen Oollah 
has separated from him. 

” Neither of them have ventured to return in the direction of Cabool. 
The following prisoners have come into Camp : Mrs. Trevor, with eight 
children ; Captain and Mrs. Anderson, with three children ; Captain 
Troup and Dr. Campbell. Unless some verj' unforeseen circumstances 
occur, I expect to obtain possession of the remainder of the prisoners in 
the course of eight or ten days, Avith the exception of Captain B 5 'grave, 
who I regret to find, has been taken by Mahomed Akbar, and was with 
him during the action of the 13th instant. I have, &c. 

Gkorge Pollock, Major General, Commanding in Affghanistan.” 

From Major General G. Pollock, C. B., Commanding in Affghanistan, to 
T. H. Maddock, Esq. Secretary to Government, Political Depart- 
ment, dated Camp near Cabool, I7th September, 1842. 

" Sir, — I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor General, copy of my despatch of date the 14th 
instant, to the address of Major General Lumley, Adjutant General of 
the Army. I have, &c. 

G. Pollock Major General, Commanding in Affghanistan.” 
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From Mq^or General Gborqe Pollock, C B Commanding in Affghan-‘ 
J5fan, to Major General J. B. Luulet, Adjutant GenertiZ of the Army, 
dated Camp Boothhalt, September, 1842 

“ Sib, — I have the honor to report, for the infonnation of His Excel- 
lency the Commander-m-Chief, that I marched from Seh Baha on the 
11th instant, and amved at Tezeen the same day, ■where I was joined 
by Major General McCaskiU, with the 2d division On the 12th I 
halted, in consequence of the cattle of the 2d division having suffered 
from the effects of fatigue caused by their forced march , this halt the ene- 
my imagined to be the result of hesitation, and m the afternoon attacked 
the picquets on the left flank, and became so danng, that 1 considered 
it necessary to send Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, with 250 men of Her 
Majesty’s 9th foot, to dnve them back , some sharp fightmg took place 
and the enemy were driven up the neighhounng hills, from the crests 
of which they kept up a heavy fire Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, how- 
ever, with a small party crept up one end of the hill unperceived by the 
enemy, who were hotly engaged in their front, and lay concealed untJ 
jomed by a few more of his men, when rushing up on the flank of the 
astounded Affgbans, he mfiicted a severe lesson, pounng m a destructive 
fire upon them as they fled down the hill A Chieftain was found 
among the slam, who it is suppo«ed was the brother of Kbodabux Khan 
The enemy remained inoffensive on our left flank, in consequence of 
this very well planned and gallant i^air of Lieutenant Colonel Taylor s 
and withdrew to the nght, where they commenced a funous attack upon 
a picquet consisting of 80 men of the 60th regiment of native infantry, 
commanded by Lieutenant Montgomery, who sustamed the assault with 
great resolution until reinforcements reached him, when the enemy 
were beaten off , in this attack the picquet had four lolled. Lieutenant 
Montgomery and 17 men wounded the enemy came so close that fre- 
quent recourse was had to the bayonet Their attempts on the picquets 
continued throughout the night, but were invariably unsuccessful 
“ The valley of Tezeen, where we were encamped, is completely 
encircled by lofty hills, and on the morning of the ISth, it was perceiv- 
ed that the Affghans had occupied in great force every height not 
already crowned by our troops , I commenced my march towards the 
■moQ.'fri tfS Mat: TcLten Yassi, wh€ie 1 left guns, two squadroas ef 
Her Majesty’s 3d dragoons, a party of the 1st hght cavalry and 3d 
irregular cavalry The enemy's horse appeared m the valley, with the 
intention of fallmg upon the baggage, but it gives'me very great pleasure 
to state, that the dragoons and native cavalry (regular and irrregular) 
made a most brilliant charge, and with such effect, that the whole body 
of the enemy’s force was completely routed, and a number of them 
cut up 
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contrarj’ to llicir general custom, advanced to meet them, and a dcs])c- 
ratc struggle ensued ; indeed their defence was so obstinate, that the 
British bayonet in many instances alone decided the contest. The 
light company of Her Majesty’s 9th foot, led by Captain Lushington, 
who I regret to say was wounded in the head, ascending the hills on 
the left of the Pass under a hea\y cross*firc, charged and overthrew 
their opponents, leaving several horses and their riders, supposed to be 
Chiefs, dead on the hill ; the slaughter was considerable, and the fight 
continued during. a great part of the day, the enemy ni)pcaring resolv- 
ed tliat we should not ascend the Huft Kotul ; one spirit seemed to per- 
vade all, and a determination to conquer overcame the obstinate resis- 
tance of the enemy, who were at length forced from their numerous 
and strong positions, and our troops mounted the Huft Kotul, giving 
three cheers when they reached the summit. Here Lieutenant Cun- 
ningham, with a party of sappers, pressed the enemy so hard, that they 
left in their precipitation a 24-poimdcr howitzer and limber, carrying olF 
the draft bullochs. Having heard that another gun had been seen, and 
concluding that it could not have gone veiy far, I detaehed a squadron 
of dragoons under Captain Tritton, and two horse artillcr)' guns under 
Major Delafosse in pursuit : the gun (a 1 2-j)onnder howitzer) with 
bullochs sufficient for tlic two guns were soon captured. Tlie dragoons 
again got among the enemy and succeeded in cutting u]) many of them. 
Captain Broadfoot with the sappers advanced, and \rith the dragoons 
happened to fall in with another partj^ of the enemy, of whom upwards 
of twenty were killed. I have ascertained, there were about 16,000 
men in the field opposed to me, a considerable portion of whom was 
cavalry ; Mahomed Akbar Khan, Mahomed Shah IClian, Amcen Oollah, 
and many other Chiefs wth their followers were present, all of whom I 
have reason to believe have taken to flight. We have gained a com- 
plete Hetory, and our enemies have suflered scvcrel)’’, having several 
hundreds killed, losing their guns and three standards, one of which 
was talren from the enemy's horse by the 1st light cavalry. Although 
many attempts were made at the baggage, none were successful, chiefly 
owing to the judicious and admirable arrangements of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Richmond, commanding the rear guard, and for which he deserv’cs 
the greatest credit. 

“ The Lahore contingent, under the able direction of Captain Law- 
rence, has invariably given the most cheerful assistance, dragging the 
guns, occupying the heights, and covering the rear guard. While as- 
cending Huft Kotul and at Tezeen, their long jezails told effectively in 
keeping the ground. 

" Major Skiimer, Her Majesty’s 31st foot, had been detached with a 
strong party on the night of the 12th, for the purpose of dislodging a 
body of the enemy on the heights in front of the camp ; this duty was 
performed with great gallantry the next morning, and his operations con- 
tributed much to frustrate the attempts of the enemy on our right flank. 
As the Major’s movements were for some time separate from those of 
the main column, I deem it expedient to annex his report. 
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“'riie enemy being completely dispersed, we pursued our march and 
encamped at Khoord Cabool ivithout further opposition The troops 
on this, as on all former occasions vrhere they have been engaged with 
the enemy, shewed the most determmed lalour, and I feel that I can- 
not too lughly praise their conduct each regiment seemed to vie with 
the others m their endeavours to dislodge the enemy, which they most 
effectually accomplished I have received from Major General McCashill, 
K H , who on this occasion commanded the mam column, every assis- 
tance, and from Major General Sir R Sale, 0 C B , commanding the 
advance guard, the most zealous co-operation The following officers 
have al«o given me every reason to be Mbsfied with their exertions 
Brigadier hlonteath, C B , commanding the ^th bngade, Bngadier 
TuUoch, commanding 2d bngade, and Bngadier White, commanding 
cavalry bngade , Lieutenant Colonel Bolton, commandmg Her Ma- 
jesty’s Slst foot, Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, commanding 33d 
native infantry, and Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, K H, command 
ing Her Majesty’s 9th foot. Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st 
foot, * infantry. Major Dela- 

fosse, , “ < commanding 1st light 

cavair ‘ ' ‘.fajesty’s 3d hght dra- 
goons ' S ative infantry , Captain 

Seatoi intry , Captam Ferns, 

comm ^ ^ • commanding Her Ma- 

jesty’s Idth light infantry. Captain Broadfoot, commasdwg sappers, 
Captain Tait, commanding 3d irregular cavalry, and Captam Lawrence, 
commanding the Seikh contingent , Captam Abbott, Chief Engineer , 
Captam Abbott, Commandmg light field battery , Captam Alexander, 
commanding 3d troop 2d Bngade Horse Artillery, Captam Backhouse 
commandmg mountain tram, and Lieutenant Becher, commanding the 
sappers and mmers The services of Mr Mackeson commanding the 
bildars, have always been conspicuous Supenntendmg Surgeon Stiven’s 
care in providing for the conveyance and comfort of the wounded has 
met with my approbation From Major 'Ihompson, at the head of the 
Commissariat Department, I have received every assistance , likewise 
from Captam Lane, Commissary of Ordnance, whose exertions have been 
unremittmg throughout From the following Officers of my Personal 
and the General Staff, I have on this as on every other occasion received 
the most effectual aid Captain Maegregor and Lieutenant Pollock, 
Aids de-Camp , Lieutenant Sir R Shakespear, Mihtary Secretary , 
Captain Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant General , Captam Codnngton, 
Assistant Quarter Master Generd , Captain Riddle, Pay Master , Cap- 
tam Macadam, Deputy Judge Advocate General , Lieutenant Rfaync, 
Officiating Deputy A«si«tant Quarter Master General The folloinng 
Officers of the Division and Bngade Staff have also effectively perform 
ed their respective dubes Captam Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant 
General , Bngade Majors Havelock, Smith, Wade, Lugard, and Bre- 
vet Captam Fitzgerald, Arblleiy Division Staff I must not omit the 
expression of my regret for the fate of Hyder Ally, the Native Com- 
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mandant of the Jezailchies, a most gallant and enterprizing soldier, 
who was killed while attempting to seize one of the enemy’s standards. 

I have the honor to forward reports from Lieutenant Colonels 
Richmond and Taylor, and Major Skinner, with returns of killed 
and wounded, and of Ordnance Ammunition and Stores captured. 

“ I have, &c. 

G. Pollock, Major General.” 


Return of Killed and Wounded of the troops under the command of Major General 
Pollock, C. B. in the Tezeen Valley and on the Huft Kotul, on the YUh and \Zth 
Septemier, 1842. 



G. PoKsoxBT, Captain, Assistant Adjutant General, 

NiJ'ES O? OrFICEES KtLLED AKD WoUNDED. 

Killed. 

Hjder Aii, Ceenmindaiil, Jezailchie Regiment. 

Wounded. _ 

Captain Lnshingtoa, Her Mijesly’s 9lh Foot, sevprplv 
Captafa Gdh, &)tb Naim Infantry, slightly. 

Lhztezint h'crton, SHtb Natire lafantry, severely " 

Lie'-lecacJ Montgomery, M Native Infantry sV 

G. Possom, Captain, Assistant Ad' ~ ' 
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Return of OrdMnce, Ammunition and Stores captured on the line of march between 
Tezeen and KAoord Caboolt by the force under the command of Major General 
PoLtocK, C. B. commandiny in Affghanistan, Camp Kkoord CdboolAZih Sep- 
tember, 1842. 


Description of Stores, No. 

Homtten, brass, I2.pr. No. 139, weJght^C cwt 2. or. 6 lbs. cast 1836, > . 

_ Hutcheson, horse arliUerT piece. C * 

Ditto, ditto, 2i „ „ 35, „ 8 „ 2 „ 22 „ cast 1828,1 , 

T.Timbulo, foot artiUerj piece, 5 ^ 

Sponges, 12-pr. howiUer, .... .... .,,, .... i 

Ditto, 24*pr. ditto. ...• .... .... I 

Portfires, filled, .... .... .... 55 

Washers, common, .... .... .... 4 

„ withbootu, .... . .. .... .... 4 

I/inchpios, .... .... .... .... .... 8 

Boxes, ammunibon, 9 pr. or 24 pr. howitzers, .... .... .... 4 

Ditto, etore, . •••• •••• unserrieeable, 2 

Fuzes, filled, S^'incb, .... .... .. ditto, .... SI 

Ditto, ditto, 2 inch sites, spherical case, .... .... ditto, .... 99 

Ditto, markers, .... «... .... .... .... } 

hlalleU, fuze dnving, spherical case. .... ,... ........ 1 

Handspike, trail, iron, .... .... ..., 1 

Slowmatch, .... .... .... «... sVeins, 3 

Setters, fuze, .... .... .... 1 

Sockets, portfire, .... .... 1 

Shells, common, 24>pr. howitzer, filled and set, .... .... .... 10 

„ „ 12 „ „ „ 9 

„ spherical case, 12*pr. .... .... .... fi 

Canister, 24.pt. howitzers, .... .... .... 6 

Ditto, 12 „ „ 8 

Carriages, 9.pound«r, unserTieeable, 1 

Ditto, 24.pr. howitzers,.... .... .... dittos j 

Clip hands pole ;oke, .... .... ...> 1 

Swirelyoke, 3 

Haadspikei, coiamon, .... utuerTiceable, I > 

Chains, locking, .... .... 1 

Chains, traces, .... 8 

Ditto, pole or ditto, .... .... 2 

Wires, priming, * 1 

Yokes, bullocks .... 5 

Ditto, ditto, ..•» unsexTiceaWe, 7 

Fuze holder, 1 

Carpenlet's rule, (2 feet).... 1 

Adzes, \ 

Gimblcts, of sorts, * 

N. B..-N0 tangent scales or elevating screws to either of the above peeces of 
ordnance. . 

H. DaLaPossB, Mofor, 
Commanding Artilleri/. 


Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel TayIiOR, Commanding Her^ Sla^ 
jesty's 9fA Regiment of Foot, Captain Ponbonbt, Assistant Adjutant 
General, dated Camp Khoord Caoool, 1315 Sepfemher, 1542. 

' *’ ‘-onofMajorGeneralPolloclf, 

an, tlmt agreeably to his or- 
^ yesterday evening, WJtb 250 


TO GENEUAL l’OM,OrK. 


men of Her Majesty’s 9tli, to the support of the guards in charge of the 
public cattle feeding on the left of the Camp in the Tezeen valley, 
which were much pressed by the enemy. On clearing the left piquet, 
I was joined by Major Huish, with a small party of the 2Gth native 
infantr 5 ^ I threw forward a strong body of sldrmishers, who quicldy 
drove back those of the enemy on the plain, pursuing them to a range 
of low hills, where they made a stand till /lislodgccl by our advance : 
further on I found the enemy in force, from 5 to 600, had taken post 
along the crest and on the top of a range of steep hills running near a 
mile from the Northward into the Tezeen valley ; those towards the 
North were assailed by Captain Lushington, Her Majesty’s 9th foot, 
with tlie left support and skirmishers, whilst I directed the attack 
against their front and left flank, which being turned, I ascended the 
heights between two ridges which concealed my approach till close to 
the summit and witliin 20 yards of their main body, consisting of over 
300 men. Collecting 30 to 40 men with Lieutenants Elmhirst, Lister 
and Vigors, 1 ordered bayonets to be fixed, and the enemy to be charg- 
ed, which was done with such resolution and effect, that the whole 
mass taken by surprise was pushed headlong down the hills, nor did 
they rally till out of musket shot. Their loss must have been very 
severe, as I observed numbers lagging behind to carry off their killed 
and wounded. As it was getting dark, I deemed it imprudent to pur- 
sue the enemy further, ordered the halt to be sounded, and after remain- 
ing in possession of their position for half an hour, retired without 
molestation. It affords me great gratification to bear testimony to 
the spirit and gallantry displayed by officers and men on this occa- 
sion, especially Major Huish, 26th regiment native infantry. Captain 
Lushington, and those concerned in the charge, on the enemy. 

“ I beg to transmit a return of the lulled and wounded. 

" I have, &c. 

A. B. Tayeou, Lieutenant Colonel, dlh Fool.” 


Copy of a letter from Major Skinner, H. M. 31s^ Foot, to Captain 
PoNsoNBY, Assistant Adjutant General, dated Bootkliak, lAth Sep- 
tember, 1842. 


“ Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of the Major 
General commanding the army in Affghanistan, that I ascended the 
heights above the Tezeen valley, in front of our Camp, with the detach- 
ment in the margin, on the afternoon of the 
12th instant, and occupied the ridge till day- 
light next morning. From .a communication 
with Major General Sir R. Sale, G. C. B., I 
learnt that I was to take the high peaks to the 
right of my position, and having driven the 
enemy from them, continue to operate among 
the lower hills to the head of the Huft Kotul, on the right flank of the 
advance guard of the army. These peaks were occupied in some force 

2 N 


1 CO. H. M. 9th Foot, 

1 •• “ I3th Light Infy. 

I •• “ SIstFoot. 

1 “ 26th Native Infantry. 

1 “ 35th Native Light Infy. 
1 “ 33d Native Infantry. 

SO Broadfoot's Sappers. 

50 Jezailchies. 
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by ttie enemy, who was. however, easily driven from them, and cleared 
nway to the higher hills on my right I ascended the first peak, which 
although the naj was steep was not \ery difficult in two small 
columns The I«t, the companies of Her Majesty s 9th and 26th native 
infantry under Captain Borton, of the 9th foot , the second under 
Lieutenant Sijers of the 3Ist, composed of the two companies of Her 
Majesty’s Slst foot and 33d nabve infantry, covered by the sappers 
and jezailchies under Lieutenant Orr I detached Lieutenant Sinclair, 
of the 13th hght infantry, wnth the company of his regiment and one 
of the 35th native infantry, to the higher peak on the right hand, and 
supported him by Lieut Orr and the sappers, (after I had possession of 
the first height,) who ascended by a steep ridge that connected them 
Lieutenant Sinclair attained the summit of the hill without loss, dnv> 
mg the enemy away, and held it until the mam column of advance 
came in sight, when he led his column on my right over the hills at the 
base of the higher mountains The height I gamed descends to the 
high road by a succession of small peaks, each connected by a narrow 
ridge , the enemy occupied wnth small partie* each of these peaks and 
was driven in succession from them Captain Borton, at the head 
of a party of the 9th foot, made a gallant charge upon a strongly pos 
\ . . ’ J ’ 

< 

1 

ed all the peaks, and\he enemy had fallen back, 1 contmued parallel 
to the mam column over the hiUs to some distance beyond the top of 
the Huft Kotul , conudenng the great number that at one hme op. 
posed me until the appearance of the main column drew them off, my 
lo«a was not gnreat, while the enemy suffered considerably I beg leave 
to bring to the notice of the Major General, the i cry good conduct of 
the officers and men who were under my command 
“I have &c 

Tnos Skinkek, Afiyor, 

H AJ Slst Regment ” 


Copy of a letter from Lxeutentint Colonol Richmond Commanding 33d 
Native Infantry, to Captain Ponsokby, ^saisfont Adjutant General, 
dated Camp Boothhak l4rA September, 1842 


“ Sib, — ^Major General Pollock, C B , commanding the troops, 
having entrusted me specially with the command of the rear guard 
of the array from Tezeen through the Huft Kotul Pass, on the I3tn 
n ji » sd wgii Urigs 160 mstanl, and havmg placed at roy disposal the 

KtTdT,S^i'“S,”a «>= ““'Em. I 

se kh carairf 100 honoT to report the operations of fne osy, xw* 

'Toui Sstre* Iso the hfajor General s information Having made 
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the necessary disposition of my force to protect the baggage in the 
« X, ... valley ’of Tezeen, and to secure the gorge of the 

uhicrj'. Pass, the different piquets were gradually witli- 

PicquoLs n. M.’s 9fh and drawn to sti'engtlicn the latter. Soon after I 
■iih CO. 2Gth Tcgt. N. I. ... 310 ohscrvcd a large body of the • enemy collecting 

^si^IxItUeSvUnfanuy 291 near the fort of Tezeen, South East of my posi- 
Picquets 60th regt. N. I. 121 tion, and directed Lieutenant Douglas, whose 

Seikh Infantry, — guns had bccu previously posted on acommand- 

Totai, Bayonets, ...1300 jjjg. point, to open Oil them, but the distance 
proving too great for shells, the fire was discontinued. The enemy 
I suppose, encouraged by this, formed his cavalry in the valley to the 
number of about 600 men, with the evident intention of moving towards 
my post. 1 instantly decided on anticipating him, and as Captain 
Alexander’s (horse artillery) three guns were still on the ground, I availed 
myself of his ser%’ices, by sending forward his guns within range of 
the enemy, supported by the front squadron of Her Majesty’s 3d Light 
Dragoons under Captain Unett, one squadron of 1st light cavalry imder 
Brevet Major Scott, and the detachment of 3d irregular cavalry under 
Captain Tait, with orders to charge the enemy if the ground proved 
favorable, and an opportunity offered. This soon occurred, the guns 
having made good impression, and the instant I observ'cd the cavalry 
advance, the other squadron of dragoons was hurried forward under 
Major Lockwood, as a support, thus ensuring the success achieved by the 
spirited and gallant charge of their comrades in front, which completely 
dispersed the enemy, who left about- fifty men on the field, and a stan- 
dard, the latter talren by the 1st light cavalr^s the bearer of which was 
cut down by Brevet Captain Goad. 

“Having accomplished all I wished, the troops returned to their origi- 
nal position in excellent order, covered by the very effective fire of the 
guns directed by Captain Alexander, and by a company of the 35th 
regiment light infantry, the latter ordered forward for the pui-pose. 

“ As the enemy shewed no disposition to molest us further, and the 
whole of the baggage having entered the Pass, the horse artillery and 
dragoons were permitted to commence their march, but before the latter 
had filed off, the enemy brought two guns to bear upon our position, 
which obliged me to place the remainder of the cavalry under cover of 
the high ground in the vicinity ; these guns fortunately did no harm, 
and were soon after either withdrawn by the enemy, or silenced by 
a fire of round shot from Lieutenant Douglas’s 9 -pounder, ably directed 
by that officer, and by Captain Lawrence, Political Agent, commanding 
the Seikh contingent, who handsomely volunteered his services on the 
occasion. 

“ After allowing the main column and baggage to get well forward in 
the Pass, I directed the remainder of the cavalry to enter, and followed 
\yith the infantry, the different parties of which gradually retired on the 
posts I had previously occupied, the enemy’s infantry closing in and 
opening a heavy fire, which continued till we reached the top of the 
Pass, a distance of three miles.; and although. I was compelled to hold 



27G 


OLNERAI. Norr’g VJCTOnT 


my ground near the top of the Pa«s for a long time, to admit of the guns 
and baggage passing o^er, 1 am happy to say that the enemy, though 
he pressed our several posts very warmly, did not then, or at any other 
time ohtam the slightest advanU^, and at length desisted from molest- 
ing tis, which enabled me to refom tlie troops and continue my march 
towards Camp, where I arrived about 8 o’clock p m , with all the stores 
and baggage, except a few loads of gram , also some camels and bul- 
locks unable to proceed, which were destroyed on the road, agreeably to 
orders 

" My best thanks are due to the officers and men engaged, both 
European and Native, for their cheerful endurance of fatigue under 
an intensely hot sun, and for their gallant bearing when in contact with 
the enemy , the whole seemed animated with one and the same spirit, 
which enabled them to overcome difficulties of no ordmary nature. 


posts in the Pa«8 

“ Accompanying I have the honor to forward a return of the killed and 
wounded, which I rejoice to observe is not so heavy as might have been 
expected from the nature of the operations 
“ I bale &c 

A F Richmond, Lttvt •ColoneJ, 

33rd Regiment N I Commanding the Rear Gworrf ” 


cavalry 


A F Richmond Lteut -Colonel ” 


To Major General Pollock, C B Commanding West of the Indus, 
Camp Urgundee, 16M September, 1842 

“ Sib — I have the honor to acquaint you that Shmnshoodeen Sultan 
Jan and other Affghan Chiefs having assembled about 12 OOO men, oc- 
cupied a «ucce«sion of strong mountains mterceptmg my march upon 
Benee Badam and Mydan on the I4th and 15th instant Our troops 
dislodged them in gallant style, and their conduct afforded me the great- 
est satisfaction 

‘ The artillery distinguished themselves, and I beg to mention the 
names of Captain Leshe, Bombay Horse Artillery , Captams Blood, Bom- 
baj foot Artillery, and Anderson and Turner, of the Bengal Horse 
Artillery and the 38th and 43d Bengal Native Infantry ^ 

bring under the favourable notice of Gfovemment, Captain \Vhite, of 
Her Majesty s 40th regiment m command of the light companies of 
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Her Majesty’s 40th and 41st Regiments, and of the 2ad, IGth SSth. 42nd 
and 43d J3cng;\l Native Regiments, for the able manner in -wliich lie 
carried ray orders into cn'cct, and for the gallantry displayed by him, 
and the companies under his command, in ascending the mountains, and 
driving the enemy from their positions ; I had every reason to be pleas- 
ed with the conduct of all the troops, Enrojican and Native. I forward 
a list of killed and wounded. 

“ I am, &c. 

W. Norr, ^^aJor General. 

Coinmatnling Field Force,” 


Rclurn of Killed, IVoitnded, and Mis.^ing of the Field Force, under the com- 
mand of Major General Wii.liam Nott, in the engagements with the 

Fnemg, on the lAth and loth of September, 1842. 

“ 2d Trooi) Bcngid Irregular Horse Artillcr)’ — ^Wounded 2 horses. 

" 3rd Co. 2nd Bathdion Bengal Foot ditto — Wounded 2 Magazine 
lascars. 

“ Ist Troop Bombay Horse Artillerj* — Wounded 3 horses. 

“ 3rd Co. 1st Battalion Bombay Foot Artillerj- — Wounded 1 private 
and 2 drivers. 

“ 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalrj^ — Killed 1 jirivate — Wounded 
1 horse. 

“ 1st Regiment Bengjd Irregular Horse — Wounded 1 corporal, 4 pri- 
vates, and S horses. 

” Christie’s Horse — ^\Vounded 1 private and 10 horses. 

“ H. M. 40th Regiment of Foot — Failed 1 drummer, and 1 private — 
Wounded 1 Lieutenant and 3 privates. 

" H, M. 41st ditto — ICillcd 1 private — Wounded 1 corporal and 1 
Jirivate. 

“ 2nd Regiment Bengal N. I. — ^Wounded 1 Lieutenant and 1 private. 

“ 16th ditto — ^M^ounded 1 sergeant and 1 private. 

“ 3Sth ditto — ^Wounded 1 sergeant and 11 privates. 

" 42nd ditto — Wounded 1 sergeant and 2 privates. 

“ 43rd ditto— Wounded 1 Lieutenant, 1 subadar, 1 sergeant, and 15 
privates. 

“ 3rd Regiment Irregular Infantry — ^Wounded 5 privates. 

Officeks Wounded. 

“ Lieutenant E. Eager, Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment, severely. 

“ Lieutenant Mainwaring, 2nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, 
slightly. 

“ Lieutenant G. Holroyd, 43rd ditto ditto, ditto. 

* W. Nott, Major General, 
Commanding Field Force.” 
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In pursuance of the chronological arrangement which has been ad- 
hered to as closely as possible m this Tolume, the Proclamation of Lord 
Elienborough, directing the evacuation of AfFgham«tan is here given 
But there can be no doubt that the Generals had received private 
instructions to bring back their armies lefore this document reached 
them A computation of the time occupied m transmitting despatches 
from Simla to Cahul, will establish the impossibihty of a movement 
being made from Cabul, on the 11th of October, in conformity to orders 
issued at Simla, on the 1st of that month The date of the Proclama 
tion must therefore be regarded as having been selected for the sake of 
a dramatic contrast with that issued by Lord Auckland on the Ist of 
October 1838, (see page 3.) in which principles the very opposite of Lord 
EUenborough’s are enunciated in other respects the date is particularly 
unfortunate for the Governor General's fame, as it proves, beyond all 
question, that he had not made the release of the prisoners in the hands 
of the A0ghans an indispensable condition of the evacuation of the coun- 
try — 

PaOCLAUATlOK 

Secret Department, Simla, the let October 1842. 

‘ The Government of India directed its army to pass the Indus m 
order to expel from Affghamstan a Chief believed to be hostile to Bn- 
tish interests, and to replace upon his throne a Sovereign represented to 
be fnendly to those interests and popular with hts former subjects 

* The Chief believed to be hostile b^me a pnsoner, and the Sovereign 
represented to be popular was replaced upon his throne but, after 
events, which brought into question his fidehty to the Government by 
which he was restored, he lost by the hands of an as^assm the throne 
he had only held amidst insurrections, and his death was preceded and 
followed by still existing anarchy 

“ Disasters unparalleled in their extent, unless by the errors in which 
they ongmated, and by the treachery by which they were completed 
have, m one short campaign, been avenged upon every scene ol past 
misfortune , and repeated victories in the field, and the capture of the 
cities and citadels of Ghuzme and Cabool, have again attached the opi- 
nion of invmcibility to the British arms 

*' The British army in possession of Affghamstan will now be with- 
drawn to the Sutlej 

" The Governor General will leave it to the Aifghans themselves to 
create a Government amidst the anarchy which is the con«cqucncc of 
their crimes 

' To force a Sovereign upon a reluctant people, would be ns inconsis- 
tent with the policy as it is with the principles of the British Govern- 
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ineiit, tciuHng- to place' the arms and resources of that, people at the dis- 
jiosal of the first invader, and to impose the burthen of supporting a 
Suvcix'ign, without the prosjicct of benefit from his alliance. 

•• The Governor General will willingly recognize any Government 
apjiroved by the Aflghaus themselves, which shall appear desirous and 
cajiahle of maintaining friendly relations with neighbouring states. 

’• Content with the limits nature appears to have assigned to its em- 
j)ire, the Government of India will devote all its eflorts to the esln- 
lilishmcnt and maintenance of gcncnil peace, to the protection of the 
Sovereigns and Chiefs its allies, and to the jirosperity and happiness of 
its own faithful subjects. 

“ The rivers of the Punjab and Indus, and the mountainous Passes and 
the barbarous tribes of Aflghanistan will be placed between the British 
army and an enemy approaching from the West, if indeed such enemy 
there can be, and no longer between the army and its hui)plics. 

“ The enormous expenditure reejuired for the sujjport of a large force, 
in a false military position, at a distance from its own frontier and its 
resources, will no longer arrest cverj' measure for the improvement of 
the country and of the people. 

"The combined army of England and of India, sujjcrior in equipment, 
in discipline, in valour, and in the Oflicers by whom it is commanded, 
to any force which can be ojiposcd to it in Asia, will stand in unassailable 
strength upon its own soil, and for ever, under the blessing of Providence, 
preserve the glorious empire it has won, in security and in honor. 

" The Governor Genend cannot fear the misconstruction of his mo- 
tives in thus frankly announcing to surrounding States, the pacific and 
conscn’ative policy of his Government. 

" Afghanistan and China have seen at once the forces at his dis- 
posal,' and the effect with which they can be applied. 

" Sincerelj’’ attached to peace for the sake of the benefits it confers 
upon the people, the Governor General is resolved that peace shall be 
observed, and w'ill jmt forth the whole power of the British Govern- 
ment to coerce the State by which it shall be infringed. 

" By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India. 

T. H. Mabdock, 

Secretary to the Government of India, with the Governor General.” 


A few days after this remarkable state paper had aj)penrcd, the 
gratifying intelligence arrived in India, of the release of the whole of the 
prisoners. The official accounts of the very interesting circumstances 
attending this event are so extremely meagre, that thefollou'inggraj)hic 
narrative, from the pen of one of the emancipated captives, mav fiiirlv 
precede them : — 

" It has pleased God to try us in the furnace of adversity for raanv 
years ; but in every cloud that overhung our path, the rainbow of F'' 
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mercy has shone conspicuously, forbidding us to despair, and reminding 
us that we are the object of His pnmdenbal care and loving kindness 
But hon spec r ' ^ - .• . , . 

of our history ' i 
encompassed , 

and the sword, until every door of e«cape seemed closed TVe finally 
fell into the hands of a bloody and treacherous tyrant, " neither feanng 
God, nor regarding man,” m whose custody we felt less secure than 
Daniel in the lion’s den, because we lacked his super human faith Yet, 
for nme tedious months of cheerless captmty, the restraining hand of 
the Almighty upon our savage keepers preserved us from hurt or dis- 
honour, and when finally a hfe of wretched slavery seemed our inevita- 
ble lot, he sent us aid from an unexpected quarter, and dehvered us 
from idl our fears As the true story of our release mav not have 
reached you, a bnef namtion may be acceptable On the 25th August, 
news having previously been received of General Pollock's forward 
movement, Mahomed /^har «ent a messenger to prepare us for an im- 
mediate march We were at this time residing in the fort of AIi 
Mahomed Khan at Sewrekkee, about six miles from the city of Cabul, 
and Akbar had sworn that General Pollock’s advance should be the 
signal for our removal to IHirkistan, where he would distribute us as 
slaves to the different chiefs At night a Regiment arrived, about 400 
strong, the men composing it being all armed with Engh^h muskets, 
and, (having nearly all formerly belonged to different Affghan corps), 
observing many of the outward forms of discipline They were com- 
manded by Sala Mahomed Khan, once a Soobadar in Hopkins’ Regi- 
ment, and who had deserted to Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, previous 
to Colonel Dennie’s action with that chief atBameeanin 1840 For 
some time previous to our receiving this abrupt summons, «ickness 
had by turns prostrated the strength of almost every mdividual of 
our party, and, although the majority were convalescent, two of 
the ladies (Mrs Ander«on and Mrs 'rRvor) were in a state that 
rendered their removal impracticable Thi'’ having been represented 
to Akbar Khan, he reluctantly permitted them to remain, and Dr 
Campbell was likewise suffered to stay in attendance upon them At 
about 10 p Ji , the bugles and drums of our new e*cort summoned 
us to mount, and we soon found ourselves on the high road to Bameean 
At Killa Kazee, we were jomed by Lieutenants Haughton and Evans, 
with about 40 European Soldiers, who had been left at Cabul in Hospi 
tal under charge of the latter officer Wretched and disconsolate, 
we journeyed on, and after cro«"ing four steep mountain Passes, wc 
arrived, on the 3d September, m the valley of Bameean beyond the 
Indian Caucasus Here the European Soldiers were lodged m o sm^ 
dirty fort, about a mile beyond the celebrated Boodist images, whilst the 
ladies and officers were permitted to remain m their tents outside unw 
the 9th September, when Sala Mahomed obhged us to remove mto 
another fort, about 100 yards from that contammg the Soldiers itio 
change was greatly for the worse, for the wretched hard hovels into 
which we were crammed having been recently inhabited by cows, goats. 
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and slieep, teemed with vermin, and retained the unswept remains 
of odoriferous filth. A few rays of light penetrated through small holes 
in the roof, which just sufficed to rescue the apartments from the stigma 
of absolute darkness. On Sunday, September 11th, Sala Mahomed 
having received a positive order from Akbar Khan for our instant march 
to Koloom, the desperate state of our condition induced Major Pottin- 
ger to go to him with the offer of a bribe for our release. Captain 
Johnson volunteered to be agent in the matter, and found our keeper 
more accessible than was expected. This man had hitherto kept aloof 
from every attempt at friendly intercourse with the prisoners, towards 
whom his manner had been invariably haughty, and his language harsh. 
Great was our astonishment, therefore, to learn, as we did in the 
course of the day, that he had been seduced from his allegiance to 
Akbar, and bought over to our side. Meanwhile, the rapid advance of 
the two English armies upon Cabul, and the probable defeat of Akbar, 
led us to expect that chiefs arrival amongst us as likely to happen 
at any moment. It was therefore necessary to he prepared against any 
sudden surprize. The Huzareh chiefs in the neighbourhood were 
sounded, and found favourable to our scheme. The men composing 
our guard were gained over by a promise of four months’ pay. A new 
Governor was set up over the provinces by Major Pottinger, the existing 
Governor, Zoolficar Khan, being too much in Akbar’s interest to be 
trusted.- Presents and promises were distributed in all directions, and 
with so much success, that on the 13th September, we had assurances of 
aid from aU the chiefs between the Sir Chushm and Lygham, bodies of 
whose armed followers were said to have been posted along the road to 
keep the Passes. 

“ On the 16th September, the country was considered sufficiently 
safe to admit of our setting out on our return towards Cabul. We had 
only proceeded a few miles, when a messenger met us with news of 
General Pollock’s victory over Akbar, which cheering intelligence was 
shortly afterwards confirmed by a note from Sir Richmond Shakespear, 
who was hastening to our assistance with 600 Kuzzilbash horsemen. 

“ On the 17th, we re-crossed the Kaloo Ghat, and encamped about 
three miles from its base. We had been here about two hours, when 
some horsemen were descried descending the Pass of Hajeeguk. Instantly 
Sala Mahomed’s men were on the alert, and formed up in line. Judge 
of our joy when the banner of the Kuzzilbash was distinguished stream- 
ing in the air, and imagine, if you can, with what emotions of delight 
and gratitude we eagerly pressed forward to greet our gallant country- 
man, Sir Richmond Shakespear, who soon came galloping up to where 
we stood. For the first time after nine months of miserable thraldom, 
in the clutches of an unprincipled savage, we felt the blessedness of 
freedom. A heavy load of care had been removed from our breasts, 
and from that moment we were altered beings. To God be aU the 
glory, for He alone could bring it to pass ! 

“ But there was danger still around us. Akbar and other powerful 
chiefs were still at large, and might have followers and influence 

2 o 
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sufficient to intercept our flight Sir Kichmond therefore, having 
written to General Pollock for n Imgade to meet us, burned us on by 
forced marches of twenty-five and thirty miles per diem Re cros«mg 
the Hajeeguk and Oonai Passes, we entered the beautiful valley of 
Maidan on the 20th September, and as we approached the town of 
Kot Ashroo, a body of English Dragoons and Native Cavalry came sud 
denly upon our view, piqueted m some adjoimng fields 

'* All doubt was now at an end , we were once more under the safe- 
guard of Bntish troops Genend Sale was there m person, and his 
happmess at regaimng his long lost wife and daughter, can readily be 
imagined The gallant veteran's countenance was an index to his feel- 
ings, and apathetic indeed nm«st have been the heart that failed to 
sympathize With his holy joy The camp was still a few miles further 
on, and we formed a procession of glad spirits as we moved along to- 
wards the Pass of Suffed Khak, whi^ heights we could discern crown- 
ed with British bayonets Those we found to be a part of the brave 
13th liight Infantry, who, as the ladies successively ascended the hill 
raised three hearty cheers of welcome to each of them , sounds never 
to be forgotten, producing a thnil of extacy through the whole frame 
The mountain guns under Capt Baekhouee wound up the scene with a 
royal salute 

‘ On the following evening we reached General Pollock’s camp at 
Cabul, where the Horse Artillery guns uttered similar sounds of public 
exultation , such was the history of ofir wonderful deliverance Had 
Sala Mahomed Khan proved incorruptible, no effort of our army could 
have saved us, and in gainmg over him and the Huzzareh chiefs, Major 
Pottinger was mamly mstrumental To him and Sir R Shakespear 
the highest praise is due General Pollock also, I venly believe, did 
his best, and our efforts would have been of small avail but for his 
•victorious march on Cabul To him likewise we ought therefore to 
be grateful but most of all to heaven ” 

The Official details of the release may now be given — 

From Major General Geoege Foelock C B Commondiny jn Affgknms 
tan, to Major General Lumeey Adjutant General of the Army 

•« S’R — 1 have the honor to report for the information of His Excel- 
lency the Commander-m-Chief, that having received intimation from 
Bameeen, that the Europeans, Officers and Soldiers, pnsoners there, had 
1 — —V *-n nffanf owTi hbcnition, 

, • * jrence of Klian Shee 

- , the speedy departure 

of «even hundred (700) of his Horse on the 15th instant, the dajr of our 
arrival here, to meet the party *' - — « «/•««> 

of money, 1 advanced ten tbous. * 
hrered by Sir R Shakespear, , 
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H. M. 3d Dragoons. 

1st Light C.avalry. 

Backhouse’s Mountain Train. 

2 Comps, H. H. 9th Foot. 

4 „ H. M. 13th Lt. Infy. 

Broadfoot’s Sappers. 

Ferris’ Jezailchies. 

80 Seikh Horse, and 
160 Foot Soldiers under Captain 
Lawrence. 


Being apprehensive that attempts would be made to intercept tlie pri- 
soners, I detached Major General Sir R. Sale, 
with the troops named in the margin on the 
19 th instant to the Arghundee Pass, and the 
circumstance proved fortunate, as a delay of 
twenty-four hours would have enabled Sultan 
Jan, who was in pursuit, to overtalce our peo- 
ple. I am happy to state, that the whole who 
were in confinement, (as per subjoined Roll,) 
\vith the exception of Captain Bygrave, who is with Mahomed Akbar, 
arrived in my Camp yesterday evening. 

“ I cannot conclude, -without recording my opinion, that to Khan 
Sheereen Khan and Mohun Lai, may be attributed the safety of the 
Prisoners, and I have reason to believe, the Chief of the KuzzUbashes to 
be a stedfast adherent to the British Government. 

“ I have, &c. 

Geo. Pollock, Major General, 
Commanding in Affghanistan.” 


List of Prisoners released on the 21si September, 1842. 

“ Colonel Shelton, H. M. 44th Foot. — Lieutenant Evans. — Brevet Cap- 
tain Souter. — Sergeants Wedlock, Weir, and Fair. — Corporals Sumpter, 
and Bevan. — ^Drummers Higgins, Lovell, and Branagan. — Privates Bumes, 
Crashem, Cronin, Driscoll, Deroney, Duffy, Mathews, McDate, Marrow, 
McCarthy, McCabe, Nowean, Robson, Seyburnes, Shean, Tongue, Wil- 
son, Durant, Arch, Scott, Moore, Miller, Murphy, Marshall, Cox, Ro- 
binson, Brady, and McGlynn. — Boys Grier, and Milwood. 

H. M. \Zth Light Infantry. 

“ Privates Binding, Murray, Magary, Monks, MaccuUar, McConnell, 
and Cuff. 


Bengal Horse Artillery. 

“ Saryeanfs McNee, and Cleland — Gunners A.. Hearn, Keane, Dulton. 
— Surgeant Wade, Baggage Serjeant to the Cabool Mission. 

Summary. 

“ Major General Shelton, H. M. 44th Foot. — Lieutenant Colonel 
Palmer, 27th Bengal N. I. — Major Griffiths, 37th Bengal N. I. — Cap- 
tains Boyd, Commissariat. — Johnson, do. S. S. 26th N. I. — ^Burnet, 
54th N. I. — Souter, H. M. 44th Foot. — ^Waller, Bengal Horse Artil- 
lery. — Alston, 27th N. I. — ^Poett, ditto. — ^Walsh, 52nd Madras N. I. and 
Drummond, 3rd Bengal Light Cavalry. — Lieutenants Eyre, Bengal Artil- 
leiy. — ^Airey, H. M. 3rd Buffs. — ^Warburton, Bengal Artillery, S. S. F. 
— ^Webb, 38th Madras N. I., S. S. F. — Crawford, Bengal 3rd N. I., 
S'. S. F. — Mein, H. M. 13th Light Infantry. — Harris, 27th Bengal N. I. 
Melville, 54th Bengal N. I. and Evans, H. M. 44th Foot. — Ensigns 
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Haughton.31«t B N I — Wilham- 27th B N I and Nicholson, 27th 
* B N I — Conductor Ryley, Ordnance Commis«anat Surgeon Magrath 
— Asnislant Surgeons Berotck and Thomson 

Ladies 

•'Ladies Macnaghtcn, and Sale Sirs Stuart and 1 child, Mamwanng, 
ditto, Boyd, and 3 children, Eyre, and 1 child. Waller, and 2 children 
— Conductor Riley’s wife, Mre. Riley, and 3 children — Private Bourne’s 
13th Light Infantry) wife, Mrs Bournes and Mrs Wade, wife of Ser> 
geant Wade. 


“ Pottmger, Bombay Artillery. — Ca^tflins Lawrence, Hth Light 

Cavalry, and Mackenzie, 48^ Madras N I 

" Mrs Fallon, Clerk and Blewitt, ditto, not in the Service ' 

(r PoN«oNBT. Captain, Assistant Adjutant General 

To T H Maddock, Eaj , Secretory to the Government of India Cnmo 
Cabool, 27lh September, 1842 

“ Sir, —I have much satisfaction in reporting, for the information of 
the Right Honorable the Governor General, the arrival m camp this 
morning of Captain Bygrave, the only person who remained m the 
hands of Mahomed Akbar Khan It appears that Captain Bygrave was 
allowed to join my camp by Mahomed Akbar, who has sent a letter to 
my address, copy and translation of which shall be forwarded by the 
next opportunity “ 1 have, &c 

Gkoegb Pollock Major General, 

Commanding m Affghanistan ” 

Nearly every thing had now been nccoinphshed which could be con- 
sidered necessary, preparatory to the final departure of the troops from 
Affghanistan There remained but to leave a mark of vengeance upon 
those places which had been the scenes of the greatest atrocities during 
the memorable insurrection These were the great Cabul Bazaar, and 
the town of IstalifF The fonner had witnessed the eKposure of the re- 
mains of the unfortunate Envcty, Sir W McNagliten , the latter had 
harbored the murderer of Sir A Bumes at Cabul, and of the Goorkln 
corps and Lieut Motile and Wheeler at Charekar Major General 
Pollock charged himself with the destruction of the one, to Major 
General McCaskiU he entrusted the punishment of the other Subjoin- 
ed 15 the dispatch of General McCa«kiH — 
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From Major General McCaskill, K. H. Commanding detachment in 
Kohistan, to Captain Ponsqnby, Assistant Adjutant General, dated 
Camp Istalif, SOth September, 1842. 


Mountain 


Abtillery. 

Captain Backhouse’s 
Train. 

Captain Blood’s Battery of 9-poun- 
ders (Bomhay.) 

Two ] 8-pounders. 

Cavalry. 

Head-cjuarters and 2 squadrons Her 
Majesty’s 3d Liglit Dragoons. 

1st squadron 1st Light Cavalry. 

Captain Christie’s (late S. S. 2d 

regt.) corps of Cavalry. 

Il!YA15TRY. 

Brigadier TuUoch’s brigade, TOth 
the addition of Capt. Broadfoot’s 
Sappers and Miners, and the ex- 
ception of the COth Native In- 
fantry. 

Brigadier Stacy’s Brigade. 


” Sir,— I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information of 
Major General Pollock, C. B., that the troops under my command yes- 
terday made themselves masters of the strong- 
and populous town of Istalif, totally defeat- 
ing the numerous levies collected for its de- 
fence, imder the infamous AmeenooUah Khan 
Logurbe, Khaojie Ameer Kotwal, Hazin Khan, 
(an assassin of Sir Alexander Bumes,) Hazir 
Alee IGian, Khuleefa Ibraliim, and many other 
Cliiefs of Cabool and the Kohistan, 

" The Major General is aware, that the 
force detailed in the margin was placed at my 
disposal for operations in these valleys on the 
25th ; the two brigades formed a junction 
near Kho-wja Rawash on the 26th ; moved to 
an encampment near Zimuree on the 27th, 
and pitched their tents within four miles of the place on the 28th. The 
same evening I reconnoitred the enemy’s position ; it is impossible to 
conceive ground naturally stronger. The town of Istahf, consisting of 
masses of houses and forts, is built on the slope of a mountain, in the rear 
of which are yet loftier eminences, shutting in a defile which leads to 
Toorldstan, and in no way can this place of abode of 15,000 people be 
approached but by surmounting ranges of hiUs, separated by deep 
ravines, or traversing by narrow roads. Its gardens, vineyards, and or- 
chards, fenced in -with strong enclosure walls. The whole of them, with 
the moimtain side and tops of the houses, were occupied by Jezailchies, 
and the strongest proof is afforded, that the enemy after this disposition 
considered the place unassailable, by their having retained within the 
town the wives and children not only of the inhabitants, but of thou- 
sands of refugees from Cabool. 

“ The observations which I was enabled to make under asharp jezail 
fire, and the report of Major Pottinger, induced me to determine to 
assault the next morning the right of the enemy’s extensive position, as 
it was there that I could hope to bring the artillery most effectively into 
battery ; arrangements were made with this -view. The troops were 
formed into two columns of attack and reserve ; Brigadier Tulloch’s 


brigade and the mountain train composed the right ; Brigadier Stacy’s 
and Captain Blood's battery and the 18-pounders the left; these were 
supported by the third column under Major Simmonds, Her Majesty’s 
41st, consisting of a wing of his regiment, and the cavalry under Major 
Lockwood. Captain Christie’s corps protected the baggage. 

“ The troops moved soon after day-light, and traversing the plain 
in jierfect order, passed nearly from the left to the right of the enemy’s 
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position Our light troops and guns repressed the occasional attacks of 
their Jezailchies from the gardens, xrho Tvere numerous and most auda 
Clous , but when the column amv^ m front of the village of IsmiUah, I 
resolved to make a comhmed attack on this point , Brigadier Tulloch’s 
bngade assailed its left, and Brigadier Stacy, making a longer detour, 
attacked the nght 

" I cannot express m adequate terms my admiration of the style in 
which the former column covered by skirmishers rushed upon the 
« gardens filled with bold and skilful marksmen Her Majesty’s 9th foot, 
the 2Gth native infantry, and Captain Broadfoot’s sappers, vied with 
each other m steady courage, and their rapid and unhesitating advance 
soon left the enemy no resources but flight Very shortly after this as- 
sault, the three light companies of Her Majesty’s 4l8t, the 42d and 
43d native infantry, covering their own column, got into action, and 
on their side stormed the village and vmeyard with distmgiushed 
gallantry the combination was steadily persevered in, and though I 
had few opportunities of usmg the artillery with effect, I had soon the 
gratiflcation of seemg the enclosures, forts, heights, suburbs, and town 
successively won by the two columns The enemy were driven from them, 
and pursued with a rapidity which left no tune to rally, and a smgular 
spectacle was then presented id the escape up the mountain’s side of the 
women and children from the place, to which no interception was 
offered , but as detached parties of the beaten Affgbans still occupied 
some very lofty heights, the mountain train ascended them by a dizzj 
pathway, and dupersed the fugitives by its effective fire Our reserve 
was now established on the lower heights, and the whole of the place, 
filled wth property of every description, much of it plundered from our 
army m 1841, was in the hands of our force , two guns, brass field 
pieces, were also taken, and one of them was seized with such promp 
titude, that its captor. Lieutenant Elroberst, Her Majesty’s 9th foot, 
turned its fire upon the fugitives with •’ome effect I directed the town 
to he set on fire m several places, after taking out various supplies 
which might he useful to our troops, and the work of demohtion is still 
proceeding under the direction of Major Bander®, of the engineers 
Our loss has been trifling, for the advance of our Officers and men was 
too rapid and decisive to allow of tlie sharp fire of the enemy telling 
much upon them, and deceived by the direction of the reconnoisance of 
the 28th. the Affghaus had expected the attack on their left, and posted 
their guns and the elite of their force in that quarter I have now the 
1 . 1 f it of my obbgations for their cxer- 

. 1 and Stacy, commanding brigades 

, ■ Taylor, K H , Her Majesty s 9th 

foot , Major Huish, 26th native infantry , and Captain Broadfoot, of 
the sappers commandmg corps on the r^ht which bore the brunt of 
the action, to Major Simmonds Her Majestys 41st foot, commanding 
the reserve , to Captain Backhouse, commanding mountain tram, and 
Captain Blood commanding the battery of 9 pounders , the last wa® 
ably aided by Lieut Terrj I hate rcceitcd vnluable o'^i^tancc tlirougii 
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out our operations from Major Pottinger, C. B,, and Major Sanders, 
engineers, and yesterday from Capt. Mackenzie and Lieut. Airy, H. 
M. 3rd buffs, and Lieutenant Webb, 30th regiment Madras native 
infantry, temporarily attached to me, and since we marched from 
Cabool, as on former occasions, from my own staff, departmental and 
personal ; viz. Captain Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General ; 
Lieutenant PoUock, Artillery, Aid de-Camp to the Major General, who 
volunteered his services with me ; and to Lieutenant Bethune, Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot, my o-wn Aid de-Camp. Regarding the last men- , 
tioned officer, I take the opportunity of rectifying an oversight on my 
part. I ought specially to have reported to Major General Pollock, 
Lieutenant Bethune’s vffiuable services in the recent affair at the Huft 
Kotul, in which I was entrusted with the command of the main column. 
Brigadier Tulloch, reports in very strong terms, the good conduct on 
the present occasion of Captain Smith, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, his 
Brigade Major. I enclose a return of the killed and wounded, and of 
the two guns captured. “ I have, &c. 

John McCaskill, Major General, 

Commanding the Force in the Kohistan” 


Return of Killed and Wounded of the Troops under the Command of Major 

General McCaskill, K. H. Camp Istalif, 30th September, 1842. 

“ Mountain Train. — ^Wounded 1 European commissioned officer. 

“ 3d Company 1st Battalion, Bombay Artillery. — ^Wounded 2 rank 
and file. 

“ Christie’s Irregular Cavalry. — Horses, 2 killed and 2 wounded, 

“ H. M. 9th Foot. — Killed 1 rank and file. — Wounded 1 European 
commissioned officer, 1 serjeant, and 13 rank and file. 

“ 26th N. I — Killed I rank and file. — Wounded 1 European com- 
missioned officer, 3 seijeants, and 8 rank and file. 

" Broadfoot’s Sappers. — Killed 2 rank and file — ^Wounded 1 Euro- 
pean commissioned officer and 6 rank and file — Horse 1 Wounded. 

“ H. M. 41st Regt. — Killed 1 European commissioned officer and 1 
rank and file — ^Wounded 4 rank and file. 

“ 42d N. I. — ^Wounded 4 rank and file. 

Name of Officer Killed. 

“ Lieut. Evans, H. M.’s 41st foot. 

Wounded. 

“ Lieut. Richardson, horse artillery, slightly. 

“ Lieut, and Adjt. Spencer, 26th N. I., ditto. 

“ Lieut. Lister, H. M.’s 9th, ditto, 

“ Captain Broadfoot, Sappers, ditto. 

“ Lieut, and Adjt. Orr’s charger wounded,” 

H. Havelock, Captain, 

Dep. Assist. Adjt. Infantry Division.” 



288 


CASUA.I.TIES AT ISTAllF 


From Major McCaskill K H , Commanding Infantry Division, to 

Captain Ponsonby, Jssislant ^^utant General, Camp KAmja Uuwath 

Qth October, 1842 

“ Sir, — The troops ertrusted to my charge for a special service in the 
Kohistan, having pitched their tents at this place previously to returning 
to their respective encampments, 1 take this opportunity of requesting 
you to solicit the attention of Major General Pollock, C B to some 
points, which, m the hurry of our active operations, I had neglected to 
dwell upon I have already intimated, that Bngadier Stack’s report of 
the part home by his hngade in the capture of Istahf, on the 29th ulti 
mo, did not reach me till the 2d instant It will ever be matter of regret 
to me, if this incidental delay should prevent the merits of some of the 
Officers and troops under me, being prommently brought to the notice 
of the Right Hon’ble the Governor Genera], and His Excellency the 
Commander-m-Chief The brunt of the action certainly fell on the m 
fantry corps and sappers of Bngadier TuUoch's hngade , but the credit 
of tummg the enemy’s extreme right , of allowing him no respite or 
breathing time on that line , of aiding in completmg the capture of the 
town, when its possession was hotly disputed from behind the walls and 
from the tops of houses, from court yards and in windmg streets built 
on steep declmbes, is due to the regiment under Bngadier Stacy My 
commendations have been especially earned by Major G Brown and 
H. M ’s 4l8t regiment, for the share they took m these gallant efforts 
and for the exemplary humanity displayed to the unfortunate families of 
the vanquished That corps was zealously emulated and supported by 
the 42d native infantry under Major Clarkson, and the 43d under Major 
Sanders, as Field Engmeer, I ought to have remarked on the distin- 
guished gallantry, with which he accomp^med the heads of columns m 
the advance of Bngadier TuUoch against the gardens and town Nei 
ther must I leave without record, the marked intrepidity of Lieutenant 

■•'■p ■ P r, 1 , , 


I 

■ I • ■ 

the manoeuvres of their own brigade This on«et was led very bravely 
by Lieutenant Evans, who was afterwards killed in the town, (and was 
succeeded in the command by Ineuteoant Madden ) and by Lieutenant 
WooleQ, 42d native mfantiy and Captam Maepherson 43d native 
infantry.” “ I have, &c 

JooK McCasxiil, Major General, 
Commanding Infantry Division ” 

A sufficient time havmg been allowed for the troops to rest them- 
selves, and for the collection of provisions, the united armies now turned 
their faces homewards Opposition wm expected m the passes, and 
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Dotadiiucnt Sappera and Miners. 5 
Ditto Madras ditto. “ 

H. M. -lath Foot. 

JCth Mntirc Inf.mlry. 

38th ditto. 

3d (Intf' Shah Soojah's Force. 

H. M. dUl Foot 
2d Native Infantry. 

42d ditto. ISd ditto. 


report, for the information of Iiih ICxccllency 
the ConimamIcr-in-C.hief. my arrival at 
Khoord Cubool, in jiroitrc.';.'; to Ilindobtan. I 
left Cahool Yesterday inorninr:, with the l.^l 
and 2d divisions, and the troo])s under Ma- 
jor Gentnd No't. m per margin, for Hoot- 
Jchal:, having delnched Major General b'ir 
U. Sale, witli the Ist and 2d hrigadc.s, the 
mountain tniin, 1st light cavalry, .'hi irre- 
gular c.Tvalry and (dirif-tie'.s hor.se, over the 
(roapund-durrah Pas'-., for the purpose of 
turning that of the Klioord Cahool ; in 
consctjuence of which movement, we innrrli- 
fd through the }>rincipal defile without a shot 
being fired. Previou-s to my departure from 
Cahool, I dc.stroyed, with gunjiowdcr, the 
gnmd bazar of tliat city, called the Chahar 
Cliuttah, built in the reign of Aningzche, by 
the cclebmtcd Ali Munliui Khan, and which 
may’ be considered to have been the most 
frequented part of Cahool, and known as the 
grand emporium of this jiart of Centml Asia. 
'Pile remains of tlie late Envoy and Minister 
& hud been exposed to public insultin tliis bazar, 
^ and my motive in cflccting its destruction, 
has been to imprcs.s ujion the Affghans, that 
their atrocious conduct toward.s a British 
functionary has not been suffered to ])ass 
with impunity.” 


Extract from a letter to the Governor General, from Major General Pol- 
lock, dated Jugditlluck, \Gth October 1842. 

" It is very gratifying to be able to state, that we have met with no 
opposition since we left Cahool, except what must always be expected 
where the whole population is armed, and we have consequently had 
small parties of thieves occasionally firing on the rear, guards. During 
each night that we have encamped, not a shot has been fired, and on 
the line of march, not a man is to be seen on the hills,” 

2 V 
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From Major General J McCaskill, K H , Commanding Infantry 

Division, to the ^ss»s<ani Adjutant General, Camp Gundamuck, 20M 

October 1842 

' Sir, — I beg to report to jou, for tlie information of Major General 
Pollock, C B , that the force of the 2d co- 
lumn under my immediate command, as de 
tailed m the margin, vras attacked by the 
predatory tnbes of the mountains, on its 
march from Texeen, from which point it was 
eeparated from your Head Quarters, up to Ihe 
date of Its arrival at Gundamuck The most 
serious opposition which it encountered, was 
in the defile of Jugdullnck, celebrated for the 
previous conflicts between the Ghilziea and 
our troops last year, and during the late ad- 
vance on Cabool 

" I broke up from my encampment at the foot of this Pass, early on 
the morning of the Ifitli instant, and made arrangements as I advan- 
ced, in proportion, of course, to my numerical strength, for the occupa- 
tion of the several strong points which commanded the road Detached 
parties began co shew themselves as mj force reached the crest of the 
position, and after di«po'-ing flanking detachments on the domineering 
heights to the right and left I awaited the approach of Bngadier Mon- 
teath with the roam body of the column, before I descended into the 
lower ground beyond 

• The necessity for this caution was soon demonstrated, for as the 
Bngadier took up his position on the plateau, partially occupied hy the 
rums of the well knorni fort, he observed the enemy collecting m force 
around him He, therefore very properly, determined to hold the head 
of the Pass until the whole of the baggage and matenel had moved 
down towards the plain below, and the rear guard under Lieutenant 
Colonel Richmond should have joined him on the eminence He placed 
his guns m battery, and their fire and that of the troops, completely 
held the enemy, who were very numerous, in check, and he reports with 
much satisfaction, that though the attempts of the Ghilzies were obsti- 
nate and persevenng, they did not succeed in making themseli'ea 
masters of a single article of baggage or mihtary stores A sharp con- 
flict wa®, however, sustained upon particular points whilst the rear 
guard ^vas coming up, in the one direction, and our long tram of ani- 
mals descending m the other. The Bngadier finally gave over charge 
of the position to Lieut Col Richmond and his rear guard, whom he 
counselled to retain it one quarter of an hour after his own troops 
advanced beyond it The succession of lower emmences on either 
flank bad, m the meantime, been mowned, so far as our limited means 
permitted, under my personal directton, parties from the advanced 
guard from JngduUuck to the vallty of Soorkbab, and the baggage was 
thus protected from the attacks of the predatory bodies which were 


AtbUerv 
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hovering around it, along that whole line of road. Lieutenant Colonel 
Richmond and the rear guard were vigorously pressed by the Ghilzies, 
as they finally came down from the plateau, but every where most 
creditably repelled the enemy, and made their way, late in the 
evening to our encampment at Soorkhab. I have to regret that 
Captain Burnett, 54th native infantry, who had been recently released 
from a captivity commenced at Ghuznee, was severely wounded on the 
heights, having volunteered his services with a party of the 16th native 
infantry. Brevet Captain Pender, Her Majesty’s 31st foot, had receiv- 
ed a bad hurt in a previous skirmish near Seh Baba. Throughout these 
affairs, the conduct of the troops employed, including the 2d and 16th 
native infantry, temporarily attached to me, has deserved my highest 
approbation, and I feel it to be my duty to record, that on the advance 
to Cabool, and in retiring from it, the bravery of that portion of the 4th 
brigade which took part in the active operations ; viz. Her Majesty’s 
31st regiment, and a wing of the 33d native infantry, (the remaining 
mng and the 6th native infantry having been detained to garrison 
JeUalabad and Gundamuck,) as well as their endurance of privations and 
fatigue, have been beyond all praise. No troops could in every respect 
have behaved better, and I feel myself to be deeply indebted to Brigadi- 
er Monteath, C. B., and to Lieutenant Colonel Bolton, Her Majesty’s 
31st, and Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, 33d native infantry, for the 
able and gallant manner in which they have been led. 

" I enclose a return of killed and wounded.” 


From Brigadier T. Monteath, C. B., Commanding •^th Brigade, to 
the Assistant Adjutant General, Camp Seh Baba, \5th October, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I have the honor of addressing you, to report, for the in- 
formation of Major General Pollock, C. B., that in consequence of the 
great delay created by the captured guns, which it was necessary with ex- 
treme labor to drag almost the whole way from Khoord Cabool to Tezeen, 
on account of the badness of the bullocks, and which work was performed 

in a most admirable manner by the men of Her 
Majesty’s 31st regiment, I did not enter the 
Huft Kotal Pass with the force under my 
command, untU. late yesterday evening. 

For about one half of the way through, 
the troops met with no molestation, but as 
the Pass narrowed and became more difficult 
for the passage of the guns, the enem 3 r took 
advantage of stoppages occasioned by them, 
and from their positions, which the darkness 
rendered it impossible to perceive, except by the flashing of their fire 
arms, opened a sharp fire on the troops, which was checked, in a consi- 
derable degree, on the right flank of the column by two companies of 
the 2d regiment and a party of Her Majesty’s 31st regiment, detached 
by me for the purpose. 


Rear Guard consisting of 
Capt. Blood's Battery of 9-poun- 
ders. 

1 Squadron 1st Light Cavalry. 

2 Rissalahs 3d Irregular Cavalry. 
H. M.’s 31st Regiment. 

' 2d Regiment N. 1. 

33d ditto (right wing). 

60th ditto (right wing) 

Picquets from. 

H. M.’s 9th Regiment. 

H. M.’s 13th Light Infantry. 

26th Regiment Native Infantry. 
35th Light Infantry. 
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“ As tins latter p'U’ty, from the immediate necessity that existed for 
their services, \vas taken by me from the fatigue detail at the guns 
(with which I happened to be at the time) I sent it out under Bngade 
Major Lugard, who, in returning from the duty on which he was em- 
ployed. had his horse severely wounded 

" The enemy having in the end come down sword in hand upon the rear 
and left flank of the column, I ordered Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, 
with the wmg of the 33d regiment, and the picquets of the old ground 
that had joined on the march to keep them m check, which was satis 
factorily done, until v e had cleared the Pass 

“ Enclosed I beg to send a return of killed and wounded ” 


Return of Killed and Wounded tn Passing the Huft Koiul, on the \Ath 

October, 1842, by the Ath Brigade aitd Troops attached. Camp Seh 

Baba, 15?A October, 1842 

“ Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment — Killed 1 rank and file , wounded 2 
rank and file —2d Regiment N I — Killed J rank and file , wounded 
I officer, and 4 rank and file —16th Regt —Wounded 1 rank and file 
— SSd Regt.— Killed I rank and file —60th Regt -—Killed 2 rank and 
file , wounded 1 rank and file 

' Remarks — Lieut Mainwanng, 2d Regt Native Infantry, wounded 
slightly 

" Bngade Major Lugard’* charger wounded severely ” 

“T MoNTEATn, Brigadier, Commanding Ath Brigade *’ 


From Brigadier T MoNTfiArn, C B , Commanding Ath Brigade, to Cap- 
tain Havelock, Deputy Asfistant Adjutant General, Camp Gunda- 
much, Idth October, 1842 

“ Sir,— I have the honor of reporting, for the information of Major 
General ItilcCaskill, K H , that on amving yesterday morning with the 
mam column of the division into the Ju^vdluck Pass, I observed that 
the enemy were collecting in force on the heights , therefore, conceiving 
that an attack would be made upon the baggage as well as upon 
the rear guard, I determined upon taking up a position, ivith the whole 
of my force, at the head of the Pass, until all the baggage and materiel 
had gone through, and I had been joined by the rear guard under 
Lieutenant Colonel Richmond 

“ In pursuance of this dctenmnatioa, I placed the troops and two 9- 
pounders in po«ihon on the plateau at the head of the Pas*, from whence 
the heights on both sides are commanded for a considerable distance 
“ The fire of these and of the guns, completely held the enemy, who 
were very numerou®, in check, and 1 had the satisfaction of seeing the 
whole of the baggage out of tlie Pass without a single thing having 
been obtained by them , and on the oirird of Lieutenant Colonel 
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Richmond with the rear guard, I resigned the position to him, and 
marched on to protect the baggage, which had then become placed be- 
tween the advance and the main column. 

" Lieutenant Colonel Richmond, who had been directed by me to re- 
main in position for a quarter of an hour after my departure with the 
rear guard, consisting of six hundred and nineteen rank' and file and 
two guns, reports that on his withdrawal, the enemy, to the extent 
of about six hundred men, came forward in a very determined manner, 
and followed him up for a considerable distance, although frequently 
driven back by the fire of the troops and guns. 

“ Enclosed I beg to transmit a return of killed and wounded, and 
ammunition expended in the main column and rear guard during the day.” 


Return of Killed and Wounded, in action toith the Enemy in the Jugdulluck 

Pass, on the October, 1842, Camp Gundamuck, 19th October 

1842. 

” 3d Irregular Horse. — Killed 1 rank and file, and wounded 1 ser- 
geant. 

“ Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment. — ^Wounded 1 officer, 1 sergeant, 
and 4 rank and file. 

" 2d Regiment N. I, — Killed 2 rank and file, and wounded 9 rank 
and file. 

“ 16th ditto ditto. — Killed 2 rank and file ; wounded 1 officer, 1 ser- 
geant, and 12 rank and file. 

• " 33d ditto ditto. — ^Wounded 1 officer, 1 sergeant, and 4 rank and 
file. 

" 60th ditto ditto. — Killed 2 rank and file, and wounded 1 rank and 
file. 

“ Remarks. — Brevet Captain Pender, severely wounded. 

“ Captain Burnett, 54th N. I., severely wounded, when with a de- 
tachment of the 16th N. I. 

T. Monteath, Brigadier, 

Commanding Ath Brigade." 


From Brigadier T. Monteath, C. B., Commanding Mh Brigade, to Cap- 
tain Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, Camp Gundamuck, 
20th October, 1842.’ 

“ Sir, — I have the honor of transmitting a report of the occurrences 
which took place with that portion of the force under my command, in 
the Jugdulluck Pass, on the 18th instant. 

“ As from what I have learnt, I have reason to think, that the reports 
of the former march from Soorkhab to Tezeen, when the casualties in 
the force amounted to sixty-two, have not been forwarded to Govern- 
ment ; and as 1 consider it very desirable it should be on record that 
the toils, dangers, and deserts of my brigade have not been in a degree 
less than those of the other portions of the army, I have to request. 
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that Major General McCaskill will be good enough to express to Major 
General Pollock, my wish that my th^ reports may he forwarded for 
the information of the Governor General ” 


7h T H Maddock, Esq , Secretary to the Goternment of India Camp 
Jellalabud 23d October, 1842 

‘ Sir. — 1 have the honor to forward for the information of the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor General of India, copy of a letter which I yester- 
day addressed to the Adjutant General of the Army, reporting my 
amval at this place I have also the honor to forward copy of a letter 
from me to the same address, traiiamitting a despatch from Major 
General Nott 

“ 1 have made preparations for the destruction of the fortifications 
here, and trust to he enabled to march m progress to Peshawur on the 
25th instant I will write again on tins subject directly I have heard 
from Major General Nott whose arrival here is still uncertain 
*' I have, &c 

Gborqe Pollock, Major General, 
Commanding in Afghamsian ' 

To Major General Lumlet, Adjutant General of the Army JelloJabad, 
22d October, 1842 

Sir.— I have the ' Mt r n . 

the Commander in ( 
vision of the troops ^ * * 

hfajor General Nott on the day followmg 

' I withdrew from Gundamuck the detachment which had been left 
for the puTpo«e of keeping open the communication , the iving of the 
33d N I has joined the head quarters of the regiment, which is with 
the 2d division, and the wing of the 60tb joined by that left at Gunda* 
muck, 13 attached to the 1st dmoion as are also the squadrons of the 
5th and 10th light cavalry I haie, &c 

Geo Pollock, 3ffl;or General, Commanding »n Affghantstan ' 


To Major General Lvulet Adjutant General of tke Army, Camp Jella- 
labad, 23d October, 1842 

‘ Sir — I have the honor to forward a despatch from Major General 
Nott, detailing his progress o\er the Haft Kotul, with a return of casu* 
alties I have understood that the column under Major General 
McCaskiU has expenenced some loss, but I ha\e not as yet received a 
report from that Officer 

* I ha^e, Ac 

Gfo Pollock, Major General, 

Commanding in Afghanistan 



TO INOIA. 


29o 


Major General W. Noi't, Covimandhig Division oj' the Army, to 
Captain G. Ponson*»y, Assistant Adjutant General, dated Camp Giant's 
Tomb, If)//; October, 1842. 

■' Siu, — I beg to report for the information of Major General Pollock, 
C. B., that the retir guard of the force under my command, wa.s yester- 
day attacked by large bodies of the enemy in the Huft Kotul Pass. I 
sent 200 sepoys and a wing of Her Majesty’s 40th llegimcnt, and two 
companies of Her Majesty’s 41st, under command of Major Hibbert, to 
the assistance of Caj)tain Leesoii of the 4 2d Regiment Native Infantrj'^, 
who had charge of tlic rear. Our sc])oys defeated and dispersed the 
enemy ; Captain Lecson speaks in high terms of the gallantry of the 
officers and sepoys under his command. 

•' Major Hibbert and the wing of Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment and 
the two companies of Her Majesty’s 41st, under Captain Blackbourne, 
behaved with their accustomed gallantrj' ; my thanks arc due to all the 
troops engaged. I enclose a list of killed and wounded. 

*' I have, &.C. 

W. Nott, Major General.” 


Jicturn of Killled and Wounded during the oilncl:.'! on the rear guard of Majot 
Gen. Nott’s Force, on the cveuiny of the \bth,andmormnyof\Gth Oct, 1842. 


Isl troop Bombay H. A 

Chrislio'B Horse*, 

Her Majesty’s 40lb Regiment of Foot, 
38th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, 
3rd Regiment Irregular Infantry 


'2nd Brigade 

Isl Regiment 
dane’s), . , 


i4dru. uegimcnt tie 
■< Native Infantry, 
C43rd ditto, 


Total of each, . 
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Grand Total of Killed and Wounded — Sixty-one Officers and men; thirteen horses. 

Officeus Wounded. 


“ Lieut, and Bt. Capt. W. Jervis, 42d Regt. Bengal N. I. — Lieut. N. W. Cham- 
berlain, Christie’s Horse. — Asst. Surgeon J. H. SerrelJ, 42d Regt. Bengal N. I. 

•' N. B. — One Havildar, one Naik, and one Sepoy, of the '/Tth N. 1. doing duty 
with 4‘2d N. I. are included in the above. 

\V. Nott, Major General, Commanding the Field Force.” 
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RITURN OF THE ARMIES TO INDIA 


From Major General GzoME'Poj.tocK,C B. Commanding m ifft/hams 
tan, to 1’. H AIaddock, Esq , Secretary to the Government of India, 
Camp Ally Boghan, Flth October, 1842 

“ Sir. — I have the honor to report for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor General of India, my departure from Jellalabad, 
vvith the whole of the troops excepting General Notts division, after 
destroying the fortifications of that city 
*' I have, &c 

Geo Pollock, Major General, 
Commanding tn Affghamstan ‘ 


From General W Notr, Commanding Field Force, to Captain 

PoNSONBY, Assistant Adjutant General, dated Camp Gundamuck, 20/A 
October, 1842 

“ Sir, — I have the iionor to acquamt you, for the information of Major 
General Pollock, C B . that a large body of the enemy attacked my 
rear guard yesterday, which was under the command of Major Simmons 
of Her Majesty’s 41st regiment the enemy was defeated with consider* 
able loss I have every reason to be satisfied with the arrangements 
made by Major Simmons, and of the conduct of the men under his 
command 

“ I return a list of killed and wounded 


Betum of Killed and Wounded, during the attack on the Rear Guard of 
Major General Nott’s Force, on the 1S)/A Oc/o6er, 1842 

“ Her Majesty's 40th Foot — Killed 1 private , and wounded 1 ensign, 
1 corporal, and 1 pnvate 

“ Her Majesty’s 4lst Foot — Killed 1 private, and Wounded 2 privates 
“ 38th B N I — ^Wounded 2 privates, and 2 doolee bearers 
“ 42d B N I — Wounded 1 captain, and 1 pnvate 
•' 43d B N 1 — ■■Wounded 1 captain, and 3 privates 
“Grand Total of killed and wounded, seventeen (17) officers and 
men 


OrncEBs Wounded 

“ Captain Dalyell, 42d Bengal Native Infantry 
“ Lieut and Brevet Capt H W. Matthews. 43d N I 
‘ Ensign McGowan, Her Majesty's 40th Foot 

W Nott, Major General 
Conimo«{/»«y the Force 
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Gcncnil Pollock reached Pcphnwur on the 2oth Octoher, meanwhile 
Gencnil England had accomplished his march into Scinde from l/owcr 
Aflghnnistan, and with his report of the manner of the undertaking, and 
the prefatorj' order of the Governor General, the milltar 3 f records of the 
Four Years’ Cam])aign in Afighanisbin terminate: — 


" Secret Department, Simla, the 20th October, 1S-P2. — The Governor 
General has much satisfaction in announcing the successful termination 
of the arduous and difilcult operation confidccl to Major General England, 
of withdrawing, through the Kojuck and Bolan Passes into the vallcj* of 
the Indus, a j)ortion of the force Intel}' stationed at Candnhnr, and all the 
scattered garrisons of the intermediate places, between the Eastern face 
of the Kojuck mountains and the plains of Cutchcc. 

" The openition,lcss brilliant in its circumsUmccs than that entrusted to 
Major General Pollock and Major Gencml Nott, was yet one which de- 
manded the greatest prudence in the making of every previous arrange- 
ment for securing the safe descent of the several columns, and which 
called into exercise many of the liiglier qualities, whicli must contrihutc 
to form the character of an accomplished General. 

" The Governor General could not but regard with some anxiet}' the 
progress of this movement requiring so much of delicate management in 
its execution : and it is a subject of extreme satisfaction to him, that the 
same complete success should have attended this, which has, during the 
present campaign, attended every other part of the combined operations 
of the armies beyond the Indus. 

“The Governor General requests, that Major General Sir Charles 
Napier will express to Major General England, and to all the Oflicers 
and troops which were under his command, the entire satisfaction with 
which their whole conduct has been viewed on the occasion. 

“The Governor General also requests that Major General Sir Charles 
Napier wll communicate to Major Outram, and the other Political Offi- 
cers, his thanks for the zeal and ability the}' have manifested in the 
means of carriage, and in their various transactions with the native 
chiefs and tribes, tending to facilitate and secure the descent of the 
several columns of the army. 

“ By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India, 

T. H. Maduock, 

Secretanj to the Govt, of India, 

with the Govr, Gcnl." 


To T. H. Mabdock Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, with the 
Governor General, dated Sukktir, 12th October, 1842. 

“ Sir, — I lose no time in forwarding the enclosed despatch from 
Major General England, which has this moment reached me. I hope I 

2 Q 
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may bo allo'wed to offer my congratuktions to the Governor General on 
the successful termination of so arduous and difficult an operation 
• I have, &c 

C NAriEB^ Mo;or General ‘ 


7b T. H MAonocK, Esq , Secrelari/ to the Government of India, xath the 
Governor General, dated Camp near Daiur, lOfA October, 1842 


“ Sib, — I have the honor to acquaint you for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor General m Council, that the troops des- 
tined to descend to the Indus by the Bolan Pass, finally evacuated 
Quetta on the 1st instant, and have accomphshed their march through 
that defile without much difficulty 

“2 In order to facihtate the movement of this large body, which 
' ‘ed of more than 


of artillery, and 
it into three co- 
lumns of route, retaining the Ivt in as light a form of eqmpment as pos- 
sible, m the hope and supposition that, if the tribes through whose 
country we sho^d pass were inclined to attack us, they would prefer to 
make their chief efforts on the last departing division , and I, therefore, 
sent the greater portion of the sick and pubhc stores with the leading 
divisions accordingly 

"8 It has proved that this conjecture was right, because the two 
preceding divisions have been wholly unmolested in their progress 
through the Pass, whereas on the rooming of the 3d, I found the Ka- 
kurs posted m some numbers on the steep ground, which commands the 
upper extremity of the narrow zigzag near Sir-i-bohm 

" 4 These msurgents, however, had only tune to dehver b few 
rounds on the column, when their attention was fully engaged hy the 
flankmg parties which covered our left, and which 1 now reinforced by 
'i strong detachment of the 6th Regiment Bombay Native Infantry, and 
by nearly the whole of the 5th Repment Irregular Infantry, under 
Major Woodhouse and Captain Macdonell, respectively 

“5 I had every reason to be satisfied with the handsome manner 
in which our troops ascended these stupendous heights, and cleared 
them ol the enemy "Major ^oodhou«e speaks very highly of the con- 
duct of i 

•‘G ( •' * 


as well 

Kundye where I had good reason to expect again to meet some nosuie 
tnbes , but the total disappointment of the Kakurs on the 3d, and the 
effectual ffanking arrangement nude on all occasions by our troops 
seem to haie prevented any renewal of interruption 

‘ 7 I beg leave to enclose a list of the casualties, which have occur- 
red during the passage of the Bolan defile 
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'• 8. As I now consider the chief difiiculties of this march to have 
terminated, I trust I may he permitted to bring to the notice of His 
Lordship, the Governor Geucnil, the general good conduct of the troops 
I have laid the honor to command during these jmolongcd mid laborious 
operations ; and I venture to submit the names of Major Waddington, 
Commanding Engineer ; Major Wyllic, Major of Brigade ; Major Boyd, 
acting Assistant Quarter Master General ; Captain Davidson, Dcjmty 
Commissar)’ Gencml, and Surgeon Wight, in chief medical charge ; and 
to claim His Lordship’s favorable estimate of the exertions of these 
Oflicers in their several departments and caiiacitics ; and it is with the 
utmost satisfaction I am enabled to assure His Lordshiji, that owing to 
the discipline which has been exacted, these British columns, in emerg- 
ing from the Bolan Pass, will leave amongst the peaceable inhabitants 
of the countries they have quitted, a well merited character for forbeiu-- 
ance and humanity ; whilst in the deliberate and systematic order of 
their march, during which every enemy has been beaten off, and no 
stores lost or captured, the power of our arms has been alike equally 
and imperiously made manifest. 

“ 9. The garrison of Sebcc will be withdrawn to-morrow, and that 
of Dadur on the 12th or 13th, when I projjosc to rc.sumc my progress 
to the Indus. 

" I have, &c. 

11. E.vguani), Majo) General, 

Commanding Scinde Field Force” 


Return of Casualties in skirmishes with the Enemy, since the 7na}'ch of 
the Head-quarters from Quetta on the 1st, to its arrival at Dadur on 
the 9th instant. Camp Dadur, IQth October, 1842. 

“ Killed — 20th N. I. 1 Assistant Surgeon. 5th Irregular Infantry 
(late Shah's) 1 jjrivatc. 

“ Wounded. — 6th N. I. 1 private ; 20th do. 2 do. and 1 bheesty ; 6th 
Irregular Infantry (late Shah’s,) I subadar, 5 privates and 1 tent lascar, 
Poona Auxiliar)'^ Horse. 

" Missing. — 20th N. I. 4 dooly bearers. 

“ Remarks. — Assistant Surgeon J. Bridewell, killed. 

“ The Brahoee ehief, Mahomed Khan, slightly wounded, and one 
horse killed. 

H. Wyllie, Major, 

Major of Brigade, Scinde Force.” 

“ Dangerously wounded 1 private. — Severely do, 3 privates, 1 bhees- 
ty, 1 tent lascar. — Slightly do. 1 subadar and 4 privates.” 
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RELFASE OF DOS.T MAHOMED KHAN 


The troops hurried through the Punjab, and the Governor General 
prepared for their due reception at Ferozepore, and took measures for 
putting a climax to the Affghamstan episode in the History of the 
Bntish Indian Empire His first act was to restore the Ex Ameer 
Post Mahomed and his family to freedom , a measure which, while it 
relieved the Government of a burthensome charge upon its finances, 
gave to at least one of His Lordship’s acts, an air of rationahty and 
clemencj The ostensible motives for the release of the state prisoners 
are set forth m a Notification, heanog date 25th October, which is here 
subjomed — 


Secret lieparlment Smla, 25tk October — ' The advance of the Bn- 
tish armies to Ghuznee and Cabool having led to the restoration to 
freedom of the Bntish pnsoners in the hands of the Affghans, Do«t 
Mahomed Khan, his wives and family, and the wife and family of Ma- 
homed Akbar Khan and many Affghan chiefs, remain m the absolute 
power of the British Gov ernment, without havmg any means of procur 
mg their liberation 

*' To tins condition of disgrace and danger has Mahomed Akhar 
lihan reduced his father and bis wife, and his family, and the chiefs, 
his countrymen, by making war upon women, and prefernng the con 
tinuance of theu captivity and suffenng for objects connected onij with 
his own safety to the general exchange of prisoner®, which was offered 
by the British Government, and the consequent restoration to liberty of 
tbo'e, who*e honor and whose happiness should have been mo®t dear to 
him 

But the Bntish Government is desirous of terminating, at the ear- 
liest penod, aT ’ i- i- and 

the Governor ■ prisoners 

who were m t ost m ac- 

cordance with clemency and humanity, dedares that, when the Bntish 
annj , returning from Affgham^tan shall have passed the Indus, all the 
Affghans, now in tlie power of the Bntish Government, shall be permit- 
ted to return to their countrj 

‘ The Affghan chiefs who are thus released, will before they pa«s the 
Sutlej, present themselves at the durbar* of the Governor Generd m bis 
camp at Ferozepore 

The wives of PoH Mahomed Khan and Mahomed Akbar Khan, and 
all the ladies of the familj and household shall he conducted with all res- 
pect to the frontiers of Affghanistan ” 


* Tb > tat tequentir dbi^ntrd w tb 
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As a set-ofF to the grace and common sense of this act, Lord Ellen- 
horough subsequently indulged himself with the extraordinary frealc dis- 
closed in the following General Orders : — 

General Orders by the Right Hon'ble the Governor General, Political 
Department, Simla, the November, 1842. 

" Major General Nott having, in pursuance of his instructions, re- 
moved the gates of the temple of Somnauth from the tomb of Sultan 
Mahomed, of Guznee, and brought them with his army to India, the 
Governor General is pleased to make the following orders, with a view 
to the secure and honorable transmission of those illustrious trophies of 
victory, to the temple from which they were taken by Sultan Mahomed, 
in the year a. n. 1020 : — 

“ Major General Nott will select an officer from amongst those who 
were present at the capture of Ghuznee, to accompany the gates of 
the temple of Somnauth, and to communicate wdth the several chiefs, 
through whose territories the trophies will be carried, for the purpose of 
malting every necessary previous arrangement for their safe reception 
and transmission, and for the avoiding of confusion on the march. 

“ This officer will receive an allowance of 1,000 rupees a month. 

“ Major General Nott will likewise select, from amongst the officers 
and soldiers present at the capture of Ghuznee, 

“ 1 Captain ; 1 Lieutenant ; 1 Assistant Surgeon ; 2 Subadars ; 2 Je- 
madars ; 10 Havildars ; 10 Naicks ; 101 Sepoys and 2 Native Doctors. 

“ These Officers and Soldiers will form the escort of the trophies, 
from the bridge of the Sutlej to Somnauth. 

“ Captain Herries, of H. M. 43d Regiment, A. D. C. to the Gover- 
nor General, and a detachment of the Body Guard, wiU accompany the • 
escort. 

“ The Officers and Soldiers escorting the trophies, will receive 
double hatta during their special service ; and all the Native Officers 
and Soldiers, will have one year’s furlough granted to them on their 
return to their respective Regiments. 

“ By Order of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India, 

T. H. Maddock, 

Sec. to the Government, loith the Govr. Genl.” 


“Notification. — Political Department, Simla, \Gth November. — The 
Governor General is pleased to direct the publication of the following 
letter, which translated into the Hindee language, has been transmitted 
to the several Princes and Chiefs to whom it is addressed, and circulat- 
ed generally throughout India. 

“ By Order of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India, 

T. H. Maudock, 

Sec. to the Government of India, with the Govr. Genl.” 
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From the Governor General to all the Pnnces and Chiefs and People of 
India 

“ My Brothers and my Friends, — Our victonous army liear the gates 
of the temple of Somnauth, in triumph from Affghamstan, and the des 
polled tomb of Sultan Mahmood loola upon the rums of Ghuznee 
" The insult of 800 years is at last avenged The gates of the tem- 
ple of Somnauth, so long the metnonal of your humihation, are become 
the proudest record of your national glory, the proof of your supen- 
only m arms over the nations beyond the Indus 

” To you, Pnnces and Chiefs of Sirhind, of Rajwara of Malwa, and 
of Guzerat, I shall commit this glorious trophy of successful t\ar 
" You Wl, yourselves, with all honor, transmit the gates of sandal- 
wood through your respective temtones to the re«tored temple of 
Sonmauth 

“ The Chiefs of Sirhmd «haU be informed, at what time our >ncto 
nous army will first dehier the gates of the temple into their guardian 
ship, at the foot of the bndge of the Sutlq 

** My Brothers and my Fnends.— 1 have ever rehed, with confidence 
upon your attachment to the Bntish Government You see how worthy 
it proves Itself of your love, when, regarding your honor as its own, it 
exerts the power of its arms to restore to you the gates of the temple 
of Somnau^, so long the memorial of your subjection to the Affghans 
" For myself, identified with you in interest and m feelmg, 1 regard 
with all your own enthusiasm, the high achievements of that heroic 
army, reflecting alike immortal honor upon my natiie and upon my 
adopted country 

“ To preserve and to improve the happy union of our two countries, 
necessary as it is to the welfare of both, is the constant object of my 
thoughts Upon that uniou depends the secunty of every ally, as well 
as of every subject of the Bntish Government, from the mi'enes where 
hv, in former times, India was afflicted through that alone has our 
army now waved its triumphant standards over the rums of Ghuznee, 
and planted them upon the Bala Hissar of Cabool 

“ May that good Providence, which has hitherto so mamfe'stly pro 
tected me, still extend to me its favor, that I may «o u^e the power 
now entrusted to my hands, as to advance your prospenty, and •secure 
your happmesa, by placing the umon of onr two countnes upon founda 
tions which may render it eternal Ellendorouou ' 

At this puenle piece of business, the wmmon sense of the Briti«h 
commumty at large revolted The mim^tera of rchgion protested 
against it as n most unpardonable homage to an idolatrous temple, 
the Hmdoo rejected the notion of a restoration which existed only on 
the fancy of the Governor General, for the crumbling edifice at Som- 
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Hath had long been tenanted and defdcd hj’- the Mussulman ; and tlie 
Mupsidman “ Chiefs and Princes” -were offended at a compliment at- 
tempted to he paid to the Hindoos at their expense. Ridiculed hy the 
Press of India and of England ; laughed at hy the people of his own 
I)arly in Parliament ; Lord Ellenhorough halted the gates at Agra, and 
postponed, {sine die it is to he hoped,) the completion of the monstrous 
piece of folly, he had more than begun to perpetrate. 

Turning from the piece of silliness, it has hccu rather a matter of duty 
than of pleasure to record, let us close this “ strange eventful history” 
of the campaigns in Aflghanistan and Scindc, hy a summary of the 
measures taken hy the Government, for recognising the distinguished 
sen-ices of those, who had heen cmplo 3 -cd in rendering political and 
miliUu-j- sernce. 

The returning army was received on its arrival at Fcrozcporc under 
triumphal arches, the Armj- of Rcscn-c presenting arms to the Illustri- 
ous Garrison of Jell.alahad ; the Genends were fclcd at halls and dinners ; 
the dignity of Grand Cross of the Bath was conferred upon Generals 
Nott and Pollock, the intermediate grades being over-leapt ; Medals 
cast for the occasion at the Calcutta Mint, were conferred upon the 
Heroes of Ghuzni and Jcllalahad ; the men who had composed Shah 
Soqjah’s Regiments at Candahar and Jcllalahad, were incorjiorated into 
the regular arm)', as a reward for their good conduct, and a similar 
honor was paid to the regiment commanded by Captain Craigie at the 
defence of Khelat-i-Gliilzic. On Sir William Nott was bestowed tlie 
lucrative office of Envoy at the Court of Lucknow ; while a further 
Queen’s Brevet raised many of the Captains, who had been most pro- 
minent in the campaigns to the ranlc of Field Officers, and a liberal distri- 
bution of the Order of the Bath decorated the breasts of all who had 
commanded regiments, or otherwdse distinguished themselves in the 
arduous senice. Pensions were granted hy the Queen’s Government 
and the Court of Directors to Colonel Dennie’s daughters ; General 
McCaskill was made a Knight Commander of the Bath ; the fiengal 
Civilians presented Sir R. Sale, with a sword ; the Society of Bombay 
made a similar gift to Major Outram ; Medals were struck and distri- 
buted to those who served under General Nott at Candahar and 
Ghuznie; and while the 13th Light Infantry resolved to perpetuate 
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ACQUITTA.I. OF THE PRISONERS 


Denme’s bra^erj by ti monument, the inhabitants of Bombay determin 
cd to erect one to the memory of all who had perished in the four 
years’ campaign The surviving officers who had delivered themselves 
up to Mahomed Akbar Khan dunng the disastrous retreat , Colonel 
Palmer who had ‘'urrendered GhuEni hfijor Pottmger who had signed 
the con\ ention , and General Shelton who had otherwise, it was suppos- 
ed, infringed the articles of titut during the blockade of Cabul, were 
subjected to the ordeal of Courts Martials , but a full and honorable ac- 
quittal was the result of each trial, and they were restored to the service 
to become, hereafter, it is to be hoped, the more valuable to their 
country, by reason of the experience they have acquired on the field of 
adversity 
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No. I. 

THE PURSUIT OF DOST MAHOxMMED KHAN. 

By Major Outram, of the Bombay Army. 

The army of the Indus resumed its march towards Cabul, on the 30th 
July, leaving the Bombay Brigade to follow it with Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, 
and his contingent. On the 1st and 2d of August, we advanced two 
marches to Hyderzye, halting on the 3d to enable His Majesty to over- 
take us. 

Authentic accounts having here been received of the flight of the 
Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan towards Bamian, and the abandonment of 
his Artillery at Meidan, two thousand of the Shiih’s Affghans, under Hadji 
Khan Kakur, or as he was officially styled, Nusseer-ood-Dowlah,* were 
ordered to proceed in pursuit ; the under named British officers, with one 
hundred of our own Cavalry, regular and irregular, volunteering to ac- 
company the party under my orders, for the purpose of stimulating their 
exertions, and checking the commission of barbarities, in the event of the 
fugitive and his family falling into our hands. Captain Wheeler, Major of 
Brigade, Bengal Cavalry Brigade; Captain Backhouse, M. B. Bengal 
Artillery Brigade; Captain Troup, M. B. Shah’s Contingent; Captain 
Christie, Commanding Regiment Shah’s Cavalry ; Captain Lawrence, Bengal 
Cavalry ; Lieutenant Ry ves. Adjutant 4th Local Horse ; Captain Keith 
Erskine, Poona Auxiliary Horse; Lieutenant Broadfoot, Shah’s Goorkah 
Battalion; Lieutenant Hogg, Bombay Staff; and Doctor Worral, Local 
Horse. 

At 4 p. M. our party assembled, according to orders, at the tents of the 
Envoy, where the Affghans were also to have been in reaSness; but al- 
though we waited until dark, not more than three hnnarei snective men 
could be mustered, the residue of those present coniiEnnr d: iroia four to 
five hundred Afighan rabble, mounted upon ana Ennred ponies. 

It was however stated that all who were Btill aefinhnn wfiina shortly fol- 

* Tlie Derender of She 
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low, and our detail was for the present reinforced by one hundred of Cap- 
tain Christie s Horse Hadji Khan Eakur was extremely desirous that we 
should pursue the high road ns far as Meidan, m order to take up the tract 
of the fugitive thence , nor was it until I had repeatedly urged upon him 
the obvious impossibility of our ever, by such a mode of proceeding, over- 
taking Dost Mabommed Khan, who had already obtained a start of twenty- 
four hours, that he would ultimately consent to furnish guides, who were 
instructed to lead us across the hills by the nearest route, so as to inter- 
sect that of the Ameer about three marches beyond Meidan 

We marched during the first night about thirty-two miles, crossing 
several ranges of hills, and winding along the channels of many nvers, 
until 7 A u when we reached Goda, a small Tillage situated m a confined 
but fertile valley But although several halts had been made, in order to 
admit of the stragglers closing up, not more than one hundred of the 
Affghana had arrived with ua, the rest dropping in during the day, bear- 
ing unequivocal evidence of the cause of their detention, in the plunder 
with which they were laden 

4th Resumed our march in the evcnmg, Hadji Khan being however, 
roost reluctant to advance The road which was extremely bad, wound 
along the channels of mountaia torrents, and the face of precipitous bills 
After proceeding ten miles, we bivouacked until 2 o’clock, when the moon 
having risen, we pushed on again until 7 a. m of the 5tb, surmounting the 
Pugman range by a lofty and precipitous pass, and finally encamping at a 
small Tillage calleS Kadur i Suffeid, which, however, afforded no food fbr 
the people beyond parched corn Barely fifty of the Affghana came up 
With us, but the rest straggled in before the evening Information being 
here received that Dost Mabommed Khan was at ibe village of Yourt, one 
march in our front, Hadji Khan became urgent to halt, in order that we 
might send back for a reinforcement, declaring that the Ameer, who has 
Upwards of two thousand followers, is far too strong to he encountered by 
our present force, with any chance of a successful issue. 

Having insisted, however, upon going on, 1 ordered a muster of the 
Affghans at 4 p m , but waited until sun set before they could be assem 
bled, in all to the number of about seven hundred and fifty, not more 
than three hundred of these being mounted on war horses ^Vith extreme 
difficulty, and after much altercation, these were at length induced to 
proceed, with the prospect of overtaking the fugitive m the morning at 
Hurxar, bis next halt bejond kourl, but whether through accident or 
design, we had not advanced four miles, before the guides, who were under 
charge of Hadji Khan’s men, were reported to have deserted ft was 
then pitch dark, and being left m the midst of interminable ravines, where 
no trace oven of a foot path existed, wc had no altemalire but to halt 
until day break, and did not in consequence reach kourt until 7 w 
of the following day, the Cth At this time few of the Affghans were 
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forthcoming, and no arguments could at first prevail on Hadji Khan to 
advance sixteen miles further to Hurzar, where we had positive intelli- 
gence of the presence of the object of our pursuit. At length, however, 
he was induced to promise most solemnly, that he would press on in the 
evening, and as some consolation for the present delay, we now entertain- 
ed hopes of being enabled to .beat up the Ameer’s quarters during the 
night. 

Having mounted, according to previous agreement, at 4. p. m., we pro- 
ceeded to the tent of Hadji Khan Kakur, with a view of ascertaining 
the reason that the Afighans were not prepared. He now entered into 
a long story, setting forth the hardships endured by his men, who, in the 
absence of any thing to eat, would, he averred, be in no condition to face 
Dost Mahommed Kban until reinforcements should arrive; and the dis- 
cussion having been continued in this strain until sunset, it terminated 
at length in his promising to make a forced march in the morning of 
double the distance, although nothing should induce either him or them 
to advance another step that night. Possessing no authority to act 
without the Affghaus, or indeed to do more than second them if necessary, 
and Dost Mahommed Khan’s escort being, moreover, unquestionably too 
strong for our own small party, which consisted of no more than one 
hundred horse, I was again compelled to rest satisfied with the Khan’s 
assurance, and most reluctantly to delay our advance. 

All accounts agree in representing the fugitive to be escorted by at 
least two thousand followers, of whom nearly five hundred are said to be 
superior cavalry, whilst the rest consist of matchlockmen and jussailchees ; 
but their progress being retarded by the sickness of one of the young 
Princes, who is compelled to travel on a litter, our prospect of overtaking 
the party is greatly increased, and I have therefore distinctly informed 
Hadji Khan that in event of his hanging back on the morrow, we shall pur- 
sue the Ameer with our small detachment alone ; troubling him for none 
of the assistance which he appears so reluctantly to afford. 

Shortly after nightfall, Hadji Khan Kakur came over to my tent, and 
long endeavoured to impress upon me the rashness of our overtaking Dost 
Mahommed Khan, whose party so greatly exceeded our own in numerical 
strength; hinting, that whilst many of our own Affghans were traitors 
upon whom in the hour of need no dependence could be placed, the fol- 
lowers of the Ameer’s fortunes were desperate, and bound in honor to sa- 
crifice their lives in defence of their families by whom they are accompa- 
nied. To this I replied, that he was at liberty to act as he thought proper, 
but that for our own parts, whenever we did come up with the fugitive, 
it was our determination to attack him, w'hether he assisted us or staid 
behind. The waiting for a reinforcement, I informed him, was tantamount, 
he well knew, to giving Dost Mahommed Khan a free passport through 
the country ; as it was not probable that the Ameer would await it's 
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arrival Failiflg m Ins object of shaking our resolution therefore, the Khan 
at last left the lent, and seating himself a few j atds from the door, conversed 
in the dark, in an undertone of voice, with three or four of his chiefs, for 
more than an hour The latter were overheard to upbraid him for assist 
ing the Fenngees in their endeavors to arrest Dost Mahonimed Khan, en- 
quiring wherein the Ameer had ever injured him , and although the result 
of their deliberations did not transpire, Iladji Khan was heard to admit 
the truth of all that they had advanced It rained and bailed violently 
during the night, and our people have had nothing to eat for the two last 
days, except a little parched unnpe com 
7tli August We marched at day break, and on arriving at Hnrzar, 
found traces of the Ameer a encampment of yesterday Pcrceiying these, 
Nusseer ood Dowlah stopped, on pretext of affording a little rest to his 
men, and was anxiona to induce ua to follow his example , hut I insisted 
upon advancing at once with out own detachment About a mile farther 
On the road, we were met by deserters from the camp of Dost Mahonimed 
Khan, who informed us that they bad left the Ameer early this motmog 
at Ealloo, and that there were then no signs of bis being about to depart. 

1 rode hack instantly to Hadji Khan to apprise him of this piece of intelii 
gence, entreating him to come on at once with his AGghans , hut he again 
loudly protested against the madness of sneh a proceeding, declaring 
that we must inevitably be defeated, and thus bring disgrace upon the beid 
of the Shah,— that by our precipitation we should drive the Ameer to 
desperation, whereas by his own tudbter (precautions) he bad closed tho 
roads beyond Bamtan whence the fugitive could not possibly escape , and 
if we were but prudent, must assuredly fall into our hands The Affghaus, 
he added, were weary and hungry, and their immediate advance was 
therefore out of the question Finding it impossible to overcome his scru 
pies, I arose, and was proceeding to mount my horse, when Hadji Khan 
following me, seized me by the arm, and loudly entreated me not to thmk 
of advancing, threatening rather to detain me by force, than to permit my 
rushing on certain destruction Upon this I broke from him with tbe 
assurance, that altbough he might come on or tarry as he pleased, it was 
my full determination to march upon Kalloo, and finding Dost Mahom- 
med Khan there, to attack bun, when, should I prove unsuccessful, Aw 
would he the disgrace, and he should answer for the consequences 

At 3 p « we reached Kalioo, only to have the mortipcation of find 
mg that Dost Mahomtned Khan had departed so many hours previously, 
that he must ere then have surmounted the Kalloo Pass, the highest of 
the Umdoo Koosb "With horses and men knocked up, mght fast ap 
ptoachiog, and no signs of support from the Affghans every oae ot whom 
had remamed behind with the Khan at ffurzar, it was of coufsff pcefcet^y 
useless to proceed further We had already been nine hours in the 
die, and had cro*sed the Ilajee Guk Pass, twelve thousand ftet above the 
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ocean ; the snow, fcom that liciglit, being observable, lying at least fifteen 
hundred feet below us. AVhen compared with the cross-paths by which 
we had previously advanced, however, the road from Yourt had proved 
excellent. In the evening we were so fortunate as to obtain a meal 
of flour for our men, encamping for the night at the foot of the Koh-i- 
Baba, literally ‘ the Father of Mountains.’ The summit of this peak, which 
has derived its name from the circumstance of its being the loftiest of the 
Hindoo-Koosh, is elevated twenty thousand feet above the level of the sea, 
and is covered with eternal snow. 

On the morning of the 8th, we were joined by Captains Taylor and Trevor, 
with a reinforcement of thirty troopers, and about three hundred AIT- 
ghans — whose presence appeared to have inspirited Nusseer-ood-Dowlah 
into coming up also ; although he had not scrupled yesterday to leave us to 
face Dost Mahommed Khan by ourselves, and, equally unaided, to repel 
the chiippao or night attack, which he confidently predicted would be made 
on the part of the Ameer, and of which he himself entertained gi'eat alarm. 
Being ourselves, however, well aware that it was the sole object of the 
fugitive to escape, we had felt convinced that no attempt of an offensive 
nature would be made. Here Hadji Khan again urged upon me the neces- 
sity of our halting for further reinforcements, averring that Dost Mahom- 
med Khan would undoubtedly make a determined stand at Bamian ; be- 
yond which place there was no prospect of his escaping, all the roads hav- 
ing been closed by the arrangements which he had made to raise the 
Huzarahs and other, tribes. To this I again replied as before, that it was 
only by overtaking Dost Mahommed Khan at Bamian, that we could feel 
at all assured of his making a stand there ; whereas by delaying, we, in 
my opinion, rendered the escape of the fugitive certain, my reliance on his 
(Hadji Khan’s) tudbeer, being, at best, very slender. 

He then went over the old ground, and reiterated the certainty of 
our being defeated, to the tarnishing of the Shah’s fame ; but I informed 
him that there was in our dictionary no such word as retreat, and that 
we did not choose, under any circumstances to risk our own fame by suf- 
fering Dost Mahommed Khan to effect his escape unmolested, so long 
as there existed the most remote prospect of our being able to overtake 
him — concluding by assuring him, that the disgrace would fall upon those 
who hung back from the encounter, and would in no degree attach itself to 
us, so long as we strove, at all hazards, to effect the object upon which we 
had been despatched by the Shah. On my proceeding to mount my 
horse, the Khan again laid hold of me, and after endeavouring by entreaties 
to detain me, had recourse, as before, to menaces, of force, which ended in 
his actually withholding the guides. Breaking from him, however, and 
marching on my men without them, I was soon afterwards agreeably 
surprised at perceiving the Hadji also advancing, — a step to which he had, 

I presume, been forced by very shame. 
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Iq tbe course of this day, we surmounted the pass of Shutut i gardan^ 
or the Camel s Jfeck, of which the alutude js not given by Sir \lexander 
Burues, who, finding it impassible from snow in tbe month of May, 
was obliged to adopt a more circuitous route ^Ve estimated the height to 
be at least three thousand feet above the pass of Hadjee Gut over which 
we bad travelled yesterday, tbe acclivity being so extremely steep, that 
we were compelled to lead our horses the whole way up , and the des 
cent although less abrupt, being even greater than tbe ascent 
Arriving after dark, at a deserted village at tbe foot of the ghaut, we 
baited on the bants of a stream which flows into the Oxus, less with a 
view of resting our fatigued horses than to admit of tbe Affghans coming 
up On learning from me my mtentiou of pressing on to Bamian at 2 
o'clock m the morning, Nusseer ood Dowlah implored me not to tbmk 
of advancmg until dawn, few of his own people having yet arrived, and 
there existing, in bis opinion, do probability whatever of Dost Mahommed 
Khans escaping beyond that place At length, finding that all other ar 
guments failed in shaking my determination, he plainly informed me that 
he was so surrounded by traitors amongst tbe Aflgbans, that he could not 
venture to march with them at mght “ In broad daylight, ’ he contmued, 
“ I may be able to take them oo, but if you do encounter Dost Mabommcd 
Khan, not one of tbe Affghans will draw a sword against him, nor will 1 
be responsible that they do not turn against yourself in tho melie " Oo 
my return he insisted upon sending a guard with me, having previously 
stated, that it was not safe that f should proceed unattended amongst the 
Affgbaos, so far even a$ my own bivouac 
This refusal on the part of Hadji Kban Kakur, added to the fact of 
out horses being completely knocked up by the day s work, compelled 
us to wait patiently until day break, sending on, however, two oflicerv 
of our patty to teconuoitre, with instructions to gallop back from Bamian 
with information of any symptoms that might be observed, of the intended 
departure thence of Post Mahommed Khan, in order that we might m 
that case hasten our advance accordingly In the mean time a council 
of war having been held, it was resolved that on the Ameer turning to op- 
pose u3, of which, on our overtakmg him to-morrow, as we expect to do, 
there can be no doubt, the thirteen British officers who are present with 
this force, shall charge m the centre of the little band, every one directing 
his mdmdual efforts against the person of Dost Mahommed Khan, whose 
fall must thus be rendered next to certain It being evident that all tbe 
Affghans on both aides will turn against us, unless we are immediately aoc- 
cessful, this plan of attack appears to afford tbe only chance of escape to 
those who may survive , and it is an object of paramount importance to 
eflhct tbe destruction of the Ameer, »thw than to permit hu escape al- 
though crowded as usual Into one small rowtie, (marquee,) with to 
cat, nothing whatever to drink, and no bed on which to lit, savin, our 
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sliecp-skin cloaks, our little party, always cheerful and merry, has never 
been more happy than on this night, under the exciting expectation of so 
glorious 'a struggle in the morning. All prospect of danger on such oc- 
casions as these is met by the soldier with the gratifying conviction that 
should he fall, he will have earned an enviable place in the recollection of 
those loved, though distant friends, in whose memory he most desires to 
live. 


THE ESCAPE OF DOST MAHOMMED KHAN. 

9th August. Whilst in the act of mounting our horses at break of day, 
information was brought in that Dost Mahommed Khan, instead of halting 
yesterday at Bamian, as from the reiterated assurances of Hadji Klian we 
had been led to anticipate, had on the contrary passed through that place 
in the forenoon; and his family having previously been sent on, had 
himself pushed forward at once to Akrabad, another march in advance- 
This morning he was to be at Sygan, twenty-five or thirty miles further, 
on the verge of the Shah’s territory ; and to-night at Kamurdunda, under 
the protection of the “Waly,” an independent Uzbec Chieftain, who is at 
enmity with Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk. Upon receiving this intelligence, I 
informed Nusser-ood-DowIah, that should it prove to be correct, he should 
answer with his head for the escape of the Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan, 

Arriving at Bamian, twelve miles in advance, we there found about 
seventy horsemen who had shortly before been dismissed by the Ameer ; 
and they, as well as two spies belonging to the mission, whom we also 
found, confirm the information received this morning, together with all 
that had previously been reported to us respecting the strength of his 
escort. They also state, that the young Prinee is now sufficiently recover- 
ed to be able to exchange the litter in whieh he has hitherto travelled, for 
the back of an Elephant. There being, under such circumstances, not the 
smallest hope of our now overtaking the fugitive within the Shah’s terri- 
tories, to which we have been restricted, or indeed of inducing the Affghans 
to advance one step further, — the officers of our Cavalry having, more- 
over, represented that their horses are incapable, through want of food 
and rest, of making further forced marches immediately, we have here been 
compelled to relinquish the pursuit, nothing being now left for us but to 
await the result of a letter which I yesterday forwarded through Hadji 
Khan Kakur, to the Chiefs who accompany the Ameer. Here we have 
obtained both green corn and peas for our people, and although no grain 
is to be had, there is abundance of good forage for the horses. 

10th, Early this morning, a message from Nusseer-ood-Dowlah request- 
ed my attendance at a meeting, already convened, of all the Affghan 
Sirdars. Accompanied by Lieutenant Hogg, I repaired thither immediately, 

c 
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and found bim along witli about twenty of the Chiefs, seated m an open 
field, and sutrounded by a mob of followers, who on our approach met 
me with clamorous demands to return,— Hadjt Khan himself taking the 
rUad, and declaring roundly that having no food for his people, neither he 
nor they would stay a minute longer I replied that my people were as 
badly off as his, hut that they were content to subsist upon parched com 
in preference to giving up the aemce upon which they had been sent out, 
that it behoved none of us to go hack until we had received the Shah s 
orders, or at all events, until sufficient tune bad been allowed for an answer 
to arrive to the letter which had been addressed yesterday to the adherents 
of Dost Mahommed Khan Nusseer^ood Dowlah continuing obstinate, I 
informed him that he might go or stay as be pleased, but that we should 
remain where we were, and shonld make him answer to the king for any 
consequences to ourselves from his desertion 

I then returned to my own tent, whither both Hadjt Khan and the 
Chiefs shortly followed me, the latter in order to beg that 1 would recon 
aider my rash resolve, and depart at once “ We have arrived, they said, 

“ thus far without molestation through the protection of the Khan alone, 
and once deprived of it, cannot fail to be destroyed by the surrounding 
tribes, which are now only restrained by their awe of his presence To 
all this, however, I did but repeat my determination not to move until at 
least time had been given for the arrival of an answer to car letter, where- 
upon the Khan immediately applied for a written paper authonzmg his 
Own departure This ( of course refused, assuring him at the same time, 
that his going would be his own act and deed, and none of my bidding 
Then turning to two of the principal chiefs, whom I knew to be indepen 
dent of Hadji Khan, I stated distinctly to them, that allbough I cared not 
whether the Khan went or staid I should nevertheless expect them to 
remain From an apprehension of offending Nns3eer>ood Dowlah, I con 
elude, they returned no answer at the time, although, they allerwards sent 
to promise adherence to us Hadji Khan, on rising to retire, esclaimed 
"Well, I shall wait until to morrow morning — and then taking off bis 
turban, he added, " and 1 call upon you all to witness that hare-headed 
I have entreated the Sahib to return, the consequences of his not accom 
panying me to morrow are therefore now on his own head ’ Information 
was brought to us in the evening that Hadji Khans people had been 
overheard remarking amongst themselves that they, as well as the inh« 
hitants of the country, had been ordered to do us all the injury m their 
power after the departure of the Kban m the morning 

11th The Chiefs who had promised adherence to ns came betimes to 
complain that, on learning of their resolution fast night, ffadji Khaa h**! 
severely abased them, hut failing to shake their resolution bad himself 
been ultimately obliged to relinquish hia intention of leaving florse* 
were nevertheless saddled, and cverj preparation having been mide bj 
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the Khan for departure, he sent to request an interview. I returned for 
answer that he was already in possession of my sentiments, and that as 
they were unchangeable, further communication was useless. He came 
over in spite of this, and with the deepest hypocrisy declared, that although 
most of his followers had deserted, he had himself determined not to leave 
us, and would stand by us to the last. I replied that although I should 
not have regretted his departure, it w'as perhaps well for himself that he 
had altered his mind ; adding, that I now suspected he had never forwarded 
any letter whatever to the adherents of Dost Mahommed Khan, inasmuch 
as four days were amply sufficient to have put us in possession of a reply ; 
and I concluded by informing him, that unless an answer should be receiv- 
ed by noon of the following day, it was my intention to return to the 
Shah, having received from himself no assistance whatever towards pro- 
visioning my men, notwithstanding that I was well informed of his having 
levied from the district, on his own account, one hundred sheep, and seven 
kurwars of grain. I then addressed to the Envoy and Minister, the follow- 
ing letter ; — 

Bamian, lH/» August, 1839. 

Sir, — On my arrival at this place on the 9th instant, I had the honor 
to address you with information, that the Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan 
had escaped beyond the frontier ; expressing at the same time my inten- 
tion to await the result of a letter that had been addressed to his adherents 
by Nusseer-ood-Dowlah, myself, and others, or the receipt of further or- 
ders from yourself. 

“The accompanying extracts from my journal will explain to you, the 
circumstances under which I have been compelled to resolve on returning 
from Bamian to-morrow, at mid-day, unless supplies, reinforcements, or 
orders to the contrary, shall be received by that time ; when, having com- 
pleted three days at this place, a sufficient period will have elapsed to ad- 
mit of an answer arriving from the adherents of Dost Mahommed Khan, 
to the letter addressed to them on the 8th instant, if it ever was really 
despatched by Hadji Khan Kakur, which I have now reason to doubt, 

“ You will regret to observe, that the conduct of Nusseer-ood Dowlah if 
not criminal, has been most blameable, throughout; his backwardness 
having favored the escape of the Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan, whose 
capture was inevitable, had the Khan pushed on, as he might have done, 
as I repeatedly urged him to do,' and as his troops were perfectly capable 
of doing. 

“ It will be seen from the diary, that the fugitive might have been over- 
taken at Hurzar on the morning of the 6th instant, had not our guides, 
who were under charge of Nusseer-ood-Dowlah ’s people, deserted us during 
the night; that the Khan then insisted on delaying at Yourt, only half 
way to Hurzar, instead of pushing on as urged by me to do ; and that 



although he promised to make up for the delay in the aftcrnooD, he 
ultimately refused to go on, thus retarding our advance till next morning, 
the 7th instant, when we expected to overtake Dost Mahomraed Khan at 
^Kulloo, to which place, in that hope, I was compelled to proceed nith the 
British detachment alone, unsupported by Nusseer ood Dowlah or any of 
the ^ffghan troops, who remained behind at Hurzar, notwithstanding my 
personal solicitations to that Chief 

“ It will be further seen, that he next day again endeavoured to prevent 
our following the fugitive , that he deceived me by repeated false assuran 
ces of Dost Mahotnmed Khan a escape being cut off, and, finally, that he 
formally announced to me his inability to face Dost Mahommed Khan 
with his own Affghans, not a man of whom, he declared, would fight 
against the Ameer even hinting his belief that they were more likely to 
turn against ourselves 

" The whole of the proceedings of Nnasur ood Donlah have thus display- 
ed either the grossest cowardice, or the deepest treachery, and I have now 
performed my duty m making theta known to you 

“ I have the honor to he, &c 

12th Retraced our steps at mid day, twelve miles to the village situ 
ated at the foot of Kulloo Pass, our route followiog the chassel of a stream 
which falls into the Oxus 

13th Marched agam at day break, the ascent of the Pass occupying 
two and a half, and the descent, one and a half hours Halted at the foot 
of the Hajee Oak Pass, after being m the saddle five and a quarter hours , 
the distance we estimated to be twelve miles Hadji Khan Kakut urges 
our marching to-morrow to Oomje, seven or eight miles beyond Yourt, 
this being at least seventeen miles fartber than we could induce him to 
march during our advance, when expedition was so great an object, and 
while our horses were far more fresh than they now are On that occasion 
no entreaties could prevail on him to come on from Yourt (o ont present 
ground, ivbere Dost Mahommed Khan was then eupposed to be, but bav 
mg himself halted with his Affghans nine miles short of this place, he 
suffered us to proceed by ourselves to encounter the Ameer 

Hth During last night the wafer m our wash-band basins was fro- 
zen over Marched to within a short distance of Gurdan Dcnal, over a 
good horse road An easy ascent of about half o mile leads to the top of 
the Ilajee Guk Pass, on the summit of trhich nc found the pools frozen 
Thence the path descends down the bed of a stream the whole way to the 
Ilelmond nver, on which Gurdan Dcwal is situated "Wc were five and a 
half hours in the saddle, and estimated the distance at eighteen or nine- 
teen wnles 

15lb To Sir 1 Chnshnin nominally the source of the Cabul nver, ou 
we had in reality folloncd *v rivulet for ten miles before reaching these 
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copious springs whicli here unite with it. Five hours in the saddle. 
Estimated distance seventeen or eighteen miles, the first five or six leading 
over numerous steep stony ascents and declivities to the summit of a Pass, 
the name of which has escaped me — and thence descending the whole 
way through a narrow valley. 

IGth. Kot-i-Ashroo. Five hours, seventeen miles; the road being a 
continuation of the same valley, which widens and terminates at Meidan. 

17th. Over the Oomje Pass to Cabul, six hours. The path easy, and not 
very steep, and the estimated distance twenty miles. 

19th. Nusseer-ood-Dowlah arrested by order of the King on a charge of 
treason, and for having favored the escape of Dost Mahommed Khan : — 
undeniable proofs against him having now been obtained, in addition to 
the palpable obstacles which he threw in the way of our pursuit of the 
fugitive, and his personal refusal to advance when the Ameer was known 
to be within our reach. 

I here take leave of Hadji Khan Kakur, but the reader will find his early 
history in a paper by Mr. Masson, in the Transactions of the Bombay 
Geographical Society for May last. 

From what I personally gathered, it appears that he commenced life in 
the humble capacity of a melon vender, and raised himself to the highest 
rank by cunning and enterprise, though, strange to say, invariably chang- 
ing sides when his interest prompted him to do so. Having deserted 
Dost Mahommed Khan to join the Candahar Sirdars, he abandoned the 
latter on our approach to that city, thus forcing them to fly without 
striking a blow. For this service Shah Shooja ennobled him by the title 
of “ Nusseer-ood-Dowlah,” and conferred on him a jaghire of three lacs of 
Rupees annually, in the vain hope of purchasing his fidelity ; but it has 
now transpired, that he had actually leagued himself with others to attack 
the King on any change of fortune, and with this view had stood aloof 
vVith his Affghans until the day after Ghuzni fell, when he presented him- 
self with the most lavish professions of devotion. Again, he was entrusted 
with the pursuit of Dost Mahommed Khan, it being naturally supposed 
that he was too deeply committed against that Chief, to admit of a pos- 
sibility of their coalition, but he was nevertheless engaged in a correspon- 
dence with him during the whole proceeding, and the result has been 
shewn in the foregoing pages. It is now only necessary to add, that he is 
a State prisoner at Qhunar. 
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rough notes 

By CArxAiM Lewis Beovk, cf the 5th Beytment Bombay Natne Infantry, 
of a Tnp in Me Murree htlU, and detention tn Kahun 

Having been appointed to the command of a detachment about to occu- 
py Kahun, a walled town in the Murree hills, I proceeded to Poolajee en 
route, in company with Lieutenant Clarke, 2d Grenadiers, on the 8th 
April 1840— On the morning of the 8th I reached that post, and found 
the following detachment asaemhled — 

300 Bayonets, 5th Regiment, under Ensign Taylor 
2 12-Fr Howitzers, Lieutenant D Emkine 
50 Scmde Irregular Horse, Lieut Clarke 
SO Patan Horsemen 

With this detachment 1 was to convoy up COO camels, bearing supplies 
for four months, and Lieut Clarke was to return with the empty camels, with 
an escort of 80 infantry and 50 horse, and bring np four months’ more 
I left Sukbur in a great burry, but on my arrival at Poolajee, was detained 
in consequence of delays in the commis^anat department, until the 2d May. 
About the 15th April the weather became excessively hot, the thermome- 
ter ranging to 112^ in my tent, in the middle of the day— the consequence 
was some sickness m the detachment Lieutenant Erskine and Ensign 
Taylor were both attacked with fever, and one subadar died from a '* eoap 
de soleil ” 

April 20th— At the requisition of the political agent I despatched Lieut. 
Clarke and his horsemen in the direction of Shapoor, there to be joined by 
100 men of the Beelooch Levy, under Lieutenant Vardon, and from thence 
to proceed S E , in the direction of the bills, to try and surpnze a party of 
Culpore Bogties The Chuppao failed, in consequence of treachery m the 
guide The suffenngs of the party, from the heat, and want of water, 
when crossing the desert on their Tctnrn, were beyond any thing con- 
ceivable The Bellooch Levy alone, left 25 men behind, 3 of whom 
died 
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27tli. — Received au express from the brigade major, directing me, in con- 
sequence of Erskine’s sickness, to order the guns back to Lehree, and pro- 
ceed -with the cavalry and infantry alone to Kahun. Dr. Glasse joined 
to-day. 

29th. — This morning I received such strong reports of the intention of 
the Murrees to oppose us at the Pass of Nufoosk, and again in the Fort, 
that I immediately, on my own responsibility, made a requisition on Lehree, 
for one of the guns to he sent back under a native officer. Having been 
before over the hills, with the detachment under the late Major Billamore, 
I knew the almost utter impossibility, if opposed, of getting my convoy up 
safe without artillery.* Erskine having somewhat recovered from the 
fever, came himself with the gun. 

May 2d. — There being some dispute about finding the Patans in provisi- 
ons on their way up, and not myself thinking they would be of much use to 
me, having been present in November 1 839, when they turned their backs 
on the enemy, without drawing a sword, I at once ordered them back to 
their quarters, and the commissariat having reported the four months’ sup- 
ply being all ready, I this morning commenced my march into the hills, 
leaving behind 1 gun and 50 horse. 

Marched 6 miles into the hills direct east ; the last 4 miles very heavy 
for guns, being nothing but the bed of a dry river, with deep sand and 
pebbles. Encamped close to a delicious stream of water. Wood and grass 
were in abundance, but the heat between the rocks- was excessive. En- 
sign Taylor became too sick to proceed, and returned to head quarters, 
leaving only one officer (myself,) in charge of 3 companies. 

3rd; — Marched on 8 miles, starting at 2 a. m. and arriving at 7. Road 
very heavy, encamped in bed of river. Forage abundant. Sulphur rocks 
close by. This was the hottest day I ever remember to have felt in India ; 
the thermometer rising to 116°, with a hot wind like a furnace blowing. 

4th. — Marched on 7 miles, not getting over more than a mile an hour, 
the road being so heavy. Water nearly the whole way, which was most 
acceptable, as the hot wind of yesterday continued during the w'hole night. 
— Encamping ground as yesterday. 

6th. — Marched on 6 miles, the wheels of the gun and w'aggon becoming 
rickety from the stony state of the road, lightened them by loading the 
ammunition boxes on camels. A sepoy died here from the effects of the 
sun — Encamping ground as yesterday. 

7th. — Marched on 12 miles, 6 along the bed of the river, then over some 
table land, to a drop leap into the river again, down which the gun and 
carriages were obliged to be lowered by ropes. Strong reports reached 


* This -was a most fortunate circumstance : in more instances than one, the gun became of 
double value, and I obtained not only one of the most pleasant and cheerful companions, during 
our lonely life in Kahun, but a most staunch and able assistant in my difficulties. 
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U8 Of the enemy getting read; to oppose us, and that they were b«sj get 
ting in theie crops From this encamping ground there ate two roads to 
Kahun, one round by Decrah, distance 74 miles, and the other a short 
cut, over the mountains of Snrtoof^ and Nuffoosk, distance only 20 miles, 
but verv dilTicult for guns Being left to my ovm judgment by the hnga* 
diet, I decided on the short cot, bamg been over the same road before, 
with artillery, trusting to arrive in time to save some of the crops 

8 th — Left the bed of the mer, and inarched over a table land, to the bot- 
tom of the Surtooff, distance 6 miles, which took us 5 hours, there being some 
very bad nuUabs on the road for guns Encamped at the foot of the hill, 
where we found a beautiful stream of water, and abundance of forage 
At 4 p w We commenced ascending the hill , the camels going up first. 
The distance is hut a mile, but ao steep, that the last camel did not reach 
the top until day light, exactly 12 hours The labor of getting up the gun 
and carriages, was trying and lahonous in the extreme some parts of the 
hills were almost perpendicular, and not one inch up would the buUochs 
pull Here, while alt hands were engaged in this labor, the Beloochees 
begin first to shew themselves, in small bodies, annoying our fianics and 
rear 

Sth —Encamped on the top of the hill, but ui conseguenceof there being 
neither water or forage, obliged to send down all the animals to the bottom 
again, the men going down by dm«ions 
Oth —About 150 Beloochees assembled below the htll, evidently with the 
intention of attacking the watering party, in consequence of which 1 rein 
forced them with 100 men under Clntke, when they iromedufely dispersed 
Marched on over a fine table land, to the foot of the NufiToosk Pass at 
0 o clock this evening, distance only 6 miles, but from tbe number of small 
nullahs, and the overloaded state of the camels, we did uot reach our 
ground until day-light. 

10th —Ascended the KufToosk Pass this morning with IDO men ^o 
appearance of an enemy, although we found that they had built up breast- 
works across the road, in 3 different places, removed them, and com- 
menced getting up the gun, &c which took us from 6 in the morning unfd 
4 o'clock in the afternoon, the bullocks being perfectly useless This wa* 
an eroeedingly hard day's work, the heat being excessive, and a great 
want of water In fact, none at all fot the cattle Commenced passing 
up convoy at 4 r « , the last camel not reaching the top until 3 * w . 
although the distance was only J of a mile This was caused from tfi<? 
overloaded state of the camels, and there only being one camel roan to C 
nnd 7. The camels fell down and gave in by doxens, and many bags were 
dropped To obtain these last, some 60 Beloochees who had been watch 
ing us all day, followed up the rear-guard, when a few shots were ex- 
changed, and Clarke and myself took post with 12 men on some ridge* 
overhauling the road ^^hen the moon went down, the Pcloochen 
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made many attempts to get up the Pass, but ■were easily kept at bay. A 
great deal of ammunition was wasted, without much effect, from the dark- 
ness of the night. This was the third night we had been under arms. 

11th. — From the top of the hill we saw several fires in the Kahun plain. 
Commenced descending at day-light. Descent one mile in extent. Imme- 
diately the rear-guard left the top, it was crowded by about 60 Beloochees, 
who commenced a sharp fire, but at a long distance. Clarke and myself 
having remained in the rear, to try and bring on some of the bags dropped, 
we received some special marks of their favor. One Beloochee appeared 
to be a particularly good shot, for he managed to wound (slightly) Clarke 
and his servant, — and a havildar, standing close by, was only saved by the 
ball lodging in a small Mussuck he had slung on his shoulder. We were 
obliged to put up with this annoyance for some time, being too anxious 
to get my convoy safe to Kahun, to think of returning up the hill to at- 
tack these people. The cattle were almost dying for want of water. By 
2 p, M. we got guns and all safe to the bottom, only leaving two bags be- 
hind, and encamped for an hour in a nulla, clear of the hill. At 5 p, m. 
moved on Kahun, distant 5 miles, over a fine level plain, reaching it at 
7, and finding it completely deserted, and the gates removed. Thus end- 
ed this arduous and trying march. The difficulties we encountered from 
the nature of the road, being entirely through beds of rivers, and over 
hills, and the want of water at the latter, were great indeed. The heat was 
excessive, and as the bullocks refused to put their shoulder to the collar, 
the labour of getting the guns over the hills, fell entirely on the sepoys. 
The convoy often stretched for 2 miles, therefore to properly guard it on all 
sides was out of the question; but through the strenuous exertions of 
officers and men, all was got up safe, without loss or damage. Encamped 
under the walls of the fort for the night, all hands being completely done 
up. It ■w'as a delightful sight to see the camels and bullocks rushing to the 
river. I thought they never would have stopped drinking. 

Kahun is a large, irregular sexangular walled town, 900 yards in 
circumference, with 6 bastions and one gate-way. The walls are about 
25 feet high, but so thin in some places, that they are seen through half way 
down. There is no ditch, but a tank in front of the gate-way, which fills 
after a heavy fall of rain. The houses inside are in very fair order, 
they principally belong to the Banyans, the Murrees (with the excep- 
tion of the chief, his brother, and a few followers,) inhabiting the plains 
outside building mat huts in the summer, and retiring to the narrow 
Passes on the hills in the cold weather. The plain on which Kahun is 
situated, is about 15 miles long and 6 broad. The air is very pure, and 
heat not nearly so great as it is in the plains. 

12th. — I got the detachment into the fort during the day, and found the 
inside of all the bastions destroyed, some still smoking. A sepoy strolling 
out without his arras, was cut down within 500 yards of the fort, and 

i 
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bis head severed from his body aathe, with 2o horsemen, had a long chasse 
after the enemy, but could not touch them However, he sent in informa 
tion of some grain, still standing, and I sent out a party and secured 
50 camel loads of wheat, in stalk The party also found the *'atea* of 
the fort in a field about two miles off 

13th — During the night, the Beloochees commenced burning the wheat 
they could not carry away in the day time, go I sent out another party, 
and secured 50 more camel loads I commenced clearing out the large well, 
into which the Beloocheea had thrown large logs of timber, and other 
kinds of lumber An unfortunate dooly walla was smothered in going 
down to fasten on a rope 

14th —I was busy all day in repairing bastions and putting up the gate 
in the former, I found layers of cow dung, covered over with earth Some 
still smoking, and waterf seems to have no effect in putting out the fire 

16tb — The return convoy under Clarke, started this morning at 2 a u 
e/} to Poolyee J bad received iDatnctwM from the bngadter to 
increase the number of infantry, if 1 tbougbt it necessary I did so, 
with a subedar s party, consisting of five havildars and 80 rank and file 
Clarke took them over the first faUI, when, i suppose, finding no op* 
position at the difficult Pass of Nuffoosk, he sent them back, proceeding on 
himself with the ongmal parly, and 700 empty camels About 12 o clock 
a dooly walla (a dooly and 6 bad accompanied the subedar s party, ) came 
running in with the dreadful report that every man of the subedar s parly 
had been massacred* The dooly walla was the only man who escaped, 
and his is the only account we have of this melancholy affair fie says 
that “the subedar on seeing the last of the camels over the hiU began 
“ to descend on this side That when half way down, they all of a sudden 
“ saw the top and bottom covered with Beloocheea , that the subedar 
" tben commenced a double march, and took up a position on some rising 
“ ground, forming square The Beloochees, to the number of 2,000 then 
" completely surrounded them, and after receiving two voUie^, rushed 
“ boldly in on them, and began to slaughter them right and left. He saw 
“ the subedar fighting to the last He himself managed to escape, by 
“ hiding m a nullah, where an old Beloochee found him, and after stripping 
' him of what he had, let him go The poor subedar was one of the 
best native officers in the regiment lie belonged to my light company, 
and was a great favorite of mine. IVe bad been much together during our 
former campaign in these hills, and 1 felt his loss very much 

17th — In great suspense about Clarke and his convoy A spy 
m from the enemy to-day, and was very inquisnive as to what number of 


• Tbeie galM were »fterw»Tjs tavi]a«bl« Cs ns m •!«> the fTwi when no farife fiv- 
curible for par borse< 
t Oae but an b>oV uJ ten 


dajt watcHns before we lumedej 
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men were left to defend the fort, etc. I put him close prisoner, with orders 
to shoot him on the first approach of the enemy. We were busy all day 
strengthening our post, the detachment being now reduced, in conse- 
quence of this unfortunate affair, to 140 bayonets and one gun, rather 
too few to man 900 yards of walls. I got the gun on the bastion next to 
the gate-way. 

18th. — About sixty horsemen passed coolly round the fort, at a hand- 
gallop, waving their swords, giving us much abuse, but taking very good 
care to keep well out of range of musket-shot, also from the gun side. 

I offered 150 rupees to any man (follower) in the fort, to take a tapaul 
down to the plains, but none would venture. 

19 th and 20th — All hands during these two days were employed in re- 
pairing bastions, etc. 

21st. — A cossid came in this morning with a note from Lieutenant Var- 
don, containing the most melancholy intelligence of poor Clarke’s death, and 
the defeat of his party. It would appear that they had got as far as the bot-"^ 
tom of the Surtoff mountain, 13 miles from Kahun, when the Murrees were 
seen assembled in large numbers at the top. Clarke, after placing his 
convoy, and part of his infantry, to the best advantage round his convoy, 
proceeded a little way up the hill, with about 30 infantry, to attack the 
most forward of them, and after fighting most gallantly for two hours, 
the ammunition being all gone, he with the rest of the men who were 
with him, were all killed. Clarke himself killed two of the Beloo- 
chees with his own hand, and a third he seized round the waist, dashing 
him to the ground. He was then seen to stagger, as if W’ounded, and 
some of the Beloochees on another part of the hill, seeing a bugler, Clarke 
had sent down, bringing up ammunition, called out “ Now charge them, 
they are out of cartridges !” They did, and every man fell. The Beloochees 
then fell on the convoy. The horsemen made for Poolajee at speed, and 
the rest of our unfortunate sepoys were all massacred, save one havildar 
and 11 privates. The number of Beloochees present, appears, from all 
accounts, to have been 2,000. The loss they suffered is unknown, and 
ever will be. They only acknowledge to 25. They secured every camel, 
tent, etc. 

Poor Clarke 1 Although having only known him for 8 or 9 months, still 
it was during scenes when months become years, and friendship becomes 
firm and lasting. We first met in November 1839, when he joined a field 
detachment (of which I was staff-ofi&cer) proceeding against the Beloochees 
in these same hills. He at this time commanded 150 of the Scinde irregular 
horse. From the day he joined, he was the life and soul of the party, and, 
although a stranger to most of us, soon gained the esteem of all. Before 
he arrived, the country around had been subject to almost daily plundering. 
Enthusiastically fond of his profession, more particularly of his new com- 
mand, the horse, he sought daily and hourly opportunities of distinguish- 



mg himself He was m the opinion of all, the " beau ideal ' of an irregular 
horseman Brave and daring himsdr to a degree, he soon inspired his 
men with the eame spirit — men, who were before almost a perfect rabble, 
became, through hta bright example, most excellent soldiers in a short 
space of time The men became fond of him to a degree, and with him 
at iheir bead seemed to think any odds against them of no moment 
Dunng our short campaign of four months, he was engaged in every skir- 
mish we had A few days after hejomed, being detached to a post nine miles 
off, without information, and perfectly ignorant of the country around, 
he succeeded in surprising 60 Beloochees plundering some fields, about an 
hour before day light. At the tune he feU in with them, he bad only 
ten men up with him, but not hesitating a moment, he dashed in amongst 
them, killing seven and taking three prisoners, the rest escaping through 
the thick jungle AgMn, when the Boogties attacked a patty under Lieut 
Haitt, in the hills, he distinguished himself greatly, charging through and 
through the eneroj , and killing three with his own hand On our march 
up to Kahun, he was of the utmost assistance to me, not only in com- 
manding the rear guard the whole way up, but in his strenuous exertions 
throughout When wounded on the thigh at the last hill, his coolness and 
courage shewed themselves conspicuously Thinking the ball had gone 
through, (he afterwards described the feeling to be just the same as he felt, 
when wounded at Kurracbee, when the ball went right through bis thigh,) 
he said to me, Dou t say a word, it has gone right through me, but 
I do not want to shew those fellowa their shot has taken effect." To 
this day the Murrecs speak of bis bravery,* calling him the “Bura 
Babadoor He now lies butted half way up the Surtoff Thus did the 
5th regiment Bombay native infantry lose in one day, killed 
I Subedar, 5 Havildars, 

1 Jemadar, 139 Rank and File 

* 1 have been eiccedlDglj totrj U> iveia oDaotilie Benbay paper* (Ce«r<rf 1840) luni utl 
Ueb on I oor ClaiVe for ruhnetf In tbl* meUncboly affair Tba vr ter couia nerer hare aeen (he 
country be had to pats thtougb or he *>ouId hare abftaloed (rota hU remarks 'xhich were i>eUi 
unUud and uncalled (or being girea merely on (he report of an ignorant Belooch mide The 
real truth *>U perhaps ncTCT be knoirit. I mean bis reaaosi for attaeUng the enemy But tuny 
hnzsbie opl&los for the fellmrlnK Mason* I think b* wssn^ht. From the fpetarhere the fight took 
place is 40 mtles to the plains through beds of rWer* the vhole way with Ugh rocks on each side 

The camels (TOO) under his charge would stretch at leut 8 aillei through these rarlnes w! Jr only 
80 lotaotry and SO horse and one Euiopean officer (hlmielf) how wu it possible to guird them at 
all points when followed up by some 2000 Bcloocbee*! ho 1 think it eery likely that, seeing (k* 
hopelessness of getting bis coneoy safe to the plains ted having too much pridtand daring to dewrt 

it, to save his party be not unreasonably thoogbtacheck to the eaemy at finlslartingwoulddis 
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21st, — Despatched a cossid on return to the plains; and knowing the 
anxiety that would be felt regarding not only our present but future fate, 
reported to Brigadier Stevenson, my having still four months’ supply of 
provisions left, and that 1 would do my utmost to hold the fort. 

21th. — Thinking there was not much chance of another convoy coming 
up, I took a strict account of the provisions, putting the men on half 
rations. All hands were busy strengthening the fort. I divided the detach- 
ment into four divisions, giving each a side to defend, and was obliged to 
bring every man* on duty at night for fear of a surprise. From this to 
the 27th, we were busy clearing the ground of every thing in the shape of 
trees or shrubs for 200 yards round the fort outside. 

27th. — An express from Lieutenant Loch arrived to-day, saying, he was 
coming up with 200 horse, to see what had become of us, and to open 
the communication. Sent back the cossid immediately to tell him on no 
account to attempt it, as, if defended, he could never force the NulToosk 
Pass, particularly with horse, 

2Sth. — This morning, when the foraging party were out, some horsemen 
were seen prowling about the bed of the river. The “assembly” was 
sounded, and some seven or eight horsemen, more bold than the rest, 
came within long musket-range, and a sepoy shot one. They then moved 
off at speed, Erskinc getting a long shot and killing another, 

29th, 30lh, and 31st. — Busy cleaning out tank, which had become most 
ofTensivc, and also commenced digging deep trenches along the foot of the 
walls inside, planting sharp-pointed stakes in them : pulled down all houses 
touching the walls, to prevent the enemy landing, should they succeed 
in mounting the walls in overwhelming numbers. This gave them a drop- 
leap of 25 feet on to a body of stakes. 

June 3rd. — Heard that the old chief Dadah had tried all in his power to 
prevent his tribe attacking Clarke’s party, and that on their leaving for 
that purpose, exclaimed — “ Ah ! there you go, selling your country for 
500 camels.” The Bcloochccs arc on the move in every direction, but 
keeping at a respectful distance: 1 am prevented, in consequence, from 
sending out foraging parties.f 

4th. — Commenced digging a fresh well ; the other wells containing very 
bad water, causing bad ulcers on the men. But finding water at all in the 
fort, was a most fortunate circumstance, as any party sent down to the 
river, would certainly have been cut up. Received an express from the 
Political Agent, intimating that I must not expect re-enforcements from 

* This fatiguing duty continued until the day we loft the fort IScptcmbcr 28th) and was submitted 
to by the sepoys, with the utmost cheerfulness. 

t From this day I was obliged to keep all the cattle inside, allowing the camel men and others to 
pick up and bring in what forage they could, which was but little The river which was only a- 
mile off, was almost dry, and the banks were high enough to conceal 1000 horsemen. It, there- 
fore, became necessary to use the utmost caution, not being able to afford the loss of a single man. 
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Sukkur, but that a request bad been made to Captain Bean at Quetta to 
obtain, if possible, tbe assistance of a tnbe called Kaburs, inbabitmg tbe 
bills in tbe Bolan, and deadly enemies of tbe blurrees 

7 tb, 8tb, and 9tb — Nothing new stimng, and working parties are employ- 
ed strengthening an old inner fort, which, in case of our being bard pushed, 
will contain all tbe supplies, and two wells out of tbe thirty The Banyans 
employed in filling all tbe empty gram bags with sand Lascars busy cut- 
ting good stout clubs for all tbe followers I commenced bringing the lat- 
ter on duty at night, as look-oat men, a fourth part of them being attach 
ed to each division The enemy are getting more harassing daily, firing 
at every man who appears 200 yards from the walls I finished the new 
bastion on the opposite fort for a gun We can now ply it from both sides 
having a good road made from one bastion to the other 

I5th — Gossids came in this morning, bringing intelligence of the Murrees 
and Boogtees having agreed to stand by each other, and attack the fort on 
the approaching dark nights, with their whole force I got the front of the 
gate-way well palisaded, from this to the 25th nothing new, all working 
at the defences moat cheerfully, and every man seeming to think that the 
safety of the whole depends on his individual bravery. Treat sepoys kind 
ly, and I do not think they will ever fail at the push Nearly fourteen 
years of uninterrupted regimental duty I think, entitles me to give an 
opinion on this point, and that before formed, is now fully confirmed 

25th— An old acquaintance of mine, Sheer Beg Boogtee, who hid 
acted as guide to us through these hills last year, paid me a visit. I had 
had the means of shewing him some kiodoess During the campaign 
he had been taken prisoner, and plundered of many head of cattle , and I 
having obtained his release, and clothed him, he bos followed me like 
a shadow ever since 

29th — No appearance of any night attack, as reported, hat this morning 
about ISO Beloochees came sneeptng round the fort Unfortunately 20 
bullock drivers were out foraging, more than a mile across the river, con- 
trary to ray most positive orders The consequence was, they were cut 
off, and surrounded by the enemy, who commenced a regular slaughter 
Fortunately Erskine managed to screw round the gun, and I threw out 
about 40 men in the direction, well flanked by tbe bastions By these means 
we managed to save 10 out of the 20 A shell from the gun sent the 
enemy to the right about, and the party served as a rallying point for 
those who could manage to escape One of the latter, who managed 
to conceal himself under a bush, heard out poor fellows beg for mercy , 
but Kurteem Khan, the chief, who was superintending the slaughter, kept 
crving Out “ Maro, Maro ’ This all took place m the bed of the river, 
and was not visible from the fort lie also aajs, he saw the sbnpncJ 
burst Tight m amongst them, knocking over three, and dupcrsing the rest 
I had an opportunity Ibis morning of promoting two sepoys for bravery 
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They were ont cutting forngc ncfir the fort, with some 8 or 10 camel-men, 
when about 20 Bcloochccs rcnlc at speed at them. Instead of running for it, 
the two sepoys coolly stood still, and fired Into their faces, wounding one 
of them. This ^Yns quite sufficient for the Bcloochccs, who turned and 
fled. Had the sepoys retreated under the walls, the camel-men must have 
been cut up. This morning was full of adventures. We nearly lost 
the only sheep we had left. The Bcloochccs got between them and the 
fort, but were too eager to cut up the camel-men, to see them. They 
would have been a sad loss to us, for not another could we get. 

30lh. — I let loose the old spy to-day, tired of keeping him any longer ; 
besides we have neither guards nor food to waste on such kind of people. 
He is quite welcome to report to the enemy all he has seen, which is but 
little. 

July .3d. — Sheer Beg again made his appearance agreeably to promise, 
bringing with him -IS sheep and goats, a most welcome supply, ns we were 
almost reduced to the last goat. The sepoys not having tasted any meat 
for two months, highly enjoyed the treat. He tells us, that it is the Mur- 
rees' intention to attack the fort on the night of the Olh instant, when the 
moon goes down, with 50 scaling ladder-s; their Syud having persuaded 
them that our leaden bullets will not kill, in proof which he had a bullock 
placed 100 yards off and had 300 bullets (taken from Clarke’s parly) fired 
at it, without cfTcct ! This story frightened my naib (a Bclooch) so that he 
came to me with a most serious face, and begged that I would procure iron 
bullets for the two first rounds, and that then the Bcloochccs would run 
away. These Murrecs seem to have a great name amongst the other 
tribes. 

7th. — An express arrived from Captain Bean at Quetta, ofTcring me as- 
sistance, and regretting the position in which I was placed. 'The same 
post also brought a letter from the Political Agent at Shikarpoor, to say, it 
was intended to act on the defensive until the season opens. Fifty Be- 
loochee horsemen kicked up a great dust this afternoon. Erskine empti- 
ed three of their saddles. They had been snugly hid all day in the river, 
ready to cut off any parties who ventured outside. 

9th. — We are getting used to the Beloochees’ visits. Indeed, we are 
glad of anything in the shape of excitement to change the monotonous life 
we are leading. Unfortunately we can not aflbrd to expend much gun am- 
munition ; we c<an therefore only take a shot occasionally, which is always 
a source of great amusement to .all in the fort, particularly when it falls in 
amongst the Beloochees, who retaliate by heaping abuse on us, ns they 
scamper off. Sheer Beg came again to-day, bringing a few chillies and 
sugar, for which he obtained enormous prices. No doubt he is a spy in a 
small way, but being the only face we see, save the cossids who are decided 
spies, he is too useful to quarrel with. He puts me in mind of the old beggar 
Edie in the Antiquary. Whenever he makes his appe<arance, the word 
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19 passed from bastion to bastion, and all the fort turns out to meet him, 
being delighted to see him, not only for old acquaintance, but for the 
few triBes he always brings The camels are now beginning to break up 
for want ofgram and forage Ditto gun bullocks Shot five of the former 
this evenmg, in consequence of their being in a dying state 
llth —About 200 head of cattle going across the plain about a mile and 
a half off— most tempting, but very suspicious , but the first we have seen 
It 13 no doubt a trap, and plenty of horsemen are in the bed of the 
river, ready to cut in between the party and the fort, if we sallied out. 
The aepoya are mad to go after them Perhaps they will come a little 
neater by and by, and give us an opportunity 

13th — An express arrived from Lehree, with intelligence, that instead of 
the Kojucks and Kahurs coming to our assistance, the former had joined 
the Murreea against us, and that the latter had attacked Csptam Bean him- 
self at Quetta on the 22d ultimo They excuse themselves from attack 
ing the Mutrecs until September, on account of the great heat ! It w for- 
tunate that we did not depend on these allies 
I4th —The men are suffering very severely from ulcers, upwards of 00 
of all ranks being laid up with them, and several not able to put on their 
belts m consequence StiU they all manage to go to their posts at night, 
although several cannot stand sentry The doheewalas, camel men and 
bullock drivers now become useful, having gone through a kind of dnll 
18th —A tremendous storm of wind and rsin came on, and lasted the 
whole night I thought the old fort was going to be washed away At 
day break, got all bands to work, to dram the fort, the water having lodg- 
ed m every direction, and tbreateoing to undermine the walls The tank 
filled, and country around completely flooded 

25th — At 12 o clock to day about 200 horsemen came galloping round 
the fort at a quick pace 1 thought at first they were going to assault the 
fort, but after a shell or two they retreated They have now become very 
cunning, and instead of appearing m a large body as formerly, they sail 
along “ Indian File,’ like a flock of wild ducks, and it is very seldom we 
can get a shot at them In the afternoon they were seen cultivating the 
fields m all directions,— quite an enlivening scene. 

S6th — A horse was this morning found dead where Erskines shell 
fell yesterday, so it is to be hoped there was some mischief done amongst 
the enemy — at the time, there was so much dust that we could not see any 
distance The Beloochces have now completely surrounded the fort, but 
little parties, like pickets, appear seated around in every direction This 
looks bad for out communication , but as yet the tspaul has srnv cd pretty 
regularly once m eight days, and has been a source of great amusement to 
us. Much fever is now prevailing amongst us , lam myself attacked, and 
Glasse is also very sick The sepoys and followers are coming into hospital 
as many as six and seven a day The Beloochecs are advancing closer and 
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closer every day. Their matchlocks, I really believe, carry twice as far ns 
our muskets. From this to the Gth August nothing new. The same daily 
routine of duty, with generally a " fall” of rain in every twelve hours. I 
am laid up with fever, and prevented writing.* 

August Gth — ^Thc men still continue very sickly, .'1.3 in hospital with fever. 
Glnssc is very unwell, and unable to leave his bed. We arc out of the 
most useful medicines, and hot water is the order of the day, and found to 
be a very good substitute, being of a very purgative nature. I made a 
kind of truce with a Murrec chief, called Ilybutt Khan, who acknowledg- 
ed himself the owner of most of the flocks grazing around, also of some of 
the land now being cultivated, lie told us to look out for Lull Khan and 
some 150 of his people, a day or two hence. 

7th. — ^Thc Beloochecs arc on the “gui virr,” and fired two shots at us, 
.ns we were walking in front of the gate-way. Ilybutt Khan wants -10 
rupees to take our tapaul to Lchrcc. He is evidently a doubtful charac- 
ter, and thinks to take us in, and has refused to sell us one sheep. 

8th. — Had a slight skirmish this morning with Ilcloocbccs. M'hcn taking 
our walk, some Beloochecs appeared about the nulla, evidently up to mis- 
chief. We enticed them out with a few men, when .30 or CO of them im- 
mediately sprung up, and a little file-firing commenced. I withdrew the 
party to allow Erskine to have a shot, which fell into the midst of them, 
whether with any damage or not, we know not, the jungle being so thick; 
however they immediately bolted at their best paec.t 

9th. — The Beloochecs are up to some mischief at the Nufoosk Pass, and 
arc going up there in small bodies of 20 and .30, destroying the road up, I 
suspect. 

10th. — For the last four or five days the flocks have been coming closer 
and closer to the walls, eating up what little grass there was left. I had 
warned Hybutt Khan of this three or four times, and had also oiTcred to 
purchase 100 at his own price, but he declared I should not have one. 
Erskine and myself had finished the last but one, of those we procured from 
old Sheer Bheg. We have both excellent appetites, although shut up in a 
fort. To-day two large flocks of sheep and goats came most temptingly near, 
and the sepoys earnestly entreated for some fresh meat. Watching our op- 
portunity (no Beloochecs being then in sight) we slipped out about 30 se- 
poys, flanking them with two bastions filled with men, and Erskine got the 


• We did not see another cossid until the 15th August, some twenty days, during wliich lime we 
were perfectly ignorant of everything going on in the plains, and iiad no means of sending a 
tapaul, as not a man could he persuaded to leave tlie fort. 

+ I have since heard from one who was then in tlio Muixee hills, that this was an intended attack 
on the fort, and that Lall Ivlian with 500 men was clo.sc by at the time, intending to rush into the 
gate-way after us, as we retreated in, but tliat hearing the gun which the Syud had agreed to render 
harmless for that morning, and seeing the olTect of the two shells thrown by Erskine, (15 hlurrecs 
were killed and wounded by them,) they gave up the idea. 

C 
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gun round to bear in the direction There were only three Beloochcesjost 
then in charge They immediately ran off for their Jives, and the goats, by 
some instinct, and to our great annoyance, followed them at speed, like 
dogs Two horsemen then came up, looking very fierce, but soon rode off 
on getting a shot To describe the dekght of all on getting this flock in- 
side the fort 13 impossible There was a perfect uproar On counting our 
plunder, we found we had secured 300 sheep* and 57 goats Moat of the 
latter were milch goats, so that the highest castes shared the enjoyment, 
wc immediately made a division of the whole, charging one rupee on the 
head of each, for the benefit of the widows of those who fell on the 16th 
May That evening the fort became one large cook-shop 
11th — Hyhutt Khan came to day to try and recover hia sheep, and told 
us that Nusseer Khan had driven all our detachments into Sukkur He 
also brought a note from Dodah, the chief, desiring us to leave his fort 
forthwith, and that he and his army would escort us down to the plains' 
When Hyhutt found he could not get back his sheep, being told that most 
of them were already killed, he flew into a great rage, and declared 
he would come and attack the fort, for which treat I told the sentry to give 
him a shot, when be quickly departed 
15th —A cossid, to our great joy, came m this morning, after n lapse of 
twenty days I could have bugged the old rascal, altbongh I knew him to 
be the greatest of spies A letter arrived by him from the Political Agent, 
saying, it was contemplated to try and throw in supplies, through the 
agency of Jeytt Smg t and Meer Hussam, to save moving the troops up 
with a convoy 

ICth —Another cossid this morning The system mentioned yesterday 
of throwing m supplies is discarded, being found impracticable — and the 
welcome most welcome intelligence of the following detachment leaving 
Sukkur for our relief — 

Delachmtni of II M 40fA lieijtment, 

Ist Grenadiers 1 Guns, 

2nd ditto 200 Horse, 

under the command of Major Clibbom Ist Grenadiers Wc received inli 
mation that it was arranged between Hybutt Khan and the rest of the 
chiefs, that the former, in making a truce should encourage us to go out 
foraging and then cut us up 


* These theep vere a great addiClen to the half ralieni the Utter alone belag bnt poor fo<K) tot 

men working all day and on guard ererv night. 

t JeyttS ag U aShikarjtore merchant Immenaely rich, and hai great iwaywIthaUilielleKw*- 
cheet around. Our lot* ii alway* hi* certain gain H* hoyi back ouritolen eamelifor U or 
rupees, and sells them again to our Commissariat far SO or CO Rs I A posiUra fact. M«er Ilauala, 
1 am almost posit re was U>e cause of poor Clarke being attaekeUi and It I* fully prottJ It "***“’ 
who led ifajor Clibbom a watering party into the ambuscade I hope he wUl yet meet with the 
punishment he deserres 
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17tli. — Two Beloochees disarmed a sepoy most beautifully to-day. He 
was sitting down, and had placed his musket and pouch-box a little on 
one side. The two Beloochees dashed up at speed, dismounted, picked up 
the musket, etc. before the sepoy could jump up, and went olf, waving their 
booty in triumph. A sharp touch of an earthquake to-day. 

18th. — A little skirmish with the Beloochees outside. We tried to draw 
them on towards the fort, but failed. 

20th. — Six Beloochees made’ a dash around the fort on a plundering expe- 
dition, and captured three Banyan’s donkeys. The same animals have now 
been stolen and re-captured three different times. 

2lst. — Received a message from Dodah’s brother, to take care of ourselves, 
as the whole body of them would assemble ten days* hence, and put us all 
to the sword. 

24th. — Another cossid arrived to-day, bringing the welcome intelligence 
of the convoy being actually on their march up, with a reduced detachment 
— having left behind detachment 40th — all but the light company 2d grena- 
diers, and one gun. To describe the joy of all hands, on my immediately 
giving out this news, is impossible. Those only who have suffered a four 
months’ imprisonment, with the addition of never lying down to sleep with- 
out a chance of having to turn out for an attack, can conceive it. 

2Sth. — Received the following amusing information from Hybutt Khan : 
— “ About two months ago, their Syud, in whom they place great faith, hav- 
ing agreed to render our guns and muskets harmless, the whole of the tribe 
under Ball Khanf and Dulleel Khan, assembled to attack the fort. In the 
mean time, they got information from one of our cossid spies that we were 
at work from morning till night, and had built up two extra forts inside, and 
had also dug a well under the gateway. Upon hearing this, the Syud had 
a most convenient, dream ; declared he would have nothing to do with 
the business, and strongly recommended no attack. On this the tribe, 
immediately broke up”. This agrees with the report mentioned on the 3d 
July, Hybutt also told us, that the Murrees are nowj assembled to the 
number of 3000, behind the hill N. E. of the fort ; and that they intend to 
have three fights with the coming convoy, for the honor of their land : 1st, 
at the Pass of Nuffoosk, — 2nd, where they now are, — and then, if beaten by 
us in both, to fall back on Meer Hadjee’s fort of Barkoe, where they will 
fight to the last. 

* This turned out but too true, so far as regards the assemblage of .the whole tribe to a day, as 
on the 31st, exactly ten days, the fight of Nuffoosk took place. 

t An amusing anecdote is told of this chief. When assisting in getting one of the guns left by 
Major Clibborn, up the Pass, it slipt back and smashed one of his limbs, which caused his death 
a fortnight after. When dying, he called some of his people around him, and warned them never 
to go near our guns, as “ sleeping or waking they would always be their destruction.” This chief 
was a grand limb lopped off the Murree tribe, being Uieir greatest leader. He lost his only son in 
Clarke’s fight. 

t Altho’ I did not place much credit on this information, thinking it a bit of bravado, yet I much 
wished to send it to Clibborn, but had no means. 
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2Gtli —Captured two bullocks, which wc found a great treat, not having 
tasted beef for a long time The convoy can now be only two marches off 
— cheering news I 

31st— A. day of great and almost overpowering excitement It com 
menced about 5 o'clock last evening, when the plain and hills became alive 
with Beloochee«, and at dark, large signal fires on the tops of all the hills 
At day break, large parties of horse and foot were seen hurrying across 
the plain to the KufToosk Pass, on the opposite side of which, we soon 
learnt of the arrival of our convoy, from the report of one of their guns, 
a signal agreed upon between us About sun rise, we saw collected on tbe 
very topofthePass ahout2000Beloochee8, and others prowling about mall 
directions , tbe distance, as the crow fiies, from tbe fort to the Pass, is about 
four miles In fact, we were completely behind the scenes, and saw nil that 
tbe Beloochees were at , and folly expecting to see our comrades crown the 
top every hour — we were highly amused and excited Two r v no eight of 
convoy coming over tbe Pass — they must be tepavting tbe toad np Three 
p u • saw tbe shrapnel flying over tbe hiH, and bnrstmg m the midst of the 
enemy with the most beautiful effect. Five? m still no sight of the convoy 
Beloochees still crossing the plains towards tbe seat of action Erskine 
scatteredasmallbodyoftbemwithasbell Eigbtr u. heavy firing of gnns 
and musketry for ten minutes, when all was silent for the rest of (be night. 

1 should be very sorry to psss many days of my life like this I would ten 
tbocaand times sooner bav e been in the thick of it the excitement and 
suspense was beyond anything I ever felt before Knowing tbe difficulty 
of the Pais, and not seeing our people crown the top, I felt certain there 
must be much bloodshed going on f 

Sept Ist —Not a single Betooebee to be seen on the top of the bill at 
day light hut several passing across the plain m that direction No sight 
or sound of the convoy all day’ I am sadly perplexed to know what has 
become of them , and conclude, that finding the Pass too strongly defended 
yesterday, they have fallen back to go round by the Dccyrob road, ns t 
first recommended 

2d — Beloochees wv all dvtecUons, and busy as bees Another day of bus* 
pense and excitement After 11 o’clock tbey pitched one of our sepoy’s 

* Between 2 «nd3 o clock the fight of AoWooek commeoced. 

1 1 hare since heard some surprise bes been espreised that we could $e* auit irtir CUhfrofo • 

shells aodsotrushouttohUtueeoori nadwedooeso the labor and pcrseTcrince of ftjormoofie 

would hate been thrown away in an hour and the Belooehees woutd bare rained tbe ttrf object 
they bad been ttyinr for without effbet tloee tbe day we entered the fort, namtly tt entfce n* 
out but the Uiing was out of the qoastlon Between M and the Pass were 4 miles of ptalo 1 of « 
nule of the most dangtroui raTlacs 1 rrer passed ihtoueb a mountain a mile In eatent, sod U*t 
though not least. SMO Beloochees 1 I wlylit perbap* bare mustered 100 bayoneu but m«t «'• 
lea some lOtick behind But the besireasonof all Is. that It sras not UBtfl the ftb reptcrobce 
(eight days alleTsrards) when we first saw tbe fUM 1» Ihe enemy's hands that we bad the If t**t 
idea of the disaster that had UVen place Up to that date we snxlooilylookedoot to see 
toy comic j round the Decytah road, thinking they bad found the huffoosi Pass toodUBew < 
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tents about half way up the hill, up and down which batches of loaded 
and unloaded camels are going. I suppose the convoy must have dropped 
some of their baggage and stores in the hurry of their departure. About 
12 o’clock much firing commenced, and continued, with intervals, until 2 
p. M. From the sound, it would appear the convoy had fallen back in the di- 
rection of the Deeyrah road, some 20 miles. Cannot now expect to see them 
for the next six or seven days. How tantalizing, when they were so close. 
Not a drop of spirits, a cheroot, or a cup of tea left; nor have we, indeed, 
tasted any for some time. The sepoys are very weak from short rations ; 
there are only six bags of floor left. A bad look-out. Cannot help thinking 
of our having got our convoy over so snugly in May, when we had only a 
third of the number of the present convoy. 

3rd. — Still in suspense. No communication from outside, but all are on 
the look-out, particularly at night. Upwards of 100 loaded camels are 
going across the plain, being some distance off. Whether these are horses 
or camels cannot be clearly ascertained without a glass. I persuaded the 
people in the fort that they were the* former, although the sepoys made 
the shrewd remark, that they never saw horsemen look so large, or go along 
one after the other, so regularly. About 20 horsemen, with 8 or 10 spare 
horses came down from the hill to water near the fort. This looks as if 
the owners of the latter had been killed. Two bodies are carried across the 
plain on charpoys with a kind of funeral party following them. I suppose 
they are two chiefs. At 3 p. m. saw a large body of Beloochees pitching 
a sort of camp within limile of the fort. There is no mistaking our sepoys 
tents, also one officer’s tent — ^five of the former and one of the latter, exaetly 
the number they took from Clarke’s party. I trust they are those only, but 
appearances are very suspicious. Just as it was getting dark, we saw the 
whole body assembled in one dense mass, in front of their tents. I warn- 
ed all hands to keep a bright look-out when the moon goes down. 

4th. — To-day some horsemen came and inforined us “ that they had cut up 
our convoy, taken the guns, and all the stores and supplies, and had kill- 
ed all the Sahib-log, except three, who were prisoners in their camp.” In 
proof of which assertion, they offered to show the guns to any person I 
chose to send, who could also bring a chit from the prisoners. This offer, 
however, I refused, firmly believing the report to be altogether untrue, and 
made with a view of getting hold of one of my people for information. 
They also said, that if I would leave the fort and go to the plains, they 
would not molest me. We had a very heavy fall of rain about 4 p. m. 
More tents are springing up in the Murree camp. About 300 Beloochees 
are seated on a rising gi’ound on our flank, and I have great amusement 
in watching their movements. Halving a good glass, we could almost see 
into their very tents. 

5th. — A person came ijnder the fort calling out, wishing to give us the 
news ; but we had already quite enough of these people’s stories, so sent 
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a bullet or two after biro, to hnwy bw departure All in the fort are 
sadly perplexed to know wbat to tbmk of affairs Beloocbees are on the 
move in every direction—l 00 passed this rooming in the Deejrab direction, 
the road from which we are expecting the convoy. The Beloocbees do 
not seem m good spirits, not like men who have destroyed a large 
convoy , there has endeatly been machief somewhere A storm occurred 
about 4 o clock, which, to onr great delight, blew down all the Beloochee 
tents , they, however, soon had them up again 

Cth — No grain is left for camels or ballocks, and bttle or no forage— they 
must take their chance, poor creatnres Nothing is now left but a few 
bags of rice and three or font of floor , ten bags of the latter, which were 
thrown aside as being half sand, now came mto use, and were greedily 
devonred by the sepoys A camel man shot himself, being detected in a theft. 

7tb— I half expected, on taking a look at the Beloochee camp this 
morning, to find them all decamped, but a sad reverse met onr sight 
—the three guns belongmg to the convoy stanng ns in the face^ They 
are placed on a piece of naing ground on one flank of iheir camp, their 
muzzles pointed toward the fort What can have become of Ma^or Clib 
bom and his convoy ! Many officers and men most have lost their Jives 
before they gave op the guns There is no doubt now that something 
most disastrous must hare ocenrred, and we must prepare for the worst 
The sepoys keep up their spirits amazingly well, not the slightest sign of 
flinching being developed, although they seem to be aware, that then 
situation IS rather perilous Luiduly they cannot see the guns with the 
naked eye, on account of the jungle There are chances in our favour 
yet, — that the guns will not be of much use to them let, They may be 
spiked, 2ndly, they may have no ammunition, and lastly, they know 
not how to load or fire them. Luckily they arc howitzers instead of field 
pieces Ten a w all the Beloocbees are assembled round the guns, and 
peeping into their muzzles,— quite playthings to them 

8tb — Small patties of borseraen are prowling all round the fort, watch 
mg us, I suppose, knowing we roust eoon take to flight for want of provi 
sions They need not bo in such a hurry, as we have still some ncc 
and gun bullocks left 

9th —Loaded camels are still going across the plain The Beloocbees arc 
mounted on ortiUerv horses There w no mistaking them, from their sue, 
and their having blinkers on , which they were determined should not escape 
our sight, as they galloped up and down m front of the fort for an hour 

10 — Our old fnend Sheer Dheg came in this rooming, but m such a sus 
picious manner, that I put him prisoner lie tells ns the Beloochee report 
of having destroyed our convoy is all true He mentions poor Ilaitt ami 
Moore as being two of the killed 

llth— Made some horsemen, who were grazing iheir horses rather 
too dose, scamper off, and received much nbnsc from them for my pains 
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The Murrees acknowledge to their having had 80 killed and 80 wounded 
in the fight. Our old acquaintance Hybutt Khan, and his son are, it is 
stated, both killed, also Knrreem Khan, who superintended the slaughter 
on the 29th June. 

12th. — I saw a very pleasing sight this morning ; nothing more or less 
than the Murrees moving away the guns. They appear to be taking them 
to pieces, and away. This looks very much like a bolt on their part. Per- 
haps they have got intelligence of another convoy coming up. The Be- 
loochees are rather quiet, and allowed two camelmen to loot them of three 
mares out grazing. One hundred and sixty killed and badly wounded, will 
make a hole in their tribe. 

13th. — About 1 A. M. there was great noise and many fires in the di- 
rection of the Murree camp. At day-light not a single tent to be seen, 
but loaded camels going off by dozens. The Murrees are all off, and 
our eyes are no longer made sore by the sight of the convoy’s guns. 
Every one is delighted beyond measure — this is quite a reprieve. 

14th. — Sent off Sheer Bheg with a message to Major Clibborn, to say w'e 
were all well in the fort. This is the first opportunity that has offered 
of sending anything in the shape of a letter since the 26th ultimo. We 
captured two camels this morning with the C. D. mark fresh upon them, and 
there is no doubt from whence they came! I feel the want of a drop 
of spirits or a cup of tea most sadly, when keeping watch at night. Water 
(and such water too !) is but cold comfort. 

17th. — About 12 o’clock last night a cossid arrived with an ofiicial letter 
from the Brigade Major at Sukkur, informing us of the full particulars of 
Major Clibborn’s disaster, and leaving me to my own resources, it being 
found impossible to send me any further relief. Well, this decides the 
matter at once. The number of sick, and the weakly state of the rest of 
the detachment, give little chance of escape by a night march, and I do not 
suppose the Murrees will agree to any terms I may offer. We put 
the best face we could on the matter, and on making a calculation, find we 
can last out until the 15th October on quarter rations, and the gun bul- 
locks. We decided on holding out, unless we get honorable terms. Perhaps 
something will turn up in the mean time, and if it come to the worst, we 
must try and make our way down to the plains. Replied to the Brigade 
Major, but, in conformity with my decision, did not allow the cossid 
to enter into the fort, knowing he would not have the most cheering news 
for the people inside. The sepoys are in excellent spirits, although 
well aware that there is some mischief in the wind. From this to the 22d 
instant, nothing extraordinary occurred. 

23rd. — Sheer Bheg returned from the plains to-day, but without any 
reply to my letter, having had it taken from him. He tells me that 
“ Dodah sent twice to him, immediately after the fight, knowing he had 
access to. the fort, to say, he should be happy to make any terms with 
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me, as long as I would leave hu fori, and tlmt lie had sent two people 
to me, but that I would not listen to them, firing upon and driving them 
away ’ The Beloochee who came on the 5th, and whom we treated so 
roughly, must have been one ol these peaceable messengers ! Well, this 
seems an opcnmg for obtaining favourable terms, particularly as old 
Dodah has made the first advances, and knowing the impossibility of 
holding the post much longer for want of supplies, I opened a communi- 
■cation with the chief, Sheer Bheg and my naib being the bearers of the 
following proposal — 

“ Dodah Ifurree, I will give you back your fort ou conditions, viz that 
you give me personal security for my safe arrival in the plams If not, 

I will remain here two months longer, having provisions for that time ' 

24th — The deputation returned, informing me, that on receiving the 
communication, the whole of the chiefs had assembled together, and after 
some consideration took a solemn oath on the Koran, that if I would 
leave the fort in three days, they would protect me from all opposition down 
to the plams, endmg by saying that, “ whatever my wishes were, should 
he their law Two hours afterwards a cossid brought a letter from Dodah 
himself, in answer to mine, contaiumg an agreement on oath, to my pro 
posal He said, be would send hts nephew to pay his respects to me, 
and to see the agreement conformed to by all his people 

25th —I replied to Dodah a tetter, to the effect, that 1 would give up the 
fort three days hence, on the above terms I am surpnzed at their letting 
us off so easily, namely, eunply to return to the plains without let or 
hindrance from hu people, ou condition of givuig up tbe fort, which Dodah 
must well know we cannot hold a month longer There is plenty of room 
to suspect treachery, but we roust run the risk Thu cvemng Guamaul 
Khan came near the fort, and aent a message to say, that he feared to ten 
ture Inside, that if I would meet him outside without my troops, he would 
ratify tbe agreement ^\i8bmg at once to see whether it was to bo 
“treachery, or no treachery, I agreed, and with Erskinc and four natuo 
officers, met him about a mile from the fort, I never saw a man in such a 
fnght in my life Although he bad 30 horsemen, armed to the teeth, and 
there were only six of us, be retreated twice before he would venture near 
us He thought, from our eozniug alone, there must be treachery, tnat 
some men were bidden somewbere. Even after we had met, ho had bis 
horse all ready close by for a start Down we all sat in a arcle A wild 
scene, his followers appeared to bo exceedingly well armed, and all line 
stont built men Alter compliments, etc. the nephew began to tall, very 
reasonably He expressed a hope that “there would now be a lasting 
peace between his tnbe and the British- That they had only fought at the 
Nufibosk Pass to save their country, and their lues That it was the least 
they could do when they had the fate of Bt^ah Kban stanng them m 
the face That they had ncicr killed any of our people alter the fight, and 
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Ihnl Jill the prisoners lintl been fed, clothed, nnd set free." lie concluded 
saying, that "he should remain near the fort until ivc left, to prevent any 
disturbances hot ween his people nnd mine; nnd that he would furnish me 
with trustworthy guides down." There wns not the slightest appenrnnee 
of treachery. Thus ended this most interesting conference. It will not, I 
think, he easily forgotten by cither Erskinc or myself; so much depend- 
ed on it, to ourselves nnd the whole of the dctnclinicnt. We found these 
Bcloochccs the most civil nnd polite of ipen ! The confidence placed in their 
word, by meeting them in the way we did, seemed to please them much, 
and from having bccu deadly enemies five long months, became in one 
hour the best of friends. No doubt their joy wns just ns great in getting 
rid of us, ns our’s wns in obtaining our freedom. 

2Gth and 27th. — We arc most delightfully employed in preparing for 
a start. Only ten public camels arc left, nnd those ns thin as rats ; none 
arc here procurable— the number of sick amounts to 40, and these rcqjiirc 
carriage. Then there arc the rations, ammunition, both gun nnd musket, 
water and tents. In fact, I found I could not move without sacrificing all 
priv.atc property, and half the ammunition nnd tents. I was obliged to call 
on officers nnd men to give up what private camels they had. This was 
most willingly agreed to ; and all kit, even to our bedding, wns left behind 
— the gun ammunition I was obliged to take, as I rather expected opposi- 
tion from the Boogties, through whose country wo had forty miles to go. 
At first we were almost afraid we should not bo able to bring down 
the gun, from the wretched state of the bullocks, nnd weakness of the men. 
However we determined to try, nnd leaving the waggon and forage-cart be- 
hind, picked out thirty of the best for the gun alone. The sepoys thinking 
we were going to leave it behind, came and begged me not, as they them- 
selves would drag it down, and defend it with their lives ! When Erskine 
was burning the forage-cart nnd waggon, the Bcloochccs outside, think- 
ing we were setting fire to the fort, sent to beg us to spare it. 

28th. — We turned our backs on Kahun this morning at 2 o’clock. We 
had much trouble in getting off, in consequence of the number of sick, and 
were obliged to tie some of the poor fellows on the camels. We commen- 
ced the ascent of the big hill at 6, and after immense fatigue and labour, 
got the gun to the top by 2 r. m. The sepoys were regularly overpowered 
with the fatigue half way up. The call for water now was dreadful, all 
that I had brought with me in the mussucks being expended. About 9 
o’clock about 300 Beloochces had assembled in our front, rear and right 
flank, perched on the tops of the hills. They seemed highly amused at 
our getting the gim up : but when they saw the sepoys completely done up 
with thirst and fatigue, they called out “ Ah 1 you will never get the gun 
down to the plains, you had better give it to old Dodah." I offered them 
money to shew us some water, and they said they would for 1000 Rupees ! 
After some talk, they agreed to shew us some for 100 Rupees, which was 
immediately given them, — there was just enough to give each man a handful 
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or so, and then they set to, and got the gun up I really thought at one 
time we must have left it behind At the very top of the Pass were about 
50 of Hybutt Khan’s followers Hiese men swore we should not go any 
further, until we had paid for the flock of sheep we captured on the ISth 
August However, when it came to the point, and seeing the gun too dose 
to be pleasant, they thought better of it, and begged 100 rupees for Hybutt 
Khan’s family, who they said, were very poor It was as much as 1 could 
do to restrain myself from giving the party a round of grape. It s well I did 
not, perhaps, as it would most likely have embroiled me with the rest of the 
tribe, and the detachment was not in much of a fighting condition ! 

It was 4 r M and we had still to descend the Nuflbosk Pass to water, 
which our Murree guide reported was u abandance three miles from the 
bottom, in consequence of much ram having fallen Vie commenced 
descending, when a spectacle, the most homble to be conco red, met 
onr sight-— the bodies of all our poor fellows, both officers and men, 
who fell on the aist August, lying* nnbnned, with nil their clothes 
on* having been merely dragged off the road Raitt's body was 
the first, being almost on the top of the Pass Through this dreadful 
scene, we had to lower our gun down the hUl, inch by inch I wonld 
have given worlds to have bnned the poor feUows, but this was out 
of the question We had then been fourteen hours under arms, and 
had still to seek for water , besides which, we had no intrenching tools 
The bodies were tying in heaps, which shews what a bitter fight it must 
have been The Morrecs spoke highly of poor Raitt a bravery in being at 
the head of all They had buried all their own dead at the bottom of the 
hill, but although I offered them any money they chose to ask, they 
refused to bury our s lu consequence of the state of decomposition they 
were then in Alter much labour, we got the gun down the hill, and pro* 
ceeded along the table land until 7 o dock, when wc found water m 
abundance, in a deep water-course on the bank of which wo birouaced 
for the night. Although the men had no food all day, they all (save ibc 
picquets) immediately fell asleep, without tasting a hit They had been 
nineteen hours under arms, tho bugle having been sounded at 12 o clock 
last night Had this water been found when the fight of the 31st took 
place, what n different talc would have been told I 

29th — Marched this morning to the top of the Surtoff mountain, 4 miles , 
descended the bill, lowering the gun down with drag ropes, and reached 
the bottom at 10 o dock. On examining ono of the gnn wheels, I found 
the iron work of the axle-tree box split in several places From the 
appearance it seemed impossible to repair t(, or that the gun, would trarcl 
any further , hut Erskine, by great exertions, got it bound op, and on wo 

• Slate wriiUil thU 1 fcin happy to up 1 ksee farcetdtd ia cettlaf *tl wt fomrein 
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•went again, starting at 2 r. m., but did not reach our ground until 10, 
having lost the road, and got jammed between ravines. I should have 
•wished to have made only one march a day, in consequence of the weak 
state of the men, but there was no help for it ; on we must go, night as 
well as day, having only two days provisions with us. Here no water 
was procurable. Luckily the sepoys were so done up, that they soon fell 
asleep, and did not complain at all about their thirst. Received an express 
from the Assistant Political Agent, warning us to expect opposition 
from the Nagties, in whose country w'e are now, in not much of a fighting 
condition, half the men being on camels; but with the gun I think we 
have not much to fear from them. 

30th. — Started at 5 a. m. and arrived at 10 at a beautiful stream of 
water. On this march I was obliged to throw away all the ammunition, 
save a few rounds of grape, otherwise I must have left eight or ten sick 
behind. Both men and camels regularly gave in during the march, and how 
we got all safe up, I hardly know. Remaining with the rear-guard, I 
thus cheered them on as well as I could, but one poor fellow died on the 
camel’s back. Our Murree guide, who had behaved as yet very well, did 
an act of extraordinary kindness for a Beloochee. Hearing that one of our 
people was left behind for want of carriage to bring him on, he went back 
of his own accord, mounted him on his horse, and brought him into camp, 
walking himself by his side. From this ground, I sent off an express by 
our Murree guide, (the only man who would venture) to Poolajee, for some 
spare camels and gun-bullocks, and we proceeded on another eight miles, 
at 4 A. M., getting to some water about 10 o’clock. 

October 1st. — Started at 3 a. m. and marched on eight raUes. Soon 
after our arrival, to our great delight, up came our Murree guide, with 
some Sinde horse, spare camels and gun-bullocks. We proceeded on to Poo- 
lajee at 4 A. M. reaching that post at 12, distance fourteen miles. On 
coming out of the hills into the plain, I fired off our howitzer, to give 
notice to our friends at Lehree, the head quarters of the 5th Regiment, of 
our safe arrival. 

Thus, after a detention of five months in the fort of Kahun, was our 
escape from that position and the Murree hills, accomplished. The hard- 
ships and privations circumstances forced on us, were most cheerfully borne 
with by all. After the attack on Major Clibborn’s party, it o^ten appeared 
impossible to expect a release, yet not a murmur was heard. On no one 
occasion had I to find fault with the men, and the alacrity and cheerfulness 
•with which they performed the excciedingly onerous duties which I was 
forced to exact, reflects, in my humble opinion, great credit on the Kahun 
(5th) Pultan and small detachment of Artillery. Of the constant aid 
afforded me on every occasion by Lieut. Erskine and Lieut. Glasse, I note 
nothing — it can never cease to be fresh in memory; and their rank is 
too near my own to admit of my saying all I could wish, or they deserve, 
even in this my private journal. 
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Narraitee of a DisatUr tcAich hef<t fi^ner t Horst tn iht i7o^an Pass 

Extract of a Utter from Captaia Haldane 

Camp Queiio, 10<A May, 1841 —I was left at Dadur witb orders to escort 
the Battenag Tram through the Pass, but this arrangemeot was subse- 
que&tljr altered by the arrival of orders for the Tram to remain at Sukkur 
I had consequently nothmg to do but to join my Brigade (which bad al 
ready gone into Quetta) as soon as possible, and with that view I applied 
for Commissariat Cattle and PromioBS for the tnp up the BoUn Pass, a 
distance of seven long marches over a road of loose stones, or rather the bed 
of a nulla Commissariat carriage (id suffiaent quantity) could hot be fur 
nished, but as I did not Uke to stay bebind, I detemuned on accomplish 
mg the distance m five days, and applied for Camels to carry four days pro 
visions, as I knew I could get plenty of provisions on the fifth day, when I 
reached Camp 1 succeeded m obtauung 28 Camels, which assisted a little , 
though they were such wretched animals that they could not carry more 
than two maunds each I started on the 23d ultimo, the men carrying whst 
the Camels could not, and the first march was got over without ac- 
cident. The second march we lost two Camels, but this was of little 
consequence, as the daily consumption of gram reduced the loads 
The third day we had to march a distance of 22 miles over a tcmble road 
with no water for the last 13 miles, and reached our tents at 2 r w Tbca 
came the distress of the camp foUowera -numbera of them fell for want 
of water, and would not come on , while, to add to our misery, eight of the 
Camels died, leaving the attah, etc. on the road. As soon as I reached the 
ground I sent hack water to those left behmd, most of whom were Oimef 
men (150 of this class accompanying the detacbment) and at last all the 
people reached the camp , but it was then dark, and as all bands were com* 
plctely knocked up, I was unable to march again the next morning , be- 
sides I wanted to send back for the gram, etc. left on the rosd This was 
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done early in the morning, and in lltc evening we made a, march of six 
miles to Sir-i-Bolan, where we passed the night, intending to march to 
Dust-i-Bndowlut (IS miles) in the morning; but finding all the party, 
men and animals, much fatigued with their previous exertions, I finally 
determined to give them till the afternoon to recruit themselves. We 
started therefore at 1 r. m., and had gone about two miles when it came on 
to rain, though not heavily. 

We had now reached the narrowest part of the Pass, not more than 20 
or 30 yards wide, and I had sent on 100 Suwars, the Camel men and all 
the baggage, with instructions to keep close together, and was bringing 
up the rear with about 80 horse, when just as I entered the narrow Pass 
and c.amo to a turn, I saw a body of water, about a foot deep, rushing 
round another turn with tremendous force, and immediately after another 
wave full three feet higher : on the right and left there were no means of 
escape, the rocks being perpendicular, so we went to the right about and 
galloped back, just reaching an accessible place as the water was upon 
us. The stream now rolled past with awful velocity, and rapidly increas- 
ed to ten feet in depth : — then came a dreadful scene, men, horses, 
camels, etc. were swept past us, and dashed to pieces ag.iinst projecting 
rocks over which the water flew twenty feet high. No assistance could be 
afforded, for the stream ran faster than a horse could gallop. I stood 
upon the bank quite horror-struck, for I believed, and so did we all, 
that every one ahead of us had perished. In a few moments the 
destruction was complete, and we felt like men cast upon a desert island, 
without a particle of food, wet to the skin, a cold cutting wind blowing 
on us, and no means, from the nature of the country, of ascertaining 
the extent of our loss, as until the water went down all communication 
with any of the party who might have been saved was completely cut 
off. About sunset the water had nearly subsided, and I then found how 
matters stood ; the loss of life was (as the accompanying list will shew) 
33 men and 101 animals. We passed a miserable night, but no more 
rain fell; and in the morning we pushed on to one of our outposts, 
eight miles from Dusht-i-Budowlut, and about an equal distance 
from our Camp. Two Oflicers of the Madras Engineers, who were with 
us, have lost every thing they had, and the Risallahs have been ruined, 
nor can they replace the things lost here. We trusted to recover some 
of the property in the morning before starting, but found very little, for 
such was the force of the stream, that the matchlocks belonging to the 
men drowned had the barrels broken in two, and some of the bodies were 
found by the dawk man at -Beebee Narree, 20 miles below the spot where 
the accident occurred. The only people in the torrent who were saved 
happened at the time it met them to be near a place where they could 
scramble up. All the Company’s Camels but six were lost. 
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All Amoiusition, Doohes, and ever/ tbiog lost, 33 Men and IDl Cattle. 
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Narrniirc of CwTM's Gtiw’s escape from the Ghilzics. 

I commenced my mnrcli from Cabul nt daylight, on the morning of 
the 2nd of October, ivilli an escort of twenty Ilazir Bash horsemen, fur- 
nished me by Sir A. Burnes,- and had proceeded ns far ns a village called 
Boodkhah, about six miles from Cnhul, when one of the dak runners came 
up to me stating that a Kafila had been plundered by the Gilzies the 
previous night, nt a place called Tazecn, and advised me not to proceed 
till I had heard from Sir A. Bumes, to whom they had reported the cir- 
cumstance. I in consequence went off the road, and remained there till 
J could hear something further, but was not kept Jong in suspense, when I 
perceived a horseman galloping up in my direction ; it was one from Sir 
A. B. with a note for mo, wishing me not to proceed any further, as the 
Pass was not safe, hut to go into the village of Boodkhah, and there remain 
till I should hoar from him again. I therefore took his advice, and on the 
evening of the 3rd I got another note from him, saying there was a party 
of four "hundred horsemen going in my direction, and that 1 might embrace 
the opportunity of accompanying them ns far as Gundamuk; that the 
Chief was a very respectable and trustworthy man, requesting me at 
the same time to be altogether guided by his advice. I accordingly left 
the village, and joinedhis camp on the evening of the 3rd ; and at daylight, 
on the morning of the 4th, we commenced our march towards the Khoord 
Cabul Pass, and on gaining the mouth of it, found it in possession of the 
Gilzies, and so strongly posted on the heights, that the Chief thought 
it advisable not to attempt it, but endeavour to get through another Pass 
called the Chinaree ; we then shaped our course for it, and on reaching it 
found it also in possession of the enemy. Binding this to be the case, 
the Chief held a consultation with his sirdars, when they unanimously 
agreed to try another Pass, stating at the same time, that the natural 
diffieulties of it were so great, that he was afraid we should not be able to 
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surmount them , however it was decayed that the attempt should be made, 
and I am happy to say, we surmounted every difficulty, and got safe 
through by 4 o'clock p m and took up our camp m the dry bed of a river 
between Si Baba and Tazecn , and every thing appeared to be quiet 
till between 8 and 9 o’clock, when some people appeared on the hills that 
surrounded us, and challenged some of our escort, saying that if they 
would give up the two Officers, K. and myself, they should receive three 
thousand rupees for each of us, and that the escort would be permitted to 
proceed without molestation The answer they received from our party 
was ‘that the Officers were under their protection, and protect them they 
would to the very last.’ The sentence was scarcely finished, when a shrill 
whistle was beard in the hills and followed by a tremendous volley from 
the 8ide«, and directed on my tent, whi^ was the only one mour camp I im- 
mediately jumped out of bed, put on my clothes as quick as possible, and had 
the tent struck, got our escort to saddle their horses and be prepared 
in case the enemy might descend, but findmg they hod no intention of doing 
so, bat were determined to pick ns off without exposing themselves, our 
party thought it necessary that they shonld be dislodged, and commenced 
ascending tbe hills on each side, the enemy all the time pouring on ns a 
most destructive fire and after a contest of several hours, they succeeded 
iQ driving them from the heights We were engaged from between 8 aod 
9 o’clock (at which time the moon bad just got above the bill* that sur- 
rounded us and threw her light on our party below) till 4 o’clock the fol- 
lowing morning, the 5th 

On the return of our party a council of war was held, to which 
we were invited. The Chief said be had sent for ns to know what 
our wishes were, whether we wished to proceed or return, that the 
whole of the Passes of Gundamuk were m possession of the Gilsies, and 
that one of them bad 5,000 men m it, and that none of his escort had a 
single ball left. I repUed *if each is the case, I would certainly advise 
our returning to Cabul when a very young man, a sirdar, son of the Nnib 
Shnrreers at Cabal, started up, and said, ' I am directed to escort these 
Officers as far as Gondaiunk, we have sustained the attack of lost night, 
and why should we fly! No, forward uthc word with me,' and stroking 
h» beard at the same tune, which la considered m the light of an oath 
with them, they all followed his example, saying ‘ Ptih,’ which is * Foncard ' 
The Chief then directed me to have iny cattle loaded, and to disguise our- 
selves, which I accordingly did, borrowing from amongst them, one thing 
or another, and by day-light on the 5lh, we were on the move towards 
Gundamuk, and on reaching the PsTTee Durra, or Fairy Pots wc found 
It literally alive with the GiUics We m consequence halted for a few se- 
conds to consult , however, it was thought advisable not to attempt it, but to 
take another direction across tbe Doblee and Udruk Budmk Mountains into 
the Leighnau Valley, which wc did , and it la only wonderful bow wc ever 



CArTAIN ghay’s kscape feom the ouilziks, xli 

cflcctcd it. The nsccnt "wns dreadful, and only one at a time could ascend; 
however we got over the difllcultics, keeping on at a pretty good pace for 
fear of the enemy overtaking us, which they did not do till about the close of 
the evening, when they came np with our straggling rear, cutting up every 
one they could lay hands on. We had a great many camp-followers that 
were returning to the Provinces, and mostly all on foot ; they were all cut 

up, poor fellows ! and scver.al servants of Iv (six of them,) his tent, 

bed, clothes, and two tattoos ; and it was not till about 4 o’clock on the 
morning of the Gth, we halted at a village called Mumrour, our party com- 
ing in by twos and threes, having been on the move for 23 hours, without 
even a halt. You may guess the state we were in, when I tell you that 

the moment we got into the village, K and I just tied our horses to a 

tree, and fell down fast asleep in one of the public roads of it, and had 
scarcely laid an hour, when the chief sent for me, and informed me that we 
were not safe in the tillage, and that he advised our proceeding on to one 
that we would be safe in. Away we started, and between 7 and 8 o’clock 
that evening reached the fort of Teer Ghurrcc, as it is called ; we were 
then put into a hut, which was surrounded by a high wall, and there re- 
mained for seventeen days, expecting every moment to have our throats cut. 
On the morning of the 7th, the chief of our party, Mahomed Uzzeen Khan, 
came to me and said he had something to communicate; I consequently 
took him aside, when he told me, that he was very much alarmed for our 
safety ; in fact, that the whole of Affghanistan were determined to make 
one cause of it, and to drive out and murder every Fcringhcc in the 
country ; and that there was not the least reliance to be placed in our es- 
cort, and that the country round about, and Cabul itself, was ready to break 
out. On heariug this from so respectable a chief and several other people, 
I thought it my duty to apprise Sir A. Burncs of it. I immediately sat 
down and wrote him an official letter, acquainting him with what was going 
on, and that treachery was at the very threshold of their doors, and also 
informing him of the attack upon us ne.ar Tazecn. A new difficulty now 
presented itself, — ^how the letter was to be conveyed to him ; however, 
this was very soon settled by the chief, who said that ho would give the 
man that took it and brought back an answer, twenty rupees and a khc- 
lut : it was taken and delivered to Sir A. Burnes, and the bearer of it 
brought a letter to the chief, acknowledging its receipt. But I never heard 
a line from Sir A. B. This can be easily accounted for, — the idea of my 
writing and telling such big-wigs that treachery was on foot ! Had I been 
a little ‘ Political,’ they might have given car to it ! What has been the con- 
sequence of his incredulity ? Why, he, his brother, Swayne, Robinson, and 
Raban of ours, and several others were murdered in his house ! I only 
regret I did not keep a copy of the official letter I wrote, for I certainly 
would publish the whole transaction. As it was official, Burnes ought to 
have laid it before Sir Wm. Macnaghten and the General. I am not 
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awire he did not, but stiongly snspect so, otherwise he would not 
]iare suffered as he did Why, to tell you the whole of the business 
from 6rst to last, would take BCTeral sheets of paper, but 1 11 give all 
the leading particulars Whilat we were I may say prisoners, several old 
moolahs used to come in and see us, and I very soon found out the drift 

of one man’s visits, and therefore begged of K to let me conduct the 

whole of our plans for leaving the place we were in During our confine 
ment I had received several letters from Capt P Burn at Gnndamuck, re« 
guesting me to proceed, with the escort with me, to his support On the tC' 
ceipt of his letter I sent over to the chief of our party and requested him to 
allow me to take the patty to his assistance , he said he conld not, that he 
was sent for the sole protection of the property in the Lnghroan Valley, and 
that on hu leaving it, the Gbilstea would immediately attack the place and 
destroy the whole valley I wrote to Bum to this effect, acquainting him 
at the same time that the party was not under my command , hut on the 
contrary, that my hands had been completely tied by Sir A B previous to 
my leaving Cahul, by being solely guided by this chief, and not in any way 
to act contrary to his wishes, but to be guided talthj and altogether by 
him However several notes passed between Captain Bum and myself, 
and his chief object appeared to me, to get us out of the dilemma we were 
m, and wrote rather a severe letter to the chief, who appeared to be much 
annoyed, and came over to us and asked me if we were anxious to go f 
I replied, we were , and that if he would give me twenty horsemen I would 
make the attempt to Gundamuck, he said, 'Very well, the day after 
to*morrow be ready to start, m the mean time I will send out people 
and find out the state of the Pass to Jellalabad.’ I said I wished to 
go to Gondamuk to Captain Bum however before the day arrived for 
our departure, he came and said it was impossible to go, as wo were 
literally surrounded by the Ghilzies , and put us off for a couple of days 
more We were obliged to submit, but at the same time determined 
not to be put off another day, and made every preparation for starting 
The two days previous to our leaving, the old moolah came in and asked me, 
if we had made up our minds as to when we would leave, and m what 
direction , I told him that we had, that wc should leave on such a day and go 
to Gundamnk , but at the same time I most tell you, I had a most faithful 
and intelligent spy m my service, my muleteer Through him I heard of ail 
that was going on, consequently on the morning we started, he took me on 
one Bide, and told me that the moolah bad been \ cry busy in planning our 
destruction , that he had taken the Ghilnes off the Pass leading to J ellalabad 
and had placed them on the road to Gundamuck I told him not to say a 
word to a soul Shortly after this, the chief sent word that be was ready to 
start , wc did so, at daylight on the morning of the 23d October, ail the 
party fully expecting that Gundamuk was to be our dealmation, and 
on our reaching the junction of the two roads, I asked the chief to let 
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me Imvc fifty men, and that I i\*ould make the best of my ivay to Jclla- 
labad and not to Gundamnek. I was determined on doing so, and by 5 
o’clock that evening reached it, a distance of forty miles. I went and 
called on the Governor of the place, and requested him to give me protec- 
tion, which he did : halted the 21th, and by the 28th, reached Peshawar, 
where T considered myself safe ; halted a day there, and in fifteen days 
reached Ferozepore; hatted there four days, and Loodiana two, and arrived 
at Kurnaul on the morning' of the 3d December, a complete Afighan, with 
a heard, etc. as long ns my arm. My disguise saved me many a pot shot; 
and, thank God, got through all my difficulties, without a scratch. 
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Altack on, and Captaih Fer&is Escape from, Pesh Bolal 

Pesh Bolak is sitnated half way between LaUpoorah and Jellalabad, 
and there is a cantonment there for one of Shah Sooja s Regiments, the 
“ Jezailcheea, or Rifles, commanded by Captain Ferns 
The Officers attached to this Corps were Captain Garrard, second la com 
mand, tieutenant Lnkio, Adjutant and Dr Ritchie 
Cnptam Gerrard with 300 men bad been detached to succour Captain 
Bum s post at Gundamack this with various demands upon his Regi 
ment, left Captain Ferns but 250 men, to defend bis post keep open 
the communication, and guard treasure to the amount of 50 000 rupees 
Kear the cantonment is an old fort, ill-calculated to stand a siege, 
indeed you might have marched a section through a breach in one of the 
curtains and His Majesty s Regiment of Jerailchces, or that portion of 
them at Fesh Bolak, would ere (bis have bad their quietus, but for some 
slight suspicions respecting the fate of the surrounding country, which in 
duced Captain Ferris to stop the gap in the wall, and he was enabled to do 
so with a number of bricks which lay close at hand 

In the early part of October, Captain Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant- 
General, Lieutenant Harrington, 5th Light Cavalry, with twenty four 
Trooper*, and Dr Stiven, Superintending Surgeon, halted at Pcsh Bolak, 
at the recommendation of the Political Agent, Captain Mackeson, as the 
country a-head was said to be in a state of insurrection A Parsce mrr 
chant with a large and valuable investment also took refuge at Pcsh Bolak 
Matters continued tranquil until the 13th November, when at half 
past ten at night, the picqncts were attacked, but without sustamiog 
any loss, nbearerof Dr Surens was killed, and a troop horse wounded, 

(ho enemy were driven off IFe the next day endesroored to discorer 
who were our foes, and we had just come to the conclusion they wens 
common thieves when about 3 o clock r u , there issued from the (»ohhl 
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forts, close to the cantonments, some two huntlrcd men, who opened a 
sharp fire, and advanced upon the Officers' bungalows. 

To repel them, the Troopers of the 5th Light Cavalry (late of the 2nd) 
and a Company of Jczailchees turned out, and a very pretty afiair com- 
menced in skirmishing order. Although the ground was not favorable 
for Cavalry, the Troopers behaved well, and one man, Ram Singh, a Raj- 
poot, displayed signal intrepidity ; he was met with equal courage by two 
Afighans on foot, one of whom shot him through the body. The moment 
he fell from his horse, a Jezailchcc, a mere youth, mounted the animal, 
and taking a deliherate aim at the two Afighans who were quenching 
their thirst)’ swords in the blood of the Trooper <is he lay on the ground, 
shot one of them dead on the spot. 

The enemy being compelled to retire by the superior fire of the 
Jezailchecs, we commenced our work to render the ricketty old fort de- 
fensible : there were neither loop-holes nor banquettes ; to remedy the first 
deficiency, moorchus of loose bricks were constructed, and a portion of 
the inside of the wall, cut away, served for the latter. 

The Officers were enabled to get most of their baggage out of the 
bungalows into the fort ; the Parsce's investments had been lodged there 
some time before. 

Our enemies were rapidly increasing in numbers, and soon returned fill- 
ing the air with horrid yells, brandishing their swords, and cutting all sorts 
of war capers and antics, a mode of horrifying their enemies generally 
adopted by Eastern nations. 

During the remainder of the day and the whole of the night, a continued 
fire was kept up on the walls, and well replied to by our men, who were 
enabled to pick off a number of the enemy, by the strong light of the 
bung.alows and lines which they had set fire to. On the 15th, the Shin- 
warries, the Sungoo Kail, Deh-Suruk men, and Pcsh-Bolakhees, besides a 
numerous body of Kochees, or w.andering Ghiljies, joined the Golahi men, 
comprising altogether a force of 5000. They surrounded the fort, and be- 
came bold even to rashness. 

To cool their ardour we contrived, with immense labour, to raise the 
only gun we had, a six-pounder, and getting it into position on the centre 
bastion at the west-side of the fort, a few round shot from it eaused them 
to approach with more caution in that position. Our men behaved nobly, 
poor fellows; obliged to work day and night they had no rest; they seemed, 
however, to eonsider it good sport, and when any of the enemy were 
knocked over they erowded amazingly. 

At length the miserable intelligence was eoramunicated to us by the Ad- 
jutant, that we had but one day’s supply of ammunition in the magazine ! 
Captain Ferris had sent in his indents to Cabool six months before ! Com- 
ment is unnecessary — he had represented the state of the fort, too, but 
who cares for an out-post ? 
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In tbi8 most depressing state of things, we tned negotiation, but the 
villains knew we were in need both oT men and powder, and swore they 
would give terms to none, evcept the ladies 
Here, 1 must pause to implore my fair country women in India, never to 
place themselves in the situation of these poor ladies at Pesh-Bolak 
Affghauistan is a land of blood, the work of destruction is about to com 
mence, and no one can predict where it is to stop During this month, 
there have fallen by assassination and in action, more Officers than are 
usually saendeed in a dozen battles 
To attempt a description of the suficcings of Mrs Ferns and her sister, 
would require an abler pen than mine , we, in the contemplation of them, 
felt onr very heart-strings wmog, and were compelled to seek relief from 
such torture by resorting to the stem work before us And we did serve 
Out the *' turbaned wamors they went down one after another like nine 
pins, and a round of grape judiaously pitched into a Inmp of them, sent a 
dozen by the shortest route into Paradise 
The Adjutant, Lieutenant Lnkio, deserves the credit of thnt shot, and 
his Addiscomho education taught hun to lay the guns as well ns any of 
our Artillery Officers coold have done it 
tVe now made a discovery calculated to appal the stoutest heart , wc had 
enemies inside the fort as well as out. Treachery was at work, and the 
knowledge of the fact threw a dismal gloom over the spirits of the Officers, 
already low enough Captain ponsonby, on going to bis post at eight, 
called for the Native Officer under him, he was replied to by the snap of a 
pistol, which fortunately missed fire Seemmg not to observe the circum' 
stance. Captain Ponsonby ordered the man to mount the wall, which he did. 

The following day the Native Officers reported that one of their number 
was corresponding with the enemy, they undertook, however, to ronnago 
him in their own way— they harangued him, taunted him with perfidy, and 
succeeded m making him ashamed of himself, and finally made him swear 
upon the Koran to he true to his aalu llis conduct eventually proved bii 
sincerity, for lie exerted himself most strenuously against the enemy 
On the morning of the IGth, wc were infonned the enemy were prepar- 
ing mines , they had previously made an attempt to place dried bullrushes 
at the gate, m order to burn it, but were compelled to “ leave that.’ 

Wc had sent letters for assistance to Jcllalahad, to Torn Baz Khan, the 
Mobnmudan Chief at Lallpoorah, and to Captain Mackeson at Pcshawur , 
but it was evident none of them had been receiTcd- e had, m tain, 
tried negotiation, and having only 25 rounds per man left, wc held a coun- 
cil of war,— our deliberations were bncf enough,— wc decided upon cutting 
our way through the multitude around us— better to die like men, than 
like rats m a hole 

Meantime we plied the gun, and gave no indication that could lead 
the enemy to guess our intentions Oitr own men, however, had observed 
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Sht' fntlurc of the nminnnUinn, nr npiwhemletl pomcUiing hnd gone wrong, 
nntl i^cvcrnl of them threw their hmultcs over the wnll, preparing to 
tU\«crt : five of them Icil the avny, jumped into the ditch nnd ran oil’ to 
the enemy, who .at once cut them in pieces before the eyes of the garrison, 
upon whom the Ics'ion was not lost, ns tin more tried the experiment. 

I’hc shades of iwening fell upon friend nnd foe alike, nnd the tired, nnd 
war-worn garrison of I’csh-nolak, prepared for a still greater trial than 
nny they had yet been put to. 

It was decided that not a particle of baggage should be taken, indeed 
there was no possibility of doing so. 

The two ladies were placed on horseback behind two of the Native 
Officers, the garrison was disposed so ns to rnmlcr their fire cflcctivc 
in front, to both flanks nnd to the rear, nnd the Camp followers were 
securely placed between (he main body nnd rear guard. 

Every thing being arranged, the gates were opened, nnd a few of the 
rear guard continuing to fire from the walls to lull suspicion, the word to 
march was given, nnd at about half past six or seven we issued forth. On 
we moved nnd silently, until clearing the Hues, we were challenged ; 
the answer was a bullet, and in a moment all was a blare of fire, the balls 
whistled from every quarter, while above the tmivcrsal din of fire arms 
were heard the shrill cric-s of the Affghans, who charged .sword in hand up 
to the column. 

I'crris' orderly w.as cut down and his horse shot in the mouth, blows fell 
hard and fast, nnd many of onr men fell under them, hut .still we fought the 
good fight, and pressed on. 

I know not how the gnidas managed to lead the way, for there was a 
thick darkness caused by a cloud of dust nnd smoke, through which the 
flashing of jcrails was alone visible. 

The enemy not rclisliing the unexpected entertainment we carried out 
for them, began to sheer off, probably attracted by thc^dundcr of the fort, 
where they were well rewarded for their labour, hut it is to he hoped, they 
cut each othcr'.s throats while squabbling over the spoil. 

We had yet to sustain the fire from a fort that lay in our road, hat we 
passed it unhurt, nnd had the satisfaction of continuing onr march without 
interruption, until we reached the Pass above Hustar-nou, when about 40 
men attacked the rear guard, hut were beaten ofl‘. 

The Huzar-nou people were lying in wait for us on the high road ; but 
as wo proceeded by a different route, they were disappointed. At 3 o’clock 
on the morning of the 17th, we reached Girdee, where we found Torn Baz 
Khan, who received us hospitably, and at day-light conducted us to Lall- 
poorah. 

A large body of Momurds were assembled here, and indicated by their 
looks, what infinite pleasure it would afford them to pounce upon us, and 
they even solicited their Chief to hand us over to their tender mercies, or 
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at all events to seize and send the Fenngees to Azeez Xhan This la«cr 
bit of humane advice ongmated with Rhaled Khan, the Chiefof Ghoshtah 
TVe heard too, there were 4,000 Kochees on the watch, and Tora Baz 
Khan frankly declared, that Lallpoorah was no place of safety for ns The 
Khyber was closed too, and the Kybemes at that moment surrounding Ah 
Musjid What was to be done’ We possessed nothing bat our arms and 
the clothes on our backs, and it was necessary, to better ourselves, to quit 
a land where we had but one fnend, and he unable to assist us for any 
length of time 

In this juncture we offered the Khan the sum of Us. 3 000 on reaching 
■peshawur, if he would conduct us thither, being aware there was a road 
through his country leading to Tatlerah, which lies East of the Khyber 
He consented, and ordered his nephew, Hyder Khan, to go with us. 

The road was stated to be such as a goat might, with tolerable ease to 
himself, travel over, and on the cvemog of the IStb, the ladies being pro* 
vided with doohes, we crossed the nver and marched about aix miles 
On the morning of the lOtb, we commenced an ascent of the utmost 
difficulty, which occupied us all day, and dnrmg out progress, we had to 
clamber with bauds and feet on the sides of the roost stupendous precipices 
How the horses managed to get along, was matter of astonishment to us 
all, they threw tbcir shoes poor creatures, and were dreadfully bruised in 
the feet, and Bwollen in the legs 

We bivouacked at night in a most villainous looking spot, where the 
Khan s men entreated once more to be allowed to put an end to our trou- 
bles, and Hyder Khan had to use threats before be could silence them 
In the morning of the 20lh, wc were told that the road we bad come 
over, was a bowling green, compared to what wc bad yet to pass, and it 
was BO 

As I feel quite sure that no written account can convey an adequate 
idea of Its nature, I shall not attempt to describe it , let it suffico to say, it 
was all bat impossible, and that after a march which continued from day- 
break until night fall, wc bivouacked on the plain of Peshawur, and nest 
morning marched a distance of twelve miles into Peshawur 

Most of us ate compelled to wear native costume, as Peshawur contains 
few means of aupplymg our wants m the way of clothing and cquipcccat , 
we are, m fact, destitute of every thing, even the commonest necessaries, 
but our escape has been a miraculous one, surrounded as wc were by a 
host of enemies. 

Our loss, in killed and wounded, has not been so severe as might have been 
expected, yet m proportion to the number of our force, it is considerable 
Cavahy— Killed 4 Troopers, 2 Syces, 3 Horses Hounded 2 Troopen, 

4 Horses Infantry— Killed 18, Hounded 21 

A number of the Camp followem wem cut up, each Officer having lost 
three or four servants 
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Narrative of the dest ruction of the Shah's Alh or Goorlca Regiment of Light 
Infantry at Charehar, by Havildar Mootee Ram, of that Regiment. 

I am a Native of Karaaoon. My name is Mootee Ram Haid. I am of 
the tribe of Konwar Rajpoots. The name of ray village is Mirkooly, 
twelve miles from Lohoghat. A little more than three years ago, Major 
McSherry sent letters amongst us, saying he was raising a Hill Corps at 
Loodeeanah to go to Cauhul, and wanted Recruits, I and a great many 
more of the men at Kamaoon enlisted accordingly in the Shah’s 4th Regt. 
composed of men from different parts of the Hills. During the march of 
the Shah’s force to Cauhul, I was much employed as orderly to Major 
McSherry, w'hom I have known from my boyhood. I was one of the par- 
ty who attacked and destroyed the Dacoits at Muckloor, I was also one 
of the Shah’s 4th detached to attack the Gazies in the hills close to Guzni 
on the day preceding its capture. On that occasion I took with my own 
hands one of the enemy’s flags, having shot its bearer. I served in the 
action at Rolati. I was with the 5th and 6th Companies of the Shah’s 4th. 
When under Quarter Master Serjeant Douglas at Kararan, we had heavy 
fighting there against immense odds. I was present in the action at 
Bedjgah, where we defeated Mahomed Akbar, the same who is now up- 
permost at Caubul. He fled back to Balk on that occasion. At Budjgah 
I was wounded by a stone in the head. I beg to observe that the Aff- 
ghans throw stones with great force and correctness of aim. I was in the 
fight at Suffieed Dust at Syga. When cooking our dinner, the bugles 
summoned us from them. We left our cooking utensils and never saw 
them again. We were called to guard the guns, the capture of which it 
was thought the Shah’s Regiment of Affghans meditated. We marched 
for Bameean. I was in the actions fought by Colonel Dennie there, against 
Dost Mahomed. I was one of the Goorkas who captured the Dost’s two 
guns; on this occasion we suffered much from the Affghans of Captain 
Hopkins’ corps, who had deserted to the enemy with their arms and ammuni- 
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tion , they hid heeu drilled lu the English manner I got this wound close 
to ray knee from one of them — bat we killed numbers of the deserters 
We returned to Caubul, where we were quartered some tunc The 4th Re 
gunent was sent to Charebario the month of May We were placed lu 
garrison m the Gurree then in progress of erection Major Pottinger and 
some other gentlemen were m another Gurree, distant about a coss from 
our 8, and called Killa Lukman To this latter fort we furnished a party 
of 100 men under a Snbadar, this patty was relieved weekly The Gur 
ree of Chatekar m which we were placed was quadrangular m figure, 100 
yards long in each face, and having a Bastion at each angle — the ditch from 
which the earth had been excavated to bnild up the walls, at the deepest 
was only three feet, in other parts not more than two feet deep A 
Khutna, named Hur Sing, was engaged in bnildmg the Gurree by con 
tract To this Gurree of Charekar there were two gateways, with gates 
one to the west, another to the east At one gate was the quartet 
guard of the Regiment, its rear guard outside of the gate , at the other 
were n number of huts inhabited by the Bazar people of the 1th Rcgt. , 
in this gateway was placed a long and heavy native gun,— I should think 
an eighteen pounder on each of the two Bastions marked 3 and 4 
was placed one of the Shah s six ponnders A small thread of water was 
conducted from the neighbouriQg bills, and a hollow fomed from working 
up the earth with water to raise the wells of the Gurree , after the How of 
water into this hollow was stopped by the AfTghans, there continued stag 
nant In U about fifteen mussucks There were no guns on the Bastion 
1 have shewn how all the Artillery wc had— the three guns already men 
tioned — were disposed of The huts for the Sepoys were arranged along 
the interior sides of the Gurree, connected together and fiat roofed 
There is no water within the fort of Charekar, which stands on a 
plain — no hills approaching it neater than four miles Our officers* quar- 
ters were at the Westward gate In front of the Eastern face of the 
fort of Charekar, and distant from its \7eUs 150 feet, ran a Canal with 
shelving banks 20 feet in breadth at the top, and about 1 5 feet deep The 
water which ran in it was generally waist deep — this Canal was fed by a 
river to the North, and about six miles distant from Charekar , the road 
to Lukman crossed the Canal, on which there is a Bridge— this road is 
marked 6888, and to prevent injury to the cultivation, was made to wind 
considerably to the N L of Bastion About 20 yards off was situated a 
Fuckhir’s but and tukeah To the South of another Bastion distant aUo 
some 200 yards, there was an eslcnsivc vineyard , about the same di* 
tnnee, there stood to the S W of another Bastion, a \fusjid Ttw were 
throe tombs of Furopcan Officers, nearly, I should say, 4W yard* from 
Bastion No C The Target practice was distant from, and north of the 

same Bastion 350 yards There was a small Gurree behind the Fuckhira 

hut, and 500 yards from the fort of Charekar 
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A few (lays before tbc Dcwnllce,* Mr. IlaUrny, who commanded one of 
(be Affijbnn corps, was lured out from Ibe fort of Lukman by Sliah 
Mabommed of Nijram, to look bo said at some recruits wbicb be brought 
will) him for service. They were mounted men. As Lieut. Rattray was 
examining them drawn up in a line, Sbab Mahomed gave bis Troopers 
a wink, when they wheeled up from the right and left, and enclosed Mr. 
Rattray, who was shot with a pistol, and the body, which was afterwards 
recovered, hacked to pieces. I heard this from the Goorka Moonshce, 
Mohun Bhcer, who accomp.anicd Mr. Rattray, but csc.apcd under the horses’ 
bellies. i Tbc men who murdered Mr. Rattray now made a dash at the 
fort of Lukman. Mr. Rattray’s Regiment of Alfghans immediately join- 
ed the assailant.s. The attack had continued for the space of two hours, 
the Affghans being kept at bay by our guard. Captain Codrington then 
directed Lieut. Ilaughton to take the 2d and Sth Companies to rc-inforcc 
Lukman. Our men look each GO rounds of ammunition in their pouches. 
When they had expended 50 in .skirmishing, and killing numbers of the 
Affghans, they were ordered to close and charge; they did so; a great 
number of the Affghans sought refuge in a vineyard, but were almost 
entirely destroyed by the bayonet and cookryj — all the Aflghans who 
had been attacking the fort of Lukman drew off, and our two Companies 
returned to that of Charckar, which they reached at 3 o’clock r. m. A few 
hours afterwards firing was heard at Lukman : the Affghans were fired 
on by our people when endeavouring to remove their dead. The follow- 
ing morning it was observed, that the Enemy were very numerous about 
Lukman, and pressing its garrison hard; so at G o’clock a. m. the 1st, 3d, 
and Gth companies of my Regiment with a six •pounder drawn by bullock's, 
under the command of Lieut. Ilaughton, issued from the Gurrcc of Cha- 
rekar with the view of assisting our Troops at Lukman. We advanced 
until we arrived within half a mile of Lukman witliout opposition ; at this 
point, a body of 1000 of the Enemy’s Infantry, with a few horsemen 
interspersed amongst them, attempted to cut our way : this party we easi- 
ly repulsed. We now had arrived at a Bridge near Lukman on which our 
six-pounder was placed — suddenly from all quarters a rush was made for 
the gun by immense multitudes of Affghans, who had concealed themselves 
in the vineyards and difTcrent buildings round about. It is difficult to form 
any accurate notion of the number of our assailants so scattered, but it 
struck me there must have been 25,000 — all the villages of Kohistan, Pun- 
chaze, and Goraband, poured forth their inhabitants against us; — the whole 


* Tlio Dewallec (wo may mention for the liomo reader’s benefit) is a Hindoo festival, occurring 
annually about the beginning of October, but tbc precise date we know not. — E d. 

■f Tliis was the Moonsbee who subsequently heard Akbar Klian say lie bad himself shot the 
Envoy. — E d. 

t The cookry is a Goorkah weapon, something of a cross hetween the cleaver and the sword, and 
of exceeding efficiency in hands that know how to use it. — £n. 
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mile population in Una quarter of Aff^lianiatan bid taken tbe Gbizi s oatb 
Our front, rear, and both flanks were attacked simultaneously, but the most 
serious attack was m front, or from tlio Lukman side, the plain between 
which ami where we were, was completely crowded with Affghses We 
repulsed them all with great slaaghtcr, but suffered severe loss ourselves 
Lieut Salisbury was killed— shot m the chest,— and placed in one of the 
two doolies wc had with us The Quarter Master Sei^eantwas wounded 
— the Sobadar of my Company, the Clh, Singh Cecr by name, and a most 
galhnt officer, was put m the second doolie The Quarter Mister Seijeant 
was able to walk supported by two sepoys We had now been absent 
three hours from the Gutree of Charcknr, a great part of which time we 
were seriously engaged It was now observed, that heavy bodies of the 
enemy were against Cbarckar itself We were ordered to retrace onr 
steps, the 1st company was thrown out as skirmishers to cover our re- 
treat , those hadly wounded it was impossible to carry off with u«, wo were 
so hotly nssuled The Affghans quickly killed them, and seemed to 
take much delight m mutilating their dead bodies, and pitching their several 
members to a distance from each other. We fought our way back to the 
Guircc of Cbarckar, which we reached about ten o clock a v The Affghans 
DOW surrounding Iho fort of Cbarckar, and seeking shelter from our fire 
behind tho walla of the vineyard tbc ta^et practice bntt, Officer s tombs 
Musjid and Fuckhics hot, annoyed us very much , it Tamed bullets 
Lcavmg 200 men in the fort, and taking out the two six pounders, Capt. 
CodfiQgton drove the enemy from all the positions they had taken up 
around us At the second discharge one of the six pounders broke down 
The Affghans entirely vanished for the present, hut water ceased to run m 
the canal B D D We found afterwards that tbe Affghans had diverted it 
to the eastward at the point marked L Our casualties in the whole of 
this day were very numerous About teo o clock r u when the canal had 
become dry, tbe enemy appeared again, retaking possession of all their 
former positions and of the now dry canal, besides the banks of which ef 
fectually secured them from our fire Towards morning, the attack on the 
fort became more feeble, until at last it ceased altogether , however, about 
seven o clock the whole mass of the enemy precipitated itself against tbc 
fort horse and foot, leagured us round on every side— the two six pound 
ers (we had mended the broken one in the coarse of the night) were tiken 
out with the greater part of tbe regiment, while the long gun fired from 
the gateway on tbc enemy One of the six pounders again broke down 
the bulk of the enemy u ere again beaten off, but a continued skinnisbtng 
amongst the vineyards and different buildings was kept up until nightfall 
half the men of the regiment remained in the fort, while half skirnusbed 
and thus relieved each other ilternatcly At ten o clock r m Major 
Bottingcr, another gentleman ind the party from Lukmin which had been 
as busy as ourselves joined ns Tho want of water begin to be felt severe 
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ly by «=>; tbcrc ••cdrrely nny prn\i«b)n wilhtn the fort. Wo ditl 
nut mitul that j-n nnirh n*! ttio torment*! of tliir^t. 'I’he onoiny continued 
nttnchin" u*! daily. On the third day, an uell an I can rcmeinher, all the 
.Anruhann collected in a body to capture the loujt pun at the patewny : there 
were uhole, bcepah** of pleaniinp sword*! mo\inp towanK un, and kIiouIs of 
' Chariyar .Ali Mudut,’ rent the air. Wo aiHuered them hack at every di**- 
charpe of the long pun, * Gorucknath-kc-jy.’ Thi'i nH*!nuU waa by far 
the mo''t severe no had yet experienced. Major I’ottinpcr and the other 
Uim^pcan Officer.*! said, they never nitne^'^ed ptieh a conflict. Capt. Cod- 
rinpton na*. shot through the chc.'^t. He wan carried to hi*< (juarler.n alive, 
hut died shortly nfler. Major I’ottinpcr nan wounded in the thigh. We 
charged the .Affghans, and drove them in the direction of the point where 
the water w.as tvirncd ofl'. On thin occ..anion, wo partially dc'stroycd the 
TuckliirV Tukenh, where wc alwnja oh*«ervcd thc-AffghaiiR chmtcrcd thick- 
est, Next d.ay, a seer of water was .served out to each man hy Lieut. 
Ilnuphtoii; thi*! water was ohfaitied from the liollow marked in the 
sketch. The I'ccond day after, half a scer wn*! .siijiplicd ; in a few 
d.ay,s it dimini“hcd to a cluttack, and at last ceased altogether. .Some 
doomhahs [sheep] were given to nn hy the officers; we found relief 
from sucking the r.aw fle*:h, ami some of the men placed the con- 
tents of the stomach of the .sheep in cloths, and wringing them very linrd, 
obtained some moisture to n.ssungc their ra'ginp thiral. Tiic sick and 
wounded now incrcaficd to a frightful amount, and were continually 
scrc.amlng for water in piercing ncccnls. Our miiskcLs were so foul from 
incessant use, that the halls were forced down with difficnlly, although 
separated from the ])npcr of the c.irtridgc which usually wrap.s them 
round. The lips of the men hccjunc awollcn and bloody, and their tongues 
clove to their palates. 

I ought to have mentioned that the day Captain Codrington was killed, 
your old Shikarrcc* at Lohooghat, Nnr Sing, was also slain, lie was the 
best shot among us ; every time he fired lie killed an AflTglian. Tlic Ku- 
ropcan officers were so pleased with him, that ho was to have been made 
a Jemadar. Days and nights rolled on. Wo were continually engaged 
with the enemy; the men used to steal out in the night to the spring 
which formerly supplied the hollow marked 5 , hut which tlic Afighnns 
turned off in another direction. Those who Imd the canteens you sent up 
with the last Goorkah Levies, used them; those who had lotahs only, 
took them with them, covered in cloths, lest the glitter of the metal 
should lead to detection ; tho.se who had neither lotahs nor canteens, re- 
sorted to the use of cloths, which they dipped in the fountain, and brought 
hack saturated with moisture. When any of these adventurous spirits 


’ * I'oi/r old Sliitarcc’ — Motcc Ham «ns addressing this n.arr.ili\c <o M.ajor McSlicrry per- 
sonally. — Vi). 
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returned to tlio fort, nil struggled round tlicm to procure one precious 
drop The Affghans, however, found out the practice, and shot down all 
those who approached the spring For two days there was not a single 
drop of water within the walls of the fort , the men were mad with thirst 
and demanded to he led against any penis to procure water According 
ly, at midnight, Licuh Rose* conducted a party of 100 men, tahing %vith 
them all the lotahs and canteens they could carry, and all the bhistees and 
non combatants to the spot marked M, where the water from the new cut 
had overflowed its banks, by the route marked by arrows pointing from 
(he Gurree of Cbarekar Having luxunated for a short time in the de 
licious element, and filled our vessels with it, Lieut Rose took us to a 
field of radishes marked N Here we crammed as many ns we could into 
our mouths, and stuck our belts full of more for our comrades in the 
fort, to which we set out on our return Shah Mahomed with a body 
of S,000 men had taken post at the spot marked O at an early 
hour of the night, and erected his standard at F t A great number 
of his men were m the now dry bed of the canal B B B , they seemed 
to keep a negligent look out Lieut Rose said to us, 'give them 
one Tollej, then the steel you know how to use so well The non 
combatants carrying the water were placed out of harms way behind 
a wall We fired together by word of command from Lieut Rose on 
the slumhering crowd of faces, within filly yards of them We then 
charged, ahouting ' Goruknath ke jy, and set the bayonet and cookry to 
work with a will A company drawn up id readiness at the gateway to 
assist us should we require their aid, beard our battle cry, rushed down to 
the canal B B B, extended itself along its banks on the Cbarekar fort 
side, and slew the Aflghans as they tned to scramble out on that side 
On the Opposite we were perforroing the same operations Those who 
had cooknea did most execution , there is no weapon like the cookry for 
a band to hand fight Mahomed Shah himself was killed, and we captur 
ed bis green flag, and earned it off lu (numph to the fort of Cbarekar 
Shah Mahomed s flag was a very magnificent one , its stalF was surmount 
ed by a trident [crescent?] and halt of gold and the flag itself was six feet 
long and equally broad, made of the finest green broadcloth with a figure 
of tie sun splendidly embroidered /o tfte centre ft was an old soquara 
tance of ours, and changed hearers frequently, as we successively shot 
them during our long term of fighting We had somewhat spoiled its 
beauty too, by piercing it with bullets the artificial sun sbining m the 
light of the real one as it waved out in the breeze, offered a famous 
mark We were as happy in Cbarekar that night as we could bo under 
the heavy loss of our fallen comrades and in sight of the sufferinifs 
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of those ivoundcd, who were stretched on the ground thichly around 
us. The thirst of all was completely relieved, and their hunger partially 
so. Our officers were proud of us, and we were proud of ourselves and of 
each other. The officers said Shah Mahomed’s flag should be ever retained 
in the regiment as a memorial of that night’s achievement. For some days 
after the capture of Shah Mahomed’s flag, and the death of its owner, the 
enemy relaxed his efforts and we our fire. This interval of comparative 
repose was most grateful and refreshing to us. The number of Affghans 
had very perceptibly diminished in our vicinity. Five days passed when 
the horrors of thirst began to assail us again — at last a message was 
received from the treacherous inhabitants of the town of Charekar that 
they dare not turn the water down to us themselves, as they would assur- 
edly be murdered if they did so, but that we might come and throw a 
dam across the new cut at L., remove the other dam, and cause the 
water to flow in its w'onted channel again. Two hundred men, ac- 
companied by Lieutenants Haughton and Rose and taking our fou- 
rahs, or digging tools with us, proceeded along the banks of the canal 
B B B. to L. On the road w'e had some skirmishing, but not much. 
As soon as the men came in sight of the water at L. many of them rushed 
madly forward, and began to drink ; while in the act of doing so, a heavy 
fire was suddenly opened upon them by the ambushed Affghans in the 
gardens, houses, and behind the walls of the town of Charekar ; this fire 
caused great havock amongst us, and we were forced to retreat without 
effecting our object. Dying of thirst, lamentably reduced in numbers — 
w'eakened by toil and hunger, the Affghans clung more closely round as 
our exertions in our own defence became less energetic. A mine, the 
shaft of which commencing at the Fuckhir’s Tukeeah C and passing by 
Bastion 3 terminated in a chamber at Bastion 4, was sprung. A 
third of the Bastion 4 was destroyed, two men were buried in its ruins. 
The dotted line from C to Bastion No. 4 shews the course of the shaft of 
the mine. The Affghans are very expert miners — they learn the art from 
continually digging ‘Careezes.’ The explosion of the mine in question 
seemed to be the signal for another determined onset on the part of the 
Affghans. The stock of grape shot originally brought from Caubul had 
been expended, bags were filled with musket balls, and loaded with these ; 
the heavy gun at each discharge cut long lanes in the throng of Mongelas, 
while we kept up a continual fire from the roofs of the Barracks ; the 
Musselmen pressed on nevertheless. The party protecting the gun below 
was annihilated, and the cannon almost in the clutch of the enemy, when 
Lieutenant Haughton called out, ‘ Down from the walls every man of you, 
and rally round the gun, which is nearly in the hands of the enemy, and 
with it go the lives and honor of us all.’ We every one of us rushed out 
of the gateway and charged the enemy, who recoiled from the shock as 
far as the canal B B B, to which they confined themselves, keeping up 
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a dropping fire on tbo walls of the Ourrce We buried this day «itbm 
the fort, the bodies of Captain Codrmgton, Lieut Salisbury, the Serjeant 
Major, and upwards of 200 of the Sepoys of the 4tb Rcgt Tlie following 
day the Lobar Mistrec [gunsmith] of the 4th Regt , and who was a native 
of Ilindoostan, and who served in the regiment from the time it was 
first raised, but was a Mussulman and married to an Afighan wife of 
Charekar, together with the gunners, who were all Mussulmans from the 
Punjaub, plotted to leave us, and go over to the enemy In attempting to 
put this into execution they proceeded to the gateway, but as they were 
going out, Lieutenant Ilaughton seised the jemadar of the Golandauze 
to detain him the latter immediately drew his sword, cut at Lieutenant 
Ilaughton, and wounded him in the hand severely, and breaking loose 
Lieut Ilaughton called out, ' Shoot these mtrnick harava , — they are off to 
the enemy.’ TVe fired at the patty as they ran in the direction of the 
canal, and dropped five of them The third day after this event, our num 
ber brought down to a little mote than 200 men, fit for action, without 
water, without food, and only thirty rounds of ammunition per man re- 
maining, it was determined to evacuate the Gurree of Charekar, and 
endeavour to fight our way to Caubul At midnight we moved out, 
we had only two doolies, in whidi were placed Major Fottiuger and 
Lieutenant Haughton, the hearers of all the others were either killed or 
had died Neatly 300 of our comrades dead, dying, or so bidly wounded 
as to be unable to walk, were left behind within the Ghuree of Chare- 
kar 1 dont know whether the guns which were also left behind were 
spiked or not 1 think from the death of Lieut Rattray until the period of 
our finally evacuating the Gurree of Charekar, twenty one or twenty three 
days must have elapsed I had too much to do to take account of time 
I cannot give dates, but I narrate events in their order of succession to 
the best of my memory I ought to mention, that the walls of the Gurree 
of Charekar had only reached the height of one cnbit above the roof of 
the Sepoy s Barracks when the fighting began, consequently so low a 
parapet gave us little protection from the enemy’s jasails, which told on 
us from a distance, one-half of which only, muskets could carry to with 
effect The day after Capt Codnngton s death, to remedy this defect, the 
officers tore up their own Tents, and made bags of the canvas, filled them 
with earth, and placed them on the walls, to cover us from the Affghan s 
fire 

At the tune hostilities broke out, there were two Goorkha Fuchhir* 
in the fort, who were visiting on a pilgrimage the different Hindoo Shrines 
in Affghanistan They demanded that arms and ammunition should be 
given to them Our officers complied with their request, and these sturdy 
and holy personages astonished us all by their feats m action there were 
none of us who fought the Affghana better than they did IVe msrehcifon 
during the night without molestation until we arrived at a ullage near 
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Kara Hagh, the sccoiul regular marching stage from Ca«I)al on flic Charc- 
kar road. Here opposition commenced, and we advanced, skirmishing 
until wo reached Kara Ilagh, about 11 o'clock a. m., by which time our 
movements became generally known, and our enemies were getting round 
us in hopeless numbers every minute. The road ran through the middle of 
the town of Kara Bagh with walls and vineyards on either side ; these the 
Aflghnus lined, and from them poured a deadly and frequent lire on us. 
Numbers were killed — we were totally vanquished. There was a gateway 
into a vineyard on one side of the road ; I rushed through it; an Affghan 
laid hold of my clothes to detain me, but I shook him oil', and continued 
my flight, taking care to carry off my musket with me, for which I had 
only five rounds remaining in my pouch. 1 .ascended the summits of the 
hills, and ensconced myself in a hollow far up in the mountain, where 
there was water, during the day. On the coming of night 1 endeavour- 
ed to make my way to Caubul ; I had arrived within two miles of the 
British Cantonments there, when the dawn discovered to me that I had 
got into the middle of the Affghan troops besieging the place at the time. 

I saw at once all hope of further escape was gone. I had 100 rupees in 
my kummerbund, which sum I amassed in the Shah’s service. I look it 
out and buried it, placing a stone which I thought I could again recognize, 
over it, and sat down quietly to wait what might happen. Shortly a 
party of horse, about twenty-five in number, belonging to Ilajiz Kban and 
Bahahdeen approached the spot where I was, and they immediately dis- 
mounted, some seized me by the feet, some by the shoulders; one maji 
taking up my own musket snapped it three limes at mo. I am a Mussle- 
mau, said I ; God docs not will that you should kill me — the musket wont 
go off. The fatalist I addressed threw down the musket, drew his sabre, 
and with its sharp edge pressing on my throat called on me to say the Kul- 
ma, else he would immediately sacrifiee me. I did repeat the Kulma ; the 
sabre was removed from my throat and they carried me to Bahahdeen, first 
depriving me of my coat, pantaloons, a silk handkerchief, a pistol, my 
shoes and some other articles, leaving me only a pair ofpajamahs. Babah- 
decn gurree is situated I should think about three coss from the city 
of Caubul. While I remained with Bahahdeen for five days, the people of 
the village continually threatened to put me to' death. Bahahdeen at 
length released me, gi'ving me an old Mattered loongljce for a turban and 
my own chagah, and saw me across on my road. After he left me I had 
proceeded half a coss when n. man ploughing on the road side seized 
me, and threatened to kill me unless I worked his plough. I did so until 
evening, when he took me to his house and he gave me a scanty meal. 
This man employed me ten days in guiding his plough. While with him, 

I suffered severely during the night-time— the weather was bitter cold, and 
I had nothing to cover me but my chagah. I c.vamincd the roof of the house 
during the day, and it appeared to me that by removing a few of the bricks 
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from a sort of cliimtiej I might get oat unobserved \t night T did so, and 
cflbcfed my escape fop the time 

I had got fivccoss further on the road to Jellalabad, when the son of nsir 
dap who was fighting at Caubnf, (I dont know his name,) sent some 
horsemen to take and bring me to him I was taken to the gurpee, all 
the inmates of which, young and old, male and female, gathered round, 
exclaiming, * a Kaffir or Femnghec kill him — kill him ’ but the young 
chief protected me from violence, and told me to groom bis horse This 
young man was continually looking in the direction of Caubul, through a 
telescope, which he said Sir A Bumes had given his father as a present. 
I was hard worked, and ill fed tn this family, I remained with them about 
eight days, when the young chief transferred me to a native of Gorabund 
who came to his village, and rented his gracing ground for a large flock of 
camels I was employed tending these camels for some twenty days I 
was not well fed I had made acquaintance with a servant of my com* 
pulsory master This servant was a Hizara, who received one mpee two 
annas a month as wages He became kindly disposed to me, and one day 
told me that our master designed to sell me to some Bhokara aerehaats, 
with whom he was at that moment driving a bargain about me 1 im* 
mediately ran away, to escape the intended sale On crossing the nver 
at Bhootkbak five Affghans seized me, and asked roe if 1 were a Fer* 
rmgbee, I replied in the negative, and stated that 1 was a discharged 
camel man of Shah Soojaha they asked me why Shah Soqjah had 
ducharged me , I answered that the King, being mewed up m the 
Balia Hissar, said be had no employment for camel men at present Fa 
keen, my new captor, took me to his house, where I remained some time, 
hard worked and ill fed, os usual While tendmg Fakecra’s dboombahs 
ID the jungles, I heard a youth say, ‘ Akbar Khan has allowed the Femng* 
hees to depart to day, and our people are following them from Caubul ’ 
When night came on I went to Uie spot where I had deposited my rupees 
and regained possession of them I set off after the British force and over- 
took it at Khoord Cauhul as it was setting out from thence At Jugdulluck 
the British force was girded roondby Akbar Khan’s horsemen, who were 
killmj all they could I extricated myself ftom this scene of carnage, and 
sought safety once more m thchiU tops J remained a day high up m the hills 
I had tasted no food for 26 hoars from the time I made my last insufficient 
meal I was benumbed by the cold I could no longer contend with the 
never ending dangers and hardships which beset me I wished for death to 
release toe from sufferings now become intolerable I descended to the road 
side, determined to declare mjself to the first Affghan who approached, and 
court the blow of some pitying sword I saw a patty approach, and con- 
cluded the hour of my death bad arrived The party turned out to be five 
Hindoo Cutnes , these Cutnes said, *Ab you are a Hindoo we wifi sure your 
life — you must pay us for doing so though, and to make sure of it wc will cx- 
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in't payincni hrforchnnd.' They llirn nrnrclu'il n)(', niitl (ooU (he I no 
oot of my hiimmerimml, nnd n turnnl motni of them— they roiuhieted me 
to e. Dlmm^nlnh in whieh there wft'^ n Hindoo Fuchhir. His protce.tiun I 
nFo soncht, and j;ave him my remainintj ten rnpees. He dressed me. up 
in the red dre«K of a rnrkhir, and rubhed wood ashes over my face; I \u\s to 
p.a*^s for Ids chela, or disciple, and he paid I nns to accompany liim in the 
rharaeter of such on a pil^rimairc he proposed mnhin;: to Hnrdwnr. A parly 
of fruit merchants shortly after arrived. 'I'hc I'tichliir, the Ctitrics and my- 
self joined them. We descended the hills by a road considcralily to the left 
of iVsbannr. I brnced my K.ay nntil 1 pot to .‘tir .laspcr Nieoll'.s Camp, one. 
march ibis side of I.oodi.anab. The rkelrh 1 have drawn shewa pretty 
correctly, I am convinced. Cliarckar, and all it embraces; jon had tanpht 
me I'.on to nmke «neh sketches. Yon have knonn me many yc.ars, and 
yini knon if I ever told yo\i a lie or brontthl yon faksc inftmmalion. Yon 
nil! therefore .attach snch credit to my tale as yonr appreciation of my 
rhar.srtcr, so famdiar to yoti, may ndjudpo. 


.SV'd.;, :.T,i-rh .'H. l.'H^. 


T. M \eSii!:i;uv, .'50//i A'. I. 

f.iUc (il.fKrflit Ilrrniitiiiri Oj/ierr, S. S, /■*. 


P. -'s. — In tnkin" donn Mootec Unm’.s Statement, 1 have followed in my 
r.npbsh translation, a« closely ns 1 could, the idiom of the lanpuapc of 
Knmr.on in which he said he could best tell bis talc. .Mooleo Ram is 
anxious tint it may be cle.nrly understood that IJ H R in the sketch was 
a * Coni' or superficial Canal, not a ' Career.’ or Ftd)tcrrancous watcr-cour.se. 
The Careccus arc (hose pushing arteries of life and fertility to the vast re- 
gions of Ccntr.d Asia, which without them nouhl, except in the neighbour- 
hood of rivers, become tcnantlc.ss dc.scrt.s. The ' Career,’ is formed lir.st by 
sinking a vertical sbaft; then exenvating a borironlal gallery to a distance 
of 10 feet from it, when another vertical shaft is dug to facilil.ate the 
removal of the earth, and so lr.avcr.scs the country, collecting all the 
springs it jkussc.s tlirougb, until a stream of water flowing with rapidity 
.and of considerably volume, results. Had I? R R been a 'Career,’ still 
some water wonhl here and (here well out to the South of (be dam at L. 
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Narratae of the Cienla in Cahul between the 2d of Kotemher 18^l, and the 
middle of September 1842 ify a Quokdin Captive 

Oa the morning of the 2d Not 1841, the grass cutters of the 6th t C 
then encamped iMth Shelton's Brigade at Scab Sung, returned at about 
7 o'clock, saying, that the gate of thecity, through which they passed, oo 
their way to the grass ground was abut, and that there was a diaturbaoce in 
the town, with the finog of musLetry This hsd the noise of the shots, 
which now became audibly distinct, put us all on the qut we, and when 
about 9 A. It , Capt Sturt, E E arrived from cantonments, bearing or* 
decs from Major General Elphinstone for the 54th N. I, NicholU H A , 
the Shah a 0th and field quarters of the Stb L C , to hold themsehes m 
readiness to march to the Bala Hissar, be found every officer on the alert, 
and instantly at his post, and eagerly expecting orders to march , when a 
note came from Capt Lawrence, the Envoy a mihtary secretary, saying, 

‘‘ Stay where you are, all is quiet for the present," and dated Bala Hissar, 
10 A M This indeed surprised us, the firing continued brisk m the 
city. Alter waiting another hour under arms, the Bngadier ordered Sturt 
to go in and see what was going on ui the Bala Hissar, and accompanied 
by eight suwars of 2d Shah's cavalry he set out Poor fellow , m half an 
hour, Capt. Lawrence returned to say, Sturt had been badly wounded, enter- 
ing the Palace gates, and bearing orders for onr immediate advance For- 
ward was the word, and eagerly nntiapaling onr attack on the city, we 
gladly set out, having heard m the mean time, that tl« rebels had burnt 
down the houses of Sir Alex Bumes and Capt Johnson and were now 
attacking the treasury of the latter officer Unopposed, we arrived in the 
presence of the king, and to our sorrow, instead of receiving orders to 
enter the city, he almost rudely enquired, “ “Why we had come, aud what 
we were going to do? After standing under arms for another hour, 
firing being heard in the direction of the Shoor bazar, (a mart for provi- 
sions and leather, running up to the aly side of the Bala llissnr,) the 
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I3ni:n(licr sent Lieut. .Melville, ri-Ith N. L, to try and discover nhenee it 
proceeded. On his goiiijr down to the Ghnr.nec ^alc of the fort, on which 
side lay also the city, Lient. M. found the fniritlvcs from CampheU’s regi- 
ment, (a corps which had heen sent early in the morning into the city for 
the purpo.se of quelling the insurrection,) Hying into the fort, and report- 
ing that their corps liad been entirely routed, and Ijalf the men cut to 
piccc.s. On his taking this information to the Brigadier, he ordered Lieut. 
M. to take his company (the light) down to the Ghuvmce gate, and while 
taking charge of it, to protect and cover, as well ns he could, the 
retreating regiment. On arriving there, after leaving one section in 
charge of the gate, the remaining three were marched to the en- 
trance of the Shoor Bar.nr, and formed up facing the street. The fugitivc.s 
kept coming in, and in ahont four minutes after Lieut. M. had taken up 
his po.*!ition, he observed a disorderly r.ahhlc retreating at a quick pace to- 
wards him’ pursued by a large body of Afighnns, who, from the house win- 
dons and tops kept up a brisk fire on them. Immediately the colours 
bad gained the rear of the detachment, Lieut. M. retreated, slowly facing 
the enemy towards the gate, pouring a volley tipon them Avhenever there 
was an opportunity, which, however, owiitg to the protection afibrded the 
enemy by the parapct.s and windows, did but little execution ; on reaching 
the fosse, be formed up again to allow the guns, two in number, to pass 
to the rear, but tbc AtTglians again made a rusb, and tbc Gohumdauzc of 
tbc king took to a disorderly flight. As tbc attempt to rescue tbcm with 
hi.s three sections would have been madness, and tlm enemy appearing in 
force, both on tbc left and front, Lieut. M. sent Ensign Macartney of tbe 
Shnb’s Gtb, wbo at tbc moment arrived with one company to bis ns.si.s- 
tance, to man tbc walls over tbc place where tbe guns had been left, and by 
opening a strong fire on tbcm, prevent tbc enemy carrying tbcm off. This 
being most successful, and tbc rebels retiring with some loss, Lieut. M. led 
a few of tbc Golaundatizc, whom be bad been able to collect, back again 
to tbe guns, one of wbich was spiked; but owing to tbc whole of tbc drag 
ropes, etc. being gone, and one of tbc guns dismounted, he was unable to 
bring tbcm in, with his few men, in tbc face of such a superior force, the 
enemy now amounting to more than a thousand, all of tbcm crack marks- 
men, and protected by excellent cover. Lieut. M. was therefore compelled 
to retire inside tbc gate, having lost of his own company one subadar, and 
three men wounded, and of tbe King’s Orderly Regt. above 200 men killed 
and wounded, tbe latter of whom, bore fearful witness to the prowess of the 
Afghan knives, and were indeed a ghastly spectacle. On arriving inside, 
Lieut. M. was reinforced by some of the men of Captain Nicboll’s troop of II. 

A. and again returned, protected by the fire from tbe walls, to attempt to 
bring in tbc two guns, but owing to tbc same reasons as formerly given, 
again unsuccessfully. A gun was, therefore, mounted on tbc walls, and 
brought to bear on tbc abandoned guns, and the shot told so cifectuall}', that 



Ixil APPRSDIX 

the carnages were completely broken to pieces, rendering them not only 
totally Useless in case they sbould ever fall into tbe bands of the Afghans, 
who are incapable of either repairing or making gun carnages, but tdso as 
long as we kept possession of the Bala ilwsar, rendenng them impervious 
to the many attempts made by the enemy to carry them off At this time, 
being accidentally wounded by a bayonet thrust from one of the King s 
sepabees in the groin, Lieut M was compelled to retire to tbe rear, 
making oi er charge of tbe Gbuznee gate to Ensign Macartney The king 
nbo bad been in a great state of excitement dating tbe day, on heanng 
of tbe loss of Ins guns, and that 200 of his orderly regiment bad been killed 
and wounded, became excessively agitated , tbe more bo, as immediately 
on the rebellion breaking out almost all bis Pesb Khedmuts and Shad 
Gafsecs bad deserted him The officers and men who had been ordered 
out at a moment's notice for emergent service bad not brought even their 
cloaks with them, and when instead of returning as they expected they 
should have done, the same evening to cantonments, they found them 
selves, occupants for an unlimited period, and closely besieged m the Bala 
Hissar, without a single servant, their feelings may be better conceived 
than expressed 

Tbe strength of the detachment bad been augmented during the course 
of tbe afternoon by the arrival of one hundred men of H M 44th Bcgt 
under Brevet Capt Souter, but again, they had lost all our cavalry, who 
had been sent to escort all the baggage from the camp at Scab Sung into 
cantonments, where they bad been ordered to remain His Majesty sent 
an Afghan dinner to tbe detachment at about nine o’clock at night, which 
Was greedily devoured by them all, having fasted for thirteen hours 

On tbe morning of the 3d, at about four, a considerable firing of muske 
try was beard in tbe direction of Scab Sung, which greatly surprised them 
all, and the troops stood to tbeir arms, bat it gradually ceasing they return 
cd to their rest , they afterwards learnt that it was the 37th N I under 
command of hlajor Griffiths, returning from its encampment near Kubree 
Jubbah, which very gallant regiment bad been attacked during the whole of 
Its night march (a long andtedions one through the Khoord KaboolPass) 
and with shght loss repelled it* assailants, bringing m the entire portion 
of it&catap ecjuipage aadhaggage^Lient Green, in command of three guns of 
the mountain tram, having done most excellent service This morning the 
troops in the fort were allotted to their different stations, though m 
consequence of a great portion of the ^ Ith Ilegiment being still in canton 
ments, no permanent division could take place One of the most impor 
tant posts in tbe Hissar, was a tovrer, on the summit of the hill, which was 
held by one hundred of our men, and one hundred of the King s Jczailchccs 
with two officers Tbe centre square being a most commanding position 
over the town, was occupied by four companies of the Shah s Cth, two guns 
of the troop of H A , and some large guns of the King s , the Lahore 
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gate, by one bumlrcil of llic rdtl), fifty of tlic King’s orderly rcginicnl, one 
brass D-ponnder, and one small iron gun, under a Kuropciin officer, and a 
subadar of H. M. own Golmulnur.c. The Gluizneo gate was bold by two 
companies of tbc Sliab's fitb, one pun 11. A., and two European officers 
witb I.icut. Stuart, 11. A. Tbc remaiuder of ibe troops were bold in reserve 
in tbc Palace-square, cacb man liaving bis post allotted in case of an 
attack. During tbis-daV, matty projects were entered into for tbc purpose 
of ptitling down tbc insurrection, but none tvere carried into execution, 
nltbonqb tbc troops, officers, and men, were burning witb anxiety and 
eagerness, to revenge tbe murders wbicb tbey bad been given to under- 
stand bad been perpetrated, and tbc outrages committed. Altbougb 
reports were rife, that Sir Alexander Burncs and bis brother bad es- 
caped disguised, and were concealed in tbe Wur.ccr’s bouse, yet tbc 
more autbcnlicatcd intelligence that they bad fallen victims .to tbc 
bigotted rage of tbc Moslem rebels, was generally believed, and excited 
pity, mingled with a thirst for revenge in the breasts of all. That lie, the 
gallant soldier, tbc talented offici.al, tbe w.arm friend, sbould, jn.st ns be 
liad arrived at fame and fortune, at tbc pinnacle of his ambition, fall 
murdered in bis own bouse by tbe recking bands, red witb bis brotber's 
blood, of these remorseless barbarians, while it excited our deep commisera- 
tion for the victim, roused equal feelings of hatred and longings for revenge 
against tbc sanguinary perpetrators. The Wuzeer went by the king’.s 
order into tbc town for the purpose, if possible, of addressing tbc mob or its 
loader.’, accompanied by Shah Poorn, the king’s youngest and favourite 
son, but was compelled to return, after a short and fruitless journey. 

The king, sent in the course of tbc day, a letter to Sir William Macnagb- 
ten, proposing that a free pardon sbould be offered to all offenders, 
and that all sbould be forgiven and forgotten, if tbc leaders of tbc insurrec- 
tion would come to bis durbar, and acknowledging their fault, return 
to their allegiance. This of course avas never carried into execution. 
In tbc course of tbe day. Captain Corri arrived from cantonments, bringing 
avilh him four companies 51tb Ilcgt. N. I., one iron nine-pounder, and one 
twelve-pounder boavitzer, also two five balf-incb mortars, and tavo guns 
of tbc mountain train, under command of Lieut. Green. Tbougb fired on 
tbe avbole of tbc avay from Mubmood Khan’s fort to tbc Bala Hissar, yet 
their loss in avounded (none killed) avas very trifling, tbougb tbe Cavalry 
escort avbicb accompanied them, a\'as attacked on its return, and lost a Duffa- 
dar and two men killed, eight horses wounded. Four or five of tbe enemy 
were also supposed to have fallen. About mid-day, Major Swayne, 5tb 
Regt. N. I., was sent witb tbe grenadier company H. M. 44tb, and one com- 
pany fitb Nizam’s, accompanied by two guns II. A. under Lieut. Waller, for 
tbe purpose of first clearing tbc gardens of tbe rebels, in tbe immediate 
ncigbbourbood of c.antonnients, and then proceeding on to tbe Lahore gate 
of tbe city, having blown it open to take possession of it a party of tbe fitb 
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Cnv nlrj wns iloo sent out for the purpose of forming a junction with Major 
Swaync, which, owing to some accident, was not effected The detach 
ment was met when about half mile from cantonments, by a party of the 
enemy, whom they defeated with some loss But owing to the rebels ap 
pcarmg in great force m front, and fcanng the effects of even a repuhp, at 
80 early a period of the insurrection, it was thought better to retire, 
which they did, the object for which they went out, not having been car 
ned into effect 

On Captain Corn’s arrival, he was warned for dutj in the city with two 
companies of the 54lh, to pass by the head of the Shoor Bazar, andjom 
Major Swaync and hvs party at the Lahore gate Providentially, the order 
was not {owing to a misunderslandiug on the subject) carried into execu 
tion, or not a man would have returned to tell the tale Captain C ’s de 
tachment, on its way from cantonments, bad lost the whole of the baggage 
of the grenadier and light coropames of the 54th Rcgt-, so that the poor 
fellows of them were exposed to the rigorous nights of this season of the 
year, without & single article ofdothing In cantonments only three day’s 
provisions were left, and should our godown fort be captured, destruction 
to the force must be the result, as all communication between us, the city, 
and the surrounding country, is cut off, and neither the King or the Envoy 
and Minister, have it m their power to be of the slightest use to us in this 
respect, the latter of whom, never bad more than three or four Afghan 
servants m his employ, who, being composed merely of a news writer and 
moollah, with a couple of cossid-* can be of no service to him In the 
Bala Hissar, the same scarcity of supplies was felt, end great alarm was 
excited as to how our artillery horses and troops were to be fed , but owing 
to the very great exertions of Captain Kirby, 54th, and acting assistant 
commissary general, and Captain Conolly, assistant political agent, a very 
large supply was laid in Immediately in the neighbourhood of the Bala 
Hissar, were fields of wheat, second crops about half a foot bigb, stretch 
iQg out for many acres, which, having been purchased from its owner 
Timoor Khan, an Armcniau merchant, was found to be the beat possible 
food for the H A horses and public cattle The groves of fruit trees m 
the neighbourhood were also cut down by the King a permission, and 
served out to the bivouac fires of the troops every evening, as long as 
they lasted 

This morning early, Captain Trevor, Superintendent of Affghan horse 
came m with his wife and family, who, seeing no hopes of assistance 
from cantonments, and no prospect of abatement of the rebellion, and at 
the same time, as he was merely involving the party of Jan Baza, who 
had hitherto remained faithful to him, and the whole of their families m 
trouble, by detaining them longer from their homes, he determined on an 
attempt to save himself and family (wife and seven children) during the 
night, and happily succeeded , a great portion of his Afghan horse, having 
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oscorlcil him (o wilhin a aliort distiinco from canlonmuals. So soon as 
his flight was discovcrctl, his house was nttnckeil l)y the rebels and plunder- 
ed of every thing. 

During this day, the insurgents were in great force, having taken 
possession of Mahmood Khan'.s fort, the Shah Hagh, Mahomed Shircefs 
fort, and the g.ardcn hclwcen the godown fort and II. M’s. Mth Bazaar. 
Our guns from the south Itastion opened early, and played almost all day on 
tlic former fort, and on any bodies of AlTghans that made tlicir appear- 
ance. I.icutcnant Warren, .'ith regt. N. I. and commanding garrison of the 
godown fort, wrote in to the General to say, that unless a reinforcement 
was sent to him, he uould he obliged to evacuate his position, which wtis 
surrounded by the enemy, and who were, he feared, mining the walls. 
In the afternoon, a party of cav.alry and infantry were sent down nith 
orders to assist him in withdrawing his party ; the above detachment were 
shortly after obliged to return to cantonments, having Run'ered .severely in 
men and hor.'ics, having been fired on from behind every tree and loophole 
of Mahomed Shircefs fort, withottt even seeing their enemy. Some 
hours previous to this, another party, consisting of two companies II. M's. 
•Hlh and one of the 37th N. I. being sent by a difTerent route, to try and 
effect the same object, they brought on a .smart afl'air with the enemy, 
attended, however, with great and melancholy ]os.s on our side, Capt.'vin.s 
Swaync and Bobinson of the -I lth, and Ensign Gordon of the 37th, being 
killed; this detachment also was compelled to return, not having cfiectcd 
it-s object. 

On bearing from the Assistant Adjutant General (Capt. Grant) of the 
object of the above dclachraent.s, Capt. Boyd, Senior Commissariat officer, 
went to the General, and urged, in strong terms, the necessity of, in- 
stantly withdrawing the garrison of the Commissariat fort, or immediately 
strengthening it, stating, that on its preservation, depended the safety 
of the whole force, as it contained our only magazine of supplies, with 
the exception of Captain Johnson’s, situated some three miles off and 
closely besieged in the city. In the evening, as no reinforcements had as yet 
been sent. Captain Boyd, accompanied by Captain Johnson, the Shah’s 
Commissariat officer, again went to the General, and informed him of 
there being but two days' provisions in cantonments, and of the fears they 
entertained of being unable to procure any from the surrounding country 
while in its present distracted state, and urged that the godown fort should 
be kept possession of at all h.azards. 'i’he General approved of the opi- 
nions expressed by these officers, and signified his intention of reinforc- 
ing the garrison, but subsequently listened to the advice of others of his 
staff, who were averse to the proceeding, as involving too much risk. 
During this discussion, another letter was received from Lieut. Warren 
by his Adjutant, stating, that, unless instantly reinforced, ho would be 
compelled to abandon his position, ns several of his guard had effected 

k 
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tlieir escape over the walls, by vhicb they were much weakened This 
letter again brought a change in the General Officers mind, and aa the 
strengthening the garrison of the godown fort could only be effected by 
first capturing Slahotncd Sbircefs fort, which commanded entirely the 
approach to, and the gate of the former, an order was issued for a detach 
ment to be m readiness at 2 a m , for the purpose of sccomplisbiDg this 
object, Captain Boyd himself Toluntecncg to carry the powder bag to 
blow open the gate The carrying this latter order into effect was unfor 
tunatcly delayed until morning, and m the mean tunc, Lieutenant Wanen 
finding his post untenable, withdrew the whole of his party, by making 
a email breach in the rear of the fort, and our godown was thus m posses 
810(1 of the enemy , thereby not only depriving us of our means of subsist 
ence, but giving confidence and much plunder to the enemy Nor was this 
onr only misfortune during the night, Captain Mackenzie, Assistant Political 
Agent, onleaveatCabool, (and who was living at the bre\king out of the in 
surrectiOD, in theSbab s Comnussaristfort,} and bis party, finding bispost un 
tenable, having already patiently waited three days, in hopes of assistance, 
for which he had frequently and m^ently applied, was obliged to evacuate it 
and with great difficulty cutting his way through the enemy, arrived with 
his party of fezailchies m cantonments, and thus were onr only two 
magazines of stores in the country, in the possession of the enemy 

In the Bala Hissar this morning at day break a cry was raised that the 
rebels had possession of the godown fort, which they were plundering 
Ring's officers and sepahees burned in one common mass to the top of the 
palace, where with the naked eye, the melancholy and heart rending sight 
was distinctly visible Gram, wine, beriDetically sealed provisions, and 
stores of every kind, were bemg thrown over the walls in one common 
mass, and seized and earned away by the Affghans below The King was 
dreadfully agitated, and turning to the Wuzeer, said, “The English are 
mad Having mentioned the Wnzeer before, it will not be amiss here to 
give some account of him 

By name “ Osman Khan, of a good family, and most commanding ad 
dress, he was placed in bis present lofty position by the united influence 
of Sir W ra Macnaghten and Sir Alexander Bumes , of an intngueing and 
ambitious character, he was generally suspected of bemg himself at the 
bottom of this conspiracy and rebellion, if not one of its main springs, 
which suspicion was strengthened by the fact that, though he himself re 
mained with the King dunng the whole of the rebellion, yet his family 
and all his children remained m the city in the bands of the enemy, who 
treated them with every respect, and supplied all their wants From the 
above suspicion, the King himself did not escape, and subsequent events 
have much strengthened the idea 

On this (lay our worst apprefaensioss were confirmed, as to tbc murder 
of Captain and Sir Alexander Buraes, and Captain Broadfoot who bad 
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two or tlivcc days previously come over from Clmrekar, for the purpose 
of ofliciatinc: ns Military Secretary to Sir Alexander, nivd was at llic time 
an inmate of his house. Prom all I could pnthcr, the following njjpcnrs 
to ho the most authenticated account of this very melancholy .and hor- 
rihle nflair. At dnyhrc.ak of the 2d, a well-wisher of Sir Alexander, an 
ijihahitant of the city, c.amc and reported to him that a conspiracy was 
on the eve of !)rcaking out, one of the principal objects of which was 
his murder. Sir Alexander unfortunately heeded not this warning, and 
after having been repeatedly entreated to save himself by a timely 
flight, the individual in question took his departure. About sunrise, the 
M’ur.cer came to inform him that the conspiracy had already broken out, 
and having consulted with him, ns to the best mode of quelling it, and also 
exhorted him to quit for the present liis city abode, lie proceeded to the 
presence of the King. Although, at thi.s time, the insurgents had begun to 
assemble in the street opposite the adjoining houses of himself and Capt. 
Johnson, he could easily have effected hi.s escape, his horse being ready 
saddled, had he not been of opinion, that he would be able to quell the dis- 
turb.ance, by remaining where he was. He sent two chupprassics to Ab- 
dullah Khan, the Atchikr.yc chief, and one of the principal leaders of the rc- 
hcHinn, to point out that if he had any grievance, it should be redressed, if 
he would only remain quiet; one. of these mcssengcr.s was killed, the 
other wounded, and no rcjily given. 

While Sir Alexander was haranging, from the upper part of his house, 
the mob below, and exhorting them to go their houses, a ball from one of 
the crowd struck Captain Kroadfoot, who was standing by liim, in the 
breast, and be fell morfldly wounded (his body was Buliscqucntly dragged 
into the street, nnd lay there for three days, until eaten by the dogs of the 
city;) at this time a parly of the insurgents had gone round to the back 
of the premises, fired the stables, and succeeded in cflccting an entrance. 
Sir Alexander then appears to have feared the worst; knowing the avarice 
of the AlTghans, he offered the rabble (jny sum of money, if they would save 
his life and that of his brother; their reply was ‘ Come down to the garden 
they did so, nnd were immediately set upon by these savages, and barbar- 
ously murdered. 

The whole of his, and the adjoining (Capt. Johnson’s) house was plun- 
dered, set on fire, and every servant, man, woman nnd child fell a victim 
to the infuriated populace. The whole of the sepoys, composing Sir Alex- 
ander and Capt. Johnson's private and treasury guards, Avere also murder- 
ed, with the exception of one man who, xvlien wounded, escaped by crawl- 
ing and hiding himself in a dung heap. 

It will be some consolation to the many friends of Sir A. Burncs to 
know, that among such a nest of savages there was found one true and 
sincere friend, who after an interval of two days, notwithstanding the 
great risk he himself ran by so doing, had his body privately buried. 
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This man was the Naib Shireef Khan, a Knzzilbash of influence and great 
wealth. To add to these horrors, a report was this day broueht in, that 
Captain Manic and Lieut Wheeler, the commandant and subaltern (local) 
of the corps stationed at Rardnrrab, and denominated the Kohiatan Rang- 
ers, had also been massacred with their Sergeant major and Quarter- 
master Sergeant, by the men of their own corps , and great fears began to 
be entertained as to the fate of the Shah's 4th Infantry Regt , composed 
entirely of Goorkas, encamped at Charekar, m the Kohistan, as the insur- 
Tcction was known to hare spread in that direction, as also generally 
throughout Affghanistan 

A report was this evening brought in to his Majesty, at the Bala Hissar, 
that the rebels had mined from the Shoor Bazar to immediately under the 
imperial palace, which said mine was to be sprung the same evening His 
Majestj instantly left the palace, and took up his abode at the gate of the Ha- 
ram Serai, or women’s apartments, where he remained dunng the remain- 
der of the siege, and all day seated at a window commanding a fine view of 
cantonments, telescope in band, he watched with great anxiety the course 
of ei ents in that place He was at this time sunk quite into a state 
of despondency, would gladly seize any opportunity of asking the opinion 
of even the most junior officers, and putting off for a time, all the in- 
signia of royalty, which in most Asiatic countries, and particularly in Aff 
ghanistan, are earned usually to an extreme, made ns sit by him on chairs, 
and forgot for the time that he was a king The officers having been for 
the last four days, notwithstanding the arrival of a few things from canton- 
ments, perishing with cold, this day bis Majesty look pity on them, and sup- 
plied us each with a silk resuiy and pillow, not that I had suffered so much, 
as others, as owing to my wound, the king, had sheivn me every kind- 
ness, and supplied all roy wants The Guznee gate had been built up 
with solid masonry, as it was from that side an attack was apprehended 
The enemy had already made two several attempts to carry off the guns 
left under the walls near the Shoor Bazar, both unsuccessful, and in which 
they had to retire with some loss, they are most splendid shots, and this 
morning killed two of our best artillerymen at one loop-hole, the space 
not being more than a foot square, and the distance from which they fired 
at feast three hundred yards Thu loss is the more fiift, as having bat 
one troop of horse artillery in the whole force, the lives of each of the 
European gunners are most pienous, and their services very valuable 
Dunng the course of this day a party of infantry and two guns under 
the command of Major Swayne, was ordered out for the purpose of taking 
Mahomed Shireef s fort. Lieut Eyre, Deputy Commissary of Ordnance, 
commanded the battery, and was directed to place his guns on the Kohistan 
road, outside the cantonments, and keep up a heavy fire on the fort, while 
Major Swayne with the infantry was to advance rapidly, and with powder 
bigs, blow open the gate Lieut Tyre, according to orders, kept up a most 
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dcslnicUvc lire, doing nniclt execution, hut expended the whole, of Iuh 
unimnnition. ere Mnjor Swnync’s pnrly, which hnd tnhen .shelter under 
cover of pome wall?, rutnung parallel to the fort from the heavy fire of the 
enemy, were led to the attack — and the conscqucnec was, that hi.s 
party were obliged to rettirn to cantonments, having sulTcrcd some loss, 
both in his own and Lieut, liyre’s parly, who also liad some horse.? killed. 
Thus was the only opporlutnty of retrieving our loss of the morning, and 
striking fear into the hearts of the rebels, gone. 'I'hc enemy gained 
in confulence what avc lo.st, and they thcmsclve.s have since said, that 
the events of thi,s disastron.s day did more harm to our cause than all the 
others put togctlicr; they decided the minds of the wavering, planted fresh 
courage in the souls of the disheartened, gained many new proselyte.? 
(amongst whom were the Kur.r.ilhashcs, who had until now remained 
neuter, and were one of the most powerful bodic.s of men in the kingdom,) 
and the report of the immensity of the plunder taken from the I’cringhccs, 
spread like Avildfirc over the country, and the plonghman forsook his 
plough, the shepherd his flocks, and all ranks hnrriod to the capital, 
to share in the booty and .spoil of the Knglish dog. Tlic Ivuzr.ilbashcs, 
whom I have mentioned above, arc the dc.sccndant.s of those Persian soldi- 
ers, brought into the country I)y Nadir Shall, and are perfectly distinct 
from the Aflghnn nation ; they have alwny.s hated onr rule with a mortal 
hatred, as we overthrew a monopoly which they niulcr former kings had 
always possessed, — that of supplying the nation with soldiers. While they 
hated ns, they equally feared our power, and it was that fear, which until 
thi.s day had caused them to be merely spectators of the strife, .ns they never 
supposed the rude attempts of an unorganized, and at the commencement, 
ATcak faction, could have so far prevailed, over the proAvess and discipline 
of their Fcringhcc rulers. Ilcing, soldiers, ns well ns excessively Avcalthy 
men, their open dcci.sion tended greatly to our final downfnl. To sum up 
their qualities, they are the most dissolute and free living race of all the 
Mussulmans of Affghanistan, notorious drunkards, and hreakers of nearly 
CA'cry laAv and commandment which the true believers generally consider 
so binding, but are, at the same time brave and hardy. 

Noa% Gtli. — The king sent down strict orders to allow no one ingress or 
egress at the Lahore gate, Avithout a pass from either liim or Capt. Conol- 
ly, Assistant Political Agent, except the suAvars in charge of the public 
cattle, Avhich went out at eight r. m. every morning to graze under the 
Avails, and returned at tAvo r. m. They Avere placed under my orders, and I 
had four look-out men on the walls, who in case of any I.arge body of 
troops making their appearance immediately brought intelligence to me, 
Avhen, on my Avaving a large Avhile flag, the Avhole of the cattle in- 
stantly returned. The suwars Avho accompanied them, are, Avithout any 
exception, the Avorst put up and most disorderly body of troops, calling 
themselves a regiment, that I ever saw ; their horses ill-conditioned, their 
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arms and accoutrements almost nominal, ns each man dressed as he pleas 
cd, and a bayonet on the end of a stick, was the sole offensive weapon of 
many ofthem, and this was the imperial guard of the King of Affghanistan 
—a rabble of low caste Seika In making these remarks, I beg my renders 
will not Confound the above mentioned mob, with what are generally de- 
nominated the Shah's force, which is a body of troops officered from the 
Ime, and subsidized by the Company to the Shah, and who, considermg the 
many disadvantages they laboured under, and the difficulty encountered in 
obtaining recruits for them, ate a most superior and efficient body I had 
associated with me at the gate, Hajab Jemuhl Sing, a man whose fither 
was Prince of an extensive territory lying near Cashmere on the side of 
Thibet, and who, when Shah Soojah in the year 1809 was a fugitive and 
exile, flying from the country he was unable to govern, received him most 
kindly, gave him all he asked for, and escorted him with honour and safety 
to Hindostan, notwithstandingrepeated orders from Runjeet Sing, hia imme- 
diate feudal Lord, then in the zenith of his power, to give him up to bun , 
offering Urge rewards and increase oflemtory if he complied, and threaten- 
ing the severest punishment did he not. On his non compliance, the Liou 
of Lahore sent a large army into his Raj, of which he deprived him, 
and sent him and his sons to pnson in Lahore, where the ffirroer soon 
died His two sons made tbeir escape and joined Shah Soojah at Loodia- 
nab, accompanied him, on his unforlunale expedition m 1833, when he at- 
tempted to regain his country, and again in 1838 when he took a Rntish 
army with him, expecting, on the Shah, for whom they had lost every 
thing, regaining his empire, they would be put in some office worthy their 
rank and descent Their Rsj brought in foar lakhs of rupees, or forty 
thousand pounds a year, and on the Sing of Affghanistan re ascending the 
throne of his ancestors, he gave them munificently two rupees eight annas 
(five shillings) a day ! \ only you should not put your trust in Pnnees 
This morning Mahomed Shireefs fort was taken by a force sent out 
from cantoameziU, under command of Alajor Griffiths, S7tb Regt consist, 
ing of one company H M 44th (tbe Light) under Lieut Rahan, one 
company 37th under Lieut Steir, and one company 5th Regt N. I under 
Lieut Deas, Capt Bellew, Deputy Assistant Quartet Master Gencnl, 
accompanied the detachment carrying tbe powder bags, for the purpose of 
blowing open the gates The breach which had been reported practicable 
by the Executive Eugiueer, was attacked by one party, while another 
carried the powder bags for the purpose of attacking through the gates 
Both succeeded, but having driven the enemy from the gates and breach, 
they took to the houses in the fort, and open^ a brisk fire on our troops, 
killing and wounding several Onr men quickly advanced, and driving the 
enemy from their cover, occupied it themselves, but there being a small 
wicket in the rear of the fort opemng into the King’s garden, unknown to 
our troops, the rebels took to flight by that road Lieut Ilaban, while 
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in the net of .irnllanlly cncoiiraping his men, and waving liis sword above 
his head, received a shot llirongh his heart, whicli caused instant 
death, Lieut. Deas was slightly wounded by a ball in the head. Ma- 
jor Sw.aync, a senior ofliecr, having arrived with reinforcements, Major 
Grifliths made over the command of the garrison to that ofTiccr, and re- 
turned to cantonments. This small fort, from its commanding position, 
the Major General was most anxious to take possession of on the break- 
ing out of the rebellion, but Sir William Macnaghlcn objected to it on the 
ground that it would bo impolitic to do so, to the detriment of the owner. 
Captain Mackenzie left caulonmcnla with a small party of Jczailchics, for 
the purpose of keeping in check some of the enemy who had been observ- 
ed assembling in some walled gardens, on the sotith-wcst front of the 
Shah Bagh. These excellent Light Infantry succeeded to admiration in 
effecting their object, but with considcr.nblc loss to themselves. Towards 
the afternoon a rcssallah of the Shah’s 2d Cavalry who had been thrown 
out on the l)cy-maroo Hill, as a picquet of observation, fell back on two 
guns which were also placed in observation on the plain below, protected 
by a ."quadron tith L. C. under Captain Blair of that corps. About thi.s 
time a relief of Cavalry being sent out from cantonments, was detained, in 
consequence of the enemy ajipcaring in force on the liill, from whence the 
picquet had just retired. Hearing this, Captain Anderson also went out to 
head the detachment of his Begiment, when a smart affair took plnee. Cap- 
tains Anderson and Blair, Collyer commanding one troop 5th L. C., and one 
troop 2d SliahV Cavalry accompanying them, gallantly drove the enemy 
before them, until their arrival at the extreme spur, when they eame upon a 
small fort, which, from its peculiar localilie.s, had been, until then, masked 
from their view. From this issued a large body of matchlock men, under 
whose support the enemy’s cavalry rallied, and for a time forced back our 
horse ; but the latter on reaching the side of the hill, where they were cover- 
ed from the fire of the matchlock men, were again rallied b}' Capt. Ander- 
son, who accompanied Capts. Dolt and Collyer 5tli L. C., and Capt. Walker 
commanding detachment dth Local Horse, and about thirty of his own 
men, again returned to the spot, where they were met by about the 
same number of the enemy's cavalry, protected a short way in the 
rear by a strong body of matchlock men. The former immediately charg- 
ed, when a hand-to-hand encounter took place, in which both officers and 
men distinguished themselves greatly ; each officer being personally engag- 
ed, and Capt. Anderson killing four men with his own hand, one of whom 
was the brother of Abdullah Khan, one of the chief leaders of the insurrec- 
tion. But owing to the enemy’s matchlock men being in such great force, 
the small body of Irregular Cavalry were again obliged to fall back on their 
guns, the detachment accompanying which had been further strengthened 
by two companies of the 37th N. 1. under that gallant officer Lieut. Haw- 
trey. Again Capts. Anderson and Walker observing the enemy in posses- 
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Biou of Doy maroo Hill, ordering a part of tlieic respective detachments to 
follow them, charged up towards the gorge, fully expecting to he support- 
ed But this not being the case, and the enemy being in far too great 
strength to be attacked by them alone, they were again most unwillingly 
compelled to fall back on their guns 

Sickness had by this time begun to shew itself to an alarming extent 
among the troops in the Bala Husar Above sixty sepoys of the 54th 
N I and many of the Shah'a Cth had been attacked with pneumonia, n 
disease of the chest, brought on by the exposure without clothes at this 
rigorous season, which generally earned them off in a couple of days, and 
what 13 Morse, there was hardly a gram of medicine, or a single case of 
amputating instruments in the whole fort ’ and this with gun shot wounds 
occurring almost hourly 

About this period a confidential servant of His Majesty's brought in are 
port, that the Arabs, who composed avery large portion of the inhabitants 
of the fort, intended rising, and after having massacred all the troops in the 
place, to give it over into the hands of the rebels As a proof of this being 
their design, he shewed that they were already sending their wives and 
families away into the country, fearing that should any fighting ensue, they 
might come to harm The king, who weakly placed credence in almost every 
report that was brought him, however improbable or ridiculous, became 
or seemed to become, excessively alarmed, and Irnmedialely seized the 
head of the Arab clan, as a hostage for their good behaviour, at the same 
time sending down strict orders to me to be very particular m allowing 
no woman or child to leave the fort Had the more vigorous and energe- 
tic measure been taken of turning every native out of the fort, were he 
Arab or Afighan, the salvation of the whole force might have been the 
result Although all sorts of grain and other supplies were hardly pro- 
curable in the shops of the bazar, yet it was known beyond a doubt that 
the private dwelling houses, of which latter there were above a thousand 
in the fort had each of them a four or six months’ supply stored in their 
granaries But no , this was not His Majesty s game, and the withering 
hand of feebleness, which seemed at this period to guide and govern all 
our actions, did not even point oat the necessity of its being put into 
execution There would have been no oppression, no tyranny in so tfotng, 
as the price of every gram would have been punctnally paid, and the , 
MTghans and Arabs in the fort each having fnends or relatives living m 
the city, would have been received by them with open arms 
Nov 7th — In consequence of the refusal of the king to allow any women 
or children to leave the fort, they collected in crowds before the house of the 
wuzeer, and with tears and lamentations prayed for permission to depart, 
exclaiming that they were not the wives of wealthy people, but only 
of those poorer classes who were totally unable to purchase the means of 
subsistence \fter much arguing the wuteer went to the king, who sent 
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liira down to me witli a confidential Shahgassee, one of the few who had re- 
mained with him, having orders that after examining the women and as- 
certaining that they were not the families of Arabs, to allow them to pro- 
ceed. In this way seven hundred and fifty of the fair sex passed out.. 
The examination of them was no slight matter, as, wdth the excep- 
tion of females of the worst description, no women, in Alfghanistan, 
ever shew their faces or a single part of their bodies ; being entirely 
covered by a dress called a “Boorqu,” resembling a sack open at the 
bottom, with open work over the eyes and mouth, for the purposes of 
seeing and breathing. [Our correspondence with cantonments has now 
become very limited, a stray hurkaru stealing out at night and returning 
before day-break with the answer, being now our only means of commu- 
nication. The Atfghans having means of reading all English correspon- 
dence, French or Latin were now the medium of all secrets.] 

Mohun LaU, and the Naib Shereef, (an account of whom I formerly gave,) 
were our news-givers from the city, and always kept us well acquainted 
with what was going on, telling us when any powerful chief or body of 
men arrived, and did all in their power to create a diversion in our favour, 
by gaining over some sirdars to our side, but unsuccessfully. 

November 8th. — On the 7th, a party of the enemy having succeeded in 
eluding the vigilance of the sentries, contrived to conceal themselves un- 
der the south-west w'all of Mahomed Shireefs fort, so as to be in a great 
measure screened from the fire and observation of the garrison. Under the 
walls of all Afighan forts, there is usually a great deal of what Military 
men call “ dead ground.” Here they had commenced mining, and had 
made sufficient progress for one man to conceal himself, when, fortunately 
for us, being discovered, a volley was poured in upon them from the walls, 
and the whole, with the exception of one man who was in the mine, took 
to flight. The latter also, although one of H. M. 44th, was placed for 
the express purpose of opposing his departure, contrived in the course of 
the evening to escape. 

Great alarm began to be excited in the minds of all, by the scarcity of 
food in cantonments, which was already severely felt. The great mass of 
camp followers (some 13,000) and all the troops were put on half rations ; 
and although Captains Boyd and Johnson made most strenuous eflbrts to 
obtain supplies from the suri;ounding country, yet up to this time they had 
come in but slowly. The latter officer, however, having still some of his 
Atfghan servants remaining with him, was enabled to hold communication 
with the chiefs of the neighbouring villages, and by the greatest exertion 
on his part, laid the foundation of that fund of supply wffiich formed our 
whole support during this eventful siege. 

The enemy made an attempt to take the Ghuznee gate of the Bala 
Hissar, arid at the same time take the two guns lying under the walls, 
and in both cases signally failed. They brought no artillery with them ; in 

I 



fact they had hut two guns, which were taken in Captam Wathurtona 
house m the city, and these, they know not how to serve 
Nov 9th. — Lute this evening orden arrived for the departure, durin» 
the night, of Brigadier Shelton, accompanied by the detachment H M 
44th, Shah s 6th, and one gun H A , one mountain tram Accordingly 
this morning at about four a m , the above troops set out, and arrived ere 
day break at cantonments, without having met with any opposition on the 
road, although a ludicrous incident that occurred was nearly sending the 
whole detachment back to the Bala Hissar The Brigadier being a little 
way ahead of the column, observed, on reaching Seah Sing, what he 
thought was a party of the enemy's jezailchies, and was about to order a 
retreat, when a young officer who had ndden on ahead returned and re- 
ported the supposed enemy to be some harmless panah dogs I 
7be king is getting worse and woiae, he has quite lost his self posses- 
Sion If he is acting a part, he certainly performs it admirably He has 
warned the women in his seraglio, amounting in number to eight hundred 
and sixty, that in the event of the cantonment falling mto the bands of 
the rebels, he should administer poison to them all Major Ewart, 54th 
Ilegiment N I, (Brigadier Shelton having departed,) had assumed com- 
mand of the garrison , and the disposition of the troops in it, is now as 
follows —At the Qbuznee gate, two companies 54th, one gun H A , at 
the centre square, above the palace, two companies 54th, two guns H A , 
one twelve pounder howitzer, and one five and half inch mortar; a little 
below, another mortar of the same calibre is placed along intb amne-ponn 
der of the King a The Seik horse are encamped in the square also At the 
Lahore gate with Lieut, hfelville one hundred men, 54th, fifty jezailchies, 
and one six pounder, and a small iron gun of the Kmg s On the upper 
tower of the Hissar, commanding the whole, one hundred, 54th, one hun 
dred jezailchies, and one gun, mountain tram The remainder are in re 
serve in the Palace square, every man knowing his post in case of alarm 
We were thus prepared at all points, and ready to give the enemy, 
should they come, a warm reception On this day all the troops in the 
Bala Hissar were put upon half rations, m consequence of the great supplies 
of stta reqaired to be seat into caDtoomeBia, where they were even worse 
off than we were here , and Captam Kirby had orders to store all he could 
lay hands on, and hold it in readiness for despatch at even a moment s 
notice Thu active officer did all that lay in his power, and four hundred 
maunds of grain were immediately ready for cantonments 

Nov 10th —This morning opened brightly and auspiciously for ns, and 
it proved though a bloody, yet a glonoua day 
Sir William Macnaghten, accompanied by his Military Secretary (Capf 
Lawrence) was standmg at the bastion of cantonments, when they obnerv 
ed considerable bodies of the enemy, both infantry and cavalry, monng 
under the Scab Sung hills for the purpose, as they supposed of taking poa 
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session of the Reika Bashee’s* and three other forts in the neighbourhood, 
Sir William immediately went to the General, and strongly advised him 
to be beforehand with them, by occupying and instautly garrisoning the 
said forts. This both the General and Brigadier Shelton, who was present, 
demurred at, observing that they could not afford the loss of men 
which would be consequent on such an undertaking. Sir William re- 
plied, “ Sir, if you take them not to-day, you must do so with three- 
fold loss to-morrow.” The General then said, “ Will you take the res- 
ponsibility ?” and received in reply, “ On my shoulders be it.” Ac- 
cordingly, a detachment of the following strength was ordered to be in 
readiness for the purpose of immediately putting into execution the above- 
mentioned design : H. M. 44th, 37th N. I., Shah’s 6th and two six-poun- 
ders, 1 mountain train gun, under Lieut. Eyre, the whole commanded by 
Brigadier Shelton. 

They left cantonments at about eleven a. m., embrasures having been 
previously cut in the wall of the mission compound for the purpose 
of placing in position two guns, from which, and the north bastion, a 
heavy fire was opened on the Reeka Bashee fort, while the party under 
Brigadier Shelton, advanced to the attack. At this time, not only were the 
enemy in great strength inside the fort, but they had taken possession of every 
ditch and piece of broken ground commanding its approach, from which our 
party suffered great annoyance. The fort had its principal gateway facing 
the north-east, and also a small wicket south. Brigadier Shelton deter- 
mined on blowing open the latter with powder bags, which was accordingly 
done ; and the enemy being more intent on protecting the former, against 
which they evidently expected our chief attack would be made, as also 
from its being more covered from our fire from cantonments, a small party 
of H. M. 44th under Mackerell and McCrea, and a few sepoys 37th N. I. 
under Captain Westmacott, followed by Lieut, and Adjutant Bird, of the 
Shah’s 6th, had effected their entrance, almost before the enemy were 
aware of it. Most unfortunately at this time, and without any order given, 
a bugle from the outside sounded the retreat : the remainder of the 
detachment outside immediately faced to the right about, and com- 
menced retreating to cantonments ; thus leaving the party inside 
without any support, which was to a man cut up, with the excep- 
tion of Lieutenant Bird, and one sepoy 37th, who luckily got shelter in a 
small stable, and most gallantly maintained his positionfor a space of some 
minutes in the following manner : — ^having effected his entrance, he in- 
stantly barred the door, Lieut. B. had his own two barrelled gun and the 
sepoy his musket ; the former fired through the chink of the door while 
the latter loaded the other, and thus did he keep up a constant fire while 
at the same time anxiously watching the proceedings of the enemy who. 
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as they had already sustained a great loss, imagining the party to be of 
some strength, and fearing the retam of oar troops, had commenced a re- 
treat through the large gateway By this time our troops outside having 
rallied, had returned to the attack, and found the enemy in full retreat 
then Brigadier Shelton, leaving a small party to garrison the fort, quickly 
followed the fugitives, who, ns they passed the other forts lying to the 
eastward were joined by the different garrisons, through the whole of 
whom a panic had spread Bngadier Shelton continued the pursuit 
till close upon the Scab Sang hjJl, were feigning a retreat, the ene- 
my rallied and came down boldly upon bim Our guns, loaded with 
grape and canister, gave them so warm a reception, that they instantly 
turned and iled over the Seah Sung hill, thus leaving us m clear posses 
Sion of the whole of the country immediately to the east and north- 
east of cantonments Brigadier Shelton s first thought was to send small 
parties into the different forts to search for the enemy s stores of gram, 
which they were supposed to have laid op for the winter , and fortunately 
one was found to possess several hundred maunds, between six and seven 
hundred of which were the next day brought in by the Commissariat, an 
egnal quantity having fallen into the hands of our sepoys and camp fol 
lowers About five p u the troops returned to cantonments, leaving 
a gamson m the Rceka Bashee s fort, having blown up the bastion of, and 
set fire to the remainder of the forts Our loss was severe , Col Kfac 
kerell, H M 44th, died of the wounds he had received, while undergomg 
amputation Captain btcCiea of the same Corps, was, along with twen- 
ty SIS of his men, cat to pieces, as also Captain Westmacott and seve- 
ral sepoys of the 3rd , 63 of H M 44th were also wounded, five of whom 
afterwards died After the success of this day, the garrison of Zoolfar 
Khan a fort, immediately m the rear of the mission compound, became al- 
so alarmed for their safety, and the Chief sent in a message to Sit William, 
to say, that he would be happy to make it over to out troops in the event 
of our promising not to destroy it This was accordingly done, and a 
company garrisoned it the same night A report was brought in this same 
evening to the General, that Mahomed Khan s fort was garnsoned but by 
20 men, and although this was from an eye-witness, it was taken no notice 
of 

Nov Uthand 12th— The enemy remammg quiet during these two days, 
the Commissariat were acUicly engaged m geUmg m large supphes from 
the village of Dey Maroo, and the confidence with which the villagers 
came forward, plainly shewed the good effect of even the little successes of 
the 10th 

Nov 13th —The enemy m force occupied the hill of Dey Maroo, and 
opened a fire on the cantonments, from two field pieces at 12 or 1 * m 
S ir W Macnaghten sent Capt I,avrrcncc to the General to beg that a 
force might be sent out to dislodge them and urge the fatal consequences 
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llial must nrisc, from our thus allowing ourselves to be bearded. He 
accordingly went, and delivered Sir William’s message, but it being received 
coldly, Capt. L. returned, and requested Sir William to go in person, if ho 
wished his object carried out. lie did so, and found the greatest difficulty 
in getting the necessary orders issued, as Brigadier Shelton was so warm in 
his opposition, and threw such difficulties in the way, that it was not until 
Sir William had used such strong language, as to leave any reply out 
of the question, saying, “ That if those guns were not taken to-day at 
all risks, to-morrow the loss of cantonments might be the result” — that 
the required order was given. The detachment (consisting of strength un- 
known and) under command of Brigadier Shelton,' proceeded at about four 
r. M. to the Dey Maroo hill, and were received by a brisk fire from 
the AlTghans, but no sooner had our party ascended half-way up 
the hill, when the greater portion of the enemy took to flight. One 
largo and well-mounted body of Cavalry, however, still remained per- 
fectly stationary, on the top of the spur of the hill by which the as- 
cent was being made, until the advance, headed by Major Thain, had 
nearly reached the summit, when a portion of them made so gallant 
and impetuous a charge, as momentarily to strike terror into the hearts of 
the party, who, being thrown into a state of confusion, again descended 
the hill with the AtTghan Cavalry in the midst of them. Here they 
were met by the Reserve, behind whom they rallied, and with redoubled 
force, again drove the enemy up the hill. Captain Hamilton and Lieutenant 
LcGeyt, Adjutant, Shah’s 2d Cavalry, with parties of their respective corps, 
continued the pursuit with the greatest spirit. The Affghan artillerymen 
were, during this time, busily eng.aged in dragging away their guns,^ and 
had succeeded in getting one of them half way down the hill, the other be- 
ing still on the summit. The latter w'as captured ; a dash was also made 
for the other gun, which was likewise taken ; but as it was now dusk and 
there were no spare horses to draw it away, it was spiked, and capsized 
down the hill. The enemy had fled with great rapidity towards the city, 
and our own party were returning, having attained their object, to canton- 
ment, when a portion of the former rallied and followed them, firing upon 
them repeatedly, until their arrival at the very gates. The result of this 
day’s work, notwithstanding the momentary check our party had received 
at the outset, instilled fresh spirits into the whole of our garrison, as it 
would be hoped that a tenfold vigour would now be infused into our 
military counsels, which might speedily extricate us from the perils by 
which we were, day after day, becoming more surrounded. The shelling 
the city, which continued to be carried on from the batteries in the Bala 
Hissar, produced but little effect. Ameen Ullah Khan, whose house was 
always the principal object of the gunners, immediately on the firing 
commencing, left his abode and went into that of a friend, and although 
the shelling continued for some hours together, yet but five or six people 
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were generally the average of killed or wounded The above mentioned 
Khan was the most influential and powerful leader of the insurrection, 
owing to his wealth, and the large extent of territory he was chief of, he 
was looked, up to by all, ns the main-spring of the rebellion— Lord of the 
Loghur valley, and having some thousand followers obeying bia nod, his 
open declaration at an early period in favour of the insurrection, ceased 
him at once to be looked upon by all, as he whose authority ivas to be res- 
pected and feared, old, palsy-struck, and speechless, he was still powerful 
He had been deprived by Dost Mahomed Khan of his territory and ba- 
nished to Candahar, hut being one of the first to join Shah Soojah on his 
arrival, he was, by the influence of Sir William Macnaghten, reinstated m 
his estates, and his gratitude was entering mto a conspiracy to murder 
him" 

Nov 15th —This morning Major E Pottinger, C. B, Political Agent, 
Turkistan Frontier, and Lieut Uaugbton, Adjutant 4th Regt S S F, both 
severely wounded, arrived from Charekar, bringing the harrowing intelli- 
gence, that the whole of the unfortunate corps lately stationed there, and 
every officer, save themselves, had fallen victims to the sanguinary rebels 
After a struggle earned on with the greatest bravery and determination on 
the one side, and the most blood-thirsty ferocity on the other, after having 
undergone hardships and privations, snOermg the one with patience, the 
other with endurance, out of seven officers and six hundred brave men, with 
their wives and families, two of the former, and a few stra^lera of the lat- 
ter, have retorned to tell the melancholy tale 

To relate fully the particulars of this heart-rending narrative would, 
from the want bf all notes or even memoranda on the subject, be impossi- 
ble, but to bear testimony to the bravery, the self devotedness of the offi- 
cers, and until maddened by hunger and thirst, the obedient alacrity 
of the men, is a task which my pen, however feeble, shall still attempt 
to pourtray. 

It appears that the insurrection did not fully develop itself in that quar- 
ter, until the 3d instant, when a number of chiefs having come to a con- 
ference at Major Poltinger’s fort, about four miles from the place where 
the 4th Ilegt. was stationed, managed to entice Lieutenant Rattray, Major 
Pottinger s assistant, into the garden, when one of their number deliberately 
shot huh Upon this, Major P. immediately barricaded his fort, and with 
his small number of pemonal guards, contrived to bailie all the attempts of 
the insurgents until the night of the 4th, when he managed to effect his 
escape to the fort in which the 4th BegU commanded by Captain Codrmg- 
ton, were besieged He found the gamson, although they had a few day s 
provisions, yet sadly straightened for want of water, the only place from 
which the latter was procurable, being two miles distant from the canton 
ment fort ' On the 5th, Capt Codnngton, accompanied by Sfajor Pottmger, 
made a gallant sortie, driving the enemy before them for some miles. 



NAUUATIVK OF THE EVENTS IN CAllUL. 


Ixxix 


but nielaiiclioly to relatC) the former received a wound, of which be 
afterwards died, and the latter a ball in the leg, from which he is, even 
now, six months after the event, suffering severely ; Lieutenant Salisbury, 
quarter master, having been killed the day before, when gallantly leading 
a detachment for the relief of Major Pottinger’s party. 

By the 12th, a small supply of water which had been stored up by 
Captain Codrington was entirely consumed, and the troops during the 
whole of that and the following day, suffered the torments of an un- 
quenchable thirst. The artillerymen, composed entirely of Seiks, had 
deserted in a body to the enemy, the jemadar, who commanded them, 
having previously severely wounded Lieut. Haughton. In this state the 
men, nearly each of whom had a wife and family, decided on a sally for 
water, the want of which, and the very desperate state of affairs had 
destroyed all order. 

On the evening of the 13th, Ensign Rose, with the exception of Dr. 
Grant, the medical officer, being the only one left unwounded, headed the 
Rcgt. (who had loaded themselves with treasure, and every sort of dis- 
posable property,) for the purpose of sallying to the water, and then pro- 
ceeding as best they could to cantonment at Cabool, a distance of forty-two 
miles. The men rushed to the springs, and lying on the ground eager- 
ly drank, while a party, consisting of Major Pottinger and Lieutenant 
Haughton, both suffering severely from their wounds, and the latter of 
whom had just undergone amputation of his arm, accompanied by a 
few Sepoys, proceeded as a sort of advanced guard in front, expecting to be 
followed by the main body of the Regiment. However, after proceeding 
some way, all trace of the rear party being gone, Majoi*' Pottinger and 
his young companion taking unfrequented bye-paths, at day-light found 
themselves more than half w.ay on their road, having providentially escap- 
ed molestation. During the day they lay concealed in the bed of a small 
watercourse in the mountains without food of any kind, and the next night, 
after many hair-breadth escapes, having passed, unrecognized, through the 
midst of the city, arrived at five and a half a. m. in cantonments exhausted 
beyond description, having ridden forty-two miles ; one officer, with a fresh 
ball wound through his leg, the other, having had his arm just ampu- 
tated ; the latter oificer had again to suffer this painful operation. 

From all that can be gathered from the reports brought in, it appears, 
that the devoted corps had struggled on to Kar Durra, gallantly headed 
by Ensign Rose and Dr. Grant, where it was cut to pieces. The former 
officer fell, having first killed four of the enemy with his own hand, and 
the latter, although he contrived to escape from their murderous hands at 
Kar Durra, yet just as he had arrived in sight of the haven of his hopes, 
within three miles of cantonments, was massacred by some wood-cutters, 
and thus fell, the young, the gifted, the talented, and the brave; peace 
and honour to their ashes ! To add to the gloomy horrors, which daily 
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crowded upon ns, reports readied ns about this time of the murder of 
Captain Woodbatn, 5th Shah a, at Shekhahad, three marches to the north 
ward of Ghnznee, when in charge of a detachment, consisting of one hnn- 
dred thirty men of the Shah’s 3rd, proceeding on furlough to Hmdoostan 
They had left Ghuznee two days previous, and ere information of the 
insurrection had reached that fortress It appears that the K.han of She 
khabad, who professed to be his fnend, had made knonn to him the 
events in progress at the capital, and for security invited him and his 
party inside his fort, swearing at the same time, on the Koran, that 
he would protect him to the last extremity, with a full reliance on 
this man s sworn promises, Captain Woodbum and his party availed them 
selves of the Khan s offer No sooner, however, had this unprincipled 
barbarian got the whole party in his power, than he shut them up m a 
confined square, m his fort, and he and his men ftom some tower com 
manding the interior, savagely shot the whole party to death In this 
manner perished as good and gallant an officer as ever drew sword It 
may he remembered, by those conversant with the late history of Aff 
gbanistaa, that Captain Woodbum was the officer who so gallantly led his 
500 bayonets, at Secunderabad on the banks j>f the Helmuod sustaming 
the attack for several hours, and finally defeating and putting to flight, 
the united rebel forces of Auebter and Akram Khan, amoustmg to nearly 
five thousand men 

Nov 16th —The enemy are daily in the habit of makmg their appear- 
ance on the Dey Maroo Hills, at about 12 or 1 r u , when our men have 
invariably to hue the ramparts, and remain there till sunset, our guns in 
the meantime upon any bodies of the enemy who may approach 

within their range Parties of Kohistanees, day after day, ravage the 
village of Dey Maroo, the inhabitants of which place have been of so much 
assistance to the commissariat in brmgmg m provisions for them, from the 
surrounding country , so that it la now with the greatest difficulty any 
of them can be induced even with the olTer of high rewards, to render 
farther aid To day, while the Shab's Commissanat were making their 
purchases, they were suddenly surprised by a body of those mountaineers, 
when not only were three or four of them killed, but also some of the 
Affgban villagers severely wounded and gram and cattle carried off 

Nov 17th.— Sir William Macnaghten wrote to Col Palmer, 27th, com- 
manding garrison of Ghnznee, urging him to forward expresses to Capt 
Rawlmson, Pohtical Agent, Caodabar, ond Capt Leech, Political Agent 
Khelat i Ghilzie, desiring them to send up all the troops that they could 
possibly spare, and pointing out our extremely critical sitaation 

Sekunder Khan, Abdool Salaam, Alta Mahomed, and Abdullali Khan, 
sent a letter to the king, wishing to enter into negodations with him 
The kmg repUed, that if they wanted to treat they must send a respect 
able and confidential man and not a »nrap of paper The first of these 
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cliiefs, is tlic brother of Amecnoollah Khan, n description of whom I have 
before given. Abdool Salaam, and Atta Mahomed, were two of the prin- 
cipal leaders of the insurrection and of Abdoollah Khan Atchnkzye. 
The immediate cause of the outbreak was a letter from him addressed to 
the chiefs of the greatest influence in Cabul, apprising them that it was 
the intention of His Majesty and Sir William Macnaghten, to seize them and 
send them to London ! The plot was at first confined to but a few, but 
success having attended their first eflbrts, the insurrection immediately 
spread all over Alfghanistan. Sir Alexander Burncs calling on Sir Wil- 
liam the evening of the 1st, congratulated the Envoy on the tranquillity of 
the country ! He as well as all others, being totally taken in. 'ITie chief 
leaders of the rebellion were, up to this day, the loudest in their professions 
of friendship, and most frequent in their attendance at Sir William’s house. 
They met the day before at the house of the above-mentioned Abdoollah 
Khan, and suddenly resolved on their traitorous designs ; they relied on 
their own followers and the inflammable dispositions of the people of Cabul. 
They first gave out that it was the order of His Majesty to put all infidels 
to death, and this of course gained them many adherents. They forged 
orders from the king for our destruction, by the well-known process of 
washing out the writing from a genuine letter and leaving the seal. 
The people rose, and the rebellion burst like a thunder-bolt upon us. 
And Sir William’s own words, in a letter to Government, were, “ I have 
often foretold to Government the likelihood of a rebellion taking place, 
and the disturbed and disaffected nature of the populace ; but little did I 
anticipate the extent to which such an outbreak could be carried, and still 
less did I foresee the concurrence of calamitous circum’stances which 
paralyzed our power, and rendered the rebellion triumphant.” 

Intelligence arrived to-day of General Sale’s brigade having marched 
from Gundamuck for Jellalabad, which destroys all our hopes of relief from 
that quarter; the measure was much the wisest and best that could be 
pursued at such a period. If he had retrograded, (had he ever arrived in 
cantonments it must have been with the loss of half his Brigade ;) he 
would have had to fight his way through all the different Passes between 
his position and Cabul, and the measure instead of benefiting, would have 
injured our cause. By taking up a strong position at Jellalabad, he will 
be enabled to keep up the communication with Hindost:^, which else must 
be entirely cut off. 

Nov. 18th. — Our shelling from the Balia Hissar has, I fear, but little effect, 
and the attempts to fire the city with carcasses, was a decided failure. A 
report was brought down to the king, that the Jemadar of Jezailchies, 
who commanded at the upper tower, had deserted his post during the 
night with two petty officers of the guard. .At this. His Majesty was 
extremely enraged, and immediately ordered the relief of the whole party, 
sending up in their room Rohillas from the Peshawur territory, the most 

m 
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faithful and nttnchwl tronpa m bis amuc. Most lucky was it that he did 
80 , fts li ivaa discoreraf, from aecret information sent m dunnj tfao day, 
by Mohun Lull, that the traitor had sold the lower to the rebel Sirdars for 
100 gold mohurs The man returned m the ercning-, and, when question- 
ed, answered with the utmost ttngfroid, that he had only been on private 
business mto the city, nnd angnly demanded why ho bad been deprived of 
his command t He was heavily ironed and plunged into the fort pruon 
Mohun Lall said bo bad promised to give np the tower that same night, to 
ft parly of the enemy who were to come round by the back of the hilL 
Had this plot succeeded, we should have lost the Balia Husar 

Accounts from Jcllalabad stating, that Sale had had n glorious fight 
there, and defeated the enemy with serious loss, had strengthened bia 
position, was getting in supplies fast, and that be was good against all* 
Affghaniatan for months 

A detachment was warned to take Mahomed Khan’s fort this evening, 
and all was in icadincsa for the expedition, when, melancholy to relate, 
the order was, for reasons best known to the authorities, countermanded 
on the eve of execution I 

Nor. 22d —The enemy atiU continue daily to take np a position m the 
^ lUago and the hill of Dey Maroo, thereby not only putting a stop to our 
commissariat purchases, but, from the proximity of the village to the mis- 
sion compound, greatly annoying the troops located there. We hare now, 
howercr, through the exertions of the eommlssariat, got twenty days' sup- 
plies ftt half ration to tho troops and nou-combaUDU in store, which will 
enable Us to hold out until the anticipated relief from Candabar arrives 
l*his day the General ordered out a detachment under Major Swaync, for 
the purpose ofoccupyingthe village of Dey fliaroo, the party was, howercr, 
forestalled fay tho enemy, and after a fruitless attempt to dislodge them, 
they were under tbc necessity of retaming late in the evening to canton- 
ments, having lost two men H. A and Lieut. Eyre wounded 

Nor 23d -~In conformity with orders issued late last nigbt, the following 
detachment, four comps tl hf 44th, four comps 37th N 1 , 5tb N I , one 
squadron 5th L C , one ditto Anderson’s II one hundred Sappers and Mi 
ners, with one C-pounder, left cantonmeota at two a u under command of 
Brigadier Shelton, accompanied by Captains Troup and Mackenzie, acting 
staff, for the purpqse of driving the enemy out, and taking possession of Dey 
Maroo The Brigadier s plan of attack waa to gam during the night pos 
session of the hill immediately over the village, and from that commanding 
position, to make a descent upon it The bill was gamed by fire a » , and 
the troops remained there until close upon dawn, when a cluster of the 
enemy being perceived aronnd their watchfires in the village, out gun (the 
only one taken) opened upon them , this was followed 6y a volley from a 
part of the detachment, which qmckly spread a panic through the enemy, 
a great portion of whom, feaniig a nearer encounter, took speedily to 
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flight. After two or three more rounds from the gun, day having bro- 
ken, Brigadier Shelton desired Major Swayne, with a small party of Euro- 
peans and three companies of his own corps, to attack the village. In the 
meantime, the noise of the firing having reached the city, some of the 
Sirdars had collected their followers, and were beginning to make 
their appearance at the further end of the Dey Maroo hill, in the 
direction of Kulla Balund, when the Brigadier, leaving Major Ker- 
shaw, H. M. 13th L. I., in command of a small party of 37th Regt, 
to retain possession of the knoll over the village, proceeded with his 
detachment, and the gun, immediately over the gorge which separated 
him from that portion of the height occupied by the enemy, where he 
took up his position. Major Swayne, in obedience to the Brigadier’s or- 
ders, descended to the attack on the village, but having missed his road 
wandered to a part of the wall where there was a wicket, weakly barricad- 
ed, when having but a few men, and being himself shot through the neck 
he retired up the hill, thus defeating the principal object of the expedi- 
tion. The enemy now began momentarily to increase on the hill oppo- 
site the Brigadier’s position ; and also collected in great numbers principal- 
ly cavalry, in the plain to the North-west. For a considerable time our 
gun kept the enemy at bay ; but eventually, from the incessant firing, the 
vent became so hot that the artillerymen could not serve it ; of this the 
enemy’s infantry on the height from behind the breastworks, which they 
had thrown up with incredible rapidity, did not fail to take advantage, and 
with their long juzails, dealt death among our troops, while the muskets 
of the latter were almost harmless, from the foe being out of their 
range. 

Between the Brigadier’s position and the bottom of the gorge were 
several small hillocks, which extended more than half way down the ascent. 
Under cover of these the enemy were enabled to crawl a considerable way 
up without being perceived by our party, who were at that time suffering 
severely from the fire on the opposite hill. It is here with great sorrow 
and reluctance I am obliged to state, that the detachment became almost 
panic struck, so that when the Brigadier, perceiving the enemy’s progress 
up the hill, ordered them to advance and repel them, not a man, European 
or native, would stir ; notwithstanding the repeated and urgent entreaties 
of their immediate commanding ofiScers. Here fell Capt. Mackintosh, 5th 
N. I. and Brigade Major of Shelton’s Brigade, and Lieutenant Laing, 27th 
N. I., whilst striving, by their gallant example, to compel the men to 
advance. Here also were wounded Lieutenants Evans and Swinton, H. 
M. 44th, whilst gloriously employed in the same task. The enemy were 
not unobservant of this, and with loud shouts rushed at, and captured 
the gun. Our men retreated along the crest of the hill in the greatest con- 
fusion. I must here, however, pay a tribilte to the gallant conduct of 
the men of the H. A., who notwithstanding the bad example shewn them 
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liy their companions in arms, mainUtncil their ground until overpow- 
ered b) numbers 

At tins time, and wliila our troops were thus behaving, the enemy a 
ca\nlrj in the plain had been thrown into great confusion by their chief 
AhdooUnh Khan Atchuhayc hemg mortally wounded, and had themselves 
Commenced n disorderly flight Our party having retreated about one 
hundred nod fifty paces rallied, and seeing that the gun was m possession of 
but A inert handful of the enemy, again advnnccd, and recaptured it, the 
enemy carrying olT with them the hmbcr and horses The Affghans, both 
cainlrj and infantry, continued their retreat with the greatest precipita 
tion towards the city, hut being there met by nvery considerable rein 
forcement, crowded n second time to the former scene of action, while 
Hrigadicr Shelton still maintained his first position 

fn the meantime, perceiving from Cantonments what had occurred, the 
Major General sent out to the Dngadier fresh horses and a limber, ns also 
some loads of ammunition , the enemy could not be less now than six 
thousand infantry on the biU, and the whole plain to the north-west was 
completely blackened with their cavalry I hey had evidently determined 
on tins day to make one desperate effort to rid themselves of their Fering 
hco rulers Our 0-poimdcr again opened its murderous discbatgo upon 
them while they m return with their tong juzails mowed down our reeks 
in numbers Not a head could shew itself but it was an lustant mark for 
the too unerring atm of the foe, again did our men become panic struck 
Their offtccra urged, entreated, and implored them to uphold the well esta 
hlishcd credit of the llriti|b arms, and to advance so os to bring the enemy 
Within range of their muskets, but although many a noble example was set 
them by their officers, not n roan was found to second them Again were 
iat^e portions of the enemy perceived at their former naanoeuvre of crawling 
up the hiU, on the summit of which, no sooner had they made their ap 
pcantce, than the whole of the dcUchment fled in the greatest dismay— 
nor slopped from their fear impelled flight until brought up by the walls 
of Cantonments, when the General in person attempted to rally them, but 
m vain The men of H M 14th, native infantry, and cavalry mingled in 
one confused mass spread horror and dismay through the Cantonments 
and had the enemy followed up their success by a bold attack on them, 
frightful indeed must have been the result as it was, they seemed almost 
astonished with their own success, and after mutiktuig in a dreadful man 
ner the many bodies left on the hill, they retired with exulting shouts to 
the city 

In concluding the account of this disastrous event, I cannot refrain from 
offering a few comments on the immediate causes of so signal and bloody 
a defeat as was here suffered by a body of eleven hundred British troops 
led on by their own immediate ofifieers in as gallant a manner as ever 
troops were led The great, the fatal error, the first and most important 
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cause of this sad day’s reverse, the most bloody for the numbers employed 
ill the annals of Anglo-Asiatic warfare, was the small proportion of artil- 
lery sent out on the occasion. I grant the enemy were nine thousand 
strong ; I grant that a panic was struck into the hearts of nearly all our 
troops engaged ; but from what cause? Had one more gun accompanied 
the detachment, there is not a doubt on the minds of any of the spectators 
of, or actors in the struggle, that the result would have been widely dif- 
ferent. Our artillery is the most eifective and terror-striking arm of our 
force. There was no scarcity of either materiel or guns in Cantonments, 
and yet a detachment of the above strength was, in direct defiance of 
general orders on the subject, allowed to leave its fortifications, and en- 
counter this superior enemy with only a single piece of artillery! The 
consequences are evident enough, the vent gets heated, it misses fire at a 
time when a brisk discharge of grape or canister might have changed the 
fate of the day, and all is lost! Flight — a dishonorable and disastrous 
flight — ensues ; and the conviction which, until this moment, had pervaded 
the hearts of the Afighans, of the discipline and obedience, even unto 
death of our troops, European and Native, is gone ! 

Here amidst so much that was condemnable, let me again bear just and 
heartfelt testimony to the behaviour of that brave though small body 
of men, whose conduct on this and every other occasion during the war was 
that of a band of heroes, and who, preferring death to dishonour, met their 
fate nobly fighting to the last for the gun they had so ably served. I 
alluded to the H. A., when Serjeant Mulhall and six gunners, whose names 
I feel deep sorrow I cannot here record, sword in hand awaited the ad- 
vance of the foe, and it was not until they saw themselves alone in the 
midst of thousands of the enemy, that they dashed at full gallop, cut- 
ting their way through them down the hill ; and though surrounded by 
cavalry and infantry, yet they managed to bring their gun safely to the 
plain, where, however, only three of them being alive, and they desperate- 
ly wounded, they were obliged to leave it, and contrived to reach Can- 
tonments, to the great joy of all who had anxiously witnessed their gallant 
efforts from the walls. So gallant did Sir William Macnaghten consider 
the behaviour of the above named Sergeant, of which from the ramparts 
he was an eye witness, and his conduct having been previously meri- 
torious, that he promised to bring the same to the notice of Government, 
in the hope of obtaining some preferment w'orthy his great desert. 

It may be remembered, that a detachment was left under the command 
of Major Kershaw, H. M. 13th, consisting of 3d Comp. 37th N. I., over 
the village of Dey Maroo ; and it is indeed a gratification to be enabled 
to except this party, from the sweeping condemnation passed on the 
others. Owing to the admirable dispositions of this able and gallant officer, 
assisted by Lieutenant Hawtrey, although bearing the brunt of repeated 
attacks of large bodies of the enemy for several hours, yet he nobly 
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mivmtamcd hla poatiion Nor waa it until lio saw our troops (till then, 
concealed by llio bill frpm bis view) in a disorderly flight on the plain 
below, and be, and his detachment autrounded and nearly cut off, thatjie 
commenced, cutting his way through the enemy, bis retreat to Canton 
ments, where he arrived, though not until he had suffered the loss of 
one third of his gallant little body Out loss on this day was esceedmgly 
severe. 

Colonel Oliver, Capt. Mackintosh, and that most gallant fellow Walker 
4th Locals, who, for the lost week, h«l been nightly conveying ammuni 
lion to, and bringing back supplies from, the Balia Ihssar, and Lieut 
Laing, killed Major SaA}nc,5tb, Lieutenants Evans and Swinton 11 M 
4-lth, Captains T Bott, 5th L C and Mackenzie, wounded 
II M 41th--00 killed , 19 wounded; 4 died of wounds 
87th N I~>80 killed, 10 wounded 
Sth N I —Loss considerable, but unknown 
11 A —t killed , G wounded 

The enemy most dreadfully mutilated the bodies Colonel Oliver had his 
entrails cut out and stones put in their place, and his head and hand cut 
off, all the bodies were also more or less thus treated 
In the Balia Ilusar, when the General observed so strong a body of the 
enemy engaged, near Ocy Maroo, thought it a good opportunity to send out 
ft party of Light Cavalry to the Seah Siog bills to dislodge some few of the 
rebels, who formed a picquct of observation there, and ordering them, at 
the same time, to protect and cover a party of eight horsemen, who were 
proceeding to Cantonments with a letter for Sir Wm Mneoaghten from 
Capt Conolly, acquainting him that reinforcements of more thou 5000 
men bad passed to the rear of the Dey Maroo Hill, which the sitoatioQ 
of the Cantonments prevented them seeing The Punjabi horse, in number 
about 300, escorted tbe men safely to the plain near cantomnents 
and put to flight the enemy’s picquet, but a body of the enemy, of 
about equal numbers, and beaded by Slahomed Shah Khan, a prin 
cipal Ghilzcc Chief, having issued from Mahomed Khan a fort for 
the purpose of encountering them, they hardly waited their arrival 
ere they took to a dastardly flight, having one man wounded ' Observ 
ing this the enemy grew bolder, and seot a party of Jezajlcbies to within 
almost gim shot of the Balia Hissar, when the wuzeer accompanied by 
Prince Futteh Jung, the king s second son, went to Lieutenant M and 
requested he would send fifty Jeaailcbies to a hillock opposite the one 
forming the enemy s cover, and at the same time take a party of his in 
fantry out as a support , this he did and some smart skirmishing ensued 
between tbo two bodies of Jezaildiie^ who eventually succeeded in driv 
mg the enemy back on Seab Sing with some slight loss We remained at 
the position until evening when the enemy retiring we fell back od the 
gate with heavy heart, having witnessed our friends misfortunes m Can 
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tonments, and with fearful anticipations of the result. The Prince sent 
Lieutenant M. a very handsome Persian dagger and a set of gold studs. 

Nov. 24th.— On this day, a small body of the enemy commenced to burn 
down the bridge over the river which was very little more than musket 
shot from Cantonments, and were actually allowed to proceed in their work 
of destruction, without even an attempt being made to drive them away ! 
This requires no comment. The General made this day an official com- 
munication to the Envoy and Minister, expressing his opinion, that it was 
not practicable to hold the country, unless we received immediate assist- 
ance in either troops or provisions. Sundry discussions were entered into 
as to the expediency and propriety of retreating to the Balia Hissar, 
though nothing was decided on. But there is not a doubt on the minds 
of those who have thought on the subject, that had we done so, we should 
not only have saved that hecatomb of victims, who have since fallen by 
the hands of the enemy ; but that a retreat would have been avoided, and all 
the treasure and park of artillery, with the immense masses of public and 
private property, which has since been sacrificed, would have in a great 
measure been preserved. Provisions were secreted in large quantities, 
and by turning out the natives, would have been discovered. The rebels 
would on the advance of winter, have been obliged to disband their troops, 

, and been totally without money ; and in the end, the day would have been 
ours ; as it was, they paid their men with our money, and before the 
winter had well set in, our inglorious retreat had been decided on. 

Nov. 25th. — This day two deputies arrived from the enemy, and taking post 
at the bridge, requested that some number of accredited agents might be 
sent on our part to meet them. Captains Lawrence and Trevor were ac- 
cordingly dispatched by the Envoy, and met the two former, one being 
Sultan Mahomed of the Barukzye tribe, the other Meerza Ahmud Ali, 
Kuzzilbash. After a conference of two hours durfition, nothing having 
been decided on, owing to the very preposterous terms offered by, and 
the inflated tone of, the latter, they requested to see the Envoy in person, 
and accordingly they removed to the officers’ quarters, in the Seah Sing 
gate of cantonments, where the Envoy awaited their arrival. After a fur- 
ther conversation of three hours duration, in which, from the same reason 
as before, nothing was decided on, Sultan Mahomed being exceedingly 
hostile in his remarks, and saying that the Sirdar had conquered us, so we 
could not expect favourable terms, but that we must give up all our arms, 
ammunition and treasure, and surrender at discretion, prisoners of war, 
and submit ourselves to their mercy , — their mercy ! ! — the conference was 
concluded by the Envoy writing a note to the Sirdars, stating the grounds 
on which "he was prepared to treat; and while the Meerza took the letter 
in, Sult'an Mahomed, accompanied by Captains L. and T. awaited at the 
Bridge for the answer. After a considerable period bad elapsed, it arrived, 
and contained the same unconscionable and arrogant terms as before, and 



Ixxwin 


API EMilX 


oltuml uneondiUonal aubmisslon to the honor and mercy of a nation of 
Mohes llio En^OJ indiBnanlty rejected the terms proposed, and on some 
insolent remark being made by Sultsa Mahomed as to our utter helpless 
ness, the Lnvoy remarked, “Heave the issue in the hands of the God 
of battles ' And thus the first overtures of peace were rejected with 
animosity on both sides During the conference, salutes were being fired 
in the city in honour of the arrival of “Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan, 
nhn bad just come m from Kooloom, and nbo uas henceforth to play so 
conspicuous n part in the condudmg and most tragic sccocs of this fatal 
unr lie had been fur the last two years a wandering exile in the plains 
oflurkistan, or prisoner in the hand of the king of Bokhara 
lie IS the second and favourite son of the Ex- \mcct Dost Mahommed, 
and is looked upon ns the beat soldier of the AlTghan nation, ns well ns be 
mg politic and wise Ilts advent was hailed wiht rejoicing, and he imme- 
diatcl) took the lead in all counsels or actions However, by us, also, plcasnrc 
was felt when wo heard of his arrival, knowing the great stake he had m 
the country, and that Ins father, children, and wife, being in the hands of 
the Goicrnracnt of India, we had somo sceunly, should matters come to 
the worst, ofhta good treatment, and the weight ofhis interest on our side 
IIow vain were our hopes or nuticipations , how futile our reliance, the 
sequel proved Either ho is the worst poliliaan in the world, giving the 
lie to all reports of his wisdom, or he is actuated by feelings of the deepest 
and most rancorous hatred towards us and our government, or he would 
never have hunted us to death ns he afterwards did 
Nov 26th —Accounts were this day received from Jellalabad, stating 
that General Sale had fortified himself most strongly, was well olT for pro- 
visions, but rather short of ammunition, also loforraing us, that the 
Khybcrncs bad risen en maut, shut the Pass, and closely invested Ah 
Musjid, the fort, at its entrance, however, the Political Agent, Captain 
Maegregor, mentioned that be hoped in a few days it would be open 
again, as Captain Mackeson at Peshawur, and he from Jellalabad were 
using their utmost exertions to effect that object. Nothing of any im 
portance occurred from this date untiUbe first of the ensumg month The 
enemy took every opportunity of molesting and annoying us, while we did 
nothing in return, not a man could shew himself outside the walls of 
cantonments without being immediately a mark for their sharp-shooters, 
whose long Titles carried With a too unerring aim 
Ammunition was being sent dnnng the night in large quantities into the 
Balia Hissar, which was considered the •afest place, and as the question of 
a retreat on that fort w as still being agitated, and should it take place 
it was advisable that as little baggie as possible should accompany the 
troops, therefore the more they could send away the better 
Novi 27th —For the last two or three days, Osman Khan, nephew of Zuman 
Khan (brother of Dost Mahomed ) had been to and fro, between Sir \Vm 
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Macnagbten and tbe Sirdars, trying to enter into negociations, but to very 
little purpose. They still assumed the bigb tones of conquerors, and 
oIFered tbe most preposterous terms, which of course ended in nothing. 
At last he ceased coming, and the war “ which for a space did fail,” began 
again in earnest. Zuman Khan, w'hom I have mentioned above, had been 
proclaimed king by the rebels ; all orders were issued in his name, and the 
“ fatiha,” or Mahometan prayer on the accession of a new sovereign, had 
been read in all the mosques. He perhaps (although' possessing little real 
power) is the most polished and humane nobleman of all theAfiFghan tribes, 
has always been favorably disposed towards us, and “ the quality of mercy,” 
w'hich is a rare jewel here, seems to have taken firm root in his breast. 

Dec. 8th. — In consequence of the provisions for the troops having been 
all consumed, a military council met this morning, and was unanimous in 
its opinion, that nothing but a retreat was left for us. This decision being 
communicated to the Envoy, he expressed great repugnance to the mea- 
sure, and prevailed on the General to promise another attempt to secure 
supplies. With this object in view, the General assembled at his quarters 
in the evening, all those officers, whose local knowledge was supposed 
likely to be available in this emergency. From what I could gather of 
the proceedings of the council, it appears that the practicability of sur- 
prising some forts in the neighbourhood was discussed ; and, as frequently 
happens, a great deal of extraneous and angry argument was brought on 
the tapis, and Sir William Macnagbten, who was not present, was 
handled somewhat severely. He was accused of remissness in not hav- 
ing possessed himself of more local information, and more accurate know- 
ledge of the capabilities of particular forts and villages. His political 
measures next fell under the lash of sarcasm, and I hear that attempts 
w'ere made to saddle on Sir William, all tbe responsibility of our igno- 
rance of the extent of winter stores likely to be found in tbe surrounding 
villages. On this. Captain Mackenzie who was present, and attached to 
the mission (a most energetic and active military man) rose and expressed 
his disapprobation, that a deliberative military council should be made 
the arena of personal abuse, more especially of a man who, he being in 
political employ, was his immediate bead. 

Although the General repeatedly called the disputants to order, yet 
another senior officer in the room expressed his opinion, that Sir William 
and his measures were fit subjects of attack. After a considerable time 
thus lost, the business of the meeting was resumed, and Sir William was 
written to, for information regarding some villages in the neighbourhood. 
He answered the note in person, and laying before the council the des- , 
perateness of our situation, he ultimately succeeded in prevailing on the 
General to attempt an enterprize on the fort of Khoja Ruwash, about 
four miles to the northward of Cantonments. The strength 
party was then decided on, and the General called on Brigadier 
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woUci ‘riie I t\\ny Invligiiantljr rrjccKd the Icrmi jiropojed, ami on some 
b*olrnl TtmstV iKtng m.vle !>y !>»ltaa Mahomed a* to otir ullcr hclplc*a- 
nc<», the I nro; rttnarled, •• ! leave the h»ue in the liamlv of the God 
of bsUlrv ' And llni* the flr*l fivcHurev of pevo were rejected with 
RnImorUy on Iwth a(dca ffnrtfl]; the eonference, lalutca were being final 
tn the dl; In honour of the nrrival of StnUr Maliomrd Akbar Khan,* 
who had juit come in from Kooloom, and who waa henceforth to pla; to 
ctin«p»c«ou* a part in the concludmg and moat tragic aceoca of this fatal 
war lie had been for the laat two yrart a wanclennc exile m the plama 
oflurkutan, or prisoner in the hand of the king ofllokhara 
lie ia the leeond and faTOuriie aon of the I s Ameer Dent Mahomraed, 
and is looked upon lu the beat aoldirr of the Alfghan nation, aa well aa he* 
ing politic and wUe IIU adtenl vra* haded wiht n^oiang, and he imme 
diatel; took the lead in aUcountclaoraetioni. However, bjua, 8Uo,j)Ica«urc 
waa felt when we heard of bl« arrival, knowing the great itakc he had in 
the eonnlr;, and that hta father, children, and wife, being in the handa of 
the Oovemment of India, we had aome accunt;, should matten come to 
the wont, ofhu good treatment, and Uie weight of hia interest on our side, 
flow vain were our hopes or anticipation*, how futile onr reliance, the 
sctpicl proreiL filhcr he 1* the wor*i politician in the world, giving the 
lie Id all rtporia of hi* wudam. or he i* actuated b; feelings of the deepest 
and most rancorous hatred towards tts and our govcmmcDt, or he would 
never have hunted ns to dealh a* he afterward* did- 
Nov, 2Cth^Aceouftls were thu day received from Jelialabad, stating 
that General bale had fortified himtclf most strongly, was well oIT for pro* 
vtiioni, but ralbcr short of nmmumlion, also informing us, that the 
Khybcrnea had risen ea mattf, shut the rasa, and closely invested All 
Mutjid, the fort, at its entrance, however, the Political Agent, Captain 
Macgregor, mcnUone«l that be hoped In a few days it would be open 
again, aa Captain Mackeson at Peshawur, and he from Jelialabad were 
using their utmost exertions to cnect that object- Nothing of any im* 
portance occurred from this date until the first of the ensuing month The 
enemy took every opportunity of molesting and annoying us, while we did 
nothing in rclum, not a man could ahew himself outside the walla of 
cantonments without being immediately a mark for their sharp-shooters, 
whose long ndes carried with a too unerring aim 
Ammunition wm being sent donng the night id large quantities into the 
Kalla Ilissar, which was considered the safest place, and as the question of 
a retreat on that fort was stilt being imitated, and should it take place, 

It was advisable that as little baggage as possible should accompany the 
troops, therefore the more they could send away the better 
Nov 27tb —For the last two or three days, Osman Khan,nephcwof Zuman 
Khan, (brother of Dost Mahomed,) had been to and fro, between Sir Wm 
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Macnagbteu and tlie Sirdars, trying to enter into negociations, but to very 
little purpose. They still assumed the high tones of conquerors, and 
offered the most preposterous terms, which of course ended in nothing. 
At last he ceased coming, and the war » which for a space did fail,” began 
again in earnest. Zuman Khan, whom I have mentioned above, had been 
proclaimed king by the rebels ; all orders were issued in his name, and the 
“ fatiha,” or iMahometan prayer on the accession of a new sovereign, had 
been read in all the mosques. He perhaps (although possessing little real 
power) is the most polished and humane nobleman of all theAffghan tribes, 
has always been favorably disposed toivards us, and “the quality of mercy,” 
which is a rare jewel here, seems to have taken firm root in his breast. 

Dec. 8th. — In consequence of the provisions for the troops having been 
all consumed, a military council met this morning, and was unanimous in 
its opinion, that nothing but a retreat was left for us. This decision being 
communicated to the Envoy, he expressed great repugnance to the mea- 
sure, and prevailed on the General to promise another attempt to secure 
supplies. With this object in view, the General assembled at bis quarters 
in the evening, all those officers, whose local knowledge was supposed 
likely to be available in this emergency. From what I could gather of 
the proceedings of the council, it appears that the practicability of sur- 
prising some forts in the neighbourhood was discussed ; and, as frequently 
happens, a great deal of extraneous and angry argument was brought on 
the tapis, and Sir William Macnaghten, who was not present, was 
handled somewhat severely. He was accused of remissness in not hav- 
ing possessed himself of more local information, and more accurate know- 
ledge of the capabilities of particular forts and villages. His political 
measures next fell under the lash of sarcasm, and I hear that attempts 
were made to saddle on Sir William, all the responsibility of our igno- 
rance of the extent of winter stores likely to be found in the surrounding 
villages. On this. Captain Mackenzie who was present, and attached to 
the mission (a most energetic and active military man) rose and expressed 
his disapprobation, that a deliberative military council should be made 
the arena of personal abuse, more especially of a man who, he being in 
political employ, was his immediate bead. 

Although the General repeatedly called the disputants to order, yet 
another senior officer in the room expressed his opinion, that Sir William 
and his measures were fit subjects of attack. After a considerable time 
thus lost, the business of the meeting was resumed, and Sir William was 
written to, for information regarding some villages in the neighbourhood. 
He answered the note in person, and laying before the couneil the des- 
perateness of our situation, he ultimately succeeded in prevailing, on the 
General to attempt an enterprize on the fort of Khoja Ruwash, about 
four miles to the northward of Cantonments. The strength of the 
party was then decided on, and the General called on Brigadier Shelton 
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to n^me Uic ofljcir to wtmm the expedition •hnuld Ijc enlniilcil But Ibc 
llripaJicr ToxVlnj: no rcjily, U wi« conclmlftl tb»t lie wm luilccp, mon- 
partioilatl3r x« MOiotijcIi neicrxl tlm« ftildrr»%ciJ, no aniwer wa* received, 
and the (Ifticral, tbeferorr, referred to another oflicfr, who mentioned llic 
Field OtTicer next for dnlj, which however hm luddenljr nejtativcd the 
lln^xdicr, who, although adeep, had mentallj- kept pace witli the diicui- 
•ion Here Captain Ijurreiier, who had been a aiannch adroente for acUre 
meavjm, iieintj referred to by the IJnjadier In rather an unpleasant 
rnanner, immedixtely volnnteered to head the hnvoy’a cacort on the 
oerulnn, and take all the rtaponaibillty of the protection of the gun 
It wav at tcnf;th Bnally aetUed that the Cth ShaVa II. A. gun, the En 
voy’a fvenri, and a iquadron of Irregular Cavalry ihoutd leave Canlon- 
menta for the purpose of aurpming Khoja nuwash, at 3 a ai on the 
Dth, and llrijfadier Shelton wav requrated to ace to the execution of all 
minor details, to order the bndge to be laid down fur the exit of the Caval- 
ry and guns, and the Council dissolved Itself at 1 a » 

tlie troops w’cre ready at the hour appointed ; hut itrange to saj , on the 
It A and Cavalry amvini* at the Kobistan Gate, and expecting to find 
the bridge down, and nicely cotered with atraw, to prercot their exit be 
Ing beard. Captain lAwrcnce was told by the ofneer on duty there, that 
up to that moment not a aiogle order had been rcctited Tliii being itn- 
mcshately reported to the Avautant Adjutant General, (Captain Grant,) 
who waa consulting with Captam Hopkins, which ofllecr having been 
nametl to command the detachment, had, it aeemv, commumealed anme 
rumniira that the enemy were in force, etc. etc , which were earned to the 
General and Bngadtcr when, much to the Envoy's disgust, the expedition 
was given up 

Dec. 0th and lOlh — Inrorraalion was received by Cnplam Anderson, that 
a mine WAS being earned under the S E. comer of the new magazine fort, 
which he Immediately made known in the proper quarter However, no 
notice waa taken of it, aUhougb aubscquently the report was found to he 
perfectly true No attempt waa made to recapture Muhoramud Shi- 
rcefa fort, although a heavy fire waa kept up on it dunng the whole day 
from every gun that could be brought to bear, In the hopes of destroy- 
ing the walls ; unsuccessfully, however, as the soft mud received the bails, 
without shewing even a symptom of giving way. Behind these, although 
the enemy did not attempt to gamson the fort dunng the day, s strong 
body of the enemy’s Jcxallchies took post, and kept up a most eflcc- 
tivc and destructive fire on the old bazaar, and m fact, sweeping the whole 
west face of the ramparts , a new embrasure was made in the walls, and a 
long mne-pounder brought to bear, but atill without cifcct. 

Dec, lUh — Only this day’s provuions being led, the General urged upon 
the Envoy the necessity of coming to some terms « ith the enemy , in con 
sequence of which the Envoy, who had re opened communications irilb the 
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Sirdars, had arranged a conference with them, which was to take place on 
the right side of the Cabul river, where the bridge had formerly stood. 
Accordingly, Sir William, attended by Captains Lawrence, Mackenzie, 
and Trevor, proceeded to about a mile from cantonments, when he was 
met by Sirdar Muhommud Akbar Khan, Muhommud Osman Khan, Sultan 
Muhomraud, (half brother of Mahommud Akbar,) Muhommud Shireef, 
chief of the Kuzzilbash tribe, Muhommud Shah Khan, Khoda Buksh Khan, 
(Ghilzie Sirdar,) in fact the heads of all the chief tribes in the kingdom. 
The Envoy opened the conference by stating, that “ the continuance of the 
British army in Affghanistan, appearing to be displeasing to the nation, 
and the British Government having no other object in sending troops to this 
country, than the integrity, happiness, and welfare of it ; and that object 
being defeated, they can have no wish to remain ; the following conditions 
were therefore offered for the Sirdars’ consideration : — 

1st. — Immediate supplies to be furnished to the troops to any extent 
required, carriage cattle ditto. 

2d. — The British troops to evacuate Affghanistan. 

3rd. — An offensive and defensive alliance to be formed. 

4th.— The Ameer Dost Muhommud Khan and all his family to be 
released. 

5th. — His Majesty Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk to have the option of 
remaining in the country as a private individual, to be treated with all 
honour and respect, and have a guaranteed stipend of a lakh of rupees 
annually, or, if he so wished, is to be allowed to accompany the British 
troops to Hindoostan, taking all his property and family with him, only 
giving up such effects as had formerly belonged to the Ameer Dost Mu- 
hommud. In the event of carriage not being procurable for his property 
and family, they are to remain in the Bala Hissar, and be treated with all 
honour and respect, and on the arrival of the Ameer and all other Aff- 
ghans imprisoned in India at Peshawur, the former are to be transported 
with safety to India. 

6th. — All the sick and wounded to be left under care of the Sirdars 
at Cabul, and treated as guests. 

7th. — All spare ammunition, guns, and small arms, if the means of 
transport are not procurable, to be made over to the Sirdars. 

8th. — All surplus property of officers, for which carriage might not 
at present be procurable, to be left in charge of Zuman Khan, and be for- 
warded to India on the first- opportunity. 

9th. — No man to be molested on either side, for his actions during 
the war. Such chiefs as had kood staunch to the king, to be allowed 
either to accompany his Majesty, taking with them all property, or remain 
in Affghanistan, treated with every respect. 

10th.— Any British subject wishing to remain in Affghn .’'tan for tj«^^ 
purposes of trade, to be in no way molested. ' % 
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p:iuis again in position (relieving at the same time) ; the King’s troops being 
relicvctl l)y onr men. All rvcrc perfectly disgusted, after having got all 
in readiness, that our march to Cantonments should he so unfortunately 
stopped. 

A deputation of Chiefs waited on Sir 'William Macnaghten this morning, 
for the purpose of proposing, that Shah Soojah should be left nominally 
as king, the Rarukzeyc tribe exercising, by one of their chiefs, the functions 
of Wuzccr. Hut owing to the mutual jcalotisy of the parties concerned, 
this proposition entirely fell to the ground. Among the Sirdars who thus 
accompanied this deputation, was Mahommud Khan, commonly known by 
his title of the Naib Ameer,” and ns his name will henceforth figure in 
this narrative, ns one of our principal mediums of communication with 
the enemy, I will give hero a short account of him. Of a good family, he 
distinguished himself during the misfortunes of Dost Mahommud, by a 
devoted attachment to his cause, being one of the few, who, through all 
his troubles and adversities, never forsook him. For tliis he was seized 
by Shah Soojah, all his property confiscated, he himself imprisoned, after 
being mulcted in the sum of three lakhs of rupees. Ilis feelings towards 
the British were most favourable, as he was fully aware that it was 
through the intercession of the Knvoy that liis life lind been spared by 
the victorious monarch ; he had been enlarged on the rebellion breaking 
out, and was now one of the most influential in the Council of (he Sirdars. 

This day the Envoy and Minister wrote to Major Eldrcd Pottinger, C. B., 
acejuainting him that a treaty had been entered into with the Sirdars, one 
article of which was that he was to remain as a liostngc pending Dost Ma- 
homud Khan’s return to this country; also apprising him that Colonel 
Palmer had been ordered to evacuate Ghiizncc, ns soon ns the season 
would permit of his so doing, and ordering him to afford him all the assis- 
tance he could on the road, and on his arrival at Cabul ; also desiring 
him to take every opportunity he could of informing Colonel Stoddart at 
Bokhara, and Captain Arthur Conolly at Khiva, of the unfortunate turn 
of events. 

Dec. 13lh. — Again did we vacate our different positions in the Bala 
Hissar, making over command of them to the King’s troops, and. with 
labour and difficulty got our heavy guns and ammunition ready for our 
march to Cantonments, and only awaiting carriage for the stores from the 
latter place. About 2 p. m. we observed masses of Affghan Cavalry 
assembling on tbe spur of the Scab Sung hills, and about an hour after- 
wards, a column consisting of a squadron Gth L. C. and a troop of Irre- 
gular hor.se escorting 200 spare ponies for our baggage and ammunition, 
slowly took its way from Cantonments, towards the point where the 
horsemen were assembled. On its arrival there, a halt of about half an 
hour ensued, and the oflicers, Capt. Collyer Gth L. C. and Lieut. Le Geyt, 
went to visit the Chief on the hill, who proved to be Sirdar Mahommud 


»*T4«V t 


hl-t • » f * ^ t 1 t f ^ (/••**> I 1 

«i p ^ ^ ^ t«s« 

•i/*1 mf*i4p ^ »\ n% #«**• f ^■~>»nt 

J r-m * » * *'•* * *1*1 

».n.tH«« A »‘*.*f * r 0-4 ♦ ri*-.* t%r % 

% t T ♦•tv’ * ki ?.« 

%jr n # ^ « « s*f'* '7 »•# j»f^ >•> 

« J » f ty \ t m i Sh A\ t %. *. I w \ ct *7i-rtn 

|^ v», 

4^^ )\ I « » ^^ « ♦< tft-n »t fiti » -Ufy <7 *1 } 1^4 

*=<•♦4*4 •«i7»N*{ 1U*« ^tW*» 

»\ * «» n * 1* » ; rtN* t K * • ♦ H I •♦'*»■* » |<» fcM*i «*( * f 4<if'4i ^ 

* * t J\ 14 ft,« Jt t |» t «»■••* A 1% 4\-« ftf«‘>'<4 « «■»• ft 14 t 

U nw « fl /*» t I »7 4> f* Art |\( f< t,t |>r4A H-f «4l ft 

84^4< S Wr**! ^ *7 I'i-* 4 ».♦ ,j ^ i S i *•< 

AV*%\f***%f 4T^'»ft nnft4i'»>^«^»rtv\ \ •%,*» 

*t-K* |f rt flir<e W»K iTS-n «.!* iftif f « ft-* fc* 

4*^•^k>•ftft.9«<^ft(|rpT4«•<7)l tffjt* {UfAO* * *!(•£ 

l\» ^^* <a It Hft «Mv•»*^^t <>4 44) ^ »><( rt«{C ( rm^tr 

*l' *♦ * mt % i«'l' 4*f» H«*% 4»i haff'tf lift |i M« "» *>.»» **♦ •f'4 

*■^■il'*^ « ?«i^ 4l4 • *fc* *4a Af 1^ *♦» trs -^4 ei lV«» t 1^4 

li.' r ^1 j» 1 * t** ^'7 It* aie ft k/i%4 }i,Hr fct* ft Vfcl n 

mrf 4i i\* ft f I «* * * 1141 «f\ tft 4a t fcrs j» r4 tS* ftttyt »« 

4tl'*1»4»ll.n |\ift f t » Jl »4«4 

» I J ♦« H»» *1 I*n J i»1 l\4 ii '» A*. tW K>a( • fa •»!« 

7ft~».<4H-4« *rt*ir tftjfc; 4S4 *1 -a* ♦»♦ |!U4t fi i 

t * «■»«< ft Cftt* «* laa » *4<| »} 4 p* »ffa w\“;; 

J>4H 14* |1 ft * 414^ l» • < * «-* tj «Sj fitftaf «!v t''*? «:uj 

44. f I~* Itft 'f I'-t t^ft' fta ftift «f tW t Kj fti4 tl»* «rf» fc»5t 

I t*v^ f 1^** • **“» *i iW H **■»• *k«*7 • n I f ftS *^44 . *»vi balVTf^ tW 

I fttrfTTT«*f» n« fta-f ftrt* , 44 1 li» 4 4^ lS*i^4r tfl* * •ftii M tttl l> 

fp t-ftra. 

Irt o • f«'tf jat >1 \frttJv *i*t««t \f«t« *• ?>£*“»} f''® 

f t'-j *•»**» t. ?, fe.i.J •’» i t*ft lia r^rt a P'^ fi t-* ** • Jn**J 

«i-»4 f»i.*« • ( t l'« fft-a \t 14* ratrifrt t“ -t llrt lUi* 

|l Mifi I*’* I'a larr *■•« *rr* i« fc**- v> ca* *sj Usw^ 

»f t ft T ** arf’i 1*^4 f4 fta l^wV/ tlA5 \t •f'C'* f ft J ft f t'^tt tO 

44 3^« k-*J «*-4n wC \4 4 i-fcj h»4 *1'“.^ ta frl cifa» 

4i« ffttr tVu tftf rj d *« 1^* Klee * itwop trn ih« w»S » ev t® 

tn at-** I •w;';m 4« e-va* t^m! • » nwg henSf < f 

li=4 tr-Are-j, |fe wjf*. It fxir- tt»f4 •uU I lie rf^ftrt an u>jr fftjJj I *** 

»i«n »^-mVi65 la lt« lUjftb Ab at itr of a fm rf tie ^ is 

»*»i * , Jft, nfiftti a ebif^Tof |Cr*p^ fr ra lie 3 pfv* -AJer on iLt wall* nil* 

ll«l a'jrtoi atjf e»{'« k \ 'lej aB»l titme ! oft U m: t f Irienl 'I » ^ 



NARRATIVE OF THE EVENTS IN CABUL. 


XCV 


several horses and men of the Sirdar. We did not at all know -n-hat to 
make of this, and expecting as we did every moment to be attacked in 
front, our situation was by no means pleasant. To add to our other 
misfortunes, the Sirdar now declared, that, owing to the lateness of the 
hour, we must remain where we were for the present, until he could 
make some arrangement with the Chief of the Ghilzies, who were 
now in force on the Seah Sung hills ; so here we were benighted, 
without a single article of clothing further than our regimentals, and 
exposed to the rigorous frost of a December night in these lofty 
regions, and not having tasted a single article of food since the morn- 
ing breakfast. No wood was procurable, or we should have lighted 
bivouac fires as we remained shivering 'in the cold until twelve, when 
Captain Conolly decided upon making an attempt to re-enter the Bala 
Hissar, and take up our former position. However, on Ms going to the gate 
for the purpose of attempting to parley, accompanied by Major Eivart and 
myself, they immediately opened a fire on us, and when we at length got 
them to answer our repeated enquiries, as to whose orders they were 
obeying by firing on us, they replied, that the King had commanded them 
to hold the gate at all hazards, and open it for no one, nor would they. 
Captain Conolly then requested some of them to take a message to his 
Majesty, acquainting him with our situation, and requesting he would open 
the gates. This one of the garrison promised to do, but as he brought us no 
answer, we were obliged to give up the attempt as fruitless. Captain C. then 
sent a horseman off to the Sirdar, to know why we were delayed ; he sent 
word that he was treating with the Ghilzies, but we could not march 
before day-light, and so we had no alternative but to remain where we 
were, shivering in the frost, and compelled to stand or walk about, not hav- 
ing the wherewithal to lay down on. The ground was now completely 
white, with hoar frost, and we most anxiously watched for the approach 
of day. At length the morning star rose, and we knew that our fate 
would soon be decided ; and although it would be in vain to deny, that, 
situated as we were, six hundred men, divided into several parties, and 
surrounded by thousands of enemies we had no apprehensions as to 
the result, yet they were mingled with a determination to sell our blood 
as dearly as we could to. these traitorous barbarians. Immediately day 
broke, we received orders to form line of march, which was speedily, done, 
and the advanced guard set off, followed by the baggage, ammunition and 
stores, in the centre of which was the main column, and then, rear of all 
came our two companies, under command of Captain Corrie. 

For the first four hundred yards all went well, and although a large 
body of footmen hovering about immediately seized any thing that could 
not be carried on, yet they offered us no personal molestation, having the 
fear of Mahommud Akbar’s horsemen and our muskets before their eyes. 
The Rajah kept continually sending me messengers to march quicker. 
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flawing brtweeti «i, were of no ute. An order hrro wai*pnl tout to leave 
the fur*. I* thry b*d no Ironoeka or oilier arrURt to leud ui, and to 
<T»BJe eo tnwanl* Canlonmenta. which wc sceordingl/ did, but had not pro- 
reedetf more than ?0fJ yinl«, ere oor farther adrinec wi» countermanded, 
and we were mid to retake the pun* at all hiurd* The men imtncdi&te- 
ly farctl aboui. and haitog refitlcd thetr pouehra, the ammunition m which 
bad Irreit Mpntled, adfanced at a double to the eharge The enemy how- 
ever awaited not our attack, but after one Tolley took to flight, and with 
a lot* of only fmr men, we bat! again poaaeavion of the gun*, wbicb, after 
very great etertlon* wc contnred to drag into CanlonmcnU, where we 
arrirrd at 10 *. tborooghly csbaotted with hunger and fvtigue. 

In CanionmentJ, lUI were In a lUte of great etcitcraenf, and most ansi- 
mii to know the i*ioe ofibcconfcreneeanow daily taking place. Suppliei 
came »o, m tmaU quantmc* and at mo*i exorbitant pnccs, from the city, 
thirty or forty rupee* being gives, for one camel load of chopped sinv, 
and other iblngt at equally dear rate* 

Oman Khan had an mtemew wUU the Ihivoy to-day, hut what 
took place did not trauipirc. But a* three and a half lakh* of ropro were 
aent out to the Sinlart, wo raay justly aupposc, it waa rchtire to mo- 
netary alTair* 
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Dec. Ucporls were, busily drcul'ilctl, niul easily believed all over 

Cantonments, that His Majesty the Shah, dreadfully enraged at the terms 
of tbe treaty, by which he had been deprived of Ins kingdom, was offering 
rewards for European heads, atid doing all in his power to injure tis among 
the inhabitants of the city. This latter perhaps might have been true, but 
1 should attach very little credit to the former. 

Two or three of the sepoys of the .11th llegl., who had been shut in 
the Hala Ilissar, having made their escape over the walls during the night, 
arrived to-day. They say, that the King had caiiscd them all to bo parad- 
ed in his presence, when he told them that from that moment they must 
consider themselves as his soldiers, that he should promote them all to 
uniques and havildars, and should increase their pay, etc., ending by saying 
that ho would be as a father to them; notwithstanding these very fine 
promises, they were all eager to make their escape, and many of them con- 
trived to do so, nrrivijig, jioor fellows, with their feet very severely frost- 
bitten, as they had walked with naked feet through the deep snow. Tlicy 
had escaped over the walls of the Ilissar in the following manner. “ Their 
companions in the fort, and themselves bad each taken off their cumur- 
bands, ntid tying them together formed a sort of ro])e, and one by one 
they had been let down, a height of nearly .lO feet.” Provisions came in, 
in the same scanty manner as yesterday, attah at a .seer and a quarter the 
rupee ! Since the commencement of the truce, the gatc.s of the Cantonment 
and different fields in the neighbourhood have been infc.stcd with a set 
of blood-thir.sty men cjilling thcmsclvc.s Ghazccs, or warriors for thc-causc 
of religion ; these barbarians acknowledge the authority of no chief, and 
believe, or pretend to believe, that the slaying infidels, whatever their 
other crimes may be, gives them a claim to Paradise. They are very 
numerous, as auy rascal, who chooses to call himself so, and leave Ins 
other employment for the sake of fighting against us, becomes one. Not 
only do they ill-treat and rob any Hindoostanis going ouLside the gates, 
but those AfTgbans, who by the Sirdar’s orders bring us in provi- 
sions, arc Ibcmselves even subject to their violence — ns on retui'ning 
baniig depo,sitcd tbeir loads they arc immediately stripped, and plundered 
of every thing, by these banditti ; Avho, using religion ns cloak for their 
sins, wash their hands in blood and every kind of iniquity. They arc pro- 
tected by the Moolahs, and priests, in tbe city, and the Sirdars themselves 
are sometimes obliged to submit to abuse from tbeir foul tongues. Tlie 
General wrote to Sir Wm. Macnaghten, laying before him, that unless the 
Sirdars with whom he was now treating, sent in supplies sufficient for the 
troops by three o’clock r. m., the camp cattle would be, through starvation, 
unable to move, leaving us no alternative, in ease of retreat being necessary, 
but blowing up our magazine, guns, and treasure, and marching at all risks ; 
bringing forward also, that if the Sirdars who arc treating, and who are well 
able to supply us, do not do so, it is a proof of treachery on their part. 
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l)«v 11*11, — ilrtw-V j«%ln inJ «orrrjtr 
lnUn> J Mf*» of Ml Our m»tpfn»», 0 HrC»timcTr Mlptmoirr lu ihotnemy. 
or, »» ttttt fsllr.l In tho iffnrrni ofjrr on l^ie •• Our AfT^lian 

MIim," Alllr** ^r*. rurU ki the weWr* arc lo the Utn^n, or ihn 
onniht!* to tl e ilflr** »»ho«c Wood tl ej are to dnolt. AlltMl 

rather lerrSr*, frjlng *' OUr, itUo, mte.** and irlm, fiodins an eaiy prey, 
tf'oV alt itiey rittjl 1 , turleit hW dry, and l! en wadinJ their handa m hW 
atia!» Tit i Km anii(t;<atin;; ThooM 'Iu»jld, ywdfar Khan'*, the lid* 
hah lU*hff*, »nt Kitty tmt Mar*«}no firt, that *’fonshftW iddch had 
foil lit mjrh teeatuftt anij laMur In IrtjlUirjr. irerr earh and all yiten op 
to lx* gsrniiffil hy onr Afl ;1 an ••♦f/V*/" and they were thni rnpoircred, 
t’onll afftin tale an iihKionrahle turn, to mrep (antonmmtt on all 
»t m Ith a dfitrurtltr and deadly firo. The tccond of ihrtr fort* had hetn 
♦•aplurrtl hy «« aArr eipendmj; the Wood of many bratc officer* and men, 
and their ipirltt trrnifd to trpmach u« for ihnt lamely them op- 

llonnrr, fuir oVJoeV r M. aarr them atJ pamioned hy the A/T^rbant, who 
•at on the walU of the Ma^pidne f >tt, fn m which ctery point of Canton- 
rir*il wa» mlhle, and patted tl eir rtmarV* and JoWt* on the conduct of 
thoie withm 

.Vut4ur«nollah>Kf an, hmtbrr of N'ewatib /uman Khan, w®» tent fn m 
A hoturr, althoush taVlnj* hc»taj:t from tl »» people it 'try lUtle iwc as 
»n the fint pUte, (I ey are perfectly awart that we rierer maltrtai eren our 
enenuf*. if In our power \«d ayain, had we cut off lna head, for ercry 
me man torry fur is it tt more than prohaMe there would !« ten who 
would be ylad. at, ciceptmj; amonytt tlittr own Immediate tnhe or family, 
rtrry man'a hand It ayalntt hu neiRhboor. and It i« worthy of remark, m 
illuttntire of the alMtr, that, (Mahomed Khan, Sulmn Jan,) on tome one 
aAerwardt hattny menlione*! to him that N«»»ur^ollah.Klian** hcinR a 
hottaRC wat (he came of (be •upplit*. rlc coming in, SnUan Jan anttrered, 
•• Oh ' be tl a dog of a man, what •hould wc hate cared if jou had Villctl 
htmf* One hundred and fifty*(lTC maundt of nttah were tent to^ay, 
certainly not before tt wa* wantnt. and they promise us 2000 cameU and 
dOO yahoos, to carry our bayRasc 

The Afl^hans are all full «f ihcir intrntion in nttaekln^ the Btlla Ilissar, 
which they say they Intend doinR (hia c'cning, although ihctr fear of 
•tone walls will I think prereot ts 

Dec. ITth.—Thia morning the Tntoy tent a letter to the Shah, acquamUnS 
him with the terms of the treaty he had cntcrctl into with the Sirdaw, and 
offering to guarantee him four lakhsof rupees per annum, tfbe would return 
to Ilindoostan The King sent a reply-— a 'Cry small scrap of paper on 
which were a few Persian words written with his own hand, and implyiuo 
that the EnToy* ought to be cautious in trusting the Sirdars, as they were 
only playing a deep game with him Tliat he, the King, had a strong 
party forming for him m the city, and would get hold of his kingdom 
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[fic certainly did, and lias to this hour, April 1SI2, held his empire 
against them all, and seems now to he ns strongly seated, as when sur- 
rounded hy British troops. It appears that when we were obliged to leave 
him, he opened his coflers which he had wisely filled from our treasury, 
and with 17 lakhs of rupees well distributed, he gained over the disafl'cet- 
cd and made the staiinch, more faithful.] 

Dec. 18th. — Snow falling all day, five inches on the ground in the evening. 
.-Ml'ghans crowd into Cantonments bringing hcrmctic.ally sealed provisions, 
etc. part of the plunder of the Commissariat fort. Books and maps also, 
being the property of those ofiicer.s who either in Cahnl, or the Kohistan, 
had fallen victims to the sanguinary murdcrcr.s, were brought in, and sold 
for an eighth of their original value, although purchasers were scarce; 
ns there being no carriage procurable, all officers were compelled to throw 
away three parts of their baggage and all their camp equipage; a few 
changes of linen and warm clothing being the utmost each party could 
c.arry. Books, instruments, nnil'orms and tents, were to he had in any 
quantity for the asking, and it was only those who anticipated remaining 
ns hostages who nmas^-cd Iiooks, etc. for the purpose of carrying them 
to the city, ns they might remain there for an unlimited period. Some 
eight or ten more of the men of the 5Uh, have made their escape over 
the walls of the Bala Ilissar, and confirm the report of those who came 
before, ns to the King having pressed them nil into his service. 

Dee, 19th. — Sir William Mncnaglitcn wrote to Colonel Palmer, at Ghuz- 
nec, ordering its evacuation, and telling him to retreat via Cabal, and 
then hy Dcra Ismael Khan, to llindoostan ; also to Cnpt. Ilawlinson, 
at Cnndahar, and Major Leech, at Khclat-i-Ghilzic, ordering the evacuation 
of both the above places at the earliest season fit for marching the letters 
were signed hy the General. The 22d was this day fixed upon for our de- 
parture. Tlic Envoy and Minister desired Captain Boyd, Commissariat, to 
advance one lakh of rupees to Mahomed Akhnr Khan, who had promised 
to send us G2.') Camels, at Rs. IGO each. Thu money so far from hav- 
ing been applied to this purpose, was expended hy the Sirdar to raise 
troops for our destruction, and not one single Camel was ever received from 
him. 

Dec. 20th.^ The Envoy again met the Sirdars in conference on the hanks of 

the canal, accompanied by Captains Lawrence and Mackenzie. Tlie chiefs, 
whose demand seems to rise the more they arc conceded, now' required 
that all our spare guns and ammunition should at once bo given up, as 
a proof of our sincerity ; but to this the Envoy w'ould not listen. Matters 
of general interest were now discussed, and the conference broke up, with 
continued assurance of mutual good will, though evidently both parties 
distrusted each other; the object of Osman, Akbar, and even of all the 
chiefs, being to get Sir William to negociale separately with them ; but he 
strictly and resolutely declined all such overtures, aud stated, that he 
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rtniU »nly trfAt %nh thm in ■ l»ru!f #l U U mretinj A« U;e Sjnlur 
JfsltC'ntsnHl \lfijf KL»n, ot«cmn; * ttrj fisfl pair of patois In the 
brJl of Cap'ain lAurmr-, t v>i « privltplon* finrj- 1 » Ihcm, Oouhlc* 
Inircl'nt i>nfi an ! i» tre ihfra In hi* own haml. Captain I- bj 

It r |j»aoT * (’ftlto le •nuUalflj | mrntoJ lh*m to Wm In the nan« of the 

Ml It rte cu '■^rt-nofa an 1 tlttW *tnbji»»a-‘f»fi lcn>!ftl frcAtly tu exctlc 
ihr I'll*' t» i f 1} r tnvjp* Tl r t|\tr«t: n tn be atVn.!, Why do wc 

i Wc wrn. «n awarr that the ittnljr hal l;eea ajtrertl to, that the 
trrr» wtrr. tiHr i- n rtlatr raaoiatirm of lhc wenlry, tJuJ rtatnration nf 
I) »t \J*tii»nru I Kl *h, an 1 wr nt tnJfm! f r what ptir^iote our Orparttirt: 
«►» daa t y d*t dtUjoi fc«J put off Me f arrtJ, anil at it inrrctl out I «t 
liK* it a! It e hirJara were playb? a cane with u», eacli atHring for 
h« own eml* Tt c Aff^haha atilj kept up Chelr iroupt In rr*clmc«i for 
anv enris«'cyi 1*^® Un’ira of them «l»Uy patilog ami repa««Ing wtthm 
tight of taeint mett**, and ihtte being the *tejetr»t order, not on any ac- 
me nl to f te 00 tlrtn they taontnl with InitiU the toldien on the ram- 
par**, tilth lhc preatfit inpuntty. 

Thry thi» daa, arwnrit ll etr other demand*, reijulrrd UngtJicr Shelton 
aiafmtagr frtrllige«ce from <tlio*nre piea ut the melancholy newi 
th at the rneny i,a t gaionl |>o»t««ion of the town, and the troopf were 
cl >*«iy iKiircrd tn the cudrl, where, liowerer, owing to the admirable ar* 
tangemrota of tolonrl Calrnff, ther eUIl gallantly held out, and a« loogaa 
U cir *«f p*ir» la«t«l, were good ayalnit a)! AffghaDiitaa 

Dee. SUt,— *0u the erettmc of tin* day, the Ijitojt, accompanied as fjr 
merlj by Csptairt I, and T., met tie Sirdars Mahommud Akbar, Sultan 
Jkf, ami Otmao Khan, near the hanks of the eanal On this occasiuo 
they did not disnount from tbcir horse*, but appeared considerably irritat- 
ed, and spoke loudly ard angnly to Sir William. On hit empnnng the 
mion of this diffi.rerce lu tbcir talk aod manocr, ilahotnmud Akbar 
caphlaetl it by saying that they bad intenrepfed a Jeltcr from Major Leech 
Political Agent, Khclit 1 GhiUie, addressed to a friend in the city, assur- 
ing him that tt WM not the lateoiion of the Ilriush ever to eiacuate Aff 
l,haoistan , that m a short time truo{>* in considerable force would amrc, 
and that it hcboied all Affglians wc)} inclined to Dntish interests, to be 
aUuiich and hold theui«cUcs aloof from the rebels, whose ultimate destruc- 
tion w&a mcMiablc that if funds were required, I’okur Doss, a Uindoo 
ahroff ill the city, would answer demands to any nmouDt. Tlifi Sirdars, 
alwayi prone to suspicion, were much alarmed, and espreased thenuelics 
warmly, saying that no subordinate of Coiemraeut would bare dared to 
use such a tone and language unleaa he was fully aware of the wishes and 
intentions, both of ilic rulers in India and the I inoy and Minister here , 
that the seirure of this letter had filled the minds of both them and their 
followers with consternation After some time, the Enioj succeeded in 
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pacifyinn: them, by assuring them, lhal Major lyt-.ceh must have written 
tlio letter, ignorant of the treaty that bail been formed, and that even if 
be had liccn aware of it, bis situation was of so subordinate a nature, tliat 
any thing be could urge would liavc no weight, and be of no avail, with 
him or the Urilisb Government. 

'fhe conference having lasted until dark, broke up amiealily on both sides. 

This day the hostages were decided on as follows : Major Pottingcr, 
Licuts. Warburton, Conolly, and Airey, A. D. C. ; the two latter accord- 
ingly went in, and Captains 'i'rcvor and Drummond returned to Can- 
tonments. 

Dee. 22d. — This morning some waggons and ammunition were given over 
to our .•\figban allifs, and the Envoy sent bis carriage and horses ns a pre- 
sent to Mabumimul Akimr. Captain Drummond, who had only been 
allowed to come in to see his friends in Cantonments on his promise to 
rotuni, left for the city. 

At night, Captain Skinner, Dcjnity Assistant Commissar}- General, who 
had from the commencement of the insurrection tip to that period, been at 
first concealed, and afterwards detained prisoner in the city, arrived at the 
mission, -accomjianied by Sirdar Sala.am Klian, cousin of Mabumimtd 
Akbar Khan and Sirwur Klian, Loliancc, (a wandering tribe of merebauts 
who have for years carried on the princijiul trade of Calnil with India, 
Toorkisian, and even ns far us Moscow,) who were the bearers of a let- 
ter from Sirdar Mahonimud .Akbar, which I afterwards learnt was of 
the follou ing tendency : The Sirdar, after enumerating the various nets 
of kindness and tokens of esteem, which liis father had received from 
llie British Government, assured the Envoy tliat it was folly to hope to 
come to any jicrmniicnt terms with the body of the rebel chiefs, whose 
interests uerc so divided, uhose wishes so clashed one against the other; 
hut that He was ready to throw himself, heart and soul into our hands ; 
that he would either come into Cantonments, with his own party, and 
fight on our side against all Afighnnistan, or remaining with the Rebel 
Chiefs, await any opportunity cluuice might olTer of making a reverse in 
our favour ; or lastly, and what he (the Sirdar) deemed the most feasible 
plan, he would join the King, adopting his cause through thick and thin. 
In the latter alternative, he expected to be made iMinistcr, he and bis heirs 
for ever, to receive a considcr.ablc sum in ready money, and that the Envoy 
should guarantee the departure of the British troops from Afighnnistan 
at the expiration of eight mouths, should His Majesty, and he the Wazeer 
deem such a measure desirable. He further afiirmcd, that his party was by 
far the most influential and powerful in the country ; consisting entirely of 
fighting men who were ready to follow him to the last, and on any side he 
might adopt, and that it was for the Envoy to decide, how much better 
it would be for our interest to secure him, in the place of trusting to 
the other chiefs, whose power at the best was merely nominal. 
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1 ftllcrwivrils Icwnt, IhroHgU Ibo medium of a confidential servant of the 
SmUrs, that tho I nioj* too rcadilf and credulousl/ jumped at the gilded 
but thus otVered, nnd, in tcply to Akbar, wrote a note with his own 
band, assuring him, that all h» auggcstions nnd wishes should be attended 
to, and that be was to lake measures for delivering over "Nwb Aracen 
OoUab,” supposed to be tbc most influential and bitter of our enemies, into 
our hands, and adopt each other courses as seemed best to him to bring 
the rcbcUion to a speedy conclusion The Sirdar Mabommed Sala Khan, 
find Sirwur Kban then licld a long conversation with the Envoy, which, 
being concluded, they, with Captain Skinner/ returned the same night to 
the city. 

Dee. 2dr(L»Moro ammunition and waggons gwen up( About lo a u , 
a letter was received by the Envoy from Mabommed Akbar, accompany- 
ing one also from Skinner, the coatenls of the latter being, os far as 
I could ienrn, as follows Young liotspur is just mounting with the 
\icw of having a personal conference with you, and entering into a set- 
tlement of the matter proposed m Ins letter last night," that of the 
former being of the same tenor The Envoy immediately sent for the 
Oeneral, to whom I understand be had previously wntten, and made him 
ncrjuaiflted with the outline of tbc present plot, and requested him secret 
ly to warn two regiments and a like number of guns for special service, 
one for the purpose of occupying tbc Bala flissar, the other proceeding to 
Mabmood Klian'a fort, to obtain possession of the person of the Naib 
Amcen OoUah, who was to be brought back prisoner into Cantonments 
Note la accordance with tbe above arrangements, the 5ttb Regt. 
and Shah's CtU with two guns, were warned for secret service, and 
kept under arms all day ] 

The Envoy, accompanied by Captains Lawrence, Trevor and Mackenzie, 
left Cantonments about eleven a » , and proceeded towards tbe usual place 
of meeting Ills accustomed calm and collected manner, appeared to have 
left him on this occasion, and one of his suite observing as be left Canton- 
ments that it was unusually full of AlFghans, and tbit the Gamson appa 
rently were not on the alert, or prepared for any sudden attack, he rather 
pefulaatiy repJwd, ’• It is oaly « piece xrtth every thing els® , altboagh tie 
General is fully aware of this important cnsis, you see nothing is ready " 
He, at the same time, sent back one of tbe AfTgbans who accompanied him, 
desiring him to order his countrymen to leave the place After quit- 
ting the gateway, opposite which were standing at least 300 armed Gba* 
zees, evidently prepared for mischief, one of tbe suite suggested to Sir 
William, ” that it would be as well for him to return and warn the reserve 
to stand to their arms, outside tbe fosse to which the Envoy acquiesced, 
adding, “ and send for the remainder of my escort.” He was then told th®t 
Lieutenant Le Geyt was anxious to be a witness of the interview, to which 
he replied, “ Good,' and desired him to notify to Brigadier Shelton that 
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lie might nlso nccompaiiy him, he (the Krignclicr) Imviiig expressed n wisli 
to that rflect, saying, that they might come with the remainder of the 
escort who would start immediately. On approaching the hanks of the 
canal, more Afl'ghans than usual being observed about, the linvoy com- 
menced telling his suite the tenor of his hast night's communication, and 
the object of the jircscivt meeting, and warned his Military Secretary to he 
prepared to proceed at once to the Bala Ilissnr; to acquaint the King 
with the course matters were taking, and that a regiment and guns were 
about to m.arch to his assistance. In case of an attack being made by 
Amccu Oollah's party, some of his suite then observed to him, “Have you 
no fears of treachery. Sir ?" To which be replied “ No ; but the game that I 
•am forced to play is doubtless a deep and desperate one ; I have no confi- 
dence. in the rebels fulfilling the treaty, not one article of which have they 
to this present moment complied with ; 1 am also told that, dispirited and 
harassed as they arc, I can look for nothing from the troops, and thcrcsult, 
should it be ns I hope, u ill more tliau compensate for any risks I may 
run; at all events I’d rather die a buiulred deaths than live my last six 
necks over ng.aiu ; you know well wlint thnj have been." 

()a the banks of the canal, near the usual place of conference, the Envoy 
wa« met by the Sirdars Molmmmud Akbar Khan, Sultan .Tan, Mnhommed 
Shall Khan, Klioda Buksh Khan, Gbolam Moyoodeen, etc. etc., with the 
exception of one man being either Gliilr.ics or of the Sirdar Akbar Khan’s 
immediate party. Tiint one, was the active brother of Amcen Oollnh 
Khan; and it is remarkable, ns shewing how blind we poor mortals arc, 
when led on by the irresistible band of fate, that the Envoy failed to 
ob.eervc him ! Had be done so, lie would immediately have known that he 
Avas the victim of a conspiracy. The parties having intercliangod mutual 
salutations, the Envoy presented Akb.Tr Khan with a fine Ar.ab, (which the 
Sirdar had before much admired, and which the Envoy had bought for the 
British Government, .at the price of .‘5,000 Ks.) saying “ Sirdar, I have 
brought you the horse you so anxiously desired and lie answered, “ Yes, 
and through your kindness, I have got these beautiful pistols ol Lawrcnco 
SiTib too," (pointing to a pair in bis belt,) “ your carriage and horses too, I 
have also received.” After some talking on horseback, it was agreed they 
should dismount, and a small hillock which Avas freer from snow than 
the surrounding spots, was chosen by one of the Sirdar’s servants which, 
owing to its slope, entirely shut out the view of Cantonments. The horse- 
cloths Avere spread, and the Envoy threw himself at full length on them, 
Avith his head towards the top of the bank, Captains Mackenzie and Tre- 
vor seated licsidc him, while Captain Lawrence remained standing behind 
his superior ; until urged by the repeated solicitations of Dost Mahom- 
med (Ghilzie) he knelt on one knee. No sooner had he done so, than 
he found himself pinned by both arms from behind, his pistols being 
at the same time pulled from his belt, and his sword from its sheath. On 
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lunjing lu» licut to look towards Ujc Inroy, he was honifiej at ob«cning 
liis Iipail wlicrc 111 feet formerty liad been, and bis bands closely grasped 
bj ‘^irtlsm Akbtr Khan and Snltan Jan, the expression of bis face be 
descnlip* at that moment ns being most dreadful Captain Lawrence was 
bumctl by Mabommrd Sbab Kban lo bis borse, who advued him, if be 
salursl bis life, lo mount bebmd him instantl}, which be, gecing resistance 
was hopeless, did llanlly bad be gamed Ins seal, srlicn bands of blood 
thirsty Oharcfs nisbed from behind nil the hillocks in the neighbourhood, 
where, until tbeo, they had Um conccnled, and ncrcaming and roanng 
demanded the bfood of the tnddefs, cafting upon Uafiommcd Sbab Kban 
to giro up to them the Fcmnghcc behind him, who was their lawful prey 
TIjc Kban bad howeTcr, lakcn the precaution ofharingbuoini immediate 
horsemen on all sides, who in a measure kept off the crowd of fanatical 
tas ages Captnin Lawrence was prondentinlly earned to Mahmood Khan's 
fort uninjured, except by a few contusions A short while after be was 
joined by Captain Mnckenxie, who had run the gauntlet, m the same man- 
ner, through the Ghatccs, but also unhurt, save by the contusions of blows 
from muskets, etc., which had been Uhcrally dealt out Ho had been saved 
tlirougb the united effotu of Gbotab Mayoodeen and a merchant named 
libawoor Kban 

From tlic moment of their amvat m the fort m which was the N’aib 
Atneen Oollah, the cell they were put in was surrounded by fierce bands 
of Gbatcca, who thronged a small window , grossly reviled, spit on, and 
otherwise insuiCed (hem , contmually presenting muskets which the people 
inside turned from them, doing also as much as they could to assuage the 
rage of the infuriated mob 

After a lime, scicral of the Affghan chiefs and their sons came to see 
the Fcrringcc Infidels, and treated and spoke to them kindly, assuring 
them that they were in no danger Naib Amecn OoUab, however, on ask- 
ing our names, muttered threats of dire import, such as “"Vre 11 blow you 
from guns, any death will be loo good for you ” Mabommed Shah Khan 
and his brother Dost Mabommed hurried them out of the room, exclaim 
ing, “ Barai khoda, — don t talk m this way , you must spare them, they are 
your guests ’ During this tune a band reeking with blood was lifted up 
by some miscreants, which they afterwards beard was that of the Envoy a, 
although Captain Lawrence on entering the fort asked after his and Cap- 
tain Trevor s fate, and was informed that they had been taken to the house 
of Ameen Oolhh 

On their requisition, they gave them dinner, of which the chiefs them 
selves also partook, having previously, in a gentlemanly manner, eased 
them of their watches, rings, etc The chiefs gave them posteens, and told 
them to sit down and eat, they themselves circling round the fire, recited 
the praises of Mahommud Shah Khan, who, they said, was the principal 
actor in that day's deeds 
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At twelve o’clock nt niuht, they were rntiscd from their Kliimbcrs by the 
Shnh (tharcc of Mnhommed Akbnr, who lohl them he. Imd come by the 
J^inirir’*! orders to conduct them to his hou.ee, r.nd tlmt they nuist accom- 
pany him immediately. Arcordin"ly, C.nptnin Lawrence mounted behind 
Lpet M.n,homcd Khnn,nnd Mae.kcn7ic, behind the Shah Ghazee, and in this 
v.ay (hey .set ou(, and passed (hrouph a considerable, portion of the city, 
vihieh .at that time uas n.s silent as death, and they met with no molesta- 
tion of ntiy sort or kind. On their arrival at the Sirdar's they were usher- 
ed into the bed room, where with .Mnhommed Akhnr they sat .some time, 
the latter in te.ar.s deplorinp: the occurrences of the day, although he did 
not .acquaint them with the murder of the Envoy. After a short period he 
asked them if they would not like to fcc Cajitain .Skinner, and on their an- 
swering in the nflirmntivc, they were shown into another room, where 
they found the latter asleep, who told them (the first time they had lieard 
it) of the cruel dc.nth (the manner of which 1 will hereafter relate) of .Sir 
William Maennghton and Captain Trevor; after some conversation on the 
melancholy suhji'c!, they lay down on (he floor to sleep. 

The next morning, Lawrence and .Mackenzie had an interview with Mn- 
liommcd Akhar. who ftirnishod them with Afighan clothes, and .sent them 
under e'corl of Sultan Jnn and other chiefs, through bye lanc.s and allcy.s 
to the hoD'-e. of .Mnhommed Znmnn Khan, wliorc they found Uic two lio.s- 
tages, Cnpl.ains Conolly and Aircy, and all the prhieipal .'?irdar.s in full con- 
clave. Much discn.ssion took place ns to the Envoy’s death and the 
micwnl of the treaty; and a paper was drawn out by the chiefs, which 
after .such moditlcalions ns the ofliccr.s propo.scd was sent into Cantonments. 
The principal articles of the pre.sent treaty were, tlmt married families 
.shotdd he left ns hosLages, and that all our guns, trca.surc, and nmmnniliou 
should be given up. The Envoy was said hs- them to have met Ins fate 
justly, that he deserved death for having attempted to deceive them, and 
that henceforth no reliance could be placed on our faith. 

This consultation concluded, Captains Lawrence and Mackenzie were rc- 
comluclcd to the house of 3Inhommed Akbar, wlicre although treated with 
consideration, they remained prisoncr.s until the 2Gth, their intercourse with 
all others being entirely cut off. Now, leaving thc.se two otliccrs, who had 
been ho providentially saved, and who eventually returned to Cantonments, 

I will turn to the unfortunate Sir MMlinm and Ills companion Captain Tre- 
vor. It appcnr.s (though the information on this subject, having been glean- 
ed by me entirely from AtTglmns, is meagre and unsatisfactory) it .appears 
that it was the intention of the Sirdar Mnhommed Akbnr to seize the 
penson of the Envoy and convey him to the city ; that on his throwing 
himself on him with this intention, the Envoy resisted and drew a small 
sword from a stick he carried. Mahommed Alcbar, then pulled a pistol 
(given him bj’' Sir William) from his belt, and shot him dead. Thus fell 
Sir William Hay Macuaghten, Kart, Gifted in an extraordinary degree 
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wUIj a knowleJgo of Asmttc iRnguagcs, botli living and dead, ho had pass- 
ed with credit and renown through the most important offices in the gift of 
the Indian Government, to fall at last by the hand of the man, whose 
father ho bad deprived of a throne, and who hlmaclfhe had driven into cap- 
tivity and bonilagc. Of his talcnU to govern such a country as thu, I am 
no judge, but this 1 may say, that if by entertaining a too high opinion of 
a demoralised and barbarous nation, he allowed himself to be caughtin the 
snare of the fowler, )ct he earned with him to bis grave, if not the af- 
fection and regret, yet the esteem of the greater part of the AfTgban na 
tiow, whom, by h\s upright government and candid dealing, he had, as fat 
as such men can be, endeared to bun ; and I may here remark, that since 
his death, mixing as 1 have done daily with all classes of Affghans, 1 have 
seldom or ever heard them speak otherwise than well of him , and their 
common remark was, that they wondered how a man who was in most 
things BO stnughtforward should have allowed himself to be led into trea 
chcrouB doings by Mabommed Akbar— 'jaais rerenons 
Poor Captain Trevor I he, less lucky, or from the situation he held more 
disliked than his attendant companions, attempted to mount behind the 
horse of “ Dost ifahommed Khan,” hut slipping, waa cut down by that 
wretch "Sultan Jan,” who, in dividmg hia head in two, ezclauned to bis 
follower! " llvmmi Ttthor Awt,” (this is that dog Trevor,) and be was 
cut to pieces by the sanguinary infidels 
Dee 23rd ISfl'^fn Cantonments, whence an indistinct turmoil was 
visible towards the place where the Envoy had met the Chiefs, the troops 
stood to their arms, a portion of them manning the walls An order was 
issued to place under dose arrest any Aflghan Chiefs who might then he 
in Cantonments, and in this manner four men of rank were seized, and 
kept as hostages. Immediately on their being taken, many hundreds of 
the rebels, who were in the Cantonment square, trafficking, or spying, 
made a rush at the difTcrent gates, feanng that they also would be taken 
A scene then ensued which surpasses description, the gates completely 
blocked up by the hundreds striving to get outside, and those m the rear 
puahmg on the front, over Ibe icy ground, upsetting scores, made confusion 
worse confounded At about four r m , Ibe Cantonments were completely 
cleared of them, and no more distorbance being visible in the neighbor- 
hood, the troops left the walls, the sentries being doubled Hundreds of 
reports were afloat as to the fate of the Envoy , and Captain Grant, by the 
General s ordersp-rode to the head of each regiment to assure them of Sir 
William s safety, and to state that the conference having been disturbed 
by the conduct of some Ghasees, he had been carried, with his staff, into 
the fort of Mabommed Sbirecf, and would return immediately. Every 
man formed his own opinion, as we were well aware that the General 
knew no more of the matter than we did, as none had arrived from the 
city, since Sir W had departed Evening set m , and with our minds 
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fearfully cxcUctl, wc fuljournccl to mess. A chuprngscc of the Quarter 
M.asicr's establishment S-ltli Ucgl. contrived to get in from the city, at 
.about ciglit r. m., and brought the intelligence of the Envoy’s murder, add- 
ing that they had mutilated his body, and that he had scon a dog eating 
his hand ! Tliis ivc hcjit secret, ns not being confirmed. Should it have 
afterwards been proved false, it would have caused most unnecessary 
alnnn. At nine r. .m., a great disturbance was heard towards the city, hor- 
rible shouts and cries, with rattling of musketry, caused the assembly to 
bo sounded, and the walls again manned. By eleven the noise subsided, 
and we retired to rest. It was afterwards discovered, that the Ghazecs, 
and other rebels in the city, fearful that on our receiving the intelligence 
of the Envoy’s murder, we should put no more faith in these treaties, and' 
at once attack them, had stood to their arms, thus giving us credit for 
much more activity and enterprize, than we really possessed, ns there is 
not a doubt that we ought thus to have acted on Sir IVilliam’s murder, and 
the great majority of the enemy having made off with their plunder to 
their fastnesses in the mountains, a brigade might have destroyed the 
whole, and fearfully avenged our Minister’s murder. But that inaction 
which paralyzed our power, also in this ease prevailed ; though had the 
opinion and advice of the leading political authority on Sir William’s mas- 
sacre been followed, the dastardly assassin would not have triumphed in 
the complete .success of his schemes ; but either have fallen a victim to the 
prowess of our arms, or have been again, ns before, a fugitive and wander- 
er on the face of the earth. 

Dee. 2‘ltb. — A letter was received from the new magazine fort, signed by 
fifteen petty Ghilzic chiefs, offering to come over to our side, and act os an 
escort to Jellalabad, on our paying them a certain sum of money, to which 
the General returned a reply to the effect, that he could only treat with 
the Sirdars themselves; and pointing out that, ns they could give no 
guarantee to carry their offer into effect, it was perfectly ridiculous. Dur- 
ing this day sundry letters arrived, stating that the Envoy was in safety in 
the city, and it was not until night that.it became too certain that he had 
fallen a victim to the trap he had laid for another. An unusual excitement 
pervaded all classes and ranks, and it was concluded that all treaties being 
stopped, an immediate attack would be made on the city. They wore soon 
undeceived. JFc attack the city ! We had seen our Political Agent mur- 
dered, our magazine taken, our troops defeated, and had not attacked it! 
IVliy should we attack it now ? No, no, it was our fate again to allow our- 
selves to be ensnared by their miserable treaties, and, vacillating to the last, 
in the end to fall victims to their treachery, and seal with the blood 
of a hundred officers, and 12,000 men, including camp followers, the work 
so inauspiciously commenced..-" We passed an. anxious and- exciting. morn- 
ing; the fates of Lawrence,, Mackenzie, and Trevor still unknown, and that 
of the Envoy not credited. Hope still lingered in the breasts of many, that 
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lie was only earned ofT for hw own and stalTa eafcly Our enemies 
llirougbout bad sbewn sucli a utrct/ul forbearance, that we might aniici 
pale our I nvoy’s immediate return, in honour and safety. 

TIio gamsoti of the new magazine fort sent m a letter through me, be 
ing at the time on duty at the old bazaar fort contiguous to it, signed by fif. 
teen petty chiefs, offering if rro would trust to them to escort us down 
in safety to Jcllalahad, and adding, thatU was the intention of the Sirdars 
to destroy us on the way, but that they could and would protect us, and 
take us down in safety I forwarded this to the General, who was at the 
time sitting in council 

Ilcports in circulation of our immediate retreat, fighting onr way against 
all Tins appears to be the general wish of the regimental ofSccra in Can 
tonments, who put no trust m the truaties formed with these barbanans, 
whoso greatest pnde is to outwit an enemy— “We anticipated being sacri 
fiecO, if trusting to treaties formed with them,— we first gave them arms and 
ammunition, and then threw onrseUca into (heir hands The general ex- 
clamation w ns, “ I,ct us fight onr tray down, destroying ercry thing ere we 
IcATo Cantonments, and at least one-third of us will reach Jellalabad , or let 
ua throw ourselves into the Bata Ilissar, and hold out to the last I This 
latter was the hope of many of ns, who thought onr Politicils were only 
treating as a blind to the enemy, but that they intended m the eleventh 
hour to throw off the masV, and march to the llissar, join the King 

and by foraging parlies and sallies get supplies and make a stand until to* 
lief could arriTc , and writing this as I do, calmly and reflectingly, months 
after the events have elapsed, there is not a donbt on my mmd or m that 
of those I have consulted, that we could there have held out against 
any efforts of the enemy to dislodge us (br any fength of time 

At last came the eventful Ctb, which day was doomed to see the com- 
mencement of a retreat, that should terminate in the destruction of the 
whole force The " end of the beglnDing ’ 

At a little past eight a m , the baggage began to move slowly and amid 
great cbnfusion, out of Cantonments The 5th L C, two guns H A 
and 54th Uegiment Kstive Infantry, had been warned for Hear Gua^d 
and os such bad already manned the walls, and taken up position at the 
different posts The old *' Nawaub had sent a large party of bis men 
for the purposcof preventing the assemblage of the Affghans in the neigb 
boarbood, and though these certainly attempted to do their duty, and for a 
time kept the plundering rebels at a distance, yet the reports of the im 
mense quantity of booty which the Cantonments contained, and which 
Was about to he left behind, had gone abroad to a most exaggerated de- 
gree, and by one o clock e k , the scene outside the walls, became most 
fearful Parties of wandering horsemen, dashing through the column of 
baggage, cutting up the poor camp followers, and carrying off their 
booty, cansed the while snow which coveted the ground to bo 
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oiisniiptiinca with the hlood of (heir helpless victims. The column 
hnd gone on minltflclcccl, nii<l we who mmiucd the walls, could af- 
foixl no assistance, it being an almost Herculean task with so small 
a proportion of Infantry to repel the lionlcs of phindcrors who now came 
crowding to the scene. A narrow, and most unsuitable bridge had been 
thrown across the canal, and uc.arly three-fourths of the baggage of the 
army had been there stopped, while the oaths of the camel drivers, the bc- 
w.ailings of the Ilindoostnni servants, and the roar of the camels, added to 
the fierce shouts of the "Ghnsccs'' in the neighborhood, caused a “Baber’ 
of sounds, which may he imagined, hut not described. At about 5 r. .m. the 
sepoys, then having manned (he walls for nearly eleven hours, without 
tasting anything, and (he thermometer below freezing point, the assembly 
sounded in the main street of Cantonments, and cncli olTicer took his com- 
pany to the rciulcr.vous tlicre. Directly they left the walls, the Cantonments 
were fdicd, and about eight thousand men commenced the work of plunder 
and destruction, while the Ilc.ir guard, formed in column in the middle, wit- 
nessed with full hearts the desecration of their “ Dii Penates.” At G r. m. 
the order was given to march out of Cantonments through an opening which 
had been made in the walls, and proceeding 50 yards to form up and face 
our old resting place, until the baggage should succeed in getting over the 
canal Immediately that we left the Cantonments, the whole line of walls 
were manned by the rebels, who, uttering insults of every description 
opened a volley of musketry on us, doing at (his short distance great 
execution. We then commenced file firing, tliough I fear, from the protec- 
tion nflbrdcai the enemy by the walls, with very little cfrcct. Here fell 
Lieut Ilnrdyman, 5th Light Cavalry, shot through the heart — and each 
corps engaged lost considerably. Colonel Chambers then despatched Lieut. 
Melville with the Light Comp.any of hia Regiment to occupy the Pass 
over the Scab Snug liills, until such time as the Rear Guard sliould arrive 
there, and at half past nine, seeing the impossibility of crossing the bag- 
gage, he desired it to be IcR, and the Rear Guard to commence its march 
to “Bngramcc.” Here a most fierce attack was made by the enemy, 
and one of the guns, in attempting to cross the Canal, fell in and w'as 
obliged to he deserted. At ten the small column reached the Scab 
Sung hills, from \Yhcnce the sight of Cantonments was indeed fearfully 
grand, though at the same time it struck sorrowfully to the minds 
of all. 'I’he night was dark and murky, while the columns of lurid 
smoke and flame, from the Envoy and General’s houses, both burning, 
ascended high into the heavens, and throwing a red glow around, caused 
the thousands of Afighan banditti in the vicinity to resemble fiends 
at their orgies ; while the faint moans of the dying, the louder cries 
of the wounded, and the harsh and exulting shouts of the Ghazees 
added to the eflcct. On every side lay rvomen and children, dying from 
the cold, or wounded wretches wishing for the death which came not. 
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Afler ft moat IcJious and pvnful mstdi vrc amvcd at the haUing place on 
the nght Innk of the Loghur lliTcr, at two a. m 7th, and found the camp 
one mats of confuaion ; no places marked out for the dilTcrent tlegimcnts 
or baggage , the enow ^ cry deep on the ground ; all order gone The men 
orowded together, and vainly attempted to impart trarmlh to each other, 
but many who lay down that night, rose no more The ofliccra, wrapped 
m their cloaks, lay shivering on the ground, after eighteen hour*’ hard 
work being entirely exhausted and longing for the day. They thns 
passed this miserable nigbt At eight o'clock a. h on the morning 
of the 7ih the assembly sounded, and ibe column forming slowly com- 
menced its march 51th Hegt N. I. and tilh L. C. were the advance guard, 
37lh Uegt. over the treasure, the Shah’s Clh and Anderson's horse the 
main column, and the A Uh (a portion of them) and mountain train were 
the rear guard As the latter were leaving the encampment ground, 
a small party of Ohilries made a bold attack, and to tbc surprise of 
the whole forte (when it was afterwards made acquainted with the fact) 
succeeded in capturing all the mountain tram guns Comment u here 
needless. Ongadicr Anquetil, who commanded the rear guard, m terms 
of sorrow and indignation, reported the circumstance to the Major 
General lloncmeu were observed passing from all sides to our front, 
where, under the shade of Abdullah Khan’s fort, and accompanied by 
many Ghilties, they were collected in great force The origioal intention 
of the General on starting from Bagromce, was to move on at once to 
Kboord Kabool, but that fate, which seemed to hang over us, caused him, 
on arriving at Batkak, to alter hu dcteTnunation, and command a halt 
at the Utter place, ~Bcaling the doom of thousands, and playing into 
OUT enemy’s hands, the very game they wanted. A party of horsemen, 
hciulcd by some chief, now appeared on the scene, and Captain Skin- 
ner was despatched with a Dag of truce to discover who they were, and 
oak their intentions They proved to he the Sirdar hlabomud Akbar 
Khan and his followers, amounting to about six hundred horsemen The 
Sirdar said, they had come on the part of the diiefs of Afighanistan to see 
us down to JcUalabad, and demanded six hostages that the force should 
not proceed farther than Tereen, ere hliyor General Sir Robert Sale eva 
cuated JcIIalabad, fearing, or pretending to do so, that the junction of the 
two forces would make them strong enough to return in the spring to 
Cauhul After two or three messages, the Major General decided on 
giving three hostages, and Major Fottinger, C B accompanied by Cap 
lams Lawrence and Mackenzie, were sent over to the Sirdar, who received 
them with great show of kindness During these ncgociations, the Ghil- 
zies, (footmen) in the neighbourhood were keeping up a continued skit 
mlshing fight m the ravines and ditches in the vicinity 
The 54th Regiment Native Infantry were sent out as Light Infantry to 
repel these latter, while H M 44th were formed on a small hillock facing 
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Mahumud Akbar Khan and bis party, for the purpose of checking his 
further advance. 

The shades of evening fell, and found us still in the same position, but, 
as is their usual practice on it becoming dusk, the horsemen on the hill, 
and the footmen in the ravines retired. The troops just as much tired as 
if they had been marching all day, and dispirited by observing their com- 
rades falling around them, while these, to all observant eyes, useless nego- 
ciations, were being carried on. On the other hand, the Sirdar had gained 
his point. Instead of making the forced marches we intended, and which 
would have carried us at once out of both the snow and the power of our 
enemies ; we had allowed ourselves to be deceived and out-manoeuvred by 
this politic barbarian, and had halted at the mouth of the Passes until 
they should become occupied, and barricaded by the Ghilzie foe. Another 
night — and such a night! — fell. The soldiers exhausted by fatigue, cold, 
and hunger, lay down at once in the snow, which was to many both 
a grave, and winding sheet. Twelve officers, of which the writer was one, 
crowded round the hot ashes of a pistol case ; and with some bottles 
of wine still remaining, tried to keep off the effect of the cold. They then 
all huddled together, and lay down on the ground to sleep. 

Jan. 8th. — Morning broke gloomily and very cold, and found our force 
reduced indeed. The sepoys, many of them frost-bitten to a dreadful 
degree, welcomed death as a release, and being unable to move away 
courted the stroke of the Affghan knife. At eight a. m., the orders arrived 
to march through the Pass to “ Khoord Cabool,” and the baggage as usual 
rushed to the front, vainly hoping for safety there. Already had the Ghil- 
zies commenced from the ravines in the neighbourhood a brisk and de- 
structive fire, when the 44th, led on by Major Thain, A. D. C., and 
Captain Lawrence, made a most gallant charge, driving all before them. ' 
The troops then fell in, in order of march; the rear guard composed 
of 5th L. C., H. M. 44th, 37th Native Infantry, and two guns. The 54th 
Regiment just in front of them formed the treasure guard, and the rest in 
front. We started under a brisk but concealed fire on all sides, which, 
while it annoyed us much, at the same time, we were unable to return, 
not having sufficient effective men to spare the required number of skir- 
mishers. However on reaching the mouth of the Pass, the fire from one 
particular hill was so severe, that Major Ewart ordered the officer in 
charge of the Light Company 54th to associate with him 20 men of the 
European convalescents, and crown the height. The Light Company, 
consisting of about 20 files, and the Europeans, accordingly advanced at a 
double, and commenced the really formidable task. As the snow had fallen 
BO deeply as to conceal any ravines or irregularities on the side of the moun- 
tain, causing it to appear like a large pyramid, the men not knowing where 
to step sometimes disappeared entirely. However, the officer and about four 
of his men succeeded in reaching the summit, having entirely silenced the 
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enemy*# fire in llial ihrccUon, hut ob^emog the very emill number of men 
who had gained the ascent, the Major sounded the rccal The confusion 
was now fearful beyond descnption, attacked by a concealed and power- 
ful enemy on both flanks, front and rear, baggage was deserted on all 
sides, and the Ghlltica, made bolder by success, advanced knife in hand, 
uttering lend cries, to the attack Tlic 4 1th, as rear guard, showed a gal- 
lant though weak front, and their loss was great. In the centre of the 
rass dreadful indeed was the slaughter, wounded men covered with 
blood, vainly endeavoured to obtain a safer place in the advance, and only 
rendered the confusion greater Baggage, ammunition, and even children 
were deserted, and to get out of the Pass seemed the object of all The 
poor ladies, sharers of our misfortunes and miseries, and noble ones too, 
had to endure, equally with ourselves, the general attack Lady Sale 
had three shots through her clothes, one taking cflcct m her arm A 
KujAwa containing Mrs Boyd, bet's and Mrs Anderson s children, 
was overset, and though she herself escaped with one child, two of 
the latter, one belonging to herself, one to Mrs Anderson, fell into 
the hands of the enemy (Mrs Boyds was returned to her ne'ct day by 
Mahommud Akbar Khan, and Mrs Anderson’s font months afterwards, 
having in the interim been most kindly treated by the old Nawaub) 
But to return Tlic retreat at this period took the appearance of a route, 
and we had the greatest difTieultj in getting the treasure out of the defile 
On reaching the extremity of the Pass, the Horse Artillery, that noble 
branch of the service, whose courage, even m extremity, never failed, and 
who snpportcd all their misrottuncs ebeerfully, halted, and turning a gun 
on the Pass, awaited the debouchment of our troops and the arrival of 
the enemy’s This soon happened, and wo received them with some well- 
directed round of grape, but alas' they were too powerful, and alter los 
ing on our side many valuable lives, amongst others those of Captain (Bt 
Major) Patton who had lost bis arm in Cantonments, and Captain Sturt, 
Ex-Engmecr, the enemy remained m possession of the gun To add to 
oor now fast increasing nnsenes, it began to snow heavily, and the wean 
cd and wounded troops, took up tbcir ground on the high table land at 
Khoord Kabul with heavy and dreadful forebodings as to their future fate 
Night, and such a night' slowly wore away— and on wiking in the mom 
ing, 1 found two sepoys frozen to death at my feet, having crept up trying 
to gam a httlc warmth from the edges of the posteen that covered me ' 

At eight A M again we got orders to march, bnt the column of baggage, 
which as usual rushed to the front, had not proceeded a mile ere jt was 
countermanded, and a halt was decided upon, Mahommud Akbar having 
promised the General, through Skinner, to forward to us plentiful supplies 
of every description, which promise none believed but those who had 
all along been the Sirdars dupes Supplies' where were they to come 
from? In a bleak, barren, mountainous country, our enemy promises 
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supplies for some tbousand men, and is believed ! Had all tbe flour in 
tbe neighbouring forts been made into bread it would not have been a 
ration a man. Another day, in tbe deepest snow, on tbe highest table 
land in the vicinity of Caubul, was thus to be passed by us ; our force 
being even then but merely nominal, as tbe natives’ bands and feet were 
nearly all frost bitten, and tbe cold was so intense as to render non- 
effective those few who bad as yet escaped. About 180 or 160 men, was 
tbe greatest strength of our strongest regiments, and each hour made 

them fewer, and so we baited! Major Tbaiu and myself, who 

bad been sent on to stop tbe baggage, which bad crowded on a bead, after 
some trouble succeeded in doing so, and tbe camp followers, etc. again 
assembled at Kboord Kabul. About ten a. m. tbe Sirdar appeared on a 
bill about half a mile distance from camp, surrounded by bis followers, 
and Captain Skinner brought over a message from him stating that as tbe 
road was not safe be should be happy to take tbe ladies and families, and 
tbe wounded, down to Jcllalabad. This, after asking tbe ladies, was ac- 
cepted, and they prepared to go over to a fort in tbe neighbourhood, 
about two miles from camp, accompanied by some wounded officers, and 
their husbands, whom tbe General bad ordered with them. 

At about two r. m., a number of Anderson’s horse deserted, and many 
more atteniping to do so, tbe officers of tbe different regiments rushed 
in sword in band bitting them with their swords, and Lieutenant Hawtrey 
of tbe 37tb, a gallant young officer, cut down two of them. A general 
parade was ordered, and Khoda Buksb Khan, accompanied by tbe Assist- 
ant Adjutant General, poor Grant, rode to tbe bead of each regiment, and 
said that be bad come from Mahomed Akbar, who declared bis intention 
of killing, or sending back any men that should desert to him. Parade 
dismissed, the poor men returned to their ground, each regiment muster- 
ing from 100 to 150 men, many of these disabled by frost and cold, or 
wounds received in tbe Passes. Tbe effects of the former were most won- 
derful, tbe bands or feet bad become completely raw, as if they had 
been severely burnt, and tbe pain was so excessive, that groans were heard 
on all sides, more particularly from those on whose extremities mortifica- 
tion had taken place. I observed an officer (Captain Shaw, 54tb) lying 
moaning on tbe snow, and on taking Dr. Cardew up to him, be said the 
whole of bis lower limbs were dead, be having received a compound frac- 
ture of tbe thigh, at Bulkak, Many other officers were nearly in the same 
state. Majors Griffiths, 37tb, Scott, 44tb, Lieutenants Bott and Bazett of 
the 5tb L, C., all likewise badly wounded. And as tbe night fell in, the 
cries of those suffering in tbe immediate neighbourhood became loud and 
agonizing. Tbe subdued moans of enduring patience, or the more audible 
outcries of rage and despair, were fearfully distinct. Night wore away, 
and at the earliest dawn, a bush fire was opened on our flank, by the 
persevering foe ; we however, with the exception of the sentry, conti- 
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micd {jing tfown, wc were not etrong enough to leave camp and 
encounter the cncm>, and bv lying down the balls principally pass- 
ed over us At eight the bugle sounded for marching, and the rear 
guard, composed of the Shab's 2d Irregular Cavalry and tbc 51th Regi- 
ment N I , the 37th in charge of treasure, off we act On leaving the 
proimd, a strong partj of the enemy chafed down the hill, and the 51th 
fronting them, the Shah’s 2d Cavalry were ordered to charge, which Bet- 
ting oft at a gallop, they accordingly did , Imt, to the astonishment of all 
licholders, instead of charging as out own forces and friends, they halted on 
reaching the Glultics, uttered a loud about, and turning round, shewed a front 
against us, wlule*llie 51th orticcrs on the plain below, observing what they 
ihoiiglit was so gallant a charge, Icanag the ranks, cheered them on But 
their licarla Indeed sunk within them, itheu they saw themselves exposed 
atone to the attack of this (a^c party of Ghilties, and these horsemen, on 
whom had been their sole dependence, joined the ranks of their foes, 
doubly traitors both to our Govcmmciit and Sinh Shoojnh, which is the 
more wonderful, as they were one of the finest regiments ever seen, and 
the portion of them at Jcllalabad behaved very well However cold, 
hunger, hardship of aU sorts, and overwotk will change any body of men 
The column having got on its way, the rear guard, now the 51th Regi 
ment alone, commenced its march amidst a heavy fire from all sides, and 
strange (o say, with atrict orders not on any account to retaro it! as by 
so doing we might possibly injure our friends Strange indeed must the 
Infatuation of those he, who could see their own forces and followera 
mowed down in Imndrcds, and yet consider the destroyers/nends/ / 

On leaving the ground at Kboord Kabul, the destruction distinctly visible 
to the rear guard was more than fearful— ' bH those (European and Native) 
whom frost or wounds had incapacitated, and prevented leaving their 
ground, were murdered before our very eyes , so near, that the officer com- 
manding the Light Company 5{tb, the last of all, actually heard the 
gurgle ID the throat of a sergeant, which these fiends m human form were 
cutting — and these were the fnendt, on whom we were not to fire ' 

Tbc column proceeded, losing men every second, the Ghilzies following 
at about 50 paces in the rear, and becoming bolder every moment. On 
Lieut Melville s horse being shot, they rushed up, seized him by the collar, 
and ere he could extricate himself from the aaddle, the horse having fallen 
on him, had actually commenced stripping him, when four sepoys who 
had remained with him bayonetted three of the rufiians and shot a fourth 
Immediately on this the whole regiment, then about a hundred and 
thirty strong, opened their fire, and repulsed the assailants for a time, 
but on reaching the jungle Tarechee (dark Pass) where there is a sharp 
turn m the road, the enemy were for a minute shut out from our fire , 
they took advantage of this, rnshed in from all sides in great strength, made 
a fierce attack, and the 54th R^t was cut to pieces Major Ewart com- 
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mantling, bad both big arms broken, and rode on to tbe front. Lieuts. 
Weaver and Morrison were also wounded, .and Brevet Capt. Kirby kil- 
led. Observing tbe regimental colour on tbe ground and tbe Jemadar killed, 
I immediately seized it, and tried to make my way forward with it, wben I 
received a stunning sword cut on tbe bead, which felled me to tbe ground ; 
ere I could rise, another blow from a spear was received by me, and the 
color snatched from my grasp. Crawling on I bad nearly reached my 
regiment, wben I again received two other wounds, and found myself sur- 
rounded by upwards of twenty of tbe Afigbans ; however they all of a 
sudden perceived a chest of treasure, and leaving me rushed to tbe greater 
booty, and I thus contrived to crawl through the snow at tbe road side to 
tbe column. Faint from loss of blood, finding a pony without a saddle, 

I contrived to mount on its back, and mercifully reached tbe middle of tbe 
column, now, with tbe exception of tbe Horse Artillery and H. M. 44tb, a 
mass of confusion worse confounded. Many a good soldier bad bit tbe 
diist, and tbe column now consisted of nothing but servants, camp followers, 
wounded and unarmed soldiers, and baggage. Tbe 44th and a gun were 
ordered on a bill to tbe right, and shewed a gallant though weak front to 
tbe enemy, but to very little purpose. On reaching tbe head of tbe Huft 
Kotul, I found that the loss of blood, and tbe extreme cold (which was 
beyond every thing intense) made me so faint, that I was unable to proceed 
further. Tbe column passed on, and I bad not been there five minutes, ere 
a horseman rode up, who bad accompanied Capt. Skinner from his inter- 
view with tbe Sirdar, and offered me a “ nan,” (a Native loaf,) for a 
rupee, this I w'anted not, but I bought and gave it to a poor Euro- 
pean struggling on. I then offered tbe man seven rupees (being all I had) if 
be would mount me before him, and take me to the Sirdar’s ; this be 
agreed to do, and placing me before him on his saddle he proceeded : 
about a quarter of a mile in rear of the baggage, we met the Sirdar and 
bis followers, who received me most kindly. He laid me down on a 
bank, and with bis own hands dressed my wounds, by placmg in them 
burnt lint to staunch the blood. He then mounted me behind a fol- 
lower, and having put a turban on my head, and given me a posteen, 
made me proceed by bis side. On reaching tbe valley under the Huft 
Kotul, a most melancholy and fearful sight was given to view. Here had 
been the fiercest attack of the whole ; from the hills on each side of the Pass 
the enemy had rushed down sword in hand, whilst at the same time a most 
deadly fire from the rocks and caverns at the side was kept up, causing a 
frightful amount of slaughter, more particularly amongst the European 
portion of the troops, whom, from their secure hiding places, the enemy 
picked off with fearful accuracy. The Sirdar halted at each European 
body, and asked me w'hether it was a sahib, or a gora, and I recognised 
Major Scott, 44th, Major Ewart, 54th, Dr. Bryce, H. A. ; Captains Leighton 
and W. White, 44th, and fiieut. Shaw, 54th, having been killed in the early 
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part of the day, ttIictc 1 was wounded Tlje ahovo make the number 
of killed this day, although many others were wounded Dr Cardew 
mortally, three officers of ray rcttimcot besides myself, Lieut Hamilton 
5th Cavalry, etc. On arriving with the Sirdar at the mouth of the Tezeen 
vnllej, wc took the road up n hill to the right, going straight for the 
fort 1 could hardly keep my scat from weakness, yet I still have a 
vivid recollection even now, of the fearfully diminished state of the camp, 
and the impression it made upon me, as I gazed on it from the summit of 
the hill, not onc*cigh(h of the men who started with us, were now 
remaining, the greater portion bad already been numbered with the dead, 
and those that rcroained, were in a most fearful state From this part of 
my journal, all that is stated is from enquiry, or statements made by one 
or other of the few lookcrs'on, or actors that remained , roy own remarks 
wiU be confined as to the bodies I saw on the road, and the native reports 
or letters brought in by the Ilurkam to the Sirdar’s camp I was taken 
straight to the lower fort at Tezeen, where 1 was laid down in a comer 
of A wretchedly dirty room, about 12 feet square, accompanied by about 
25 wounded and naked Ilindostames, however I was sincerely thankful 
for my providential escape, and cast many a sorrowing thought back on 
ray late poor compamons in arms, exposed to the attacks of a numerous 
and blood tbirsty enemy, and, witboot food or clothing, and the weather 
bitter eold I found Captains Haig, Ccllcw and Skinner at the fort, 
who bad accompanied some horsemen when the lire became very hot in 
the Tezeeu valley, and thns escaped present destruction, as they were 
quite alone, with the exception of the above mentioned horsemen of the 
Sirdar’s, and for whom they waited, in the hope of making sound, decisive 
and favorable terms, as it was now evident to all, that nothing but terms 
of some description could save the force from inevitable and total destrue 
tion Famine, cold and statvalion, added to the attacks of an unsparing 
and barbarous enemy, caused even hope to fly from the breast of all 
On the arrival of the Sirdar, he again told them, os he had before told 
Captain Skinner in the morning, that he could not protect the whole of 
the camp, hut, that if the European officers and soldiers would give up 
thoir arms, and place themselves entirely under hts protection (oScees 
being allowed to keep their swords) he would escort the whole of them 
safely to Jellalabad , this, Captain Skinner told him he knew would not 
be accepted of, as it would reflect eternal disgrace upon the General , the 
Sirdar replied, if they did not do so the whole force would be cot to pieces, 
and he conld offer no other terms Captains Skinner, Bellew, and Heig 
then departed to relate to the General what had passed , and we took 
a kind farewell of each other The Sirdar then came into the room where 
1 lay, and I must say, did all be conld to make my situation comfortable, 
he applied lint to my wounds, and gave me tea with his own hands , he ap 
peared very anxious to receive the General s reply, and when the news 
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arrived, that the troops had marched after a halt of about two hours, seem- 
ed agitated in the extreme, and repeatedly said to me, “They will all be cut 
to pieces ; why did they not accept the terms I offered them ?” Early the 
next morning he mounted, and with his followers proceeded by a short cut 
across the mountain to Jugdulluk, leaving me in charge of Ameer Khan, 
a follower of the Rajah, telling me to be easy, that all I wanted should be 
granted, and that I should be joined in the evening by the ladies and 
hostages, when I should go on by easy marches in a kirjaivah to 
J ellalabad. 

I shall now, leaving my own relation, follow the course of the camp, 
until the fatal termination of all their sufferings on the hill at Gundamuck. 
Between seven and eight o’clock r. m., the troops, hardly rested by their 
halt of two hours, commenced again their perilous and dreadful march ; 
and after a night’s march, interrupted by attacks from the enemy, both in 
front and rear, which had the effect of driving the camp followers back- 
wards and forwards like waves of the sea, they reached Kutta Sung, about 
day break on the 11th, where they halted about one hour, continuing 
their march towards Jugdulluck at nine o’clock, which place they reached 
about half past two p. m., the last mile or two having been most dreadfully 
harassed by the enemy, and leaving many valuable lives on the road ; Dr. 
Cardew, mortally wounded, was left on the ground at Tezeen ; Dr. Duff, 
about a mile on the road from Seah Baba ; Pay-master Bourke and 
Ensign Fortye, 44th, died of wounds received on the road. On reaching the 
latter place, it was observed that the whole of the hills and sides of the 
road were occupied by the enemy, who, as our force descended into the 
valley, with their jingals did great execution, and again covered the road 
with the dying and the dead ; the rear guard was formed of 50 file of the 
44th, and some 20 file of the 5th Light Cavalry, which, with the excep- 
tion of a few file in front, now composed the whole remaining force; 
the camp followers and troops were so thick a body, that nearly every 
one of the enemy’s shots told ; they at last took up a position on a height, 
near some ruined walls. As scarcely any Europeans of the advance now 
remained, and the enemy were increased, the General called all the officers 
(about 20) to form line and shew a front. They had scarcely done so ere 
Captain Grant, Assistant Adjutant General received a ball through his 
cheek, which broke his jaw. On the arrival of the rear guard, which was 
followed up by the enemy, the latter took possession of a height close to 
the troops’ position. For security our men went within the ruined walls, 
they being at the time almost maddened with hunger and thirst. A stream 
of clear water was running in the front, and within 150 paces of their posi- 
tion, but no man could venture down without a certainty of being massacred. 
For about half an hour they had a respite from the fire of the enemy, 
who, however, closely watched their proceedings. Captain Johnson was 
desired by the General to see if any bullocks or c.amels were procurable 
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from ftmong tlic follower*, nnd be luctctly found three of the former, which 
were Instantly killed and serred out to the 1 tiropeans, and as instantly 
devoured, although raw, and still reeking with blood. 

A few horsemen being observed near at hand, a signal was made for 
one of them to approach , he did lo, and was questioned, ns to what chief 
was present. lie replied, "Mahommud Akbar Khan,” a inc8sa|c was 
sent to the Sirdar by the Genera), as to why we were again molested 
A reply was brought hack, that the chief wished to converse with Skmner, 
who therefore returned with the messenger This was at about half past 
three r M A\ e had now fondly hoped that further annoyance would be 
stopped. Scarcely, however, had Skmner taken his departure, and they 
who had been marching for the last thirty hours had thrown themselves 
down on the ground, completely worn out by cold, fatigue, hunger, and 
thirst, than their peresvermg foe, not yet glutted with the blood of the 
thousands that had fallen, suddenly commenced firing volley after volley 
into the enclosure, where they were resting All was again instant 
confusion, there was one general rush ontsidc, men and cattle all 
huddled together, each urgently striving to shield himself from the 
murderous fire of the enemy At this time, about twenty gallant soldiers 
of the d 1th Queen s made a simultaneous rush down the bills to drive the 
enemy from their heights in the neighbourhood In this they were most 
successful, for the latter bad taken to flight even ere our soldiers reached 
their position In about a quarter of an hour, as our small party would 
not admit of any divuion, the aforementioned soldiers were recalled 
They again entered within the walls, and ogam instantly was their foe in 
his former position, dealing death among them At about 5 r u Skmner 
returned, with a message that the Sirdar wished to see the General, Bn 
gadier Shelton end Captain Johnson at a conference — and that if they 
would go over, he would engage to pat a stop to any further annoyance, 
and give food to the troops , and that if Brigadier Shelton and Captain 
Johnson would remain ns hostages for General Sales evacuation of Jellal 
abad he would escort our small remaining force in safety ^^ahomed 
Shah Khan, (fatber-in law of the Sirdar) came at dusk, with an escort to 
receive the three latter and they started m the confident hope that some 
arrangement might be effected by which to save the few remaining lives , 
they proceeded to the upper end of the valley, and found the Sirdar and 
his party bivouacking in the open air Nothing could exceed the 
kind manner in which they were received by the chief, who immediately on 
hearing that they were hungry and thirsty, ordered a cloth to be spread 
on the ground, and some pillaos and tea to be brought. After having satis 
fied their appetites they sat round a biasing fire, and conversed on van 
OU3 subjects By the Generals desire Captain Johnson begged of the 
Sirdar that he would early in the morning forward provisions to the troops 
and make arrangements for supplying them with water, both of which he 
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promised to do. The General was also most anxious he should be permit- 
ted to return in the morning to his troops, and stated he would send Bri- 
gadier Anquetil, should he require another officer in his stead, and also 
pointed out the stigma that would attach to him, should he remain in a 
place of safetjq while such imminent danger was pending over his troops. 
To this the Sirdar would not consent. At about 11, after promising he 
would early in the morning call together the Chiefs of the Pass to make 
arrangements for the troops’ safe escort, he shewed the three officers into 
a small tent, where, stretched on the ground, they soon found that repose 
which had been so long denied them. 

Jan. 12th — When they awoke in the morning, they were warned by the 
Sirdiir’s confidential servants not to leave the tent, as the Ghilzie Chiefs 
Avere coming in with their followers and they might get insulted. At 
about nine a. m., the Chiefs of the Pass, and of the country towards 
Soorkab arrived, ivhen they and the General sat down to discuss matters. 
The Chiefs ivere most bitter in their expressions of hatred towards us, and 
declared that nothing would satisfy either them or their men, but the utter 
extermination of the infidel dogs. Money they would not receive. The 
Sirdar, as far as words went, tried all in his power to conciliate them, and 
Avhen all other arguments failed, put them in mind that his father and the 
whole of his family were in the hands of the British Government at Loo- 
deanah, and that vengeance would be taken on the latter in the event of 
mercy not being shewn to us. Mahomed Shah Khan offered them Rs. 
60,000, in the event of our being allowed to proceed unmolested. This 
they refused, and requested to consult with their followers, when they told 
Mahomed Shah Khan, that they would accept two lakhs, and grant a free 
passage. On this being represented to the General he agreed to it, and 
made known the same to Mahomed Shah; who went away, promising 
to return quickly. Captain Skinner was written to early in the day to beg 
he would come over ; this letter, however, did not reach him until he had 
received a mortal wound, of ivhich he died the same day, and thereby 
Government ivas deprived of a most valuable officer, and his friends of 
a kind and intelligent companion. 

Until twelve o’clock crowds of Ghilzies kept swarming in from the sur- 
rounding country, to make their salaam to the Sirdar, to participate in the 
plunder of our unfortunate people, and revel in English blood. The Sirdar 
endeavoured to pacify them, but with no effect. At about one p. m. the Sir- 
dar left the General and went to the top of the hill in rear of our bivouack, 
where, from the time of the departure of the General, all had been confu- 
sion, or a scene of bloody slaughter. The troops (few remaining) had 
been kept under a constant fire the whole day, deprived of both food and 
water, having lost Captain Skinner, while Major Thain and many others 
had received severe wounds instead oi^ as the Sirdar had assured the offi- 
cers with him, having been treated with every kindness, and supplied with 
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nil they wnnlnl 1 mil nonr Imre the lojtafw, Indie, pmonen, etc. irnd 
f lUow tlic coimc of tbc iroop^ for tlicjr few remaining hours 
Wtih anxiety did they nwatt the return of the General and his party, m 
the hope that, through their means, matters would be satiafactorily ar 
rtngftl, further hostilities cease, and their progress to Jcllalabad ensured. 
On the loth eienlng, when the General did not return, the officers had 
Clime to the resolution to retreat at al! haxards to Jcifalabad, which how 
rrer was afterwards changed, and they agreed to wait further intelligence 
from Mahommed Ahbar J camp, whteh they did, being under a heavy fire 
the whole of the I lih On (he morning of the I2th, they were filled with 
hopes of release from their aituatmo, which however were soon dissipated by 
a large party of AfTghani, who, taking up a position on a hill to the aouth 
cast, opened a murderous fire on then To appease this, Captains Skin 
ncr and JtcIIcw went out to parley with aomo horsemen, who came m 
sight, when one of them mortally wounded the former gallant fellow, 
and then on the latter giving the alarm, and bringing out the few remaia- 
Ing ruropeans, retreated to (he camp, glorying in the murder they had 
committed. Since my cnplinty I have discovered, from bis own confes 
Sion, that the bloody rtUaln was Ser Bullund Khau, an influential Ghilzie 
chieAam 


On the huropenns charging, the cnemytookto flight, but tesnined their 
former position when our gallaut fellows retired behind their broken 
walls , again charge luccecdcd charge, and the numbers of our gallant 
hand were fast decreasing, while those of tbc delemmed foe were proper 
Uoasteif inavittof' ,—to (hat by one r » , (be old walls were entirely 
surrounded, and hundreds of rifles poured in their murderous discharge 
from every side The ArtiUerymcn, those few that remamed, formed m 
the ranks of the 1 llh, and gallantly supported on foot that deathless repu 
tation they had gained, when urging their daring steeds into the heart of 
the battle About (wo r \t , the last charge was made without any ad 
vantage on our side, but with great and melancholy loss Captain Slap 
shall (Shah’s Ctb) aercrcly wounded, Lieut. Wade, H M 44th shot dead, 
I lent Ilawtrey, 3/th N I , also being wounded, these as well as every 
other officer haimg most conspicuously distinguished themselves, devot 
ing even their lives, when called upon, with patriotic bravery A party 
of the 4 llh now look up a position on n small hill commanding the ap 
pTOach to the old fort, which kept the enemy m some measure at bay , 
the ground being completely covered with the bodies of the dead and dying 
was a fearful sight, soldiers taking the last words of some favorite com 
rade, which they were never fated to convey, while dying officers gave 
their few papers to a friend, who, a few short hours afterwards was oom 
cd to he on the bloody field himself . 

AtSr u.Aa ^/TgbaD armed, beinog a letter from Major General Mic, 
concealed lu a quill about his person, and who took hack an answer s a 
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ponic's were killed llns-day, nerved out and eaten raw by the men, wliile 
water was only procured at the risk of the men’s lives. Jn consequence of 
no letter or communication being received from the Genernrs party, 
Ilrigndier Anquctil called a council of war, when it was decided to retreat 
at all hazards; and therefore, at t> r. >i. this final, destructive, yet in evita- 
ble step was taken, leaving all the sick and wounded to bo massacred on 
the ground. The confusion was groat; the d'lth took the lead by mistake, 
and the Cavalry and Artillery did not leave till the Ghilzies were in the 
midst of them, shooting them or dealing death with their fearful knives. 
A rush then took place for the road, and all proceeded on without the 
least order: about three miles from Jugdulluck they arrived at a barrier 
composed of felled trees well twisted together, about six feet high ; bitter 
confusion now took place, the Afighnns nislnng down from each side, 
caused fearful havoc among our troops. “.Snuve qni pent,” was the cry, 
and, nllhough many oflicers and men full victims to the frantic fanatics, yet 
at length the united exertions of horses and men forced the barrier down, 
and again the much dccrc.ascd coltimti pushed forward. The '1‘lth were 
ng.ain pul into something like ortlcr, by the united exertions of CnpUiin By- 
grave and other oflicers, who on this and every occasion, each and all nobly 
distinguished themselves, proudly upholding the pre-eminent superiority 
of the British name, cliccrfully bearing tlicir many Iinrdship.s, and striving 
to imp.art hope ami spirit into the minds of their men. 

Mere fell Brigadier .Vmpictil, a most brave and able officer, who, to the 
last, had .striven to the utmost to uphold order and some sort of arrange- 
ment in the proceedings of the troops. About 300 of all colours cro.ssed 
the h.nrricr; the remainder had met their fate between it and Jugdulluck, 
or had taken to the Hills in the neighbourhood. 

The Affghnns in large bodies foUowcd the little troop of soldiers and 
followers, who now had to contend every step of thoir retreat; onward 
they proceeded, and onward also were signal fires denoting their approach, 
well lighted by the enemy, wliich spread from hill to hill, with meteor- 
like rapidity ; at about three miles in advance, another barrier had been 
formed by the enemy, but not of the strength of the former one, and 
again the enemy made a rush, which was hou-cver gallantly repulsed, 
though with some loss on our side. It was at this lime about one a. »r., 
and our whole body of fighting men, consisting of some hundred or so, 
with amongst the whole of the men not more than 30 muskets. 

At three a. h, they arrived at the Soorkaul river, the bridge across 
which was occupied by the enemy in force, so ns to oblige the poor men 
to cross the bitterly cold water, although a small party also succeeded in 
forcing the bridge. Here fell Lieut. Cadcll, H. M, 4'ltli, who was shot 
through the back of the neck, just ns he was leaving the water. 'J'he 
wljolc l)ody of troops now became most disjjirited, nearly giving up all 
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<iC <Ic(crininC(I noWicr* couftl keep xcry superior numbers in check, ami 
Cnplam 'inincr made (ua dispoaitions accordingly, ordering hia servants 
to puali on na fast as possible with the baggage, guarded by half of the 
/ lu/ifzt, whilst he himself coscred them sviih the remainder of the guard 
and the troopers Tins soldJcrdikc disposition was however scarcely made, 
ere the enemy began to close upon his party, and the ground being fa- 
vourable for ft charge, Captain Trower gave them a volley, and dasbing 
lit ibcm with his horsemen, sent them flying amongst the rocks m all direc- 
tions As lit luck would have it though^ a vicious mule being alarmed at 
the tiring, loosened her load and ran off into the thick of the enemy 
Captain Trower of course did not wuh to expose bis men unnecessarily, 
but the gallant buHTadar and his Joteauns would not hear of the Sahib’s 
mulo being thus lost, so another charge to the rescue having been deter- 
mined on was accordingly mode, and in the thick of the melee, Captain 
Trower managed to seise her bridle rein, a liberty which the old lady un 
gratefully resented, by at once kicking o(T her load, and this they left 
as lawful pnee to the enemy, for as the funUade was beginning to growra 
thcr warm, and one of the guard had been already shot dead, it was 
thought unvviso to wait to pick up the scattered baggage; so the party 
slowly retired, coveriog the remainder of the baggage as a Hear Guard, the 
enemy following pretty closely, and keeping op a contmned fire, whilst 
Captain Trower and hts horsemen charged them again and again, when- 
ever they came near enough, and the nature of the ground would allow the 
Cavalry to get at and give them a taste of cold steel, in return for their 
game at " long bullets !" Tlie corrardly rascals were, however, careful not 
to expose themselves more than was necessary, and each time that they 
were charged by this mere handful of horse, the troopers sent them flying , 
though the enemy were almost ten to one in number In this manner 
Captain Trower made good bu wa/ to JelJalabad, which he reached with 
the single casualty above stated, after a continued skirmuh of at least three 
hoars’ duration Our correspondent further states, that Captain TVower 
describes the cool aoldier-like gallantry of his troopers, and espeaally 
of their DufTadar, under a constantly snipping fire, as most admirable ft 
appears to have been indeed fortunate that Captain Trower was not 
attacked until he had entered the Pass, as in the open country, bis hcH 
judged plan of defence could hardly have prevented his being overpowered 
by such superior numbers ' 
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The tli/tnrt' nf /{lit'lal-i-G/iilxir. 


\Vc mardicil into qimrlorfi nt Khclnl-i-Gliil?,it; in November ISll. Our 
iwrracbi* were cxeclleut, but tbc fortificfttiouB of the piece were little more 
tbnu oimmcnccil on, nml nlonp home hundred ynrd.s of tlie works tlicrc was 
lu-itbcr wall nor ditch. Directly we got news of the iusurrccliou nt Cnbool, 
the j-t'pnys were .set to work to strengthen the defences of tbc post — scarps, 
pali.sitdcs, parapets, and n ditch nt the most ncccsiblc part of tbc works 
were commenced on, and both Ofliccr.s nnd men continued to work nt them 
nulil the Avinler set well in, nnd tbc frost rendered tbc ground so hard, 
that there wn.s no longer nny working it. On the 0th December about 
liftecu hundred GIiilr,ic-s made their appearance, with tlic intention, ns they 
.said, of besieging ns. 'I’bcy took up their ground about two nnd a half 
miles, ofl', hut their warlike efforts were confined to firing a few shots into 
the place nt night, nnd an attempt made by a party of their Iiorse to cut 
ofi' some of our men wlio were cutting bboottnb for fuel, in which they 
were foiled by tbc sepoys of the guard. A fall of snow compelled them to 
decamp after nine days ; nnd the only damage they did us wn.s, to make nil 
the Chiefs in our neighbourhood •' yagcc."* Of all the Chiefs whom we 
had paid and supported, only one man adhered to us, and lie a person of 
no great influence. 'I’lic winter now set in with severity, and the cold soon 
became cxcc-ssivc. We had no doors for the barracks, and neither doors 
nor glass for the windows of our quarters, which were large and lofty 
rooms, some 3G feet long, nnd our supply of firewood we were obliged to 
husband, so that we never could keep our rooms warm. You must recol- 
lect Khclnt-i-Gbilr.ic, its situation is a very exposed one, situated in the 
tliroat of a funnel ; high winds prevail throughout the year, and in winter 
tbc lower tbc temperature sunk, tbc higher blew the north wind. Snow 
lay for two mouths on tbc ground, and the thermometer fell ns low as forty 
degrees below tbc freezing point. With no doors to the barracks, and only 

* Mutinous, troublesome. 
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•uch rough purtlalM as grain bajr*, irhicJi ircra all w c could get, you may 
concci> 0 how much our men aulTcrcd , a gale of wmd always blowing when 
the temperature was below aero, and uaually, too, blowing most strongly 
at night 1 have nc\cr eapencnccd R winter so continuously cold Ufatn 
we entered the gamson we bad protwen in Coot foe tbe troops, for op 
wards of SIX months , but as stc got an increase of three hundred men to 
the post, when Colonel Maclarcn a bngadc passed us on its return to Can 
dahar, we had many additional mouths to feed, and wo knew not how long 
STB might be rcijmrctl to bold the post Wo bad a quantity of wheat m 
store, but with the country all round ‘yaoCe we had not the means of 
grinding it ^^c got possession of some millstones, and tried to get up 
mills, but after getting all the machinery in order, wc found that all the 
water we could command was not auOlcient to keep the macbinery in mo 
tion ^Vc then tried a bullock mill which also failed from our not being 
able to fabricate the iron work of sutHamt solidity, and we should have 
been Mllerly nonplused, had not an Officer in the gamson possessed a 
book on mecbamcs in which was contained a dcsenption of a vertical band 
mill capable of grinding some aiitecn niannds daily This we succeeded 
in constructing after two months andabalfs labour upon mills, and no lit 
lie anxiety m to the result. We were now easy in our minds, for this with 
some small band mills gave us the means of supporting our garrison for 
some two or three additional months, and we knew our men would fight 
and bold the pest against all the AfTgfaans m the country as long as 
our provisions lasted W c bad occasional coomuDicahon with Candahar 
by means of bigbly paid cossids, and we thus learned the disastrous fate of 
our Cabool comrades fbe tedium of the winter was excessive, but it 
passed at last itb the spring our labours on the defences recommenced 
and as soon as the weather became mild, the hostile Chiefs of the two great 
Gbilaie tribes in our neighbourhood made their appearance These gentle 
men had spent the winter m a more sheltered locality, and, as long as they 
were not near us, the villagers brought in commodities for sale but, with 
ibeir appearance, all supplies ceased On two occasions we were obbged 
to chojjpotp abeep—tbe first was a peaceable affair, w e secured a whole flock 
without let or hindrance, but, on the second occasion, we bad to fight 
for them, and bad a few men wounded. We bad forty three European 
Artillerymen in the garnsoo, and it was chiefly for them that the animal 
food was required The supply of all their necessaries ran out in winter 
and on two different occasions they were for some days on bread and 
water, yet they never grumbled, worked as well as if they bad been highly 
fed and bore all their privations with the most admirable good humour 
The hostile Ghilzie Chiefs at first brought only a few hundred men with 
them, and took up their quarters at a safe distance of some miles from us , 
but during all April they w ere receiving accessions to their force, and with 
these accessions their boldness increased until they diminished their dis 
tance to less than a mile from the place As they approached out range 
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necessarily liccutnc more limilcil, nnd uc hivil neither Cavulvy nor the 
means of moving a gun, and the country round Kliclat-i-Ghilzic is full of 
ravines, and exceedingly favourable to the skulking mode of fighting n hich 
these gentry most approve of. W’c were latterly, ns the investment became 
more close, obliged to confine ourselves to the narrotv space nithin our 
defences; these by the continued labour of our men had become very 
respectable, nud, such ns no deemed no Afighan rvitliout the aid of gnus 
would have attempted. In this however, we were agreeably disappointed. 
'J'owards the middle of May the enemy commenced to dig trenches round 
tlic place, working at them nil night. By the 26th they had completely 
surrounded us with them, the nearest being within two hundred and fifty 
yards of our defences, 'riicsc were all loopholcd, nnd nfiorded the enemy 
perfect cover ; they were constructed, too, with some skill as to position, 
ns the advanced trenches were invariably protected by two or llircc tren- 
ches in their rear, and they were uniformly jilnccd, so ns to have the 
advantage of any iinlurnl cover afforded by the ground. From these 
trenches the hottest (Ire any of ns lind ever seen Affghnns keep up, was 
poured upon any one who exposed himself; obviously picked marksmen 
were, selected for the duty, for they fired exceedingly well for Affghnns, and 
at r.aiigcs of from GOO to 700 yards, their long .Tcznils threw balls with 
great accuracy. They were, .so completely sheltered in these trenches that 
we seldom had an opporlnnity of firing at them excepting when parlies were 
relieving each other, nnd then the double barrels and rifles of the officers 
came into play. Such had been the monotony of onr previous existence, that 
^ it was a matter of great nimi.semcnt firing at thc.se gentry, and it was seldom 
that any fellow got into the nearer trenches in day Jiglit, without running 
the gauntlet of n few double barrels. On the evening of the 20th May, 
the enemy were nmi.sually rpuct, nnd so few of them visible that it was 
a matter of doubt whether the greater number of them had not decamped. 
A few of llicin were observed, by menus of onr telescopes, at n distant fort 
j)ractising c-scnlnding with scaling ladders, and this was the first intimation 
we bad of their having conslniclcd these articlc.s. Officers nnd men had, 
for several nights previously, kept at their posts ; there was bright moon- 
light, nnd the night passed with unusu.al quietness, until towards morning 
the moon went down. The attention of the Officer on duty was themsud- 
dcnly arrested by the clatter of horses’ feet, indicating the close presence of 
a large body of horse, and the word was passed round to get ready. Short- 
ly afterwards the whole northern face of the works was assaulted by dense 
bodies of the enemy. The morning was so dark, that they were within 
100 yards before they were observed, though we were on the look out 
for them, and they came on with great boldness, shouting Allah ! Allah ! 
They U’cre received with discharges of grape and a hot fire of musketry, 
which must have done heavy execution among their dense masses ; still 
. they pressed on, pushing their- attack with the greatest vehemence at 
the North-east and North-west angles of the works, where the ascent 
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K-fta mast cuaj , aiuI the dcftncca apparently rnosl accessible At the North 
cast angle the defences consisted of a ditch, scarp of some seven or eight 
feet in height, a slope of some tight feet between the top of the scarp 
and the parapet, the latter consisting of sand bigs The enemy, by the 
aid of scaling ladders, crossed the ditch, ascended the scarp and sloping 
bifik, and endeavoured to get over the parapet here they were resolutely 
met iTjtli the musket and bayonet Thnee they came boldly on to the 
nmuU, planting one of their staodirds mthln a yard of the muzzle of 
one of our guns, and thnee they were dmen back , only one man succeed 
cd In getting into the place, and ho was shot with his foot on the axle of 
this gun Two guns were in position at this part of the works, and theat 
tempts of the enemy to get within the works through their embrasures and 
over the parapets on either side, were so determined that the Artillery 
men, for some minutes acre obUged to quit their guns, and betake them 
selves to the musVet and bayonet, with which they did good sernce, the 
sepoys too fought well, one of them was observed by the ArtiUery men to 
bayonet four mca The prlnapal annoyance sufleted by the garrison 
was from showers of heavy stones, ihcso were thrown into the works in 
great quantity to cover the escaladers, and several of our men were knock 
cd down and smartly bruised by then) During the height of the assault 
the enemy fired little, they had apparently slung their malchlocks and came 
on aword In band, but they were met by a fire so deadly and well snstam 
ed that they had no chance ofsueecss The Ofheers of the garrison were 
All Burpnsi^ at the boldness and determination of the attack, but we nn 
dentood afterwards that trusting (o their numbers, and emboldened no f 
doubt by their previous successes at Kabul and Ghuznee, they reckon- 
ed 80 confidently on taking the place, that many of their women were 
waiting In the ravines close at hand to share in the plunder of the garrison 
The assault lasted from twenty minutes to half an hour, and at day 
break they drew oft, carrying away all their wounded, and many of their 
dead A party of them took refnge behind some rocks at the N W 
angle of the works and just under the barracks, popping their heads out 
occasionlly , they fired a few shots al us, but they fired so seldom, that their 
numbers were supposed to be few Two companies of sepoys sallied out 
to nneartb them, and to the surprise of all, at least 300 men broke cover and 
bolted for the neighbounug ravines faster than we ever saw Affghans tun 
before A heavy fire was poured into them, but they ran so fast, and cover 
was so close that few of them fell The greater part of the euemy retired into 
the ravines into which they had dragged their dead and wounded, and 
from daylight until half past two r « they were employed m carrying 
them off From their trenches on the north face of the works which were 
filled with men, they kept np a pretty constant fire to cover this process 
Had we possessed a few good Cavrdry we should have mflietcd a heai ter 
loss on them but they were strong ra horse having about SOO m the field, 
ubilc ive had not a mounted roan, and So it was judged prudent, is 
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the prrtinul nflordcd excellent cover for their mode of figiiting, to rest satis- 
lied ^vi(h the thrashing we liad given them, and to permit them to carry off 
their noiindcd nilhont incurring the loss of our onn men in mov- 
ing on to altnclc them. They left. 101 dead bodies at the foot of the 
defences, and within a few days after the assault, the Political Agent 
ascertained that the number of killed, and of wounded men, who died 
within a few days after the action, considerably exceeded 400. On the 
dead bodies were found quantities of our own magazine cartridges, 
supposed to have been procured nt Ghnzni, and which accounted 
for their unusual expenditure of ammunition. Computed by them- 
selves the lowest number of assailants ivas stated nt 5500 men, the 
highest nt 7000. On the body of the Nazir of Mcer Allum, Chief of the 
Ilotuck tribe of Ghilr.ics, who fell in the assault, w.ns found the muster roll 
of his contingent amounting to 2000 and odd men ; he furnished about 
n third part of the force, so that the number of assailants must have been 
about GOOD men. By sunset on the day of attack not nn enemy was visible, 
and it w.as a .source of honest gratulntion to the garrison, that we liad 
driven off our enemies and inflicted n heavy loss on them by our own 
efforts. The garri.s‘on consisted of about 000 men, about 500 of whom 
were actually engaged. When we took possession of the place, it consisted 
of Villle more than three ranges of b.arrncks for the troops, built on n com- 
manding position. By the assiduous labour of the sepoys and the con- 
stant .supervision of the Engineer and Officers, it had been converted into a 
post of such strength, as if well defended, would have puzzled regular troops 
unfurnished with guns to take, and did defy Affgbans. It must have been 
a source of honc-st pride to our excellent commanding Officer to find, that 
when positions of greater strength had .oubmitted, he had not only fortified 
his own post, but maintained it, and signally defeated the enemy before it. 

Troops in quarters in this country have seldom suffered more from the 
.•ieverily of climate and the privation of accustomed necessaries, than those 
at Kclat-i-Gbilzie. During the more severe days in winter, the Hindoo 
Sepoys did not cook for two days together, and even the Europeans, so 
bitter was the cold, were glad to keep to their barracks, and even to their 
beds, to keep themselves warm. Our bazar was latterly destitute of every 
thing c.xcepting the usual Commissariat rations issued from the godown, 
.and for some months these were served to the Sepoys on a reduced scale. 

As for the Officers they laughed at their own privations, but they will not 
soon forget the dreary winter days, their shivering meetings nt mess table, 
their tiffins on bread and water, and their nights at mess to discuss their 
scanty fare, to which hunger was an excellent sauce and the only season- 
ing. Two days after the defeat of the enemy, we heard of the advance of 
Colonel Wymer’s brigade to relieve us, which arrived on the 26th of May. > 
We moved into camp, the barracks and defences of Kelat-i-Gbilzie irere 
destroyed, and the 7th of .lune saw us safe at Kandahar. 


s 
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Narratiif 0 / the Capitiity 0/ Colonel Palmer, and other OJJicers at 

GAi/mi, during andafter the Jnturreclton at Cahul, 1841 By Ltevte 

nani Crawpord, 0 / the Bombay Army 

1 left on the 30th October Inst jear. having under ray charge three 
state pri«oncrs and fic\cn hostages to be escorted to Cahnl, and for the 
safeguard of the same, I vas accoinpanied by a troop from my own 
corps, nnd about forty Afighaa hone under a chief called Guddoo Khan 
It was on the 7th November wc reached Oba, we had marched rapidly, 
but m perfect peace, and as bttle expected to be attacked on the road, 
os 1 do at this moment , you may imagine, therefore, how thunderstruck 
1 was when Guddoo Klinn entered my tent, bringing with him a native 
official of that part of the country, styled the Urz Beggie who gave me 
nn account of the disasters m Cabul on the second of the month and os 
I aflerwirds found bad as matters really were ot the capital, he made 
them out to be much more so He strongly pressed my returning 
to Khelat*! Ghilzie, saying, that there were 20,000 men round Ghuznie 
and to go on would be to certain death I considered, however, it 
would never do for an officer to turn back on a mere rumour of danger, 
and that should the man’s story really be true, still I had a better 
chance of reaching Ghuznie, which was only fifty four miles off, than 
Khelat which was ninety Tired though my horses were, they might 
make Ghuznie in one forced march, but they would not he able to get 
to the other station under a couple of days , the road lay through the 
barren and hostfle country of the Ghifzies, and, as f su6«equentfy dis- 
covered, it proved that Urz Beggie was a traitor he wished to get me 
back through the Ghilzie distncts, as he him<elf was a man of that 
tnbe, and would have raised the whole country about my ears not a 
man of us would have escaped to tell the tale After duly considenng 
all the pros and cons of the case, 1 mounted my detachment at 8 p n . 
and moved on toward Ghuzme We marched rapidly the whole night, 
and bv daylight had reached Nsnee, about thirteen miles from Ghuznie, 
but the first streak of daivn shew^ us that the people were on the 
alert, there were videttes on every hill, and in a very short time, word 
wraa pas«ed from fort to fort and their inhabitants turned out hanging 
on my fianks and rear and firing wnth their rifles at us Their horse 
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men were bolder, they swarmed round us lilce wasps, riding up, firiiig 
their pieces into our trooj), and gaboping off to reload. We were nearly 
helpless against such a foe, hvicc we charged and cut up a few, hut the 
niscals always sought shelter near the numerous forts that covered the 
plain, and then laughed at us ; in addition to not being able to catch the 
villains, wc found that every time we charged or halted to shew n front, 
it only gave the enemy time to circle round our flanks and head us : 
and their footmen also came up from the rear. Accordingly wc left the 
high road altogether, and turned out into the plain, where the foot would 
scarcely dare to follow us, and indeed bj- proceeding at the trot we pretty 
'well shook off' these gentry, but the horsemen still followed, and to add to 
our troubles, I found that the ponies, on which the prisoners were mount- 
ed, were exhausted and could proceed no further. As they knocked up, 

I doubled the riders on the other animals, but one after another they 
gave in. One prisoner was cut down by a horseman of the enemy 
(plainly shewing there was no collision between them,) two others rolled 
over in a ditch, where with their horse atop of them, and their legs 
chained under his belly, I left them ; indeed I now found it w’as impos- 
siijle I could ever get my charge into Ghur.nic alive, and I had only to 
decide on putting them to death or setting them at liberty. My in- 
structions would have justified my pursuing the former course, but the 
poor wretches had clearly made no attempt to escape ; they were in no 
manner answcniblc for the attack made on my psu-ty, ns was evident 
from one of their number fidling by the sword of our adversaries ; and I 
conceived then, and do now conceive, that in letting these men go with 
their lives, I was not only acting according to the strict letter of my 
instructions, but that justice and humanity required I should not slay 
them in cold blood ; — had I put them to death, then Shumsoodeen or 
Mahomed Akbar would have been equally justified in taking our lives, 
(the lives of all their jjrisoncrs,) on the advance of Pollock and Nott on 
Cabul. I may add, that the Court of Inquirj’^ which I called for, after 
investigating nil the circumstances, decided, that I had acted perfectly 
right. But to return to my stoty. After following and harassing us 
for miles, the enemy drew off when we got near Ghuznie, and I reached 
that place about 10 a. m. on the 8th, with the loss of all my bag- 
gage and prisoners, and fifteen men and taventy horses killed, and 
several wounded out of my little party.^ Every day now brought 
us bad accounts from Cabool, and the infatuation that appears to 
have seized the Chief Authorities there not only hurried tliem on 
to ruin at the capital, but also paralyzed us at Ghuznie. Can you 
imagine that the necessary repairs and alterations in the citadel 
were not sanctioned, nor was Pdmer permitted to lay in provisions ! 
At the eleventh hour, the Colonel took the responsibility upon himself 
!md set to work ; but most invaluable time had been suffered to pass un- 
improved, and when the enemy made their appearance under our walls, 
they found us but ill prepared for a siege, especially when it was not 
man alone we had to combat with, but the rigours of a winter, as 
intense as that of Canada. The enemy and the snow made their ap- 
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Ih J’"'. "'“1 proiiml coicrcd with the other, hut m a welt after 
,1711 . Ino m'Urcoiits hrolo up their imratmcct of the place, on a 
rritort of Jlcl/im * ljng;tnlc odvanaog to our relief This permitted 
de#tro)'m'' tl^ ttHajrca a„j| hmldiags withm mu»ket ahot of the 
nnd r1*o nfforded us ii vretk's Bkotinf; on the ditch, hut on the 
« Ui I/winlRr the enemy returned in increased numbers and rvc tvere 
Wicn^cIo«eiy confined to the walls —“The ncci‘«sjty and advantage of 
turning tlie inlmhitants out of the tomi was not lost sight of. hut 
unjortumlcJy for u$ an him had got abroad Chat the town people were 
strongly attached to us and that the sending out so many poor people 
to pcn«h in the mow was an net of cruelty too great to be dreamt of — 
Hie conjCTjucncc was tlmt the town»men entered into a corrc«pond. 
cnee With their coantrjmcn on the outside, and on the night of 
the ICth Pccembcr, haring dug a hole through the toivn, they admitted 
their fnends, who poured m by thousands, and compelled us alter fighting 
nil that night nnd the next day to retire into the citadel It so happened 
that from this day the winter set in with lOCTcascd seventy, and its 
cflrct soon told fcarfullj upon the rocn The whole gamson, officers 
anti men. were told ofT into three witches, one of which was constantly 
on duty, so that c'cry one in the place was eight hours on duty out of 
the twenty four, and jvu may imagine, that such coQ«taot work and 
exposure to the intcn«e cold very soon rendered the Sepoys naele*« — 
llic snow hr deep, very deep, and oflcn m the course of a single night 
would fall to the dcptli of a couple of feet- The thermometer sunk to 
(m, trtlvf, end nm /eur/eca drffrtrs 6ehte zero I ^ and to such weather 
were the natives of India exposed day and lugbt, with no prospect of 
rehef, and with no comforts to enable them to support their suffenugs 
We were mluccd to half rations of bad flour and raw gram, on alternate 
day*, and a seer of wood per min each dav was all that could be allowed, 
either for cooking or wamtb The Sepoys were constantly eoaked, 
and unable to dry themwlrrs got *icUy. and the hospital was crowded 
iviUi men who<c feet had ulcerated from frost bites I do think, that if 
the enemy hsd pluck enough to have made a tush upon us, they could 
at any time, after Christmas day, have earned the works with very little 
difficulty As it was. however, Acy contented themselves with keeping 
up a smart fire with their nfle*. and not a man could sb^w his bead 
above the wtII' for n moment Ifp to the 15th January this irork 
eonUnued, and we lO't three or four men dady, from the fire of thew 
marksmen but on the day mentioned some *ort of a truce was entered 
into and acUve bosUUtics ceased, it being uEder»tood, 'v^ere to 
evacuate the place on the amval of Shum'oodeen f3ian — Ta^ nw 
thr did not »wve till the imddie ot the foUowmg month and then we 
Colonel managed to keep him m play, till the begiMing of Afamh 
hut at hi^t he and his chiefs would stand it no longer, and 
tint if we did not give up the place imtn«^iately, thej 

commence ho«tihtics, and we being trtteriy hav^ no 

the atadcl and the *now on which we had depended for a ?opp*y 
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having all viinishcd, onr provision being cxluiusted, and there being no 
prospect of the arrival of succour, we had no resource but to make the best 
terms we could, and trust to Providence that the Encmj^ would abide 
by them. On the Gth March we marched out from the citadel, under 
a treaty signed and solemnly sworn to by all the chiefs that we should 
be escorted in safety and honor to Peshawar, with our colors, arms and 
baggage, and fifty rounds of ammunition per man. There was still 
some snow in the Passes between Ghuznie, and till that should melt, 
and the ncccssarj’ carriage could be procured for us, wc were quartered 
in a portion of the town, immediately below the citadel. Scarcely had 
we entered our new abode, when our enemies flung olf the mask and 
shewed how much they valued oaths made to Infidels. At noon on the 
7th whilst nearly every man of ours were cooking, and wc were totally 
nnprejjarcd for an outbreak, the Ghazecs rushed upon our lines, 
and succeeded in carrj'ing the houses in which my squadron had 
been placed. 1 was iti the next house, with Burnet of the 54th, 
arid Nicholson of the ‘27th, there being no decent room for me in 
my own jjropcr quarters. On hearing the uproar, I ran to the roof 
to see what was the matter, and finding what had taken place 
among my men, and that balls were flying thick, I called up Bur- 
net; he Imd scarcely joined me, when he was struck down by a 
rifle ball, which knocked his eye out, and as he was then rendered 
/tors dc combat, I assumed command of the rivo companies of the 27th 
that liad been under him, and Nicholson and my.self ])roccedcd to defend 
ourselves as well sis circumstances would permit. We were on the left 
of tlic mass of houses occupied by our troops, and the first and sharjjost 
attack.s were directed at us : the enemy fired our house, and gradually as 
room after room caught fire, wc were forced to retreat to the others, till at 
last by midnight of the Sth our house ^vas nearly burnt in halves ; we were 
exhausted with hunger and thirst, having luid nothing to eat or drink 
shicc the morning of the 7th ; our ammunition was expended, the place 
was filled with dead and dying men, and our position was no longer 
tenable ; but the only entrance in front of the house, xvas surrounded 
hy the enemy, and wc scarcely laicw how to get out and endeavour to 
join Colonel Palmer ; at last we dug a hole through the wall of the back 
of the house ; we had only byoanets to work with, and it cost us much 
labor to malce a hole sufficiently large to admit of one man at a time 
dropping from it into the street below ; but we were fortunate enough 
to get clear out of our ruined quarters in this way, and join the 
Colonel unpcrceived by the savages round us. As soon as day broke 
on the 0th, they occupied our abandoned post, and shortly after- 
wards attacked and carried the next house, in which was poor Lums- 
den and his wife and thirty sepoys, everj^ one of whom and their ser- 
vants were put to death. On the morning of the 10th, Poett and Davis 
were obliged to retire from their posts, and the survivors here now as- 
sembled in the two houses held by Colonel Palmer and the Head Quar- 
ters of the corps. You cannot picture to yourself the scene these two 
houses presented ; everj' room was crammed, not only with sepoys but 
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camp follows era men, Momen, and chddrcn and it is astonishing the 
slaughter among them «•'’ *i'«v c * 

del sent round shot, c 
high caste men groping 
unmcltcd icc that by sue 

tormented them Certainly xrhen that mommg dawned, I thought ituas 
the last 1 should see on this earth, and so did we all, and proceeded to 
make a few little arrangements, ere the final attack on us took place 
The regimental colours were burnt to prevent their fallmg into the hands 
of the enemy , I dc'troj cd my watch, and flung it, and what money I had 
ONcr the trail of the ditch , I also burnt my poor’s wife’s miniature, first 
*' ' ‘ - ' ’ ' •’'termmed that one 

died Hour after 
mute to hear the 


shout of the final attack, hut it came not , from our loop holes we saw 
the enemy swarming all around us, m every lane and hou«e and on the 
hill of the Citadel, the place xvas blade with their masses , and as they 
themsehes afterwards told us, there were not le^s than ten thousand 
men there thirsting for our blood But it appears that Shum*ooden 
bad been afflicted mth some qualms of conscience, and had held 
a council of his chiefs on the subject of admitting us to quarter 
1 should tell you. that during the three previous days fighting, 
Shumsoodecn had repeatedly offered us terms, hut they were such as 
wc could not accede to , ui as much as they commenced by de«ir. 
mg wc would surrender our«elve3 to him, tmd abandon the sepoys to 
the fury of the Ghatees The sepoys, it appears, had held a consulta 
tion among themselves, and hchcvmg they had no chance of their lives 
determined on forcing their way out of the town and endeavourmg to get 
to Pe«hawur , when w e first heard of this mad design and spoke to the 


men about it, they denied it , baton the lOth two Native Officers came 
forward and told us they had made up their minds to go off that mght , 
that if we chose to accompany them they would be exceedmgly glad, 
but if othenvi’»e they would go alone , it was in vain we pomted out the 
utter impracticability of their plan , they had got an idea among them 
that Peshawur was not above fifty or sixty mdes off across the country, 
and that there was a short cut to it. through the mountams, they im 
mediately commenced digging a hole through the outer wall of the town 
by which as soon as it got dark they might march out into the country 
Seeing that our men had now flung off all uuthonty, and were about to 
de«ert us, we had nothing further to do but to make the best bargam 
we could for our lives Shumsoodecn and all the chiefs again swore 
by Ghazee, all that was holy, that if we laid down our arms we should 
be honorably treated and sent to Cabool to the Shah as soon as possible 
at 10 P SI we surrendered The chief sent and begged the officers to 
come into the citadel immediately as the Ghazees were yelling for the 
blood of for our safety, if 

we delay o the citadel and 

cave UD on round our late 
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quarters to keep the Ghazees from molesting the sepoys ; a large party 
of these latter, however, during the night endeavoured to put tlieir ridi- 
culous plan of fliglit into execution and made their way about two 
or three miles from the town ; it came on to snow heavily ; they got be- 
wildered in the fields, and in the morning were all cut to pieces or made 
prisoners. For the first few days after we had surrendered, we were 
treated pretty tolerably : the chief and his brother used to idsit and con- 
dole with us on the change of fortune we had exjicricnced, and express- 
ed their sorrow at the violence of their fanatical followers not having 
permitted their strict ohsen’ance of the treaty, on which we had yielded 
up the citadel to them, but graduidly they discontinued their visits ; 
ever)- little thing we had managed to secure, such as watches, pen- 
knives. money etc,, was taken from us, and we were strictly confined 
to a small room eighteen feet by thirteen. In it there were ten of us, so 
you may imagine we had not much room to spare ; indeed when we lay 
down at night we exactly occupied the whole floor, and when we want- 
ed to take a little exercise, wc were obliged to walk up and doirn 
{.six paces) in turns. Few of us had a change of linen, and the conse- 
quence wa.s, wc were soon swarming with vermin, the catching of which 
aflbrded u,« an hour’s employment evorj' moniing. I wore my solitary 
sliirL for five weeks, till it became literally black and rotten, and I 
am really surprised none of us contracted any loathsome disease from 
the state of filtfi wc were compelled to live in. On the 7tb April, 
wc heard of Shah Soojah's murder, and from that date the severities 
of our confinement were redoubled ; they shut and darkened the solitary 
window, from which wc had hitherto derived light and air, and they also 
kept the door of our room constantly closed, so tliat the air we breathed 
became perfectly pestiferous. On the 2l8t of the month, they tortured 
Colonel Palmer with a tent peg and rope, in sucli a manner that it 
is wonderful he ever recovered the use of his foot. I cannot in a letter 
explain the process of the torture, but wc all witnessed it, and it was 
something on the principle of the Scotch boot described in " Old Mor- 
talit}'.” Wc were told we sliould each be tortured in our turn, unless 
wc g.avc uj) four lacs of rupees, whicli the rascals swore we had 
buried, and that if we continued obstinate, they told us, we should be 
blown from guns, beginning with the junior. This was a pleasant sort of 
life to lead, never being certain of that life for twenty-four hours together. 
In the end of April, our guards suddenly became particularly civU to us 
for a few days, and wc found out they liad a report of the advance 
of our troojjs ; indeed up to tlie period of our actual release, we could 
always form a pretty shrewd guess of what our troops were about, by 
the treatment we e.xperienced at the bands of our captors. If there was 
any fonvard movement among our people, any amvid of reinforcements 
at Jellalabad or Caudahar, etc. then we were treated well for a few days, 
and we got better food, but if our people appeared to be idle and things 
remained in statu quo for a week, then our guard taunted us on the un- 
warlikc spirit of Ferringee Armies ; and boasted bow they would exter- 
minate them if they advanced. Gool Mahomed Khan, the brother of 
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Sliumsoodcen, wIjo had always bchaxcd more civilly towards us than 
the big chief, wtis, unfortunately for us, despatched to Cabool. on busi- 
ness, about the middle of Ajiril ; but 1 believe it was owing to the receipt 
of a letter from him, tlmt on the 12th May we were permitted to quit 
our prison room and walk on the tcrmcc of tlie citadel for one Aour, and 
wc were told that similar kindness would be shewn us once o week (//.') 
viz. on Friday, when Shumsoodecn was to make a religious pic nic to a 
neighbouring shrine. E\cn this we thought a great blessing, and used 
to count the days and hours to each succeeding Friday, anxiously ex- 
pecting the moment, when our guard would tcU us we might breath 
God's fresh air, and look out on the green fields for the allotted period. 
I thought I had always been an admirer of the beauties of nature, but I 
had never imagined that the time would have come, that the sight of a 
few ordinary fields of clover and wheat, would have caused me such 
delight in tlieir contemplation. 

On tlie I5th June, Gool Nfahomed returned from Cabool bringing 
with him some of the ladies of hla brother’s family ; on their account 
WG were told, we should be removed to other quarters, and of course we 
expected a change for tlie worse ; but, as it eventually proved, we were 
agreeably disappointed. Just at this period one of our number, Lieute- 
nant Davis, 27lh Native Infantry, had sickened with typhus fever ; we 
had no medicines, no comforts for him, and he lay on the ground deliri* 

1 proving xvorse, 

' ' ; . burial 

• • ' 5 • . * * ’ . 'the guard to bury, 

but 1 am afraid, they merely flung the poor fellow into a ^tch outside 
the gate. It wos a melancholy ceremony, that burial service : few 
among ns, I imagine, but thought it might be his turn next, especially 
now that sickness had broken out in such a shape ; however, on the 
following day we were removed to another budding, where we had three 
or four rooms to ourselves, and a court yard to walk about in, and our 
guard was replaced by a more civil set. *11113 was a delightful change, and 
being greedy of fresh air after so long a deprivation of it, we made the 

• • ■* ■ ’ ’ ’ ■ ‘he court- 

• ■ . • ... . jjj any 

■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ • ■ vemun, 

, . ,1.. Vfc r.. 

us improved greatly : he came to see us frequently, and chatted in a 
kind manner, always telling us we should shortly be set at liberty in 
exchange for Dost Mahomed, who was returning to Cabool, having been 
freed by our Government : this gave us renewed hopes of soon agmn 
becoming firee agents, and as our circumsrimces were improved, and our 
guards more fnendly toward us, our captivity was more easily borne, 
but still as time wore on, and nothing d^nite was learnt regarding our 
release, we again began to despair, espedally when the middle of August 
arrived, and we seemed as far as ever from the attainment of our w'shes. 
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It \vns on the 19th August \vc Imd as usual wrapped ourselves up in our 
cloaks, and taken lodgings on the cold ground for the night, when the 
chief suddenly entered the j’nrd, and told us we were to march immediately 
lor Cabool, and sure enough in lialf an liouraftcrwards, we found ourselves 
along in pairs in kujiaAvans on each side of camels, and moving 
towards the cnjiital. How delighted we were to bid adieu to the walls 
of Giiur.nic. I do believe, if we had known wo were going to execution, 
the change would nevertheless have gladdened us. We reached Cabool 
in three days, without meeting any adventure on the road; but we were 
abused most grossly by the poj)ulacc as we proceeded through the streets 
of the city ; fortunately it was in the dusk of the evening, and but few 
peo])lc wiuiessed our arrival, otherwise they might not have confined 
their ill-treatment towards us. We went direct to Mahomed Akbar’s 
quarters in the Bala Hissar, and from him we met with the kindest 
rcccjition. I could not bring myself to believe that the stout, good- 
humoured, open-hearted looking young man, who was making such kind 
inquiries after our health, and how we had borne tbc fatigues of the jour- 
ney, could be the murderer ofMacnaghten, and the leader ofthe massacre of 
our troops. He told us, we hud come most unexpectedly ; that though he 
had written repeatedly to have us sent to him, (ns he had heard we were ill- 
treated by Shumsoodccn.) yet no attention had been j)aid to his orders, and 
now that wc had come, it was without any intimation of our approach ; 
he bade us be of good cheer, as our future comfort would be his care, 
and we should find ourselves treated like ofiicers and gentlemen. After 
many similarly cinl speeches he ordered dinner, and sent for Troup and 
Poltingcr to see us ; when they arrived, the whole of us, Mahomed 
Akbar, his chiefs, and ourselves all set down to the best meal I had 
had for many a month. The Wuzeer, (as he always styled himself,) 
chatted and ’joked away on indififerent subjects during the me:d, and 
•shortly after its conclusion dismissed us, saying he would make us over 
to tlie' ctirc of Pottingcr and 'IVoup for the night, and we might go and 
have a chat with them in private, as doubtless wc were anxious to do so. 
On the following morning, the arch-fiend sent us an excellent break- 
fast, and horses to carry us out a few miles to the fort where the other 
British prisoners were living, and he desired a list of our wants, regard- 
ing clothes, etc, might be made out, and they should be furnished. We 
found our countrvmen living in what appeared to us a small paradise ; 
they had comfortable quarters, servants, money, and no little baggage, 
and a beautiful garden to walk about in. To our great regret we had 
only been four or five days in tliis Elysium, when we were sent oflf to 
Baraean ; being thus away from the immediate care of Maliomed Akbar, 
we soon’ found ourselves called on to rough it once more. Tents had 
been sent for the use ofthe ladies, but our guards, would only pitch them 
when it suited their convenience, and consequently the poor women and 
children bad frequently to bivouac with us men, and that too in the nip- 
ping night air of the mountains ; none of them, however, I am happy to say, 
suiibred in the least, and they one and aU bore their privations most ad- 
mirablv. 

• / 
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i\'arrattie of the Murder of StiAn Soojah 

^ Hawab Zamon Khan and ZuW Khan (the Dost*® brother ) Oosman 
Khan and Amecn OolHh Khan» hanng agreed on a plan among them- 
seUea. went to the King, and hanng tlic holy -word (the Koran) mth 
them, satisfied the Kmg hy the agreement of both nord and oath inas- 
much Uiat he consented to go trith an Army, con*isting of a general 
le>y, towards Jcllilabid , for which end it was settled that the King 
him«clf, having sent his tents out of Cabul and made a march to Seea 
Sing should there muster and review his whole army, and then inarch 
' , and nb«o- 

’ lah Khan 

* • ■ di^gu^ted 

wuu Uic i^mg's Lims auinicting tne eon ol Ameen UoUah Kuan to his 
confidence, took it much to heart, they then proposed to the King that 
they should assemble 25 000 soldiers at Cabul while the King went out 
to review hia army and march on to Jellalabad, the King nccordmglv 
took forth his tents and went down to Seea Sing, and the Bamkzye Sir 
dars and the rest, with their force al«o went forth for the purpose of be- 
ing pre'sent at the muster of the army by the King ns agreed , so it was 
that on the first day the Kmg mustered bis armj as &ore«aid, and at 
night returned to the Bala Hissar leaving Pnnee Futteh Jung at Seea 
Sing , and the same night the King sent letters for the men of Koh i- 
binat about JelWabad, and to Khyber and the neighbourhood ofPesha 
ivur, addressed to the Shahzadducks 

“ (N B -—This sentence is very confusedly written, but a subsequent 
passage ‘»hews, that Shahzadduck Mahomed Casur and others of the 
royal blood were the parties addressed) In the morning tbe King 
having made his preparations, and having put on his dre«s of ceremony, 
took hi3 «eat in his travelling chair of state (khasah ) and went forth out 
of Cabul by the gate towards Shah Shakeed, to make ins march to 
Seea Sing , but on the road near Shah Shakeed Shoojah ood dowlah 
the son of Nawab Zimon Khan, had placed lU amhu«h fifty JezaiicJnes 
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When the King's retinue reaehed the spot, these .Inzailchies lose and 
fired on liim ; two halls struck him — one in the brain, and one in the 
breast ; five of the King’s bearers were shot down by the volley ; seven 
of the soldiers that formed the King’s escort were also struck, and fell ; 
the King died almost immediately. Shoojah-ood-dowlah coming up 
with a body of horse, stood over the King’s corpse. Whatever property 
in jewels was about the corpse — the crown, the girdle, and so on, the 
sword and dagger — was plundered by them. When Shahzada Futteh 
Jung heard of the catastrophe, he made his way back to the Bala Hissar : 
the body of horse with Shoojah-ood-dowlah pursued the Prince at a 
smart pace, hoping to lay hands upon him, but the Prince, by presence 
of mind and resolution, made his way to the Bala Hissar; but finding 
the gates there guarded, and the troopers close behind him, he fled back 
to the cit\', and hid himself in the fort of Muhmood Khan Bec5’’at, Za- 
mon Khan and the other chiefs said to Muhmood Khan Bceyat — ‘ The 
King ■was our enemy, and we slew him ; now give us over the Prince, as 
we arc agreed to make him King;’ to which Muhmood Khan answered, 
— ‘ You Banilczyc Sirdars, in swearing a solemn oath to the King, and af- 
terwards killing him, have committed a heinous crime ; we, of the tribes 
(Ooloo«) of Cabul, were against the deed.’ Zamon Khan replied — ‘ hly 
son Icilled the King without my wish or consent.’ Muhmood Klian at 
night took Futteh Jung out of his own fort and lodged him with his 
women in the Bala Hissar, when Amcen Oollah Kiian being in the Bala 
Hissar with near t\vo thousand soldiers there assembled, they placed 
Futteh Jung on the throne, and declared him King, writing letters to 
the Ooloos, his dependant®, telling them to assemble about the Bala 
Hissar and throw' in suirplics, while he himself prepared for action, 
guarding tlie gates with artillery. Khan Shcrin Khan, Muhmood 
khan, and the Koozoollah faction, form one faction ; w'hile tlie Barukzye 
Sirdars, the Nawabs, the men of the Cabul tribes, and the Kohistanees, 
form the other.” 
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Aarrn/ac of the Murder of Str Alexander Burnf* 

bubjoincd will be found n melancholy narrabve the only trust wortJi) 
one verj probably we shall e\er ha\e of the murder of Sir Alex Bumc« 
furnished by a natne servant who witne‘>5ed in person the matter he 
profc'scs to describe It hr — -v f i j r 

our own part we have n< 
credence It is melancholy 

pen«hed from treachery such as this and that they might have been 
«avcd had they retired m time to the cantonments and not pres<ed it 
too strictly to be tbeir duty to remain where they were — 

As you must be deeply concerned to learn any details of the events 
which led to the death of the late lamented Sir Alexander Bumes and 
bis brother nt Cabool I do myself the honor to forward you the depo 
sition of Dowh Sing lately a Chuprassee in Sir Alexander s service who 
was an eye witness of tlie events which terminated so fatally he was a 
faitliful ser>ant and his statement may I conceive he fully rehed on 

Deposition of Boich Sing 

Sir Alexander Bumes was duly informed by his Affghan servants 
the day previous to his murder that there was a stir m the city and 
that if he remained in it his life would be in danger they told him he 
had better go to the cantonments this he declmed doing giving as his 
reason that the AfFghans never received any injury from him but on 
the contrary he had done much for them and that he was quite sure 
they would never injure him 

On the day of the murder as early os 3 o clock m the morning a 
cossid (Wullee Mahomed) came to me I was on duty outside he said 
go and mform your master immediately that there is a tumult in the 
city and that the merchants are removing their goods and valuables 
from the shops 1 knew what my master had «aid on this subject the 
day before so did not like awakening bun but put on my chupras and 
went into the Char Cl ouk here I met the Wuzecr Nuzaraut Dowlah 
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jxoing towards iny master's liousc ; I immediately turned with liim, and 
on onr arriwil, awoke him, when my master dressed quiclcly, and w'ent 
io the Wnzeer and talked with him some time ; the Wuzeer endeavour- 
ed to induce him to go immediately into eantonments, assuring him it 
was not safe to remain in the city ; lie, however, persisted in remaining, 
saying, If I go, the Afighans will say I was afraid, and run away ; he 
however sent a note to Sir W. MacNaghten by Wullce Mahomed. A 
chobdar came from the King to call the Wuzeer, who asked and ob- 
tained permission to go ; at the door the Wuzeer said to Sir Alexander 
Bunics, Why, you sec already that some of Ameen Oollah Khan’s people 
liavc collected to attack you, if you will allow me, I shall disperse them ; 
he (Sir A. Burncs) said, No, the king has sent for you, go to him 
without delay. The Wuzeer accordingly mounted his horse, and went 
away. The house gates were then closed, and were in a little while sur- 
rounded by Amcen Oollah Khan and his people. Hydur Khan, the kot- 
wal of the city, whom Sir Alexander Burncs had turned out of the 
odice, brought fuel from the Immam on the opposite side of the street, and 
set fire (o the gates. The Wuzeer shortly returned from the Bala His- 
sar u*ith one of the King’s pultuns ; on seeing the gates on fire, and the 
immense crowd about, he took it apparently for granted that Sir A. 
Burncs had either escaped, or been destroyed, and withdrc'w the Regi- 
ment. At this time the whole mob of the city was collected, and the 
house in flames, 'riic jemadar of chuprasscs told Sir A. Burncs, that 
there was a rcjiGrt of a Regiment having come to assist him ; lie was 
going up to the top of the house to look, and had got half way when 
he met an Afighnn, who said he had been loolcing about and that there 
was not the least sign of a Regiment; my master then turned back, and 
remarked there was no chance of assistance coming cither from canton- 
ments or the King. A Mussulman Cashmeerec, came forward and said, 
if your brother and chuprasscs cease firing on the mob, I swear by the 
Ivonin that I will take you safe through the kirkce of the garden to the 
Clnmdoul, the fort of the Kuzzilbashccs ; the firing ceased, and Sir A. 
Bumes agreed to accompany him, and for sake of disguise put on a cho- 
gha and loongee. Tlie moment lie came out of the door a few paces with 
the Cashmccrce, this wretch called out, this is Sikunder Burncs ! He 
w<'is rushed on b)' hundreds and cut to pieces with their knives. His 
brother. Captain Bumes, went out with him, and was killed dead before 
Sir Alexander. Captain Broadfoot was not some time before in the 
house, and e.xpired in half an hour. 

‘ There was a guard of one HaHldar, one Naik, and 12 Sepahis ; they 
were all killed early in the affair : all the Hindoostanees e.xcept myself 
were killed ; his Sirdar Bearer, who is now with me, escaped, as he was 
at home. I got away by ha\dng an Affghan dress ; all the Affghan ser- 
vants deserted ; I got into cantonments after being hid two days in a 
shop. Sir Alexander forbid the sepoys and others firing on the people 
until they set fire to the gates.’ 
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f icu( Col Wade s Despatches on forexng the hhyber Pass in 1839 


lo H loRUFK® Esq Deputy Secretary to the Goxemmcnt of India 
tt«/A the Gor.emor General 

SiR-~I have the honor to report for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor General of India the capture of the fort of 
All Muajid lost night hy the troops attached to the Sbahzada on the 
part of the Dnti'h Government and hi* own regular and irregular levies 
commanded respectivelj by Captain Farmer of the 2l8t Regiment Na 
tive Infantry, and Lieutenant Mackeson attached to the Mi«*ion toge 
ther with the Mahoroedan Auxiliaries from the Sikh Government under 
the personal command of Colonel Slicitch Basawan 

2d A detailed report of the operations which led to the submission 
of the place shall he forwarded without delay In the meantime I beg 
to assure His Lordship that nothing could exceed the gallantry and zeal 
displayed by the officers and men of the three Governments both 
European and Native in the accomplishment of an enterprise which 
the time for the advance of the Sbahzada having arrived I was com 
pelled to prosecute by force 

3d The exaggerated opinion which has been entertained of the 
strength of the place has rendered the effect of its speedy reduction 
after entenng the Pass highly favourable to the future progress of the 
Sbahzada with whom I flow intend to advance towards Kabul without 
delaj 

4th During the operationsm which we were engaged with the enemy 
m taking possession of the heights on either side of the Pass to the point 
where the two road'* of Jab^hi and Shadi Bagiar unite near to Ah 
Mu«jid and in investing the fort Uie casualties on our side amount to 
about 25 killed and 100 wounded including 1 pnvate killed atd 5 
wounded of the British Detachment 
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4th. Repeated attempts were made by the Khyber Chiefs to induce 
Mahomed Akbar Khan to join them in opposing the advance of the 
Shalizada, by their combined exertions, but the state of affairs at Kabul, 
consequent on the advance of the Shah from Kandahar, and the defec- 
tion of some of the tribes in Loghar and Kohistan, which I have been 
employed in detaching from the Government of Dost Mahomed Khan, 
placed him in an equivocal situation, and obliged him to evade a com- 
pliance with the request of these Chiefs, and he is now reported to have 
dismissed his troops, and to be retreating on Cabul, 

I have, &c. 

C. M. Wade, Pol. Agent, 8;c. 

Camp Lalachina, the ^Ith July, 1839. 


To T. H. Maddock, Eso., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
India, with the Governor General. 

Political Department. 

Sir, — With reference to my dispatch of the 27th instant, I have the 
honor to transmit a detailed report of the operations in which the force 
accompanying Shahzada Teimur has been engaged in reducing the fort 
of Ali Musjid. 

2d. Having received a letter from Mr. Macnaghten on the 20th in- 
stant, dated the 3d instant, one march on the other side of Kelat-i-Gbil- 
zie, confirming the reports which I had received of the actual advance 
of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk on Cabul ; and a letter having been received, 
at the same time, from His Majesty to the Shahzada’s address, direct- 
ing him to move forward ; and finding, also, that the principal Khyber 
Chiefs, Abdul Rahiman Khan and Khan Bahadur Khan, with whom Lieu- 
tenant Mackeson and Mulla Shakar had been negotiating for a passage 
through the Pass, were intent only on the same deceptive course, which 
they had hitherto been pursuing, I determined, after the time which I 
had, for the last time, granted them for coming to a decision, to move 
forward with the Prince without delay : and the two entrances to the 
Pass ha\dng been previously secured by me with the zamindars, occupy- 
ing the lands immediately about them, I entered it, with a party, by 
that of Jabaghi on the 24th instant. Lieutenant Mackeson proceeding, 
at the same time, by the Shadi Bagiar route, with a view to occupy a 
position on the right of the Pass, which we had reconnoitred the pre- 
vious day, above Lalachina, ' 

3d. The intended point of occupation having been secured, imme- 
diately after my arrival the camp of the Shalizada was moved to that 
place from Gagri, forthwith, 

A strenuous effort was made by the. enemy to dislodge Lieutenant 
Mackeson’s party from his post, but it was ultimately repulsed with a 
loss on our part of 5 killed and 19 wounded, while I was employed in 
stockading a position, immediately in rear of that officer, and in secur- 
ing the heights on either side of the Pass commanding the ground which 
I had selected for the encampment. 
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4tli In tUc«c opcraUona, Lieut Mackeson and self were ably as 
sistcd by Colonel Sheikh llasawan, who proceeded up the Pass itself 
with n strong body of Infantry, some Cavalry and two Guns, and by 
Captain Ferns and Lieutenants llattray and Barr of the Bnti«h Detach* 
meut, while Captain rarmer and Lieutenant Cunningham, with the re- 
maining officers attached to the Mission, were left to conduct the Shah- 
zada About fi\ c miles fromlhc last encampment at Gagri, in passmg a 
narrow defile, Sheikh Bosawan's party was attacked by the Khjbcrees, 
known to be iicadcd by Mi«riklian, one of tlie Kukikhcil Mahks, and 
who has been one of the most active of the Khyberces m his enmity 
to the Shahzada Tlie Khyberces were soon dispersed, ^Vlth the lo^s of 1 
killed and 2 wounded on our side 

5th On the following morning we proceeded to dislodge the enemy 
from a commandmg height on which they had stockaded themselves, 
on the left of the Pass, which object was effected without difficnltj, and 
I then immediately advanced to a point from which I proposed, on the 
following day, to proceed to tlie immediate investment of All Musjid , 
on the morning of the S'" ’ ‘I * ’ ’ * 

tended Tlie enemy npp 
ns their numbers (amoi „ ' 

the country, and several hundred Kliybcrccs, who supported them) ad. 
mittcd , but our own troops, who were advancing, by preMous concert, 
on cither side of the Pass, under cover of 4 pieces of Artillery, earned 
by elephants from height to height, proceeded m so steady and gallant 
a manner to tlie no<itioas which I had assigned to them, that they 
occupied them w itnout Uc<itation, and drove the enemy from one stock 
ade to another, till they were forced to seek refuge on tlie peaked hiU 
which commands Alt Musjid 

6th To Captain Former and Colond Sheikh Basawan 1 entrusted, 
under my immediate direction, the conduct of the left column, composed 
of 5 companies of the Sbabzada’s regular levies , of a company of the 
Bntish detachment, which 1 deemed to be my duty to attach personally to 
Captain Farmer on the present occasion , and of 5 companies of the 
Maharaja’s regular Mahomedan Infantry, besides two pieces of Artillery 
one 6 Pounder and one Howitzer under Lieutenant Barr, who remamed 
wth me ThC'se officers and the troops accompanymg them quickly 


in which our party were exposed to a galUng fire of Jezadchies, during 
the whole day, and which continued without intermission until mid- 
night, when it was no sooner occupied by us. than it was found that 
they had evacuated the fort, and then their cantonments outside 

7th During these operations, 1 directed Lieutenant Moule whom I 
had attached to Lieutenant Mackeson with two pieces of Artillery a 
6-pounder and small me - j _ i- _ . r.nmf 

which I had assigned to 
lodging the enemy from 
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on the right ; and also Lieutenant Burr to bring one of our own two 
howitzers, escorted by a party of about 250 of the Maharaja’s and 
Dooranee horse attached to the Shahzada, to the gorge of the Pass, which 
forms the only entrance to the open spot in the valley from which the 
hill of AH Musjid rises ; and it was evident that they were surprised by 
the novelty and explosion of the shells which were discharged at them in 
the positions which they held outside the fort. It had been my inten- 
tion, after having secured the approaches toit, to have battered the fort it- 
self the next morning, had the enemy determined to await a closer attack. 

Sth. I feel greatly indebted to the zealous co-operation of every officer 
accompanying the mission, and who Avere engaged in this enterprize, 
particularly to Colonel Sheildi BasaAvan and Captain Farmer, and to 
the officers and men, European and Native, under their immediate com- 
mand, to Avhose persevering energy and exertions in a trying position 
for troops, newly raised and collected from various quarters, to maintain 
themselves, is mainly to be ascribed tlie successful result of the military 
operations which the conduct of the Khyber Chiefs and the retention 
of the fort of Ali Musjid by the regular troops of Dost Mahomed Khan 
compelled me to adopt to obtain a passage for the Shahzada to Cabul. 
The officers and troops have, indeed, established a strong claim to the 
expression of my own thanks and acknowledgments for the spirit and 
alacrity with which they proceeded to the execution of every serAuce 
which it fell to their lot to perform, my sense of Avhich I have now only 
to hope that the importance of the acquisition will induce His Lordship 
to confirm. 

9th In consequence of the Avithdrawal of General Ventura, the command 
of the Maharaja’s AuxUiary Force of Maliomedans devolved on Colonel 
Sheikli BasaAvan, a fcAV days before my departure from Kawalsh. 

10th. Referring to the tenor of my instructions, the occasion appear- 
ing to me to have arrived to ascertain the extent of co-operation which 
I could expect from the Sikh Army, in support of my advance, and the 
possibiHty of ray oaati force being inadequate to the reduction of Ali 
Musjid, I annomiced to Konwar Nao Nihal Singh my intention of ad- 
vancing, and requested that he would be prepared Avith his Troops to 
join me in obtaining possession of that place by force. He repHed that 
he could not advance beyond the Sikh frontier, Avithout a reference to 
Lahore ! The fort of Ali Musjid is situated 5 miles beyond it, and I did 
not wish to incur the delay of a reference which was in my opinion in- 
admissable after what had passed, 

11th. Excepting the withheld employment of their Sikh Troops, which 
have never quitted PeshaAVur, though, in order to distract the attention 
of the enemy, when I was about to enter the Pass, I suggested the advan- 
tage of sending a considerable force to Bara and another to Sabgadar, 
their fortresses on the frontiers of Kohat and Bajour, where they Avould 
have remained well protected, it is no more than common justice in me 
to declare my entire satisfaction Avith the disposition which has been 
evinced by Konwar Nao Nihal Singh, on every occasion, to meet all 
my Avants and requisitions to the extent of his authority, especially at a 
time Avhen the lamented death of his grandfather at Lahore, may bo 

tt 



supposed to have chimed his chief attention and when I nm well aware 
that nothing but his sense of duty to both Governments prevented him 
from quitting his command 

IStli — On taking possession of the fort, a quantity of ammuailion 
some gram, and 3 swivels were found m it 'fhe present fort is not 
above 150 feet long by about 60 wi&, and is built upon an angle of the 
hill the whole of which seems formerly to haie been well fortified Its 
po'ition boucier, naturally points it out as one m every way well 
adapted for disputing the passage of the defile, which there becomes \ ery 
contracted Stdl the Sikhs have formed a very fictitious estimate of its 
strength m the hands of its recent possessors, and notwithstanding the 
vicvis which Mr Clark in his letter of the 20th May last to your ad- 
<Ire«s a«8umcd to he sound, from the experience which the Sikhs might 
he supposed to p 08 se*s, m respect to forcing the Khybar Pass, had the 
Government of Lahore had m rcadmc«s, on my amral at Peshawar, that 
Auxiharv Force of Mahomedans, with the assistance of which done, 
I hai c now reduced the fort, I am perfectly satisfied, from what I have 
seen, that I could then have taken possession of it, with ei'cn greater 
facility tiian I have now done The gamson then consisted of 50 men 
only, and was not increaoed till some time after my arrival at Peshawur 
I3th The reduction of the place has had a strong effect on the mmds 
of the Khybemes and other neighbouring tnbes, who regard the position 
as the key to the occupation of theur country and after having collect, 
cd a certain quantity of supplies, I shall leave a gamson m the fort, 
and advance with the Shahzada towards Cabul 
Mahomed Akbir Khan evaded to the last Uie «ohcitations of Khan 
Bhadur Khan and Abdul Bahman Khan to come m person to oppose 
our progress The latter went himself to Chohar Deh, in the hope of 
pcr'«uading him to come, but failed in the attempt, though he was ac 
companied back by the Shahghosi of the young sirdar, and fought 
against us dunng the contmuance of the operations, while Abdul 
Rahman was personally encouraging his tribe to cut off our communi- 
cation and plunder our baggage, betiveen Jahaghi and this place 
The«e two, with some other petty chieft of their tnbes have deeply 
committed themselves to the Government of Shah Shoojah, by their 
perfidy m solemnly engaging from the first to serve ua , accepting our mo 
ncy and in the end, acting m open hostility to the cause of his Majes 
tj , by joining hia enemies, plundering our property, and killing the 
Camp followers I deem it my duty to record the«e circumstances, m 

’ *ween those 

the Shah 

, Fyztalab 

other side 

of Ah Musjid have already come in which I am happy to say afiords 
every secunty for the safe and quiet passage of the Shahzada through 
the rest of the Khyher 

15th Captain Lafont of the Sikh service attached to the Mahomedan 
Contingent though suffenng from feror remained on duty with Lieute 
nant Mackeson dunng the whole of the operations and afforded him 
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much valuable assistance. Mr. Lord, who attended me in person during 
the operations of the 25th and 26th, rendered me his ready aid also in 
conveying my orders to the different parties engaged. I was deprived of 
Lieutenant Hillersdon’s services from siclcness, but Lieutenant Dowson 
was at the head of his levy in the field, and zealously performed his duty. 

16th. I enclose a list of Casualties. I am happy to say that, with a 
few exceptions, the wounds are generally of a slight nature, and it is 
gratifying to me to state, that the troops are animated by the best spirit. 
Konwar Nao Nihal Singh has sent a donation of 5,000 rupees’ for distribu- 
tion among the British detachment and the levies of the Shahzada, and 
I have acknowledged the act by a simihar return to the Sikh troops, 
employed with the Shahzada. I have, &c., 

C. M. Wade, Political Agent, ^c. 

Camp, Lalachina, 29th July, 1839. 

List of Killed and Wounded in the operations for the reduction of All Musfid 
on the 24:th, 26th and 26th July, 1839. 


British Detnchmcnt, 

Jlr. Lord’s llissallah, 

Lieut. Dowson’s Levy, 

Lieut. Hiilersdon’s Ditto, 

Captain Ferris’s Ditto, 

Captain Ferris’s Eissaliah,.... 
Captain Ferris’s Jezailchies, 
Captain Ferris’s Bildars, .... 
Lieut Mackeson’sLevy, .... 

Total, . 


Sikii Auxiliaries, 

Ghorcharas, 

French Corps, 1st Battalion, ... 
From the Camp 2d Battalions, ... 

ist Arty. Najibs .....v... ........ 

2d Ditto, 

Ramjoles, 

2 Companies of Purbias forming 
Lieut. Colonel Wade’s personal 
escort from the Sikh Govt ... 

Total, 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Horses. 


« 













0) 













*c3 




th 

0 






M 

0 



0 

Vi 

u 

1 

1 

m 

1 

g 

«} 

s 

Drummers. 

Privates. 

0 

rS 

1 

0 

s 

es 

0 

1 

Havildars. 

Naikes. 

Drummers. 

Privates. 

'0 

g 

0 

Killed. 

'cJ 

u 

-a 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

a 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

] 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

“9 

”1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

61 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

14 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

8 

0 

3 



0 

GO 

0 

0 

14 

2 

1 

1 

17 

1 

3 

2 1 

1 

2 

0 

121 

1 ! 

} 

4 1 

14 

:i3o} 1^2- 


Ho 

rses. 

/Killed 

t Wounded. ... 

41 

14J 

\ 



I truuliucu* \ r. 1 ‘It * 

Lieutenant Barr and several men of the British Detachment of Artillery were struck with spent 
balls, but are not included in the list of wounded. n„, 

Camp Lalachina, the 20th July, 1S39. C. M. Wade, Political Agent, 4c. 
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Captain Lumipncp’s OJ/iaal account of the Murder of Sir W H 
Macvaciiten 

[From li«QL Eyftf» N»n»tiTe] 

Letter addressed Ay Captain G St P Lawrvvcb, hie MtUlarp Secre- 
tary to the Ejiioy, to Major E PomNcBB, C B , late tn charge of 
the Cabul Mission 

Sia — In compliance with your request, I have the honour to detail 
the particulars of my capture, and of the death of my evcr.to*be-lBinent- 
cd chief 

On the morning of the 23d December, at 1 1 a st . I received a note 
from the hte Sir W H Mncm^hten, warning mo to attend with 
Captains Trevor and Mackenzie, on interview he was about to have 
with Sirdar Mnliomed Akbir Khan Accordingly, with the abl^ 
named officers, at about 12, 1 accompanied Sir Wilham, having prlci 
ously heard him tell Major Generd Hphin«tone to have t\so regimwits 
of infantry and tuo guns ready for secret service In passing through 
Cantonments, on my observing that there were more Affghana in Canton 
ments than u«ual, or than I deemed safe, the Envoy directed one of his 
Affghan attendants to proceed and cause them all to leave, at the same 
time remarkmg, how strange it was that, although the General u as folly 
acquamted with the then very critical state of affairs no preparations 

*’ ■‘‘isallofa piece with 

de then said, ' There 
^ ■ ' replied that he had 

only ordered eight or ten, but that I had brought sixteen, that I would 
send for the remainder, which I accordingly did aslung Lieut liC 
Geyt to bnng them, and to tell Brigadier Shelton, who had expre«®ed 
a wi«h to attend the next mtemew, that he might accompany them 
On passing the gate we observed some hundreds of armed Affghans 
uithm a feu yards of it, on which I called to the officer on duty to get 
the reserve under arms, and brought outside to disperse them, and to 
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find jMjlvjng me m the nbs with their guns , they were afraid to fire, lest 
they should injure their chief 'fhe horsemen kept them pretty well 
off, hut not sufficiently so to prevent my being much bruised In this 
manner we humed towards Mahomed Khan’s fort, near which we met 
some hundreds of horsemen who were keeping off the Ghazees, who 
here ^\crc m greater numbers, and more voaferous for my blood We, 
\ «i tVrt -^4 T — „ *)U8bed into a small room, 

' ' *■ I ■ the fort and brmging in 

* • Ihis he did, receiving 

a cut through his neencha (Seothcr coat) on his arm, which was aimed 
at that officer, wha was ushered into the room with me much exhausted 
and bruised from blows on his head and body We sat down with some 
soldiers who were put over ua wiUi a new to protect us from the mob, 
who now surrounded the hou«e, and who till dark continued execratmg 


(• 

when it was knocked aside by one of our guard Several of the Sirdars 
came m during the day, and told us to be assured that no ham should 
befall us, that the Envoy and Trmor were safe m tlie city (a falsehood, 
ns will be afterwards seen) Naib Amccnoolah Khan and his sons also 
came Tlic former, in great wrath, said that we either should be, or 
deserved to be, blown away from a gun Mahomed Shah Khan and 
Dost Mahomed Khan begged he would not so talk, and took him out 
of the room Towards night food was given to us, and postheens 
to sleep on . our watches, rings, and silk handkerchiefs were taken 
from us , but in all other respects we were unmolested The followers 
of Mahomed Shah Khan repeatedly congratulated him on the events of 
the day, with one exception nz an old Moollah, who loudly exclaimed 
that, “The name of the faithful was tarnished, and that m future no 
behef could be placed m them , that the deed was foul, and could never 
be of advantage to the authors ’ At nudnight we were taken through 
the city to the house of Mahomed Akbar Khan, who received us courte 
ously, lamenting the occurrences of the day here we found Captam 
Skinner, and for the first tunc heard the dreadful and astounding intel- 
ligence of the murder of the Envoy and Captain Trevor, and that our 
lamented chiefs head had been paraded through the city in triumph 
and hi9 trunk, after being dragged through the streets, stuck up in the 
Char Chouk, the most conspicuous part of the town Captain Skinner 
told us, that the report was, that on Mahomed Akbar Khan s telling 
Sir ‘William to accompany him, he refused, resisted, and pushed the 
Sirdar from him , that in consequence he was immediately shot and his 
body cut to pieces by the Gbazees , that Captam Trevor had been con 
veyed behmd Dost Mahomed Khan as far as Mahomed Khans fort, 
where be was cut down, but that his body was not mangled though 
earned in triumph through the city On the following morning (2^th) 
we (Captain Skinner, Mackenzie and self) were taken to Nuwab Zuman 
Khan’s house, e«corted by Sultan Jan and other chiefs, to protect us 
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from tlie GJiazees ; tliere we met Captains Conolly and Airey (hostages) 
and all the rebel Sirdars assembled in council. The Envoy’s death was 
lamented, but his conduct severely censured, and it was said that now 
no faith could he placed in oiu- words. A new treaty, however, was 
discussed, and sent to the General and Major Pottinger, and towards 
evening we returned, as -we came, to Mahomed Akbar’s where I remain- 
ed a prisoner, hut well and courteously treated tiU the morning of the 
26th, when I was sent to Naih Ameenoollah Khan. On reaching his 
house I -was ushered into liis private apartment. The Naih received 
me kindly, shewed me the Envoy’s original letter in reply to Ma- 
homed Akbar’s proposition, touching his being made Shah Shojah’s 
Wuzzer, receiving a lack of rupees on giving the Naib a prisoner 
to us, thirty lacks on the final settlement of the insurrection, etc. 
To this the Naib added, that the Envoy had told Mahomed Akbar’s 
cousin that a lack of rupees w^ould be given for his (Ameenoollah 
Khan’s) head. I promptly replied, “ ’Tis false,” that Sir WiUiam 
had never done so, that it was utterly foreign and repugnant to his 
nature, and to British usage. The Naib expressed himself in strong 
terms against the Envoy, contrasting his own fair and open conduct 
\vith that of Sir William. He told me that General Elphinstone 
and Major Pottinger had begged I might be released, as my presence 
was necessary to enable them to prepare bills on India, which it had 
been aiTanged the Sirdars were to get. After some delay, consequent 
on my asking for Captain Mackenzie to be released with me, and 
Mahomed Akbar’s stoutly refusing the release of either of us, I was 
sent into Cantonments on the morning of the 29th, escorted by the 
Naib’s eldest son and a strong part}’- of horse and foot, being disguised 
as an Affghan for my greater protection. I must here record that 
nothing could exceed the Naib’s Idndness and attention to me while 
under his roof. 

I have, &c. &c. 

G. St. P. Lawrence, 

Military Secretary to the Envoy and Minister 


Camp Zoudah, 

Ten miles south of Tezeen, 
lOth May, 1S42. 
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Zetter addressed ly Capt C Mackfvzib to Licul Vivcext Eyre 

My dear Etrp, — ^Y ou ask for a minute account of the circum«tan- 
CC8 attending the a<sas«ination of the late Sir William Macnaghten 
and my o^vn detention and inipn«onroent on that occasion You may 
remember that, for many days previous to the fatal 23rd December, the 
poor Emoy had been subjected to more wear and tear, loth of body 
and mind, than it urns possible for the most iron frame and the strong- 
c«t intellect to bear ^i^out deeply feeling its eircct* He had fulfiled 
all the preliminarj conditions of the treaty ufhich had been propo«ed 
between the Bnti«h and the Affghan insurgents, whereas the Khans 
had m no one particular adhered to their engagements Bad faith was 
evident m all their proceedings, and our condition was a desperate one, 
more especially os Sir William had ascertained, bj bitter expenence, 
that no hope remained in the energies and resources of our Mihtary 
leaders, who had been formally protested that they could do nothing 
more Be«et by this disgraceful imbecility on the one hand, and by 
syotematic treachery on the other, the unfortunate Envoy was dnven to 
Ills Wats’ end, and, as will be «een, forgot, m a fatal tnoment, the whole- 
some rule which he had heretofore laid down for himself, of refusing to 
hold communications with indmauals of the rebel party, especially ^vlth 
him who was notorious even amongst fais villainous countrymen, for 
ferocity and treachery, to wit, Mahomed Akbar Khan Late in the 
evening of the 22d December, Captain James Skinner, who after having 
been concealed in Caubul dunng tJie greater part of the siege, had 
latterly been the gue«t of Mahomed Akbar, amved m cantonments 
accompanied by Mahomad Sudeeg Khan, the cousin of Mahomed Akbar 
and by Lirw'ar Khan the Ahanee merchant, who m the beginmng of the 
campaign had furm«hed the array with camel«, and who had been 
much in the confidence of Sir A Burner, being in fact, one of our 
staunchest friends The two latter remained m a different apartment 
while Skinner dined with the Envoy Dunng dinner, Skmner jestingly 
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remarked, that he felt as if laden with combustibles, being- charged with 
a message from Mahomed Akbar to the Envoy of a most portentous 
nature. 

Even then I marked that the Envoy’s eye glanced eagerly towards 
Skinner with an expression of hope. In fact, he was like a drowning 
man catching at sti-aws. Sldnner, however, referred him to his AfFghan 
companions, and after dinner the four retired into a room by themselves. 
My knowledge of what there took place is gained from poor Skinner’s 
owTi relation, as given during my subsequent captivity with him in 
Akbar’s house. Mahomed Sudeeq disclosed Mahomed Akbar’s propo- 
sition to the Envoy, which was that the following day Sir William 
should meet him (Mahomed Akbar) and a few of his immediate friends, 
viz. the chiefs of the Eastern Giljies, outside the cantonments, when a 
final agreement should be made, so as to be fully understood by both 
parties ; that Sir William should have a considerable body of troops in 
readiness, which, on a given signal, were to join with those of Maho- 
med Akbar and the Giljies, assault and take Mahomed IGian’s fort, and 
secure the person of AmeenooUah. At this stage of the proposition 
Mahomed Sudeeq signified that, for a certain sum of money, the head 
of AmeenooUah should be presented to the Envoy ; but from this Sir 
William shrunk %vith abhorrence, declaring that it was neither his cus- 
tom, nor that of his country to give a price for blood. Mahomed 
Sudeeq then went on to say, that, after having subdued the rest of the 
Khans, the English should be permitted to remain in the country eight 
months longer, so as to save their purda/i (veil or credit,) but that they 
were then to evacuate Affghanistan, as if of their own accord ; that 
Shah Shooja was to continue king of the country, and that Mahomed 
Akbar was to be his wuzzeer. As a further reward for his (Mahomed 
Akbar’s) assistance, the British Government were to pay him 30 lacs of 
rupees, and 4 lacs of rupees per annum during his life! To this extra- 
ordinary and wild proposal. Sir William gave ear with an eagerness 
which nothing can account for but the supposition, confirmed by many 
other circumstances, that his strong mind bad been harassed, until’ it 
had, in some degree, lost its equipoise ; and he not only assented fully 
to these terms, but actually gave a Persian paper to that effect, written 
in his own hand, declaring as his motives, that it was not only an ex- 
cellent opportunity to carry into effect the real wishes of Government, 
which were to evacuate the country with as much credit to ourselves as 
possible, but that it would give England time to enter into a treaty 
with Russia, defining the bounds beyond which neither were to pass in 
Central Asia. So ended this fatal conference, the nature and result of 
which, contrary to his usual custom. Sir William communicated to 
none of those who, on all former occasions, were fully in his confidence ; 
viz. Trevor, Lawrence, and myself. It seemed as if he feared that we 
might insist on the impracticability of the plan, which he must have 
studiously concealed from himself. All the following morning his 
manner was distracted and hurried, in a way, that none of us had ever 
before witnessed. It seems that Mahomed Akbar had demanded a 


X 



cliv CAITAIV MACKEN7iy’8 NABRATnE 

fivonte Anb horse, belonging to Cnptam Grant. Assistant Adjutant 
General of the Force I'o nvoid the nccessitj of parting with the animal, 
Cnptam Grant had fixed Ins jince at the exorbitant sum of 5.000 rujiees 
unwilling to gne so large a pnee, but determined to gratify the Sirdar 
Sir William sent me to Captain Grant to prevail upon him to take a 
smaller sum hut with orders that rf he were peremptor). the 5 000 Ks 
should be given I ohtamed the horse for 3,000 rupees, and Sir 
WilUam appeared much pleaded with the prospect of gratifying Maho 
incd Akhar by the present 

After breakfast, Irevor, Lavmincc, and myself were summoned to 
attend the Envoy durmg his conference with Mahomed Akbar Khan 
1 found him alone, when, for tlic first time, he disclosed to me the nature 
of the transaction he was engaged in I immediately warned him that 
It was a plot against him He replied hastily, “ A pot ’ let me alone 
for that, trust me for that ’ ’ and I consequently offered no further re- 
monstrance Sir William then arranged with General Elphinstone 
that the 54th regiment, under Major Ewart, should be held in readi 
ness for immediate service The Shah's 6th, and two guns, were also 
warned It is a cunous circumstance, and betrays the unhappy vacilla- 
tion of poor Elphinstone, that after Sir William had actually quitted 
the Cantonment in full expectation that every thing had been arranged 
according to his desire, he (the General) addressed a letter to him, 
which never reached him, remonstrating on the danger of the propo«ed 
attack, and strongly objecting to the employment of the two above 
regiments About 12 o’clock Sir William, Trevor, Lawrence and 
myself set forth on our ill-omened expedition As we approached the 
Seah Sung gate. Sir WilUam observed with much vexation that the 
troops were not in readiness, protestmg at the same time, however, that 
desperate as the proposed attempt was, it was better that it should be 
made, and that a thousand deaths were preferable to the life be had 
lately led 

After passmg the gate he remembered the horse which he bad in- 
tended as a present for Akbar, and sent me back for it When I re 
joined him, I found that the small number of the body guard who had 
accompanied him had been ordered to halt, and that he, Trevor, and 
Lawrence, had advanced in the direction of Mahmood Khan’s fort, 
being some 500 or 600 yards freon the eastern rampart, and were there 
awaiting the approach of Mahomed Akbar and his party, who now 
made their appearance Close by were some hillocks, on the further 
side of which from the Cantonment a carpet was spread where the snow 
lay least thick, and there the Khans and Sir William sat down to hold 
their conference Men talk of presentiment , I suppose it was some- 
thmg of the kind which came over me, for I could scarcely prevail upon 
myself to quit my horse I did so, however, and was minted to sit 
down among the Sirdars After the usual salutations, Mahomed Akbar 
commenced business, by askmg the Envoy if he was perfectly ready to 
carry into effect the proposition of the preceding night ? The 
replied, Why not ’ t My attention was then called off by an old Aff- 
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ghan acquaintance of mine, formerly chief of the Cabul police, by nam6 
Gholam Moyun-ood-deen. I rose from my recumbent posture, and 
stood apart with him conversing. I afterwards remembered that my 
friend betrayed much anxiety as to where my pistols were, and why 
I did not carry them on my person. I answered that although I wore 
my sword for form, it was not necessarj' at a friendly conference to be 
armed cap-ci-pre. His discourse was idso full of extravagant compli- 
ments, I suppose for the purpose of lulling me to sleep. At length my 
attention was called oil from what he was saying, by obsendng that a 
number of men, armed to the teeth, had gradually approached to the 
scene of conference, and were drawing round in a sort of circle. This 
Lawrence and myself pointed out to some of the chief men, who affect- 
ed at first to drive them off with whips ; but Mahomed Akbar observed 
that it was of no consequence, jis tlicy Avere in the secret. I again 
resumed my conversation with Gholam Moyun-ood-deen, wdien sud- 
denly I heard Mahomed Akbar call out, “ Begeer ! begeer !” (seize ! 
seize !) and turning round, I saw him grasp the Envoy’s left hand with 
an expression in his face of the most diabolical ferocity. I think it was 
Sultan Jan who laid hold of the Envoy’s right hand. They dragged 
him in a stooping posture dowm the hillock, the only words I heard, 
poor Sir William utter being, " Az barae Khooda,” (for God’s sake !) 

I saw his face, however, and it w'as full of horror and astonishment. I 
did not see what became of Trevor, but Lawrence Avas dragged past me 
by several Affghans, whom I saw Avrest his weapons from him. Up to 
this moment I was so engrossed in observing Avhat was taking place, 
that I actually was not aware that my owm right arm was mastered, that 
my urbane friend held a pistol to my temple, and that ! was surround- 
ed by a circle of Ghazees with drawm swords and cocked juzails. Re- 
sistance was in vain ; so, listening to the exhortations of Gholam Moy- 
un-ood-deen, which were enforced by the whistling of divers bullets 
over my head, I liurried through tlic snow with him to the place 
where his horse was standing, being despoiled en route of my sabre, and 
narrowly escaping divers attempts made on my life. As I mounted 
behind my captor, now my energetic defender, the crowd increased 
around us, the cries of " Kill the Kafir,” became more vehement, and, 
although we humed on at a fast canter, it was with the utmost difficul- 
ty Gholam Moyun-ood-deen, although assisted by one or two friends or 
followers, could ward off and avoid the sword-cuts aimed at me. the 
rascals being afraid to fire lest they should kill my conductor. Indeed 
he was obliged to wheel his horse round once, and, taking off his tur- 
ban (the last appeal a Mussulman can make), to implore them for God’s 
sake to respect the life of his friend. At last, ascending a slippery 
bank, the horse fell. My cap had been snatched off, and I now receiv- 
ed a heavy blow on the head from a bludgeon, which fortunately did not 
quite deprive me of my senses. I had sufficient sense left to shoot 
ahead of the fallen horse, where my protector with another man joined 
me, and, clasping me in their arms, hurried me towards the waU of 
Mahomed Khan’s fort. How I reached the spot where Mahomed Akbar 
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•was receiving the gratulations of the multitude I know not , but I 
remember a fanatic rushing on me, and twisting his hand m my collar 
until I became exhausted from suffocation I must do Mahomed Akbar 
the justice to say, that, finding the Ghazecs bent on my slaughter, even 
after I had reached his stirrup, he drew his sword and laid about him 
nght manfully, for my conductor and Mcerza Baoodeen Khan were 
obliged to press me up against the wall, covering me with their own 
bodies, and protesting that no blow should reach me but through their 
persons 

Pndc, howcicr, overcame Mahomed Akbar s sense of courtesy, when 
he thought I was safe, for he then turned round to me, and repeatedly 
said in a tone of triumphant derision, Shuma moolk-i-ma me geered > 
(Y ou'll seize my country, wll you ’) he then rode off, and 1 wus burned 
towards the gate of the fort Here new dangers awaited me for 
Moollah Momin, fresh from the slaughter of poor Trevor, who was 
killed, nding close behind me, (Sultan Jan having the credit of having 
given him the fir^t sabre cut.) stood here with his followers, whom he 
exhorted to slay me. setting tliem the example by cutting fiercely at 
me himself Fortunately a gun stood between us. but still he would 
have effected hia purpose, had not Mahomed Shah Khan at that instant 
\Yith some followers, come to my assistance These drew their swords 
m my defence, the chief hirasclf throwing his arm round my neck, and 
receiving on his shoulder a cut aimed by Moollah Momm at my bead 
During the bustle I pushed forward into the fort, and was immediately 
taken to a «ort of dungeon, where I found Lawrence safe, but some* 
what exhausted by his hideous nde and the violence he had sustained, 
•dthough unwounded Here the Giljie chiefs, Mahomed Shah Khan, 
and his brother Dost Mahomed Khan, presendy joined us and endea- 
voured to cheer up our flagging spirits, assuring us that the Envoy and 
Trevor were not dead, but on the contrary quite well They ‘<tayed 
with us dunng the afternoon, their presence being absolutely necessary 
for our protection Many attempts were made by the fanatics to force 
the door to accomph«h our destruction Others spit at us and abu«>ed 
us through a small window, through which one fellow levelled a blun* 
derhuss at us, which was struck up by our keepers and him«elf thrust 
back At last AmeenooUah mode his appearance, and threatened us 
with instant death Some of his people most officiously advanced to 
make good his word, until pushed bsmk by the Giljie chiefs who re 
monstrated with this iniquitous bid monster, their master, whom they 
persuaded to rehevc us from his hateful presence Dunng the afternoon, 
a human hand was held up m mockery to us at the wmdow We said 
that it had belonged to an European, hut were not aware at the tune 
that it was actuaUy the band of the poor Envoy Of all the Mahome- 
dans assembled m the room discussing the events of the day, one only 
an old Moolah, openly and fearlessly condemned the acts of his brethren 
declaring that the treachery was abominable, and a disgrace to Islam 
At night they brought us food and gave us each a postheen to sleep 
on At midnight we were awakened to go to the house of Mahomed 
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Akbar in the city. Mahomed Shah Khan then, with the meanness 
common to all AtFghans of rank, robbed Lawrence of his watch, while 
his brother did me a similar favour. I had been plundered of my rings 
and every thing else previously by the understrappers. 

Reaching Mahomed Akbar’s abode, we were slievTi into the room 
where he lay in bed. He received us with great outward shew of 
courtesy, assuring us of the welfare of the Envoy and Trevor, but there 
was a constraint in his manner for which I could not account. We 
,werc shortly taken to another apartment, where we found Skinner, 
who had returned, being on parole, early in the morning. JDoubt and 
gloom marked our meeting, and the latter was fearfully deepened by 
the intelligence which we now received from our fellow-captive of the 
base murder of Sir William and Trevor. He informed us that the head 
of the former had been carried about the city in triumph. We of course 
spent a miserable night. The next day we were taken under a strong 
guard to the house of Zeman Khan, where a council of the Khans was 
being held. Here we found Captains Conolly and Airey, who had some 
days previously been sent to the hurwah’s house as hostages for the per- 
formance of certain parts of the treaty which was to have been entered 
into. A violent discussion took place, in which Mahomed Akbar bore 
the most prominent part. We were vehemently accused of treachery, 
and evcty thing that was bad, and told that the whole of the transactions 
of the night previous had been a trick of Mahomed Akbar and Ameen- 
oollah, to ascertain the Envoy’s sincerity. They declared that they 
would now grant us no terms, save on the surrender of the whole of 
the married families as hostages, all the guns, ammunition, and trea- 
sure. At this time Conolly told me, that on the preceding day the 
Envoy’s head had been paraded about in the court yard ; that his and 
Trevor’s bodies, had been hung up in the public bazar, or chouk ; and 
that it was wth the greatest difficulty that the old hurwah, Zuman 
Khan, had saved him and Airey from being miurdered by a body of fa- 
natics, who had attempted to rush into the room where they were. 
Also that preHous to the arrival of Lawrence, Skinner, and myself, 
Mahomed Akbar had been relating the events of the preceding day to 
the Jee7-ga, or council, and that he had unguardedly avowed having, 
while endeavouring to force the Envoy either to mount on horseback or 
to move more quickly, struck him, and that, seeing ConoUy’s eye fasten- 
ed upon him with an expression of intense indignation, he had altered 
• the phrase, and said, " I mean I pushed him.” After an immense deal 
of gabble, a proposal for a renewal of the treaty, not however demanding 
all the guns, was determined to be sent to the cantonments, and Skin- 
ner, Lawrence, and myself were marched back to Akbar’s house, endur- 
ing en route all manner of threats and insults. Here we were closely 
confined in an inner apartment, which was indeed necessary for our 
safety. That evening we received a visit from Mahomed Akbar, Sultan 
Jan, and several other Affghans. Mahomed Akbar exhibited his 
double-barrelled pistols to us, which he had worn the previous day, re- 
questing us to put their locks to rights, something being amiss. Ttvo 
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of the harreh had been recently dtseharged which he endeavoured in a 
mo«t confufod %vay to account for by saying, that he had been charged 
by a hanldar of the escort, and had fired both barrels at hitn Now all 
the c«cort had run away without even attempting to charge , the only 
man who advanced to the rescue, having b^n a Hmdoo Jemadar of 
Chupras'i’*, who was instantly cut to jtieccs by the as«embled Ghazees 
This defence he made without any accusation on our part, betiapng the 
anxiety of a bar to be believed On the 26th, Capt Lawrence was 
taken to the hou«e of AmeenooUah, whence he did not return to us 
Capt Skinner and myself remained m Akbar's bou«e untfl the 3Qth 
Dunng this time ivc were civilly treated, and conversed with numbers 
of Affghan gentlemen, who came to visit us Some of them asserted 
that the Envoy had been murdered by the unruly soldiery Others 
could not deny that Akbar him«elf was the assassin For two or three 
days, ^ had a fellow prisoner in poor Sirwar Khan, who had been de 
ceived throughout the whole matter, and out of whom they were then 
endeavouring to screw money He of cour«e was aware from his conn 
trymen that not only had Akbar committed the murder, but that he 
protested to the Ghazees that be gloned m the deed On one occasion 
a moon«hee of Major Pottingcr, who had escaped from Charekar. 
named Mohun Beer, came direct from the presence of Mahoi^d Akbar 
to visit u« He told us that Mahomed Akbar had begun W see the 
impolicy of having murdered the Envoy, which fact be had ju«t avow- 
ed to him, shedding many tears either of pretended remorse, or of real 
vexation at hanng committed ium«elf On several occasions Mahomed 
Akb» personally, and by deputy, be«ougbt Skinner and my«elf to give 
him advice, as to how he was to extneate him«elf from the dilemma m 
which he was placed, more than once endeavouring to excuse himself 
for not having effectually protected the Envoy, by 'aying that Sir 
ham had drawn a sword “tick ojion bun It seems that mean while the 
renewed negotiations with Major Pottmger, who bad assumed the 
Envoy’s place ui Cantonment®, had been brought to a head for on the 
rught of the 30th, Akbar fdrmshed me with an Affgban dress CSkmner 
al^dy wore one) and sent us both bad,, to cantonments Several 
.\ffgbans, with whom I fell m afterward®, protested to me that they had 
seen Mahomed Akbar shoot the Envoy with his own hand among«t 
them Meerza Baoodeeu Khan, who, b^g an old acquaintance always 
retamed a sneaking kindness for the English 

1 am, my dear Eyre, yours very trulj , 

C Mwkevzie 


Cabut 29MJttfy 1842 
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Skinner’s Horse at Dadnr. 


The following official account of a very gaUant affair, in which Skin- 
ner’s Horse were engaged against a body of the enemy, greatly their 
superiors in numbers, reached us too late to be inserted in the body of 
the 'book. — En. 

Upper Scinde. 

Sir, — I hope that the effects of my wounds and subsequent severe 
attack of fever will prove sufficient to excuse my not having brought to 
your notice, long ere this, the very gallant conduct of the detachment 
of the 1st, or Skinner’s Bengal Local Horse, during the two attacks made 
on the post of Dadur, by Nusseer Khan. 

From the 25th of October, we were in constant expectation of an 
attack, either by day or night, which rendered it absolutely necessarj^ 
to keep both men and horses ready to act against the enemy at a 
moment’s warning, so that men and horses were very much fatigued 
for want of sleep during the night, and rest by day. On the 28th 
the enemy emerged from the Bolan Pass, and pitched about a mile to 
the south of it. Next day about noon, they were observed to be gather- 
ing, and shortly afterwards they were seen to move towards the 
right of :our camp, evidently for the puipose of taking advantage of 
the cover afforded by the high jawaree crops and a deserted village, at 
about 1,300 yards to the right of the intrenched camp. Captain Wat- 
kins having accepted of my services, I received command of the Horse, 
and about 2 v. m. was ordered to draw out from the dawk compound, 
and to be ready to act against the advancing enemy ; in about half 
an hour I could perceive their beads to the right, over the bushes near 
the village ; the guns immediately opened on them, vrith such effect, 
as to force them to divide into parties; one body moving to their left, to 
attack the breast-works; the other directly to the front, which almost 
immediately aftenvards opened a fire upon us, imder cover of the stand- 
ing crops of jawaree and cotton, etc,, whilst one part of the same body 
advanced to our left, for the purpose of outflanking us. 
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As the ground uas not favourable for Cavalry, I retired about 100 
yards, and then fronted , and Uie suwars opened a well directed and 
effective fire on those of the enemy that were nearest, which for a 
considerable length of time served to check their advance, but as 
those in the rear came up, their fire became so \ery much increased, 
that I thought it advuahle to order a charge , and I am proud to say, 
that it IS, in my opinion, impossible (or any TVoops to recene an order to 
close with an enemy, with greater pleasure, or to carry it into execution 
with more determined bravery, than the men under my orders did, 
and when I mention that the enemy opposed to them amounted to 
between three and four thousand,! know that you inll give Skmner's 
men full credit for their determined and gallant conduct in dnving from 
the field such a very supenor body, tlicy themselves only amounting to 
121, mcluding Commissioned and Non-Commissioned Officers 

I i cry much regret not being able to particularise tho«e who most 
distinguished themselves in the mel^e, as I was obliged to retire from 
the field, having received a wound, which pre\ented my continuing with 
them , but when I left, all and eieiy one were domg their utmost to 
out do his neighbour, and by looking at the return of killed and wound- 
ed, which I do myself the honor to enclose, you will see with what a 
degree of determined zeal and devotion to the service, they behaved 

The only one, with the exception of the two Resauldojs, who was par- 
ticularly remarked by me, previous to the charge, was Naib Resauldar 
Mohamed Hossein Khan, who rode down the line, calhng on the suwars 
to recollect, that they were in the presence of Bombay Sepoys, and 
that they were the only Bengal suwars in the country, that they must let 
the Bombay Troops see wbat they, the Ist or Skinner’s Hor:e cm do, 
he had just finished when the men dashed on towards the enemy Of 
any more intelligence regarding their good conduct, I am indebted to 
the Semor Resauldar, Gool Mahomed Khan, who ivas wounded in reco 
venng the body of Resauldar Meer Behader Ally, who the last time 
1 saw him, was leadmg the left Rissallah on in most gallant style, well 
supported on the right by the other Resauldar 

It was not in the open field alone that they had to act against the 
enemy, but bkewise, when in the compound Dawk Bungalow, for on 
the first and «econd attacks, the enemy kept up a fire on their position, 
in the first instance from near 3 p u to past 2 a it of the 30th, and in 
the second, from about 4 p m of the 3lst to 3 a m , on the 1st 
November, dunng which time, I am happy to say, none of the men 
were killed, although several were wounded 

I bare the honor, &c 

A F Macphkb^oii, on Special Duty 


Quetta, 31s/ Slarch, 1841 
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List of KilleH and Wounded of SJdnner’s Horse, during the First Attack on 

the Post of Dadur. 


No. I 

1 


1 

2 


1 


1 


6 


1 

2 

3 

4 ' 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


Rank and Names. 

KILLED. 

Risauldar. 
Meer Behader Allj'. 

Smears. 


Ally Bahadoor. 
Tota Ram. 


WOUNDED. 

Risauldar, 

Gool Mohamed Khan 

Duffadars. 

Ghoolam Mahomed Khan.. 

Kurramuth Ally 

iNawab Meerzah 

Rehmuth Khan 

Bhawul Khan 

Bhungash Khan 

Smears. 

Ahmed Khan 

Abdoolla Khan 

Khoda Bux 

Meerza Jaun Beg. . . . . 

Kummer Ally 

Sundul'Khan 

Fouzdar Khan 

Abdoollah Khan 

Doorjun Khan 

Nusseed Khan 

Wazeer Khan 

Kamdar Khan 

Sheikh Uhmeer 

Sheikh Wazeer.. , .... 

Dulliet Khan 

Horses Tcilled. 


Remarks. 


Shot through the body. 


A 

s 


Both by matchlock balls. 


Sword cuts on left hand and shoulder. 


Ditto ditto. 

Very severe cut in right elbow. 
Gun shot in the cheek. 

Sword cut in leg. 

Shot in leg. 

Shot in arm. 



Sword cut in left wrist. 

Ditto in left hand. 

Ditto right ditto. 

Four sword cuts, two over the shoulders 
and two on the arms ; and also a spear 
wound in the left breast. 

Sword cuts in right thigh. 

Cut in left hand. 

Shot in left shoulder. 

Sword cut on hand. 

Shot in right arm. 

Ditto in leg. 

Shot in left foot. 

Ditto in leg. 

Sword cut m thigh. 

Ditto in left hand. 

Severe sword cut in right knee, since dead. 


1 Rissauldar’s. .. 
|7 Sowars 


1 


Wounded. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

16 


Rissauldar. . . . . 

Naib Rissauldar. . . 
Jemadar. .... 

Duffadar. . . . . 

Suwars. . . . . 



This includes missing. 


! Six wounded by the sword, the rest by 
I matchlock balls. 


A. F. Macpherson, on Special Duty. 
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List of Killed and Wounded of Shaner't Horse, on the Second Attack on the 
Post of Daditr, 

No 

KasL and Names. 
Jemadar, 

Uema'kf 

1 

Mamooddccn .... 

Matchlock ball 


^utrars 


4 ’ 

Allhccbux Hisssmooddccn ,..> 

bbailc ShahamutlT, and GoUm Ally $ 

Slalchlock ball 

* i 

Horse Killed 



Suicars {Moortuzzeh Khan ) .... 

|Shol UiTough the neck 


Horses Wounded 


1 

2 Daftadin > 

8 Suwars. .... .. ^ 

All by matchlock balls 

QuetfsA, 31f( March, 1811 

A P hiscf»snso}t, on Special Duiv 
li J IIrown Fl Jpent, U S 






